
~iJQS \. _;;:.:;_]B ___, 
"~ ~ 

VOLLt-N 
2013 

(I \!\'it'-: \l(if-!~E \CH\(!{'\.\ 11 · IR!: \''1"1 

THE !RISH PHILA.TELJC SOCiETY 
rw '\nED 1 , 1 

· -tp.s, . nee.us· 

ISSUE 00. 
3 I Sept 

THE JOURNAL OF THE IRISH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

In this issue : Ne.6, Displays, Ibbl:s 1"1!ror:ial ~tition, Will:iarn (Bill) Kane 
A biography, Article : Literary London Part 4 - SoOO 

llf9 ! Stocl!bolm PFA 
I ,r?;.. . Nr 0 3 7 1 a I 

c \{ 1-J 
0 .······ 0 

I- (i\1\ < 
en ·.J ~. .. $. ..... 

0 NOBE!.DAGEN • 
/o ,J\ 

'12 ·\9" 

IIIr Bertil Mc Ki'lnon 
Vis by 
1 Oaklands Drive 

HAZEL GROVE / Cheshire 
England 

Registered fdc for 1964 Nol:.el Prize Winners of 1~ isste. 
Fran the display of 5 Septenl::er. 

x 15318 



Oa:ir member 

Herewith the third journal of the year Wlich continues to be su:x:.essful for the Society. Another new nanber 
elected and a good Ibbl:s ~tion in Sept:enrer. The new sea.son has started \oell and \..e now look fon.ard 
to the anm.al Society Dinner and A\\0.I"ds Cerarony in Novenber. In this journal ¥.e contim.E with the series on 
1'Ll.terary l.ondon" and canplete the &ries of biographies by Heloise Mite.hell on Society nenbers \oA10 v.ere 
also nanbers of the Irish Ehllatelic Circle. 

NEltB 

li:mrershi.p ~ 

Sin:e t:h:! last journal ore new Country IIB1ter' has been ele:ted : Shane r-t Auley. 

In t:h:! sare period no resignations or bereeverents have been ootified. 

PClSI: Offices 

A new Poot Office has in ra:ent tines opened in the Surerquinn Supenrarket canplex on ~TI Road 
in Dublin 12. 

DlSRAYS 

Australia - Pa::k of the Eook 11 July 

This display \\8S given by Tan t1: Carthy. Iocluded \\0S rteterial relating to the Australian Airgratfi Service 
in World \\ar Il, Focces air nail letter cards fran Carada, Kenya, Ugarm and Tangany:ika to Australia. In­
temtl ai!ua.il letter cards with Australian censor narks, aimail military letter cards to South Australia 
with Australian militaruy Forces censor, Aerogrames for 1956 Olympics and 1963 Royal Visit, <lM3 air letter 
with 9d neter fraddng, private aerognmres, International Palloon f'll8tt covers, Victoria Stanp I>Jty isstes 
to £100. Otrer itans irclOOed \ere Stamp futy issues used on cover, Victoria revenues used for postage , 
Victoria revemes used for Relief. and Iocare Taxes 19'.D-1941, Victoria Raili,ays Parcel Stmp.s, Railw:iy ~' 
Q.Jsens1and Govt. RailYBys Newsp:lp:!t and Parcels stanps, \Est.em Australia Revem.es, Suprare Court Fees stanps. 

S\..eClish Camemrative !ssJeS - Part 1 5 Sept 

This display \\8S given by Frank t1: Ibnald and W3S of the :issLes ben.een 1932 and 1968. Irtluded \\ere 1932 
Ieth 6?A!f Tercent: Gustavis AdolJXius set, 1935 SOO Anniv First ~ Parllir.ent Stockholm Buildi.ngs set of 6 
and local Stcx:ldclm fdc with sare of the values, 1936 Inauguration of Brame Airp:>rt issu:?, 1941 5~ Anniv 
of Canonization of St. Bridgit set of 2, 1946 .:.0 Imth Armiv Alfred Nohtl set, 1949 75 Anniv UPU set and 
values used on comercial cover, 1953 .:.0 Anniv S\.edisti Athletic Assr. set, 1956 16th Olympic ~ Equest­
rian Event set, 1900 furo{a set and fdc, 1961 No001 Prize Wimm; of lCX>l set, fclc and rroney order card 
usage, 1963 Norel Priz.e Winners of lc;x)3 set, fdc and International l'bney Order card tJSa8=, 1965 .ll:!ath C.ent 
Fredril<a Br6TEI" set, fdc and imcel card usage, 1966 Nobel Pri2.e Win.riers of 19)) set, fdc and i:arcel card 
usage. A few 1967 First Flight covers \.ere also iocluded and in nnst cases coil pairs and blocks \\ere also 
included in the display. 



ImBS and SCCIEIY QJP CIMPEITTIOO 

A total of 4 entries v.ere sul:mitted for the Ibb~ M:3rorial Canpetition. No entries v.ere subnitted for the 
Society Uip Canretition. The entries w:re judged in Ely lbuse on Thursday 5 Sept:eml:er, ref ore an ordinary 
rreeting of the Society on that night. The canpetition night \..as as s:heduled 19 Septanber. The jury \..as 

Mr. Johm Lennon, Mr. Frank ~t Ibnald and Mr. Brian Pollard (Apprentice) . The four subtti.tted entries \\ere 

PQStal History : td O'Cl.ery Postally Used Mrs Heloi.se Mi.tcrel.l 

Sµ=cialic:ed : Birds of Ireland D:f:i.nitives - The Euro fuoklets Mr. Brian Warren 

Thetatic : Iron and Steell:, A new Age of Bridge Co~tru::tion Mr. Brian Harm:m 

IBA Flags of Q:cupied Cotmtries 1943-44 Issue Mr. Gerry .Byrne 

'Ire results will re announ:ed at the Scciety Awmis Dinrer on Thurs 14 Novanl::er wten the troJhles and 
!JEda.1s WJn will re presented. The results will re publ.isred in the next journal. 

Literary London Part 4 Soho 

'Of all quarters in the qu=er adventurous aJJBlgam called loodon' wrote Jdm G3J..sl..urthy in 7k '!~ SGfP. 
'Soho is perhaps least suited to the Forsyte spirit • • • Untidy, full of Greeks, Ismeelites, cats, Italians, 
t:aratoes, restaurants, organs, coloured stuffs, qt.Eel" nr:tres, J:EOple looking out of upi:er w:i.ndms, it d~ 
remte fran the British Pody Politic.' 

Soho is by tradition, a private eocJave for the initiated - even in its earliest days, it \oBS set aside as a 
private hunting ground for Henry VIII ('So-ho!' \..as a htmting cry). Unli1<e roost areas of London, its borders 
are clearly defined : Oxford Street to the oorth, Shaftesbury ·Avenue to the south, Regent Street to the ~, 
Charing Cross F.ood to the east. In his 11})3 novel~ Ouistoprer Petit identifies the precise entry 
µ:>int into Som' 5 eastern flank as the a:rclThay that links Mmette Street to Greek Street. Originally called 
Rose Street, M311ette Street 'Y.05 renaTE<i after one of the characters in Dickens's A 7a& o/- 7u:o Ci..ti.eh, set 



during the French Revolution : 'The quiet l odgings of Dr Marette v.ere in a quiet street-corner not far fran 
Soho Square ••••• A quainter corner than the corner ~ the doctor lived \\05 not to be found in London:'. 

For a 'i>hile, Soho \\05 aJ..na;t respe::table. The large houses surrounding Golden Square provided settings for 
several 18th and 19th century novels. Matthew Bramble lives here in Tobias Srollett's 7he ExµrLitWn. o,t. 
~ Clinl<RA. (1771). Dickens, who had loved the novel as a child, set Ralph Nickleby's house in Golden 
Square. 

In 1811 Shelley rought lodgings in Poland Street, after he and his friend Janes Hogg had b:!en e.~ed fran 
Oxford for writting a provocative f011Phlet , 'ihe rEcessity of Atlltisn". The house they briefly slared, at 
No 15 is oow an I talian restaurant, but 9Jeiley is camerorated in a huge miral , 'The Soho ttiral : 'ilie to 
tte \.Est Wind' at the end of the road, on the corner with Noel Street. 

In 1002 the 17-year old Th:Jras ~ Q,riocey ran a\oay fran Mn:hester Grarm:er S:hool, where he \o.0.S a l:nlrder, 
and, after wmdering aimlessly in W:tl.es, ended up virually iam:Uess in Soho. 

In tre early 19th century, ~ ~y's only serious rival as a literary critic \\0S Wi..llian Hazlitt. Hazlitt 
died at 6 Frith Street, \ohere his last \..Ords \Ere 1\o.hll I've had a happy life'. In li.£.eA. /Jmyz,i/., he recounts 
his ro~ one-way love affair with a 16 year old servant girl. His Frith Street hare is now a srall ex­
cl.U5ive hotel, fran which Bill &yscn t:egi.ns his odyssey around Britain in Not.eh /;l.an a Snnfl. I.dad. (lCJJS). 

ftlzlitt 's camerorati ve stone can still be seen at the foot of the Wt.er 'IJUch is all that rerains of St Anne's 
Church in \in-dour Street (the rest of the building \oBS destroyed during an air raid in 1940). St Anne's alSJ 
ms a plaque came1mating Ibrothy L Sayers, theologian and creator of Lord Peter Wiusey. &r aS1eS are buried 
under the trner. 

Soho in the sixties, \oA'e1 the Kray t:wi.ns held S\<By, is convincingly recreated in Jake Arnott 's 1<».J oovel 71u?.. 
l.nng 1.iMz • In Ierek Rayinnis last mvel Not 7.i.f.f. the Red fog 17.iheh (1994) a hi.man with £17,cm in his 
ixx:kets is forced to spend a night in Soho Ja Square - the notes are all in fifties and he can't get dmtge for 
the 00s hmN hare. 

\,hile he ....as writing frM Kapi.ia.I. in the 18:(6 Karl Marx lived with his large family in t:\\O of the ui;stairs 
roons at 26 D::an Street (mw 1eoni 's ~ Vadis restaurant). 

ContanaryofCharte•DtduuuiDeath1870·lD'70 

No.9 Gerrard Street (currently a Ori.rese ~t) was ooce the Turk's Head tavern, frequented by Johnson, 
EoS\..ell (Wio lcdged at No.22), Goldsni.th, Burke and other 18th century lurr.i.naries. Burke himself lived at 
No.37 and Dryden at No .43 (ooth houses are now ~e restaurants). /.s a child Charles Die.kens used to visit 
his urcl.e , Th::rra.s Parrow who had lodgings in a rook shop in Gerrard Street. In {jl2at f.;qxu::f.atiIJM the 



lawyer Jaggers lives on the south side of Gerrard Street, in 'rather a stately house of its kind, but 
dolefully in wmt of painting, and with dirty windows. 1 

In the 19::£5, Gerrard Street l:ecanE the nain thoroughfare of I.nndon's Chinatown. In Tinothy fob's 1932 
novel Sowz. 5l.i.cel it is known simply as 'Chlnese Street 1 

• 

Fittingly, given the anount of writing tlat did nara.ge to get done in Soho, Omi.ng Cross Rood is lined 
with OOokshollS. Foyles, at No. 119 is fanous for its iJnI:enetrable shelving systan and llDl.IIltains of 
forgotten stock. 

The 'nole hunt' in John le Carre's espiorage novel 7in/wz. 7ai..f.on.. So.frl,Wi Sm (1974) takes place close 
by in 'the Circus' - the dingy offices of M 16, in the north-east comer of Canbridge Ci.rcu.s. 

In 1923, T S Eliot rented k rocms at lilHrisrifgh Burleigh Mms:i.ons at No.20 Charing Cross Rood, near 
Ce:il C.ourt. 

In the next article in this 9!ries \..e will look at ~lelnne. 

Frank H:: Ibnald 



WILLIAM (BILL) C KANE (1909-2004) 
A biography by Heloi"se Mitchell 

Bill Kane in 1980 

William Christopher Kane ('Bill') was born at 30 St 
Michael's Terrace, Dublin 8, on 17 June 1909. His 
father, Joseph, was a postman and musician and he 
and his wife, Margaret (nee Fitzpatrick), had seven 
children - three girls af!d four boys. Bill was the 
eldest of the family. The 1911 census shows that 
they had moved to 4 Windsor Terrace (part of Wood 
Quay), Dublin which they shared with another 
family. Subsequently, they moved to 24 Penrose 
Street, South Lotts Road, Ringsend where they lived 
until 1929 when his parents acquired 7 o·connell 
Gardens in Sandymount. 

Bill was educated in Saint Mary's Boys' School, 
Haddington Road, Dublin. He left school in 1923 
after passing the Civil Service exam for Boy 
Messengers in the Post Office, starting work in the 
Telegraph Office in Amiens Street, Dublin. He 
progressed in this employment, ending his career as 
a postman, just like his father. 

In 1935, as chairman of his local branch of the Post 
Office Workers' Union, Bill led the deputation 
seeking the abolition of work in th~ Post Office on 
Christmas Day. This ·Was granted in 1936 and, as a 
result, a new slogan was issued in December 1937 -
'NO XMAS DAY DELIVERY - POST EARLY IN 
THE WEEK'. (See Bill's own accozml of this.) 
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Bill's life can be summed up as follows: music, his 
wife. ·Posie' and philately. 

It was two of his fellow postmen who started Bill on 
his musical career by encouraging him to learn the 
clarinet and the trumpet. He delivered telegrams by 
day and undertook a correspondence course \Vith 
Trinity College. Dublin in the evenings, studying 
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musical theory. harmony and counterpoint. This 
enabled him to join the Dublin Po\·ta/ Band in 1929. 
as an oboe player. 

Bill first met musician Jack Flahive when they were 
both competitors in the 1931 Feis Ceoil; they 
worked together and remained friends for a further 
65 years. In 1936, after passing the required 
musical test, both Bill and Jack became members of 
the Dublin Dance Musicians· Association, to which 
they gave life-long service, being both elected to the 
Audition Board in 1942 and to the Education Board 
in 1943. Bill and Jack were also co-founders !'f the 
Musicians' Credit Union. Bill was an executive 
member of the Irish Federation of Musicians from 
the time of its foundation and remained a Trustee 
after his musical career had ended. 

In 1935 Bill joined the Musical Art Society 
Orchestra (formerly the 'Harding Orchestra') and in 
1936 he became the Double Bass player of the string 
octet formed by Miss Harding, while continuing to 
play in the MASO orchestra. 

Between 1935 and 1958 Bill played in thirteen 
different bands and performed in many venues, 
including Clery's Ballroom, the Gresham Hotel and 
the Four Provinces Ballroom. He also perfonned on 
radio on many occasions. 

His temporary appointment as Librarian and 
Assistant Manager of the Radio Eireann Symphony 
Orchestra in 1958 brought an end to his Dance Band 
career. He was in effect "on loan" from the Post 
Office who continued to pay his nonnal salary. His 
RESO appointment was made pennanent on 29 
March 1963. where his work involved transcribing 
orchestral scores and writing arrangements for the 
orchestra. 

Blind composer Daniel McNulty's mother, whose 
musical knowledge was sketchy, transcribed all 
McNulty's compositions, but her scores were often 
defective. On one occasion, Bill had to sit beside 
McNulty during rehearsals to sort out the errors in 
the score so that the parts were corrected in time for 
the concert. Bill noted that there were 2,000 wrong 
notes in the score in question. 

Philo MacJ..ey. wife of the late Dr John Mackey. 
remembers Bill telling her that he transcribed music 
for Sean O'Riada. arranging O'Riada's compositions 
for the various parts. 

Bill's knowledge of music and versatility are 
demonstrated by the range of instruments he was 
able to play: the clarinet oboe. cello. tenor banjo. 
mandolin, guitar, saxaphone. euphonium. trombone. 
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sousaphone, tuba and Hawaiian guitar. 

Bill's last official task as a musician was to judge the 
instrumental section of the I 21

h annual Castlebar 
International Song Contest, held on 3 October 1977. 
His co-judges were Bill Cochran and Jimmy 
Kennedy. author of so many well-known songs. 
such as 'Red Sails in tire Sunset', 'Isle vj Capri', 
'Harbour LighH', 'Sowlr of tlie Border', 'J\{v Pmyer'. 
and many more. 

Bill first met Rosie Gleeson ('Posie'), when he 
joined the Orchestra of the Father Mathew Players 
in 1931. She was a member of the Drama and 
Chorus section of the Players. In his personal notes, 
Bill wrote that she was the first and only girl that he 
had ever taken out on a date. He stated that it was a 
case of Jove at first sight and that their bond never 
altered through the 6 I years that they were together. 

They were married in the Church of St Paul, Arran 
Quay. Dublin on 2 September 1935. After their 
marriage, they lived in North King Street, Dublin, 
and as a postman's pay at the time was only about 
£ 1. 8s. Od per week, Bill supplemented it by playing 
in Dance Bands at night. In due course they took 
over 7 o·connell Gardens from his parents and 
lived there for the rest of their married life. Visitors 
were always made most welcome and provided with 
afternoon tea or an evening meal. 

Bill and Posie had four sons but, sadly, only one 
survives, though there are grandchildren. Posie had 
a stroke in I 98 I and complications resulted in her 
right leg being amputated; when she came home, it 
was in a wheelchair. This meant a big change of 
lifestyle for Bill, who looked after Posie at home for 
the next eleven years, becoming proficient at all the 
household chores. When her health deteriorated in 
1992 and Bill, at 83, was finding it hard to cope, she 
went to Our Lady's Hospice in Harold's Cross, 
where she died on 4 June I 992. 

Bill was introduced to philately in I 914 by a fellow­
pupil collecting used postage stamps from around 
the world. At the age of eleven he became 
interested in items other than stamps, largely as a 
result of chatting to his father about the workings of 
the post office and the various types of documents 
that could be collected. When he was a Messenger 
Boy in the Post Office. any spare money from his 
weekly pay was spent on stamps. 

He was best known for his collections of Ireland -
postal history, mileage marks, registered post. 
overprints. postage due, TPOs/Railways and coil 
stamps. He was Vel)' interested in the varieties on 
definitive and commemorative stamps and he 
himself disco\.ered some major flaws over the )ears. 
His love of postal history had been encouraged b~ 
Dr Stafford Johnson. TE Field and Fred Dixon. 
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He also found time to collect the stamps and covers 
of GB. USA. Poland, Sweden and Gennany. 
Thematics caught his imagination long before they 
\\.ere popular in Ireland and he formed collections 
on ships, music and religion. His main competitive 
thematic e:-..hibit and the one he was keenest on. was 
W<ir mu/ Plli"1tely, later renamed Tile Pe11 and tile 
Sword. Bill also had a display entitled Ire/mu/'::; 
Plliltttelic: Li11ks Abroad which theme has been 
taken up by several collectors since then. 

In 1960 Bill was one of the founders of the Irish 
Study Group, renamed the Irish Philatelic Circle in 
1963. His many positions in the Circle included: 
regional secretary ( 1960-1961 ), auctioneer during 
the 1960s and again in 1981 , committee member 
during the 1960s and most of the I 980s, vice­
president (1970-1974) and president (1974-1976). 
In 1972 the IPC and EPA journals became a joint 
venture, with Bill as editor. Bill produced four 
combined journals, two in I 972 and two in I 973, 
after which he resigned as editor and the two 
journals reverted to their separate identities. 

Bill wirh Frank Hol:mu/ler, thejirsr FA/ president, 
at Stampa in 198-1 

Bill was very involved in the organisation of the 
first Stampa in I 972 and instituted the William 
Kane Trophy for Aerophilately. He was the first 
recipient of the new Post Office ' Stamping Branch 
Trophy', awarded to the best entry of Irish stamps 
from 1922 onwards. He was so busy entering 
competitions that he was never available to act as 
judge at Stampa. except in 1981 and I 992. 

At the Stampa Awards Banquet in 1992. Bill. who 
was Chairman of the Jury, was presented with a 
Gold medal by Michael Giffney, Chairman of 
Stampa. to mark his contribution and dedication to 
Irish philatel) for more than llalf a century. 

Bill joined the Dubl in Stamp Society in 1954 and 
\\. On the Mortimer Trophy in 1957. 1966. 1969 and 
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1972. He presented the Bill K:me Trophy ''Postal 
History" to the society. 

Also a member of the Irish Philatelic Society, he 
was President from 1969 to 1970 and winner of the 
Dobbs Trophy in 1975. The WC Kane Thematic 
Trophy was his legacy to the IPS. 

A keen and active member of the EPA, he served as 
Director for some years. The Thomas Edwin Field 
Memorial Award. in itiated by the EPA. was 
presented to Bill in 1970 for ·outstanding services to 
Irish Philately·. 

Though Bill was never a member of the FA!, he had 
an excellent rapport with the society. He offered 
them his book, Tile Undtlletl Name·slamps of 
lreltmtl, for publication and it became their 
Handbook No. 6. Bill was awarded the FAl-Preis 
(medal and certificate) for his remarkable 
contribution to Irish philately at their AGM held in 
Wunstdorf in Germany on 22 March 1986. 

In 1968 Bill, who was a very fine illustrator, was 
asked to draw all the errors and varieties featured in 
David Feldman's Handbook of Irisfl Pfli/ale/y. A 
year later he was offered a job in Feldman's stamp 
business at Leinster Road which offer came just two 
days after Bill had retired from Radio Eireann. One 
of his tasks there was to edit the D. F. Newsletter, 
published from 1970 to 1980, for which he wrote 
many of the articles and produced the auction lists. 
He also co-authored the Hmullmok of Jri.\·fl Postal 
History to 1840 with David Feldman, now a 
standard reference book. Bill stayed in Feldman's 
until the end of 1976, working with Richard Stein 
and David MacDonnell. David Feldman had moved 
to Geneva in November 1973. 

1969 was a very good year for Bill for as well as 
joining Feldman's, he swept the board ·at the BPE, 
winning 'Best Exhibit in Show', the Link House 
Trophy (awarded annually by Stamp ·weekly and 
Stamp Maga=ine) and £50 Stg. His entry, War mu/ 
Pllilately, was extensively written·up in Stamp 
Week~v on 23 October 1969. 

In 1974 Bill was invited to judge the philatelic 
competition in Saint Mary's College, Rathmines. 
The winner was David MacDonnell, who of course 
went on to join the staff in Le inster Road. 

Bill was very honoured to sign the Irish Roll of 
Distinguished Phi late I ists in I 981. its second year. 
along ~vith his very good friend Fred Dixon. The 
special scroll presented to him on this occasion was 
one of his most treasured awards. 

When the Department of Posts & Telegraphs 
decided to open a Postal Museum in Dublin. Bill 
was asked to catalogue and index the philatelic 
material in the GPO archives. much of which had 
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been donated by private collectors. He commenced 
this work in February 1982. in close collaboration 
with the late Con Bud.ley. The philatel ic material 
also had to be wrinen up for display in the proposed 
Postal Museum and this task fell to Bill. 

Bi ll enjoyed the work so much that he spent five 
days a week in the GPO (9am to 5pm) instead of the 
three to four-day week originally planned. I le was 
earning £200 a week compared to the 7s. 4d a week 
as a Messenger Bo) back in 1923. Unfortunately. he 
had to resign in October 1983 because of Posie's ill­
health. To his great disappointment, the museum 
never materialised during his lifetime, though not 
for lack of effort on his part and that of other · 
philatelists. . 
In 1987 An Post mounted a temporary display of 
Irish stamps and postal history in the Royal 
Hospital, Kilmainham. Many of the album pages 
were illustrated by Bill with drawings of the early 
Irish postal markings. 

Bill with Hein=-Juergen Kumpf. then FAJ Vice-President, 
Rudvlf Herb in the cenlre ancl Christiane Meier j11s1 

visible in the background, at Stampa 198./ 

Bill's 90111 birthday in June 1999 was marked by a 
lunch in the Orwell Lodge Hotel, Rathgar. 
Unfortunately, the 'birthday boy' was in hospital and 
the event had to take place without him. Past 
Presidents of the Circle and some of his philatelic 
friends attended and were able to share many stories 
concerning Bill. Fortunately. we had another cause 
for celebration - the 60111 anniversary of the 
ordination of the late Canon John Brennan, another 
founder of the Circle and a past president. 

Two presentations made to Bill by An Post pleased 
him particularly. The fi rst was at Stam pa 1994. 
when he received a copy of P"stage Stamps of 
Jrela11d from the Chief Executive of An Post. Mr 
John Hynes. The first page of the book was 
dedicated to Bill and inscribed "/11 reL0og11itilm of 
ltis life-lo11g co11trih11tim1 Ill lrl\'11 Pflilutt!(•' mul 
witli tlumks for ltis va/11etl assistam:e to the lrislt 
Post Office". Bill had been greatly involved in the 
production of 1he book. 
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The second presentation was an eight-page folder 
entitled Collectors' Items, which dealt with aspects 
of Irish definitive stamp design. Inscribed "W. 
Kane, Pftilatelic Conrnltant, Postal Bra11cil, GP.O., 
D11blil1", it was the only Post Office publication 
naming the person responsible for its production. 

-

~~ 

Bill Kane, David Feldman and David MacDonnel/ with 
President Cearbhall 0 'Dalaigh, in Aras an Uachtarain, 
at the signing of a presemation copy of the Ha11dbook of 
Irislt Postal Historj', on its publication in 1975 

From his earliest·collecting days, Bill made a note 
of al I his stamp transactions and, according to these 
records, he spent a total sum of £1,200 on all his 
philatelic material. 1n 1958 he started to dispose of 
his collections and by 1994 he had realised £52,991. 

Bill started writing about Irish postal history and 
philately in general in 1957 and frequently 
corresponded with Dr Stafford Johnson, Fred Dixon, 
TE Field, Professor Renouf, WG Meredith, Canon 
Brennan and Robson Lowe, all eminent philatelists 
in their day. During the next 77 years, he filled 78 
binders with articles on subjects as diverse as postal 
uniforms, fakes and forgeries, Irish postal history. 
penny posts and the cancellations of Dublin from 
1667 onwards. Bill was renowned for his in-depth 
research and many of his books and articles have 
become the standard. reference works. He donated 
all his research files and publications. along with his 
extensive philatelic library (over 300 books, I 
believe), to the Public Library in Pearse Street. 
Dublin 2, where they are available for consultation. 

Bill's motto was that life should be lived to the full, 
and this was reflected in everything he did 
throughout his life. He died peacefully in his sleep 
on I 3 April 2004 at the home of his youngest son, 
Frank and his wife. Breda. near Clonmel. Co. 
Tipperary. He had been living with them for about a 
year after moving out of O'Connell Gardens in 
Ballsbridge, where he had spent so many happy 
years and where. according to himself. he had hoped 
to die. 

When I was researching this biography I was m 
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contact with some of those who had f...nown or 
worked with Bill during his lifetime. One of these 
was David Feldman, who kindly contributed the 
following appreciation: 

Bill Kane was truly a masterclass in Irish 
Philately. Little recognized in his heyda). he has 
become a "legend" for the generations that 
follow. l le was a pioneer, putting together and 
organising mountains of facts he accumulated 
through his life to its last moment, into easy-to­
read classifications in the fonn of books, articles 
and pamphlets. 

What amazed me was his energy. A mind so 
active always busy on some task or other, y~t he 
always had time to be kind and thoughtful to all 
those around him, I ike a busy bee making the 
honey but caring at the same time that it would 
be well packaged and appreciated. 

Success does not come by chance nor by itself ... 
I owe much of my own to the good fortune of 
having someone like Bill around me. He showed 
me the way for many things, not just from what 
he said like "codology" which was his word for 
all that fooled the world, but by observing him 
and so learning some of the deeper "secrets" of 
human experience. 

His legacy lives on, certainly in my own 
endeavours ... thank you Bill! 

David Feldman, August 2012. 

Awards and Achievements 

It has not been possible to give all the details of 
Bill's medals and entries but I have been able to add 
considerably tq Bill's own listing which was very 
incomplete. 

• 1957, 1966, 1969, 1972 Mortimer Trophy (DSS) 
• TE Field Award (IPC) 11 times for philatelic and 

literature entries 
• 1969-1970 President of the IPS 
• 1970 TE Field Memorial Award (EPA) 
• 1974-1976 President of the !PC 
• 1975 Dobbs Memorial Trophy (IPS) 
• 1979 exhibitor at IPC exhibition in the RPSL 
• 1981 and 1992 Judge at Stampa 
• 1981 Signed "Irish Roll of Distinguished Philatel ists 
• 1986 FAl-Preis (special award) 
• 1989 Vincent A Linnell Award (EPA) for The 

Curraglz Camp (best article in vol. 39 of 7'l1e 
Revealer) 

• Life membership of the I PS. I PC ( 1976) and EPA 
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St:)mpll 
• 1973 Silver • 50 rear.\ of Irish Coils 
• 1974 Bronze - Irish Postal Hiswry 1700-18-10 
• 1974 Bronze+ F • Hilr and Philate{t• 
• 1974 Silver - Irish Rt!gistered Mail 
• l 975 Silver - Irekmd: Pre-adhe~ive markings 

• 1975 Bronze • Watercraji 
• I 976 Medal for best US exhibit - USA Postal 

History 
• 1976 USA Naval Cam:ellatiom 

• 1977 Silver Bronze + F ·Registered Post in 
Ireland 

• 1978 Silver+ the David Feldman Trophy - Ireland: 
Postage Due 

• 1979 Bronze - The Pen and the Sword 

• 1980 Silver+ Stamping Branch Trophy - Ireland: 
1922123 Ove1pri111 Coils 

• 1980 Bronze -Ireland: Coil Stamps 1923-1978 
• 1982 Bronze + F - Spoon Cancellations 

• 1988 Silver - The Pen and the Sword 
• J 992 Gold (special award) 
Stampe~ 

• 1968, 1969 & 1981 
• 1970.- lreland 
• 1971 Silver Gilt - War and Philate{v 

1971 Bronze ·Dublin Hands/amps 
• 1972 Silver Gilt - War and Philately 

• 1972 - Ireland 
• 1980 Bronze Silver+ F - The Pen and the Sword 
BPE 
• 1967, 1969, 1978 & 1979 
• 1969 Link House Trophy + Best in Show - War and 

Plzilately 
• 1971 Silver Bronze - Irish Postal A!arking,· 1700-

1900 
Other National Exhibitions 
• 1967 lnterpex (New York) 
• I 975 Westpex (California) Bronze - Ireland, 

Registered Post 

• J 981 Sud-West (Gennany) Silver - Po.\tal 
Markings of Dublin 1840-1922 (Literature) 

• 1992 Annual Philatelic Literature Fair (Spellman 
Museum of Stamps & Postal History, Ma, USA) 
Silver to IPC for The Uniform Fourpenny Post in 
Ireland (by W Kane) 

Internntionnl 

• 1962 Prague 
• 1966 Warsaw, Poland 
• 1970 Philympia, London 
• 1971 Capetown. South Africa 
• 1971 Budapest Bronze Silver· War and Philate(v 

• 1972 Belgica. Brussels Bronze 
• 1973 !BRA. Munich Bronze - Har and Philate(v 
• 1974 Basle Silver· rl'Gr and Philate~v 
• 1975 Madrid 
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• 1987 PHILIBRI. Gennany 
• 1988 Prague 
• 1990 Stamp World. London 

Publications nnd Research 

• Jri\"11 TPO,· (lri\11 Philmt!ly, 1967) 
• Ha11tlbook of Irish Postal Hl\tory 10 J."14() 

(Feldman & Kane; Feldman, 1975) 

• Regl\·tered Mail in lrt!lmul ll/24-NIJJ 
(Irish Phi/ate/)~ Dec 1979) 

• Registration Labels (Irish Philately , 1980) 

• Postal Markings of Dublin 184()-1912 
(Giffney, 1981 ) 

• Postal Stationery 11sed i11lrelt111d1840-)976 . 
• U11dated Name-stamps of /rela11d 1B2J-1861J (rAr. 

Handbook No. 6, 1986 +.supplement 1988) 
• U11iform Fourpe1111y Post in Jre/a11d (!PC, 1989) 

• Tire Fourpe11ny Post ( 199 1) 
• History of tl1e Irish Pit ii ate lie Circle ( 1995) 
• lrislz Diamonds 
• Registration Labels 

Bill was a prolific writer in publications such as the 
D.F. Newsletter, Irislt P/1ilt1tely, Tlte Revealer, the 
Postal History Journal, lrela11d oft/1e Welcomes and 
Irish Stamp News. 

He was involved in the following publications: 
• Tile Spoo11E.~perime11t1853-1858 

(Willcocks & Bentley, 1960) 
• Handbook of Irislz P/iilately (Feldman, 1968) 
• Hibemia11 Specialised Catt1log11e of the Postage 

Stamps of Ire/am/ 1922-72 ( 1972) 

• A History of the TPOs of GB, Part 3, Scot/a11d amJ 
lrela11d (HS Wilson, Railway Philatelic Group, 
1977) 

• Registered Mail of 1/1e British Isle.\· 
(James Mackay, 1982) 

• Supervisory editor of Postage Sll1mps of Ire/mu/ 
1922-1982 (Liam Miller, GPO, 1982) 

• Stamps of Irl!/aml 1991 (McDonnell Whyte) 
• D11hli11Spom1: 1855-1857(Cyril Dulin, 1992) 
• Receiving House Marks 

My tlwnks to David Feldman. John Lennon, Pat Casey, 
Brian Warren, Ian Whyte and to the FA!. especially HJ 
Kumpf. Hans Bergdoll and Joachim Schaaf.for their 
help. The photos 11 ere provided by the FA! and 
1WacD01111ell Whyte. The articlr?, NO X1'v!AS POST, is 
reproduced from the Revealer of Winter 1985. by kind 
permission of the EPA. 

Editor's note: The article on page 65 did actually 
appear in our December 1986 issue but as a tribute to 
Bill Kane and as we have many new members. I am 
more than happy that it be reproduced again here. 
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