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My thanks to those who made the effort to contribute to this edition. As per usual I have no other articles
in hand and have not been fortunate enough to meet up with many members (to cajole them to contribute)
Every item that is published is of interest to the members — be it not to each individual’s choice — it is the
exchanging of information that assists us all and from which we all benefit.
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by Brian Warren

is also included as a separate supplement with this issue

This information and any other relevant pieces, I usually try to put up on the web page which is
www.philatelic.cwc.net. Also you may email me at eddydalton @ntlworld.com

Telephone01494 583111 in the UK.

Editor Eddy DALTON




Triangular Marks of Ireland

The Dublin Penny Post

Dublin [like London] also had a local Penny Post which was first set up on the 11" October
1773. The Chief Office was in General Post Yard, College Green, and a John Wolcott was its
first comptroller.

The Dublin Penny Post was not a very successful venture, which may account for the rarity of
early material.

A number of Receiving Houses [18] were sited within the area to be covered by the post, and
only two deliveries a day were made at 9 am and 4 pm every day except Sundays.

The markings used were much like Dockwra’s marks of the London Penny Post, Fig.1. This
Triangular mark is known with the numbers 1, 4, 7, 14 and 16 in the centre. I have also seen a
couple of impressions of this mark with a blank central portion, but as the examples were
quite weak, it may be that the central number had failed to print.

I have noticed that previous writers have referred to these marks as “receiving house stamps”,
but this cannot be proven as at least two of the numbers have been recorded from at least
three different locations.
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Fxaminers Marks
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Numeral Codis

The telegraphic codes in the lnangular stamps were n:placed with
nuimerical codes at the same time as England’s, [1924], and affices in

‘thie Irish Free State were also allocated iratignlar stampe with numerie
endes, FICEHLEID.
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Having done a little research on these stamps whilst writing my book, I am led to believe that
the numbers in the centre were probably allocated to the person applying the hand-stamp,
rather than to the office, and that the official stampers kept their own numbered stamps with
them. This means that the same number could be found used from two or more separate
offices, when the stamper carried out his duties, from time to time, at different locations or
offices. But as examples of these stamps are very difficult to obtain, and I have not read every
piece of literature on this subject, the above theory, although difficult to prove, seems logical.
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‘has survived into rezent times ar it
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Well, my book on Triangular Marks was published earlier this year which starts with
Dockwra marks and continues through all periods to recent times, and although it is a general
account, it includes a section on the Irish marks. I have copied two of the contents pages on
my ancient scanner to give an idea of what the work contains. There are 190 pages which
includes a scarcity and price guide + plenty of illustrations. Just in case anyone would like to
own a copy, I have 9 surplus copies left over from a total printing of 250 which have been
sent all over the world. The price of the work is £19.99 which includes P&P to anywhere

Journal

See also illustrations on next page

Harry LAYNE

MARCH/04



'1Gs HILC1?, 1ILC )8 and 1ILE 19 show three examples from
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Letters to The Editor

In the September 2003 issue of Irish Philately, I set out the postal rates operative from 30
August 2003. There was one typo error in the opening paragraph which members should
note:-

e The previous inland rate increase from 38c to 41c was on 2 April 2002 (not 2 January
2002).
In the following pages is a list of rates operative from 6 January 2004 when new
international rates came into effect. An Post is forecasting continuing losses even at these
rates and I expect that a further increase in inland rates will be introduced later in 2004.

Brian WARREN

A Universal machine with a Baile Atha Cliath die was first recorded in use in May 2003.
The cancellation used the UK slogan "Pass on your Postcode". It was mainly used on large
A4 envelopes. Presumably, this machine was purchased from Royal Mail and the UK slogan
was still in the machine and was used in error.

(courtesy of Maurice Barrett non member — an illustration appears in the supplement)

(Also the following article with the information was supplied by Brian Warren, Ed.)
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Irish Postal Rates Since 5th January 2004

Inland rates were unchanged (except for registration fees for adfiitional compensation and
Swiftpost rates) but there were significant rate increases for Bﬁtmq, Europe and.the Rest of
World. In the case of Britain, the priority rate for the initial 50gr. weight step was increased t.o
60c (previously 50c). In the case of European destinations and the Rest of World the ba51.c
priority rate is now 65c¢ (previously 57¢). The initial weight step for Europe/Rest of World is
now 50g (previously 25g) and the 1.5kg weight step has been abolished. All Europeap rates
up to 100gms are the same as the Rest of the World (as before). There are some savings at
higher weight steps e.g. a 2kg package to Rest of World is now €16.00 (previously €20.00).

Ireland (unchanged)

[ Weight not over | Letter / Postcard_| Large Envelope | _Package __
_E)Og o [ 48c g«’ 60c _*| 96c |
Psog ~— [ [ o6 | @44
[soog [ [ e | €40
kg [ | €2.40 [ eas0
2kgA ﬁ_, 1 €6.50 “‘
Each additional
5005 I D
Britain
I;Velgilgno—to;_f_eir‘[?etgg i’;_s_tcard rLarge Envelope —T o I_’ac_kager )
[ [Priority/Economy [Priority | Economy |[Priority|| Economy |
| s0g | 60c | s0c €110 | €1.00 | €165 | €150
| 100g | 85c | 75c |€130 | €110 | €165 | €150
| 250 | | |ew00 | er7s | €50 €25
| s00g | | [e00[ es0 [es0 | €300
L owke || [ [ ess0 [ es00
| 2k | [ I | [es0o [ ess0
Europe
WEi)gvlltr not I Letter/ Postcard Large Envelope ! Package

| |Priority [Economy [ Priority [Economy | Priority | Economy
| s0g [ 6sc [ ssc | €120 [ €110 | €180 | €165
| 100g | €1.20 €180 €165
l
|
|
|

5 |
| €110 | €140 [ €125 [ €180 | €165
20 [ [ [ en | e | as | e
00 [ [ [ @00 [ e00 | €00 | @50
we [ [T [ [0 | e
% | [ [ T e300 [ eso0
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Rest of World

||Welght not overll Letter/ Postcard ” Large Envelope jr Package |
| IPnorlty,LEconomy“ Priority || Economy IPr:orlty ilEconomyl
[ 50 | 65 | 55 || €120 || €110 | €180 || €165

[_100g [ €120 | er1o | €140 || €125 | €180 || €165
[ 2508 | [ [ e300 [ €175 [ €350 |[ €2.25

| s00g | 1 | €500 || €4.00 | €5.00 || €450 |
C e [ [ | [ [eoo ] esoo
| 2kg | | i I [ €16.00 || €11.00

Maximum dimensions of a Letter / Postcard: 235mm x 162mm x 5Smm thickness (i.e. C5 size). ( Also known
as "POP" or Post Office Preferred Size ). Above 100grms, the large envelope or package rate applies.

Maximum dimensions of a Large Envelope: 400mm x 300mm x 25mm thickness (i.e. C4 size). ( Also known
as a "Flat" ). Above 1k (Ireland), 500grms (Europe/Rest of World), the package rate applies.

Dimensions of a Package: Items that exceed 400mm x 300mm x 25mm thickness.

REGISTRATION RATES - Ireland (inclusive of postage)

[ Weight not over | Letter / Postcard I Large Envelope 1| Package ]
[100g | €3.90 | €390 | €90 |
[250¢ N [ e440 [ €440 |
[s00g | [ €35 | €35
[1kg B | €.50 | €150

2kg l | ICED

g,&;: additional B w.J €1.50 ;

Ireland: The fee payable for the basic registration covers compensation up to a maximum of €320. Additional
compensation up to €1,250 and €1,750 is available for an additional fee of €3.00 or €4.00 respectively.

Britain, Europe and Rest of World: €3.40 plus priority postage. The compensation limit for Britain is €900
and €150 for the following countries - Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain and Sweden; for all other countries the limit is €35. Note

that the basic fee for Britain provides higher compensation (€900) than is available for Ireland (€320).

SWIFTPOST (inclusive of Priority Postage for National and Exprés)

:I I National I_ - _I:Zg(p{tgl_wﬁ o _gl __Iq(ernatlonal |
lXVEthA got_qyer | 32 Countles . I Bntam ‘ !jlilkljope ) | 0tj1_er Countries 1
[ 100 [ e300 | ess50 | €1.00 Fee of €4.00 plus priority i
[ 2505 | ess0 [ €00 | €800 postage. |
|*~§)O‘g* | _€7.05 ‘ . 800 [ s Delivery times not |
| lkg [ €8-59‘_,,_. I- €259.___| _ €14.00 guaranteed '
[4 1.5kg |_7 €9.95 I_ €11.00 |[  €18.00 (Service not ava_ilable i
[ okgmax) [ ed0 [ e300 | €300 for all countries) |

1. Service applies to Britain, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Sweden, Spain and Switzerland — guaranteed delivery times vary between countries e.g. Spain - 2 days,
urban - 4 days, rural. For other countries the lower (non-guaranteed) Swiftpost International rate applies.

Journal

MARCH/04



GLANDORE GARDENS, BELFAST - A Short-lived Sub-Office

There is a deep satisfaction for a postal historian in "discovering" a previously unrecorded
post office. It must be the same feeling a scientist has when discovering a new species. One
of the discoveries that former IPC member Tony Graham communicated to me was his
finding mention of a Belfast Town sub-office called ' Glandore Gardens' . So short-lived was
this office,however,that Tony was too guarded to state that it even opened,even after I found
the minute entry for its closure at the Post Office Archives in London. His short history for
this office began " There is still some doubt as to whether this PO actually opened or not." He
added a pencilled note-"A Postmark here would clinch it".

Happily(and with great delight) I recently acquired such a postmark which puts it beyond
doubt.So here is the record of the office:

1 Dec 1896: P.O.Circular advised Glandore Gardens 'Money Order Office & Savings Bank
open'.

15 Feb 1899:P.0.Archive Minute no.275 'Glandore Gardens TSO - office abolished'

1 Mar 1899:P.0O.Circular advised 'office abolished'.

In the street directories 8,Glandore Gardens was Irwin & Owens ,grocers. 10,Glandore
Gardens was 'S.M.Irwin'(who was also listed at site of Cavehill Road Post Office 1895-6).The
map ref.is OS J332 771,and the street is a small one off the Antrim Road.

None of the street entries noted a post office or postmaster in Glandore Gardens.Cavehill
Road was close by and the post office there opened June or July 1896. (Interestingly
Fortwilliam PO opened very close to the original Glandore Gardens PO in 1929.)

The postmark itself(see fig 1) is a steel single circle,which explains why no proof book strike
could be found,for only the rubber types survive from this period.In summary it could be
described as:

SR28(max.) GLANDORE GARDENS / BELFAST 16 OC 1897 'AM' above clock time over
date.

It was struck on a parcel post label which probably(but not necessarily)had 'Glandore
Gardens' printed on it. I suppose no-one has a complete one?

Tim STEPHENS
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IRISH OVERPRINTS

UNCATALOGUED CONSTANT VARIETY

0000000000000,

U 23

0000000000000 0 0

U 22

8000800000000 0000000000000 04
sseecvace

Fig 1 Fig 2

Recently while studying my Irish overprints, I came across a variety on the halfpenny Saorstét Eireann (Control
No.’s U 22 & U 23, solid background to the left of the word “‘halfpenny” on Row 10 Stamp 1 see Fig 1 & Fig 2
above) of which I have 3 very clear examples. My problem is, and I hope some members can help, according to
the Irish reference books this variety does not exist on overprinted stamps, as the printing plate with this variety
was not used for stamps that were overprinted in Ireland? However it is mentioned in the British Four Kings
reference books as existing on the British un-overprinted stamp. So as you see I am looking forward to hearing
from our knowledgeable experts.

John MULLEN

RECENT MACHINE CANCELLATIONS
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The 1st set of illustration is from Mullingar and the 2™ a collection of odd machine
cancellations as noted.

Paddy SMITHERS
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A Day in The Life of the Mail Centres

The past ten years have seen a major change in the handling of mail in Ireland. From a system
based on Post Offices all around the country it is now concentrated on five Mail Centres, four
in the Republic and one in Northern Ireland.

The changeover isn't fully implemented yet but the Mail Centres are now all up and running
so I thought it would be interesting to have a look at an ordinary day's activity in them. When
Portlaoise, Athlone and Cork centres commenced operation large quantities of mail were
brought from Dublin to satisfy the voracious appetite of the machines. This has now ceased.

The day chosen was Thursday 15" January 2004. The Christmas post was well out of the way
and there was nothing to cause anything unusual. My daughter's birthday didn't generate much
post, mostly text messages!

In the December issue of Irish Philately Brian Warren and I explained, we hope, how to

decode the tags etc., so I will take that as read.

Dublin Mail Centre (DMC)

As the day began two DMC machines were running. IMP2 (3993) was just coming to the end
of its evening run and ended around 00.10 (20001240). IMPs 4 (3995) and 5 (3996) spend
most of their time on secondary sorting mail for Dublin addresses into Postman's Walks. IMP
5 had ceased by 00.30. It had been working on mail already primary-sorted on IMP3. IMP4
had been used up to 23.30 on 14" but I didn't sec it used between midnight and 01.00, so
maybe it started up again when IMPS5 ceased. It started with meter-franked mail and
continued with mail primary-sorted on IMP3, ending around 03.00.

th

IMP4 secondary-sorting before 3am on 15
on a letter primary-sorted on IMP3 at 3.30 pm on 14™,

The first machine to start up in the morning was IMP5, soon after 10.00. It ran until 13.00
secondary-sorting mail from Galway at first (20 minutes) but mostly from Northern Ireland
(much of which was dated 8‘“!). It resumed at 14.20 with British and Continental mail,
followed by meter-post (15.30 — 16.00), then more Northern Ireland and finishing with British
at 17.00. IMP4 ran from midday to 15.00 secondary-sorting British mail.

From the beginning, 14.00 has been the normal weekday DMC start-time and on 15" both
IMPs 1 (3992) and 2 (3993) began then, sorting/cancelling both stamped and unstamped
(Freepost, Licence & meter-post) mail from the Dublin morning collections. This was
completed, as normal, around 16.30 when both take a break for about half an hour. When
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they resumed after 17.00 they were joined by IMP3 (general) and QCR1(3989) (for meter-
post). IMP4 began after 17.30 apparently (a hunch!) secondary-sortmg mail collected from
‘Dublin Only' letterboxes. At 18.00 OCR2 (3990) came into action followed by OCR3 (3991)

at 18.30, both for meter-post.

IMPS5 started up again at 19.00, dealing mainly with meter-post. OCR'I took a break at .19.00
so, when it resumed at 19.30 all eight DMC machines were in operation and they continued

so until 20.45 when OCR3 ceased operation, followed by OCR1 at 21.00.

The first IMP to stop was 1 at 21.30 and both IMPs 2 and 3 finished around 22.00. As usual
IMPs 4 and 5 went into the early hours on 16"; 4 for only a short time, 5 until 02.30.

By noting the highest tag number each half-hour it is possible to see hov;/ much mail is
processed and I estimate about 700,000 items passed through the DMC on 15", About 50,000

items were processed twice.

Athlone Mail Centre (AMC)

The machines in Athlone and Cork are different from those in Dublin and Portlaoise in that
the number in the cancellation doesn't contain any machine identification so I have given
them an IMP number based on their tag number.

iménrmavinmea = = aw B s ‘
- HIIEHdLVIg] Haile Atha-lyamn
" ¥mear v ¥ - :
18t O1 e S daa~  Athloie Mails Centre
o e N § B fpre e
TR Y Lo H1 -G
| Fa T YRRy SO

Athlone IMP 1. Tag coded 3980 15 39 01579.
Cancellation number is virtually meaningless.

Ath_lone doesn't usually operate before 18.00. IMP3 (3982) started at 18.15 and ran, non-stop,
until 22.30. IMPs 1 (3980) and 2 (3981) started after 19.00 and IMP 4 (3983) at 19.30.

These ran until 22.30, 22.15 and 21.30, respectively. IMP1 seems to have taken a break
between 21.00 and 22.00 and IMP4 from 20.15 to 21.30.

IMP4 processed unstamped mail only with very little unstamped items on the other three. A
considerable amount of the stamped mail was already cancelled at the place of posting.

Athlone processed about 147,000 items on 15"
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Cork Mail Centre (CMC)

Cork hasn't reached its full potential yet. Counties Clare, Kerry, Limerick and Waterford as
well as parts of Galway, Tipperary and even Cork still do it the old way and I expect they will
soon be delivering to one of the Mail Centres, mainly Cork.

Cork IMPs have also been numbered relating to the tag number.

Cork IMP 1 on a letter missent from Northern Ireland. Tag coded 3996 15 36 05716

IMPs 1 (3996) and 2 (3997) began at 17.00; IMP 3 (3998) at 17.30. IMP 4 (3999) didn't run
on 15™ It is only rarely that I see the four Cork machines run on the same day. IMP 3 started
with bank mail ('Postage Paid / Baile Atha Cliath' !) and ended with meter post. The others
had a small amount of unstamped mail scattered through their runs. The tagging ink on IMP 2
is so faint that on first glance it appears untagged. They had an early night in Cork, with all
machines finished by 20.00, having processed about 125,000 items.

I don't think these machines do secondary sorting yet, but I don't see much Cork addressed
mail. Maybe some of our Cork members can correct me if I'm wrong.

Portlaoise Mail Centre (PMC)

Portlaoise has just two machines and was the last of the Mail Centres to come into action on
15" IMP 1 (3985) started at 19.00 and IMP 2 (3986) at 19.30.

'MA'M‘:MAI B | _:“"'-, -""_:. T
N ot he P, PMC T
te}_n {3. uwmvﬁm“ i o i R

th

IMP 2 had the bottom half of the cancellation missing on 15

IMP 2 ceased shortly after 21.00 and IMP 1 at 22.00. Approximately 110,000 items were
processed.
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Northern Ireland Mail Centre

Unfortunately, I cannot decode the tagging on the Northern Ireland Mail Centre machings and
as so many of the cancellations are illegible it makes it very difficult to work out the routine.

The number in the cancellation is the same as those in Dublin and Portlaoise. It shows the
machine number, half-hour and item number. Since last May, it usually has an 'A" prefix
which indicates, I think, that the address has been machine-read. Above this number the real
time is shown, to the minute.

On the plus side, the machines print the date and tag number on the back of unstamped mail.
Whereas the cancellation has 'Northern Ireland' this back print has BT for Belfast.

There are four machines. Machine 1 is now only seen back-printing. The other three can be
found both cancelling and back-printing. The times seen have been between 01.30pm and
10pm.

All four machines ran on 15™ but I didn't get enough legible examples to even hazard a guess
as to times and quantities. A significant amount of the mail from Northern Ireland for Dublin
has no DMC tagging which suggests it is already sorted to Dublin Districts.

Estimated quantity of mail (both stamped and unstamped) processed on 15th January

Dublin Athlone Cork Portlaoise
3989 60,000 3980 32,000 3996 35,000 3985 60,000
3990 50,000 3981 50,000 3997 45,000 3986 50.000
399] 25,000 3982 44,000 3998 45.000 110,000
3992 140,000 3983 21.000 125,000

3993 155,000 147,000

3994 100,000
3995 110,000
3996 110.000

750,000

The printed number in the Athlone and Cork cancellations increases with each cancellation,
starting from when the machine testing began. The number range seen on each machine on
15" January for stamped mail was:

Athlone 3980 06537012 - 06559316 (22,304)
3981 (08882418 — 08912742 (29,324)
3982 08770482 — 08799275 (28,793)

Cork 3996 02164518 — 02176009 (11,491)
3997 02637211 - 02651966 (14,755)
3998 02232640 - 02246982 (14,360)

As can be seen from these figures only about 55% Athlone and 33% Cork mail has a
cancellation.

John LENNON
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