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'IDl Rugby uld Clip miniature sheet just to rBIIi.nd you 
tlat 2011 is again Ybrld Clip Year. 



n:m- M:mbez', 

Ierewith the Tucanrer Journal, the last one for 2010 with apJlogi.es far its lat:eless. This is 
due to \t.Urk camri.tnents and Indiµ:x a:m Cmmi.ss:ionershi.p "'°rk. The last quarter of t:re year 
\..as very good for the Society with neda1s gilned at ooth Lisbon and Stampa, Dublin (see News). 
lb new nanbers \'E'e elected and no resignations "'1eI'e rot:i.fied and with Indipex 2011 due to oo 
htld in New ~ in a few w:!el<s tine that will oo a great start to 2011 if, ~ nenage to 
t.ake tnm a few nedals. All that rarains for 11E to do :is to wish you all belated New Yem­
Greet:i.ngs. 

~ 7 
\ 

~awm 

Since the issue of the last journal no new rrenh:!rs have teen elected and no resignations 
have teen notified. 

Flff!Bl'l'Htf) 

Lislxn 2)10 

The Society had a total of 4 accepted entries at this International Exhibition held fran 
1 to io O:tober. ne following m.arcis \\ere gained : 

Parry Wilson - large Vert!E:il for 'Isle of Mm Postal History' 

Frank M: Ihnald - large Silver for 'D.i.s:overing West london' ('Ihamtic) 

Brian \.0rren - Silver for 'Northern Ireland Regional Issues' (Traditiohal) 

Pat Casey - Silver for 'Elizaooth Regina TI' (Open Class) 

In addition a Gold Medal \oaS \oJO[l by Des QJail for his altry 'Irish Postal H:istory'. 

Ssdly since that exhibition Parry Wilson has passed ~Y. 

St:a11Ja ano - Irish lkimal Staip Elhb. 

The Society gained the following m-.ards : 

<£rry Byrne - Silver M:dal for 'Pan Am First Flights 1928 - 1952" 

Brian W:!rren - Silver ~ for 'Irish M3xinun Cards' 

John M.illen - Silver Medal for 'Foynes' 

Itdipex am_ 

The aoove International Exhibition will re held in New fuThi fron 12 to 18 February with 
Mr. Frank M: Ihna1d as Natiooal. Cannissicrer. A total of 4 entries have 1::een accepted for 
Irelani tle;e 1:eing : 



Mr'. John F.itzsim:ns - ''W .A. M::rzart • • • • • £ran Prodigy to Genius" 

Mr. Brian Warren - "Nox: tie.m Ireland Regional !ssll:s" 

Mr. Mike Burringtoo - ''Bcsti.a and Herzegovina lcnl nilini.tive Issue" 

Mr. Frank M: O:ntld - 1'D.is:.overing \.kst london" 

'Ihis is the first tine that Ire1ani has had 2 theJatic and 2 traditioml philately entries 
accepted in the s:m:! International or FEPA Exhibition and w:! will report on this exhibition 
in the next jO\lmU. 

Displays 

lblg Krog 14 Q:toter 

This display \..as given by Brian O'O:mell and shOloal the~ issues fron QJeen Victoria to 
King George VI. Ircl.OOed ~ ordinary statp issu:?s, surcharges with their need expl.ai.red, 
various came1orative issues including the 1935 Silver Jubilee and 1946 Victory i.ss\Es. 
Cover usage of definitive issues and nmi.tiJre nail nail also featured. 

~ Class Cart>etitim 28 Ck:tober 

This anmal. no rules canpetition ~of 9 sb;et entries and ju:lged on the night by neitecs 
present attracted a total of 7 entries as follows : 

Jahn Lenron - ''D.nirun Po.st: Office Bicentenary" 
Brian O'Coonell - "Ireland Europa 1900-1969" 
IPlaise Mitchell - "Its Great GaS' 
Gerry Byme - "Ship to Shore Airneil SS Breien" 
Kev:in Drury - "Embossed RevemE Stanps GeorgeIV to~ Victoria" 
Michael M: Nanara - ''Gaza" 
Tan M: Carthy - ''New South Wales" 

Foll.owing a vote after c:irculaticn of the entries the wimer \o.0S declared to be John Lennon for 
his entry ''D.mdrun Post Office Bi.c.entemry'' and "'8.S awmfed the Open Clas5 Trophy for 2010. 

Clerles Gr.iffith MmriaJ Tcqny am fihh1. 

This troi:hy and nedal is a\erded annually to the nnst ent.ertaini.ng Display of the Year voted for 
by the nenbership. 'Ire 2010 winner \o.0S John lemon for ''Irish Postal History on Screen" shown on 
1811lrc:h. 

Scciel:y Sx:ial Evm:iDg 

This armual event \\0.5 held on Thursday 25 Noverb=r in Ely House. It follo,..ed the usual format 
of a 40 lot ~ starter. Following the bourse a total of 16 nenl::ers and guestS sat down to 
d:inrer in Ely House and the evening \o.0S rooOOed off with a sx::ia1 drink in the lBr. 



Irish Hot Air Balloon Festivals 2010 
By John Mullen 

0Qe of my great pleasures in philately is Irish airmail flights which of course include Hot Air Balloon Festivals, 
as is with previous years once the good weather comes in it's up, up and away. This year so far we have had 3 
festivals, Trim,Tullamore and Birr Festivals. All of which I like to attended, unfortunately I was not able to 
make the Trim festival due to previous engagements, however I did send some covers but somewhere along the 
way they went missing. 
Tullamore festival, which is commonly known as the Phoenix Festival, took place on the weekend of the 7-9 
May. The Birr Festival took place the weekend of the 27-30 May. 
Hot Air Balloon festivals are quiet a spectacle with magnificent colour and one of the most enjoyable parts of 
the festival is been able to get up close to the balloons. Last year I purchased myself a good quality camera, 
which enables me to capture some wonderful photographs with the philatelic covers I organise for these 
festivals. 
A number of years ago I purchased an Irish balloon cover and when I wanted to expand that theme, I found very 
little material, so after making enquiries I decided to create my own, over the last few years I have amassed 
quiet a collection and hopefully will continue to do so. Later on this year we look forward to the· 40th 
anniversary of the Irish Hot Air Balloon Championships, which will take place this September in Co. Longford 
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John Mullen 
52 Rahsen Drive, 

Tallaght, Dublin 24 
Ireland 

Commemorative cover Phoenix Festival Tullamore. Tulach :MhorNo2 cid 7.5.2010 Blue IBA cachet 
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Commemorative cover Birr Festival. Birra Nol cid 28.5.2010 Red IBA cachet 



Irish Ferries 
By John Mullen 

Due to the activities of the Icelandic Volcano many travellers were grounded and had 
to find alternative transport home, this happened to me in early May and I travelled 
home by Irish Ferries aboard the Jonathan Swift Limassol, Hollyhead to Dublin, Been 
a diligent philatelist, I carried some blank covers which I had the ships hand stamp 
applied, to my surprise the receptionist took the covers away and returned with them 
with a new ships hand stamp. 
Later in May, Brian Warren was also grounded after the London 2010 Show. He 
travelled home by the "M.Vn Ulysses. Once again been a diligent philatelist also he 
received some post cards hand stamped by the Exchange Bureau "M. V" Ulysses hand 
stamp, this is a hand stamp I had not seen before, good for you Brian. 

JONATHAN SWIFT 
L_IMASSOL 

GT. 5.989 
NT. 1.796 

IMO 9188881 
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John Mullen 
52 Raheen Drive, 
Taltaght, Dublin 24 

Ireland 

Jonathan Swift hand stamp, GB label tied by Dublin Paquebot date stimp 10'" May 2010 
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"M.V" Ulysses hand stamp, GB defmitive tied by Dublin Paquebot date stamp 15m May 2010 



Dublin Docklands Maritime Festival 
By John Mullen 

arati 
festival 

As is customary at this time of year in Ireland the Dublin Dock.lands Maritime 
Festival took place over the June Bank holiday weekend, and as is also customary I 
love to attend this festival. This year we had a fantastic turn out for the festival and 
without doubt the beautiful weather helped. 
Ships represented were The Danish Georg Stage which had two hand stamps, the 
Notre Dame de Rumengol, French, which had no hand stamp, the Bark Artemis 
Nederland's which had two hand stamps, the Bessie Ellen GB., one hand stamp, and 
our own Jeanie Johnston, two hand stamps. Overseeing all the maritime activities 
were the Irish Coastguard helicopter and the LE Eithne naval ship. The Le Eithne 
produced a new hand stamp which read "LE EITHNE COMCEN (Communication 
Centre) P3 l, date in red, NAVAL SERVICE". P3 l is the ships designated number. 
All covers are postmarked with the DMC Paquebot date stamp, see illustrations 
below, if any member would like an example of any of the hand stamps I have some 
duplicates. 
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John Mullen 
52 Raheen Drive, . 
TaUaght, Dublin 24 

Ireland 

Dublin Docklands Maritime Festival "LE EITHNA" 
Dublin (DMC) Paquebot date stamp 5th June 2010 

417 June 2010 J· 
mairitinre 

festival 

r=::·::-11 
I I FL '!MOUTH 

· O.N. 905646 L' G.R.T.87.1Z ~ J 

- ~ JUN 2010 

John Mullen 
52 Raheen Drive, , 

Tallaght, Dublin 24 
Ireland ... 

Dublin Docklands Maritime Festival "S.V. BESSIE ELLEN" 
Dublin (DMC} Paquebot date stamp 5th June 2010 



An Post 
First Machine Counter Stamps 

Onihe 20th May 2010, An Post issued its first machine counter stamps there are four different designs. The first 
Experimental Post Office was the Blackrock office in the Frascati Shopping Centre. Special thanks to Mr. 
Declan O'Kelly for keeping us informed about the issue of these stamps;- he bas a stock ofFDI for sale. 
All stamps are similar in size to the standalone (PSC) machines that we see through out the country. The four 
designs are flowers, Mountain avens, Spring gentian, Bloody crane's-bill and Common knapweed. There are 
three vertical Phosphor bars, which show up as yellow under ultraviolet light, unlike the PSC machine the word 
Eire along with the value and three sets of numbers are printed by the machine. 
The issue I purchased has the first number 10140 which is year 10, year day 140, the following day would be 
10-141;- In the case of the second number 7070301704064, the first three digits 707 is the post office location 
as can be determined from the receipt, the central digits (03017) is the transaction number, the last five digits 
(04064) are the machine stamp counting number, a small vertical number at the bottom right hand corner 
appears to be the stamp counting number within the specific roll, see illustration below. The value can be from 
lcent to as large a value as is needed, and comes in strips of whatever is required, I purchased a strip of20 and 
if need be, can continue till the roll runs out, it is estimated a number of 600 stamps per roll. The Spring gentian 
is the only design with the name printed horizontally, all other design names are vertical. 
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Post Office receipt showing transactions 
No. I ----985 I No.2 -----987 No.----986 missing 

~~ 
Hails Retail Receipt 

Post Office: 707 Position: 3 
Date: 20-Hay-2010 Time: 14:20:35 
Bulk Batch ID: 030089 

Product Name: Custom Stamp - le 
Unit Price 0.01 EUR 
Quantity 20 x 
Item Total 0.20 EUR 

Reference NUlilber 
7070301703985 
7070301703987 
7070301703980 
7070301703989 
7070301703990 
7070301703991 
7070301703992 
7070301703993 
7070301703994 
7070301703995 
7070301703996 
7070301703997 
7070301703998 
7070301703999 
7070301704000 
7070301704001 
7070301704002 
7070301704003 
7070301704004 
7070301704005 

Total Amount Paid 

Payment Method 

0.20 EUR 

Cash 



Over the weekend following the issue of these stamps, Brian Warren and I met to study this stamr issue and 
the receipts. This article tries to show the complexity of these computerised stamps, but as always more study 
is necessary and we would be delighted to hear from any and all collectors. 

In the case of two or more post office positions been used at the same time (counter No.l /No.2) for printing 
the machine stamps, the stamp transaction number will alternated between the two positions as determined by 
the office's central computer, see receipt illustration above. 
Receipt shows, First stamp No. 7070301703985 - second stamp No. 707031703987 
(986 missing) This appears to be due to another customer purchasing a stamp from counter position 
No. 2, during the printing of the stamps at counter position No. 3. All vertical stamp counting 
numbers run in series on the printed strip even though the transaction numbers will alternate. 
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Stampania 
Spring Stamp & Coin Show 

By John Mullen 
About this time of the year the Stampania show takes place at the RDS Dublin. This 
year however the powers that be, changed the name of the show to the Spring Stamp 
& Coin Show, even though the souvenir sheet shows the word Stampania overprinted. 
For the last number of years the coin dealers attended the show, it was decided that it 
was only proper to be inclusive, hence the change of name. 
This year with the name change, I decided to continue with the Dublin theme 
incorporating the Four Courts into the show cancel, many collectors have 
complimented me on the Dublin theme cancel, since I started designing these special 
hand stamps I cancels. 
An Post were in attendance, and were quiet busy, as a result they sent all collectors to 
the Federation table to have the souvenir sheet cancelled which we were delighted to 
help. In attendance at the Federation table were Mr. Brian Warren, Mr. Jim Kelly and 
as they say "there's no show without Punch" namely myself, representing many of the 
Philatelic Societies. As is usual members of the societies put on an exhibition of 5 
frames, of philatelic material. 
The souvenir Sheet was the Year Of The Tiger at a cost of 15€ each which can be 
purchased from many of the philatelic dealers. A souvenir cover designed by myself 
was for sale all proceedings going to the Dublin Stamp Society, a worthy recipient. 
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Ireland 



An Post Postcard Calendar 2010 
By John Mullen 

My Brother Bob visits me on a regular basis; he is a retired Postal worker and 
receives An Post publication, Postnews, shortly before Christmas 2009 he arrived to 
me with the Postnews and a calendar for 2010, which he always gives to me. My eyes 
lit up when I opened the calendar to fmd six post cards as part of the calendar, which 
are perforated, each card is perforated to two months of the year and are easily 
detached, unfortunately they are not pre-paid, but are still a nice addition to any 
collection, see illustrations. 

Passing the parcel 
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