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CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE

I welcome the opportunity, given by this first number of the
1.5.G. Journal, to send a message to all members of the Group.

The regional arrangements sugcested in my letter of 23rd
November to all members, are now in operation, and we are all
indebted to members R.P.77oods (South), R.Crookes (North) and i.Kane

(Ireland) for accepting the p051t10n of Regional Hon, Sec, in their
respective areas,

More especially we are grateful to Mr, Woods and those who have
collaborated with him, for their efforts in launching the Journal in
which this message will come to members. We wish them every success
and it is hoped that members will ease thecir task by contributing
material for publicetion,

Mr, Telfer's Bibliography, on the publication of which a start
is now made, will fill a long felt need, e wish him every success
with this,

e are all grateful to Mr. Leonard for all that he has done
throughout the period of "growing pains", and it is pleasing to feel
that his burden is now eased by the regional arrangements,

London Exhibition. The Postal History Society, of which several
of us are members, has very kindly extended an invitation to the
members of our Group to use their private lounge in the Festival Hall
throughout the period of the Exhibition (July 9th to 16th next) ard
has placed a special meeting room at our disposal on Wednesday July
13th from 3 p.m, for our first General Meeting (eos distinct from the
Regional Meetings which have zlready been held).

Further particulars of this Meceting will be announced nearer the
time, but meanwhile all Group members intending to visit the
Exhibition are asked to try to include Wednesday July 13th in the
period of their visit, and to attend this Meeting,

It is hoped that, amongst other business, it may be possible to
adopt a Constitution and Rules, and to appoint Officerswith such
powers as are thought necessery to conduct the affairs of the Group.
Those of us who have been doing that are grateful for the manner in
which members have accepted the arrangements which we have mede with—
out any formel authority to do so, but I think we should all welcome
more definite knowledge of the extent to which we may act, Our
membership is so widely scattered that opportunities to consult
members in General Meeting will obviously be few and far between,

With all good wishes and hoping to see you on July 13th.
Yours sincercly,
Thomas E. Field,

F.5. If any membcrs have overlooked the recuest, made in my letter
of 23rd November, to recmit 10/~ to TT.Leonard at 2 /f1lvanley Roed,

jest Derby, Liverpool 12, to cover membership for 1960, will they
please now do so?



ED1TOETAL

The success of &« Phil: Lelic {neciely or a specialised Study
Group, such as ourg, is dependent upon the support given by the
members whether monetlar; or in kind. Where a regulsr programme
of meetings can be drawn up, “42n attendance is a measure of success,
coupled with the willingness of members to undertake certain officcs
and duties.

Our membership is secattered and what is perhaps unusual about
us, is the number of active working.personnel we appear to have. This
means that official duties cznnot be thrust upon retired people, who
are usually the backbhone of a large number of Societies. This is &ll
to the good, but it does mean that it imposes heavy strains on the tiue
of those who sre most enthusiastic, but providing they get the support
I know the time is never begrudged.

Most speciulist Groups preduce their own Journal or magazine,
and it is felt that the time is ripe for the I.8.G. to enter the field
as well., For your comments, and it is hoped your interest and pleasure,
the Ecditorial Stoaff present the first issue of the I1.8,G. Journal.

We hope there will be criticisms, views and opinions for those
are the means whereby a journsl improves and grows, but whut is urged
upon readers is the need for material. Mr. Telfer's Bibliogrophy can
be relied upon for several issues, but extra articles, news items, etc
will be needed.

This Journal is not meant to replace the invaluzble "Irish
Philatelic News® supplied by our Mr. Dixon; indeed it is to be
considered as complementary to it.

The covers are & temporary measure at present and it is hoped
that we shall have our own special covers, but this will depend upon all
members paying their dues as and when called upon.

To summarise, the I1.8.G. should have its own periodical, and here
it ig - twice if not four times a yesr — but is dependent upon itsg
members to supply the necessary data; your views and criticisms are
called for, so thet the next issue can be improved, but enlargement
will cost more! and please supply the necessary date for inclusion in
its pages.

Thank you.
R.P. Woods.

T.S., Telfer.
March, 1960. M.C. Mabberley.



POSTAL HISTORY

The following extract guoted verbatism will be of interest to all
Postal Historiens of the Group. Xt ip hoped to find other genuine news
items from this unucual find of old "Illustrated London News" .,

"The Illustrated London News', November 26th, 1853.

" The Stecm-ship "Stagh,

This fine vessel is one of three mignificent new steam vessels
respectively named "Stagh, "Elk" and "Lynx" now fitting out for the
Glasgow and Belf:zst Royal 'eil Steam Packel service. The mails
between Scotland and Ireland heve been conveyed by tuis route since
July, 1849 with a regularity and convenience unknown beiore, when
the mails between the two countries were cerried in Government steam
vessels betwwen Port Patrick and Donaghadee.

The service was undertaken by Messrs. Burns of Glasgow and has
been carried out by them entirely free of charge to Covernment by
their steam vessels employed for the conveyance of gouds and passengers
between these important . disiricts of the two countries - thus
conferring an important beneflit on the community by their regularity
end efficiency, and at the same time saving a large sum of money to
the country every year by the withdrawal of the expersive and
inefficient packet stations formerly maintained. "
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METER MARKS

It is felt that these will probably increase in Eire, as they
are doing ir this country. F.E. Dixon records any unusual feature or

type in his "I,P.N.8" and the following cover his notes on these
from 1958:

Feb. 1958 Flectric Supply Board = U.20%
Jan. 20th 1959  Unknown origin = NV 2
Feb. 19th 1959 Irish Assurance Co. = NV 28
May, 1959 Megsrs., Miller & Son Ltd,,
, Dublin = U.215
Feb. 10th 1660 Messrs. Jas McMahon Ltd.,
Limerick = M.1%%

Many firms now use the meter machine and I shall be able to glve
the numbers of those timber firms who correspond with the Timber
Development Association, but a comprehensive list on this subject would
be a welcome addition to the data on Irish postal knowledge. Lists of
marks of known origins could be sent to me and I will see that they are
included in the Journal.

REMEMBER

During the past year F.E, Dixon raised several queries in his
"I.,P.N,S" - Has anyone found the answers yet? To remind you here they
are:

1. What was the significance of the cancellation "Wexford P.T.0., 24 06"

2. A Registered Envelope posted at Drumrary, the flap secured by
sealing wax impressed with the sealing stamp of the Office - are
there any other examples?

3. Are there any other examples of the "Maltese Cross" with a small
dot in the centre as used at Kingston in August, 18427

4, What is the earliest example of the Dublin paquebot cancellation?
Why have none been recorded prior to 19357

5 What does the cancellation GAILLIMH F indicate? If extra

handstamps zre now lettered instead of numbered, where are
LA B CD and E used?

March, 1960.



Some Notes about the Bibliogrophy of Irish Philately

A1l entries have been zrranged in alphabetical order
throughout.

Authors' Names zre of primary considerz=tion ond wherever
possible these have been listed, followed by a reference to the
title of the subject and the name of the Publishers.

The Names of Press Publications are also listed in
alphabetical order, together with date as to the =mrticles which
have appeared since the 1922 period,

£y reference to the PLESS covirs all Publications which
appear at any regular interval, from Daily to Yearly.

Date of publication is importent, as it indicates the
contemporary nature of the contents, Thus to write about a subject
one week old, cannot show the same exhaustive study of the subject
as an article written some yecars lzater,

Any refercncce to Irish Philately before the 1922 period
must be sought under such titles as "British” or "Great Britain",
Fany Authors, whilst covering British Philately only, do in fact
touch on the special subjcct of Irish Philately and Postal subjccts.

Entries in the Bibliography are, of nccessity, very brief
and are made in the great majority of cases without sight of the
publication or book in question. Thercfore, the compiler would
welcome any additions or corrections — it is realised that there are
bound to be many.

T. Stewart Telfer
8 Clivedon Road,
London, E.4.

January, 1960



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF IRISH PHILATELY

FOREVIORD

This Bibliography was first prepared in 1948 - 1850,
in an attempt to record all Works of Reference on the subject
of Irish Philately., At that time, it was thought that the
task would be simple and easy, as it had been found that most
Dealers and Booksellers had nothing to offer in the way of
Handbooks, However, contrary to popular belief, it became
evident that in point of fact quite a lot had been published -
particularly in the Philatelic Magazines and Journzls.,

The task of examining Indexes outgrew its welcome and
had perforce to be shelved for some ten years, by which time
the Irish Study Group had been formed, resulting in a revival
of interest in the Bibliography.

Numerous friends, both inside and outside the membership
of the Irish B3tudy Group, have since compiled notes and data
and thanks are here recorded to all who have assisted in any way
to make the Bibliography reasonably complete,

It is hoped that this Bibliography of Irish Philately
will prove of value to Collectors of all tastes and that they

will now be zble to refer to published articles and books for
some guidance in the pursuit of thelr chosen hobby or subject.

T. Stewart Telfer.

January 1960,



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF IRISH PHILATELY Pape A.l.

ACTS OF PRIVY COUNCIL - Vol XXIX p., 991

Refercnce to Postal Servise of the Elizabethan Period.
AERO TFIELD - by F.J. Field
ATRMAILS OF THE BRITISH ISLES - H.S, Redgrove, 1940
ATIRMAILS-

Some of the undernoted are not essential to Irish Collectors,
but have their uses at times.

1935 F.J. Field Gritish Air Mails
1978 G. Lockwood By Air Mail
1940 H,3, Redgrove  Alrmails of the British Isles
1942  N.C. Baldwin C.3. & Ireland Airmails
A, Phillips Airmail Magazine for 1242
1944~
1948 F,J. Field fe ro Tield
1948 F.J. Field Wworld Air Post

7.0, Baldwin  Imperial Airways
N.C. Baldwin Eridging the Atlantic 1945 - 1950

ATHMATL MAGAZINE

1940 - September Fire First Airmails
Eire Trangatlantics
1940 - October Lir Transport Labels of Eire,

ALCOCK, R.C. & HOLLAND, F.C.

The Postmarks of G.B. & Ireland 1660 - 1940
Parts I and II. Published 1940

ALMANACKS & DIRECTORIES

Ireland has been well supplied with annual publications or works
of reference. The Postal content of the earliest is trivial and the
first series of note is that begurn by John Wdtaon as the "Gentleman'ls
and Citizen's Almanack" in 1729. It continued under that rame for
well over a century znd steadily grew in size ard usefulness. In it
appear lists of Post Towns, postage rates, cocach routes and schedules,
28 well as lists of the M.P.s and Peers, useful in identifying franks,
From about 1750 it was often sold bournd with Exshawlg " English

March, 1960 {Centinued on Page 4.2,



BIBLIOCRAPH OF IRISH PHILATELY Page A.2.

Registry" and from the 1760s a third item sometimes included is
Wilson's "Dublin Directory?! The Directory is mainly an alphuabetical
list of the tradesmen, but later issues include full details of the
Dublir Penny Post services. It was issued with a map of Dublin inserted
but this is frequently missing from the volumes which have survived.

In or about 1800 the three items bound together were sold with an
engraved title page as " The Treble Almanack" and were often quite
elaborately Lound - which has helped to preserve them. The 1000 is one
of the scarcest. Fewer were sold that year because the price waa made
excessive by the increase of the Directory Tax to 1/-d.

The Post Office Directory hegun in 18%2 is dircussed on another page,
that dealing with Post Office publications,

In 1834 Messrs., Pettigrew znd Oulten commenced their "Dublinn Almanac,
and General Repister of Ireland" which succegsfully blended the contents
of three eonstituents in the Treble Almanack. Its postal information is
very full, e.g. it lists the sub-offices of the rural Penny Posts..

In 1844 came the most famous of them all "Thom!s Irish Almanac and
O0fficial Directory", as comprehensive as Pettigrew and Oulton's and
with additional features such as useful statistical summaries. Within
a few years the rivals ceased publication, and Thom'!s alons survived -
until 1958, In that year it was announced that printing coscs made thé
production uneconomic and that nc more volumes would appear

The National Library of Ireland and cother Dublin librariee have
larce collectiong of the almanacks and directories , and many private
eollectors have accumulated them., (Nearly 20 feet of shel space in the
case of Dixon's libraryl)
AN ACCOUNT OF IRELAND, STATISTICAL & POLITICAL - by E. Wakefield.
ANDERSON, ERNEST B.

Sailing ships of Ireland. Published 1951 Dublin. Morris & Co.
See reference also under Ship Letters.

ANDERSO N, SAM

Types of Handstruck stamps used in Ireland.
Publighed 1939-40. VP.H.S.B. "

March, 1960.






