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Ireland’s stamp to celebrate 200 years of the opening of the GPO in 1818
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Export Licence. When new higher value Postal
Orders were being introduced in 1953 it was decided
that the Irish spelling on these orders would be the
latest approved spelling. From 1931 various steps
were made to simplify Irish spelling. Aspirated
consonants that were not pronounced were dropped
thereby shortening some words. A basic standard

spelling was adopted in 1957. PUIST was changed
to POIST. The Director of Stamping said the
spelling changes would be implemented on the new
values and on the existing values as their engravings
needed renewal, which could mean many years. As
noted in Part 2 in the December issue, none had
been changed by 1959.

fig 4

A typescript of the matter on the back of the form,
as amended was sent to the Director of Stamping in
May 1953 (fig 4). There is no reference to when the
new version of the Regulations went into use.
Chambon’s invoice is dated 6 November 1953 so
one must assume that it would have been prior to
that date.

When new £3, £4 and £5 Postal Orders were being
produced in 1959 new engravings for the Regulation
were included in the order to Chambon. This is the
last reference to the backs in files. I do, however,
conclude by showing (fig 5) the reverse of the form
of Postal Order that was in use until 2001 – valid for
six months but not valid in the United. Kingdom.

fig 5

By way of postscript, I am advised that A.S. (Alexander Scott) Roberts had been seconded from Somerset House
(London) in 1922, where he had been Assistant Director of Stamping. He retired in 1938 having been on long term
secondment to the Stamping Branch in Dublin Castle. He lived in Sandycove, Dun Laoghaire, until his death c1950.














