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THE IRISH ABROAD - PART 16

Brian Warren

Channel Islands (continued)

First of all I return to the Guernsey issues
mentioned in my last article. I realised after the
article went to press that I had left out two other
issues with an Irish connection.

fig. 1

The first is an 18p stamp (fig. 1) from a six stamp
aviation set issued in May 1989 to mark 201
Squadron's Affiliation with Guernsey. The stamp
features a Short S.25 Sunderland MkV Flying
Boat. Short Brothers plc, usually referred to as
Shorts or Short, is an aerospace company based
in Belfast, Northern Ireland. Shorts was founded
in 1908 in London, and was the first company in
the world to make production aircraft.[ It was
particularly notable for its flying boat designs
which continued to be manufactured into the
1950s. It is now owned by the Canadian firm
Bombardier.

fig. 2

The second stamp comes from a six stamp set
issued in 2008 for Alderney to mark the 50th
anniversary of Aurigny Air Services. It is the flag
carrier airline of the Bailiwick of Guernsey with
its head office next to Guernsey Airport and is
wholly owned by the States of Guernsey since
nationalisation in 2003.

The 51p value features a Short 360, a commuter
aircraft that was built by Short Brothers during
the 1980s (fig. 2). It seats up to 39 passengers and
was introduced into service in November 1982. It
is also affectionately known in aviation circles as
"The Shed".

The full set including the 51p value was also
issued as a miniature sheet (not illustrated).

Next is Jersey where there are only seven issues
known to me with an Irish interest. The first is, I
admit, somewhat tenuous and is an 8p value (fig.
3) issued in 1983 bearing the portrait of Cardinal
John Henry Newman (1801-1890). It was one of
a four stamp set to commemorate the 50th death
anniversary of Walter Ouless, a Jersey artist.

fig.3

The Irish connection is that he was the first rector
of the new Catholic University of Dublin (1854-
58), now University College Dublin. 85 & 86 St
Stephen's Green, then part of the University
complex, were joined in the mid 19th century and
named after Cardinal Newman who was first
head of the National University of Ireland.

Although UCD moved to Belfield, Dublin 4 in
the 1970's, Newman House, a magnificent
Georgian building, is still owned by them and is
now used as a conference and events venue.

fig. 4

The second stamp comes from an aviation set
issued in 1987, and features a Shorts 330 in the
livery of Jersey European Airways on the 29p
value (fig. 4). It is a smaller version of the Short
360 referred to above.

If you note that I have missed an issue
in my writings. please do drop me a
line - my contact details are on the first
page of IPC News - Brian Warren.
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fig. 5

The third stamp was the 41p value from a set
issued in 1994 to mark the 25th Anniversary of
the Jersey Postal Administration (fig. 5). The
stamp illustrates a Short 360 in the livery of
Aurigny Air Services.

fig. 6

The set was also issued as a miniature sheet (fig.
6).

fig. 7

The fourth stamp comes from a set issued to
mark the 60th anniversary of the Battle of Britain
issued in 2000. The 65p value features a Short
Sunderland Mk1 flying boat (fig. 7).

fig.8

The fifth issue relates to St Patrick. A set of six
stamps on the subject of Jersey Postal History
issued in 2010 featured mail ships. The 80p value
illustrates St Patrick III (fig. 8). Built in 1947,
the ship was mainly used on the Weymouth -
Channel Islands route and after several changes
in owners was finally broken up in 1980 in
Greece.

fig. 9

The miniature sheet in the same set features a
different stamp. However, a prestige booklet was
also released in conjunction with this issue and
three of the panes include the set of six stamps in
different layouts - all include the St Patrick III
stamp. One of the panes also includes an
additional image of the boat in the bottom
margin (fig. 9).

fig. 10

The sixth issue in 2012 marked the centenary of
the sinking of the Titanic with the release of £3
stamp within a miniature sheet featuring the
doomed ship (fig. 10).

fig. 11 fig. 12

Finally, in 2013 a six stamp set was issued to
mark the 125th anniversary of the Kennel Club of
Jersey. The 60p value features an Irish Setter (fig.
11) and the 68p the Kerry Blue Terrier (fig. 12).

In the next issue, I will turn to the stamps issued
by the United States and Canadian Postal
Administrations.

(to be continued)
\


