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I.F.

EDITCRIAL

This issue of Irish Philately is unusual
in having two editorials, Noel Langton
has made many valid poinis in the Notes’
which appear in the following pages. I
would endorae all he writes and add my
thanks to Bill Kane who produced four
issues of the combined Journal under the
most difficult circumstances.

I feel that, whilst a printed Journal
looks better, as lmg as the layout and
content is good a Joumal produced on &
duplicating mechine is perfectly
acceptable and truat that the memberghip
will agree with me.

In this issue are articles of interest
and the first part of Dr, de Burca's

opus on the postmarks of Leitrim, in the
samc format as his work on the pogimarks
of Monaghan which was a special issue in
1966, A few copies of this are still
available, from the editor, address above,
for 30p post free. This present work will
be completed in the next two issues,

Foar future issues we atill require more
articles and I appeal for support in this.
Nocl Langton and myself intend to publish
the second ceditiom of "Phe Canccllations

of Baile Atha Cliath 1922 ~ 1972".in serial
form in the Journal as ocur centributiom
to content. This will ensure material
for some time to come but we shall still
need additional materizl.

Your support and camstructive criticism
is solicited.

0.M. Richards
Editor

- Jun;a 1973



" POINTS OF VIEW
-lI\To.el J. Langton

Inspiration for Editors notes comes very hard when one is unsure of
one's ground. Members well be aware of. the temination .of the I.P.C. -
E.P.A. Journal arrangements and. the. subsequent vacancy in the I,P.C.
editorial department due to Bill Kane's decision not to continue in office.
The present position -ig that a loosely knit. editorial sub-committee ex:.s‘ts,
the members being tre Areca Hon. Secretaries, who are supposed to do
‘something or other with articles, news items etc.; otc. All delightfully
vaguc, becausc ultimately we must have one editor, whose decision is final
in all things relating to the Journsl contents.

Also, in case you don't know, the cditor must "put the paper to bed',
t¢ use newspaper jargon. He has to see to the typing of stencils, the
duplicating, the stapling and whatnoi.. By the very nature of our group, it
just isn't on for people widely separated by distance to de this sort of
job satisfactorily. The editor's.time (whoever he may be) is.as precious
as yours or mine, yet he gladly donates z. high proportion. of it to the
production of the Journal, so that we can have the "gen" cvery so often in
a neat packet.  In spite of this, the misguided man who lives behind the
door marked "Edltor" is subjccted to 211 the criticisms, brickbats and
snide remarks that can be thought up at the scratch of a pen. So plesse,
dear ‘rezder, remember that thére is no such thing as "Instant Journal", it
hes. to be worked at, worked for; o wonderful opportunity. for somebody, 80
lang’ as its not yeu - or me. Tmnk a.bout 1t )

To ond the 1ecture (1nsp1red, I should say, by a‘ttendlng the A.G.M.,
in leerpool in May) I quoté unashamedly fran.the chairman'’s notes of the
Model Railway Society Bulletin for August 1966. The words are so apt
that I don't think they: can be bettered to 111ustrate 'bhe pom‘l:zv-

"Why did you join 'bhe Club? Whgt did you prect to get in return
for your subscription? What did you intend to put in as your
contribution for the benefit of the whole membership? Did you
feel that your subscription was enough? Did you feel, also, that
as lang =8 someone clge did the work a cantribution froam you,
however small, didn't mattoer?

These are pertinent questions and you may well wonder why I ask
them. Most clubs have 2 amall "hard core" of mombers who do the .
bulk of the work for the benefit of the remainder - and enjoy
themselves in doing it. Every so often this small band becancs
depleted by reasans of removel, ill-health, advancing sge, doctor’'s
orders, changing circumstances c¢te., and it becanes necessary to
find new blcod. Lodking back over the past decade, I am ast mished
at the mmber of chonges and a little sad thot some who were so
keen and able are now no longer able - though just as keen.

I.P. ' ol e June 1973,



Now, this Bulletin; ycu mey. have noticed that the initials F.G.C.,
appear so often that it would seem that Fred is not oly cditor
but reporting staff as well, This is hardly feir and he should

have botter bad{ing ntnuDCGO....DO‘B'UU.IOOIC“.

Need I sy more. Yes, the more is confained in the next sentence in

that M.R.C. Bulletin.

"I trust that yoa will give hi.m- full. support. | If you do not, S

the laat issue of the Bulletln may not be far awmay".

Wh:zlst the lag sentence wos not underhned in the M.R.C. Bulletin, .-

I feel that this is a valid point and deserves. emphasis,

* K ¥ K X K X X KKK KX RN

NOTICE

The Editor has the follomng back copies of Journals

for sale to new member3°-

32 copies. Post Offlces and Handstamps of Monaghan
. . by Dr. B. de Bureca

{6 copies. Irish Philately December 1966

17 copies. Irish Philately June 1967

30 copies. Irish f’hila:teljr September 1967

l;All pr:Lces are post fres, proceeds to (h.rcle Funds.

Separate blark P. O's for each copy requlred if you
are too late you get your P.O., back!

¥Rk 2 ¥ oW ¥ K KR W RO O¥ X X

"30p each

25p each
25p each
25p cach

I.P. -1 = June 1973.



IRTSH ERINNOPHILIA

by
Bill Mathews
with help ond advice from F.E. Dixon

WQMEN'S NATTONAL HEALTH ASS, OF IRELAND - Of Dublin

Seals designed by Miss E.C. Yeats.

1909 s Double barred cross in oval with "Merry Christmas and
Happy Wew Year'; Blue, V.F. 21 x 25mm. perf. 11.

2. Country scene, 3 farm houses with setting sun "Chnstmas
1909": Blue, V.F. 20 x 26mm. perf. 1,

3. "Slainte" (good health) with 3 leaf shamrock znd D.B.
cross above; Ornate scrolls ot bottom and sidess Green and
blue V.P. 21 x 24mm. perf. 11,

1925 4. Toadstocl, gnome with shield of society, "N.W.H.A. Slainte"
(Good health) "Xmas 1925 Hezlth is Wealth"; Multi Col. V.F.
28 x 3Tmm. raul. 12,

4x. e As 4 but sheet 4 x 2 with imprint "DUNDALGAN PRESS,
DUNDAIK®,
b, As agbove but imprint variety "Dundalgan Press, Dundalk"
under 8th seal on sheet.
c. As sbove but without imprint. (Proof).

1926 5 AR all year sconl, the shield of the society with "Slainte"

.in centre znd letters "N.W.H.A," at top, bottam and sides.
Circular 30mm.

TQPPERARY AFTER CARE ASSOCIATI QN

{(Working in co-operction with the Irish Red Cross Scocicty).

1937 1. Picture of the Rock of Cashels "Beana.ctal na Nodlag""
(Christmos Grectings) Red and Black, H.F. 33% x 20 mm.
raul. 7.

1938 24 Armmoured knight with sword in right hand and shield with

D.B. cross in his left hond: Castle in background, "19538
Beanactai"; Red, ycllow and black. V.F. 26 x 40%mm. roul. 7.

LARKIN SUSTERTATTON FUND

1913 Vi 6d green.

2- 1/" I‘ed.

I.P. -4 - June 1973.



IRISH WHITE CROSS

The Irish White Cross was esteblished in 1920 when Griffith asked the
women of Irelond to set up an organisation for the relief of victims ond their
dependants during the Black ond Tan war, it worked in close association with
the American Committee for Relief in Irelond who collected the bulk of its
funds. Shiploads of focd were sent over, burned houses were rebuilt and in
1920 - 22 over £1,000,000 was distributed to victims of the war,

A leading light in the White Cross was Maude Gonne MacBride,

1922 1. Black scol showing 2 burming house in the backgrand, above
the house 2 large white cross on the left of which are the
words "IRISH WHITE CROSS" im: green. In the foreground is a
family group, the man lying on his back being nursed by his
wife, cne child pointing to the burning house, the other, a
baby, sits on the ground in front of its mother. The baby's
clothes and the foreground in front of the housc are also
green. Perfcerated.

1x. Sheet; 16 4 x 4.

2. A white cross superimposed on & yellow sun radiating tc a
chedcered frame, above the cross the word "IRISH" in blue
and below the cross the words "WHITE CROSS" in yellow,
artlined in blue,

2X, Sheet.

ANTTI-TUBERCULOSIS SECTICN CF THE IRTISH RED CROSS SOCIETY

1944 te Double barred cross in hond; "Nodlzig 1944 Issucd by the
Anti-Tuberculosis Sectiocn” at bottan. Red, yellow and black.
V.F. 18 x 22mm. perf. 10.

12, As 1 but shect 8 x 6,

1p. Proof,; as No. 1 but imperf,

ipep. oo Yellow )
b. Yellow ond red. ) Imperf.
c. Complete design. )

1945 24 Double barred cross in beam of light from six pointed starg
"1945" in upper lcft, skyline and "beannocht” (blessing) at
bottam. Red, blue, yellow and black. V.F., 16 x 22mm,
perf. 10.

2x. As 2 but sheet B x 6.

2p. Proofs as 2 but imperf.

I-P. ] - 5 - June 1973.



ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS SECTION OF THE IRTSH RED CROSS SOCIETY cont'd.

1946

1947

1948

1949

I.Pl

3.

3p.

da.,
4x,
4p.

5x,
5V
5p.

5pcp.

ba.
éx,

6pep.

Trianguler shaped seal. Double barred cross in centreg
"Wodlaig 1946" at bottem; Sides perf. 11, botiom roul. 7.
Red, blue cnd yellow.
Ag 3 but red, blue and orange,
is 3 or 3a but sheet 12 x 5 arranged t8te-bdche.
Proof:; as 3 but imperf.
Small house at foot of mountain range; Double barred cross,
"Wodlaig 1947" "Irish Red Cross Society". All black with
red cross; H.Fs 28 x 15mm. perf. 11.
As 4 but roul. 7.
As 4 but sheet 6 x 10.
a. Proof as No. 4 perf. 11. frcm pone of 10, 5 x 2

with wide margins,
b. Proof aos Mo, 4 but imperf,
Large rcd condle, latticed window, yellow curtzin, "Nodlaoig
1948" "Fight Tuberculosis" at bottcm. Red, ycllow and blue.
V.F. 224 x 27mm, perf. 11.
£s 5 but sheet 10 x 6,

Varicty; white ring in bottcm gentre window pane, row 3. 4.

Proof: as Ho. 5 but imperf.

a. Black. )

b, Yellow.

c, Black and yellow. ) Imperf.
d.  Red. )

G, Conplete design. )

House and trecg "Christmas Greetings" at top. Double barred
cross "Nodlaig 1949" 2t bottom. Red, orange and black. V.F.
21 x 25mm. perf. 11,

As 6 but roul. T.

Bodklet pane of 24, & x 3 with morgin at left.

Proof as & but imperf.

a. -Black. )
b. Yellow. : )
c. BilackandgyclIowadimr. ) Imperf.
d, Red. )
C. Coamplete design, )

-6 - June 1973.



T,.B. REHABILITATION

Issued by the Commitiee for the Rehabilitation of the Tuberculous,
later incorporated as the Rehabilitation Institute Ltd.

1954 Five types in sheet; A1l have "T.B., Rehabilitation Ireland 1954"
in tiny blue letters at bottam. All are V.F. 23 x 28mm. roul. 93.
1,500,000 printed -~ 302,000 scold.

1a. Nativity scene on blue disc; "Christmas Greetings" and double
barred cross, multi~coloured with red background.

1b. Large red D -~ b cross and "Nodlaig 1954" on green leaf, all on
yellow background.

1c. The three wise men, one on a camel, "“Season's Greetings" and
star in sky, multi-coloured. - '

1d. As 'b' but white leaf and green badkground.

1e. Angel and shepherds: D - b cross and "Christmas Greetings" in
sky, multi-coloured.

1x, Sheet 10 x 6, arranged aa bb ¢¢c dd ee in each row,
ip. ~ Proof as 1x. but on unsurfaced paper.

- 1pep. &. ked.
b, Yellow.

G, Red and Yellow, )
d. Green, )  Roul, as above.
€. Red, yellow and green, )
f. Blue, : )
g. Red, ycllow, green and blue. )

1955 Bight designs 2ll multi~coloured, V.F. 23 x 28mm,
3,000,000 printed - 1,000,000 sold,

SET NO, 1. Degigns as 1a, by, ¢ and d with date omitted from text
' at bottom. Roul. 9%,

2a, Design as ta,;lighter colours.
2b. Design as 1b but date on leaf changed to 1955.
2¢. Design as 1c.

2d. Design as 14 but date on leaf changed to 1955.

I.C. -7 - June 1973



T,B, REHABILITATION cont'd.

1955

IuPO

2¢,

2f.

2g.

Zh,

2X.

2pcp.

SET NO. 2. Roul. 6.

Choir-boy and large D — b cross, "Merry Christmas" at
bottom "Ireland" m bay's surplice, green background.

Candle and D -~ b cross on crossed cvergreen boughs, "Happy
Christmas" at top, "Ireland" at bottod, purple background.

Shamrodk, D-b cross, "Happy Christmas" with "Ireland" in
lower left with red background. '

Church on snow clad hill, "Merry Christmas" in sky, "Irelzand"
and D - b cross on snow, blue background.

Sheet of two panes each 8 x 6, upper pane had ef gh e f gh
in each row and lower pane had a a b b ¢ ¢ d 4 in each row.

a. Yellow, )

b. Red. )

¢. Yellow and red.:... ) A11 Raoul.

d. Creen. } 7 sets of 8
e. Yellow, Ted and green. ) (setes 1 and 2)
f. Blue. )

g. Yellow, red, green and blue., )

To be continued.

-8 - June 1973.



NUMBER CNE (" A SERIES FOR BEGIENERS

by
Noel J. Langton

‘T do not like the word "Beginner' to start with, Nor do I like "New".
Yet, as I am not in & phrasc coining mocd, I'11 use it and get on with the
first thrilling cpisode.

I should prefzce the series by soying that it is intended to make this
page {or, hopefully, poges) in each issue an informel meeting ground for
those amongst us who are not yot breathing the more rarified air normally
used up there hy the cxperits. I feel thot quite a fow members cre not vory
well informed on matters Irish (philatelie, that is) and would welcame o
fow idecos and suggestions. This feeling comes o mc fram o perusal of
membership applicotion forms over a long period and from questions asked by
correspondents. - So; without ony more ado, we'll plough right in ond see
what happens. Incidentally, yoi wont find a formol '"Mr." or "Mrs." from
nov a - unless any manbor roquests thaot this form of address he used in
his/ her ovn porticular cosc.

And sc to battle, I must confess to o slight confidence tridc right
away. I was on expert. Honest! Years ago, z2s old established I,P.C.,
members will recall, I specinlized in Irish stomps, postal statianery and
all the etceteras. Then for reasons not relevant to this column, I forsock
the scene in all but spirit and dispozed of most of my Irish collections,
retaining basically wmly my Aimails - which facet of Irish Postzl History
should come up for an airing in this series woy on in 1974 or so. Meantime,
28 I am now Just storting cgoin in the ficld of postmarks, sicgons,
metemorks ote., we'll be trovelling the road together, so to speak.

The avernge ncweoner to Irish stamps is very som intimidated by the
overprint issues, Gibbons cotalogue — ond T think most of us still use the
old "Red" -~ lists cbout 100 stomps with vorious cverprints. The overprints
cotezorize themselves into two bosic types, cbvious from the inscriptiong
"Sacrstat Eircann" snd "Rialtas Sealadac nz h, Eireann”, The fun a2nd gomes
beogin when ony further division of the low values ig attoapted. Yot the
difficulties are more apparent than rezl. Gibbons give the clue to the
sclhutian of port of the problem in their footnotes which say of the
"Rialtas" cverprints:-

Y The Harrison overprints measurc 15mm x 17mm.
b. Thom overprints (narrow) measure 143mm x 16mm,
‘ce Thom overprints (widc) meosure 153mm % 16mm,

So; away we go. To paraphrosc the good Mrs. Becton, I think, "First
yor procure o goose", In this case, a blank postcard. In the centre draw
a rectangle, very carefully, measuring 17mm by 153mm. Using a craft knife
or sharp razor blade, cut out the rectangle, coking care to note the details
of the measurements on the postcard. Now, by placing the postcord cver any

I.P. -9 - June 1973



low value "Rialtas" so that the overprint is visible through the hole, one
gees clearly that:~-

1. If the overprint fills the hile vertically, it must be
Harrison. '

2s If it fills it horizontally, it is Thom wide.

3. If it doesn't fill the hole either way, it must be Thonm
narrow.

The face of the postcard may be used for notes on the other ways to
distinguish thw variocus overprints; i.e. the "i" of "Rizltas" in the
Harrisons projecting down below the level of the line of print, the two
dies of the 2d value, which informastion you crib from the G.B. listing etc,

Regarding shades of overprints, even advanced specialists sanetimes have
difficulties, so you arc in good company. My own preference is for used
stamps rather than mint, and here it is possible to cut the problem in half,
By insisting on having only dated copies of the stamps in your collection,
you can be pozitive about your Thom narrow blacks. They must be Thom narrow
if the date isg Feb/Mar/Apr/May/June 1922, because the blue blacks weren't
issued until July. If you handle cnough of the stamps,; you will gquickly come
to recognise heavily socaked or faded items, so that you will the better know
a truc shade, -

It is hardly likely thaet you will have so many "Rialtasa" high values
that the need to distinguish beiween Dollard and Thom will arise very often.
Ag if the price tags weron't enough., However, the difference lies in the
distance between the "h" and "E" of "h, Eircarm”. The Thoms are really cloese
up tight and if you have one, you'll know!

More next issue, cditor permitiing.

Note: I should like t% hear from any mamber who is in the "Starters
Only" category. If you will let me know your prcblems, they
can be zired in this column. Some problems must be common $o
several reoders. BSo, have a go a2t unscrewing the top off your
fountein pen. That's the hard bit. The rest follows
automatically.

T S R G R S
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Bibliography & Literature
HISTORY, GENLEAL
Education Facgimile Series

Nos. - 20 The Great Famine, 1845 - 1852
21 -~ 4G Irish Elections, 1750 -~ 1832
.41 - 60 The Acts of Union
61 - 80 The United Irishmen
81 - 106 The '98 Rebellion
101 - 120 The Penal Laws
121 - 140 18th Century Ulster Emigration

Pub: Northern Ireland Public Record Office, Belfast, 1970 - 1972,
rrice 15p cach, except 101 @ 20p and 121 @ 45p, obtainzble
from H.M. Stationery Offices, or through Bodksellers.

The Series are packs of facsimiles of sane 20 personzl and family letters,
newspaper extracts, official notices, business and shipping records,
original and source documents. Printed on standard A.4 looseleaf format,
the sheets are intended for use by students of history and can be used in
many different ways.

It is understood that the Northern Ireland Public Record Officc is one of
the best equipped in the U.X., 2nd is houscd in modern buildings where
there are facilities to serve students ard visitors sceking information.
Documcnts and files on a wide variety of subjects can be located in a
matter of minutes with cvery help given by the staff,

Whilst there does not appcar to be much of great philatelic or postal
history value, nevertheless the teoxt and contents of tho sheets give
bacdkground and contemporary data which might be included in a write-up.

If nothing else, the Series make intriguing reading to know:-

- that the potatoes in the back lane were struck in one night;

-  that elections were conducted zmid expense, riot and disturbance;

- what, how, where and who were the United Irishmond®

~ descriptions of cvents during the Rebellion of 1798;

- of lawe and mcasures dirccted sgainst religiocus practicey

- of hardships of a settler's lifc in America; yet he had 100 slaves
under him and was earning £165 a year, whereas contemporaries back
Hang in Tyrone could cnly earn up to £20 a ycary

~  of the Ships sailing to America and taking zbout cight weeks;

- of conditions aboard between decks rorely over five fects

-~ that on the ship 'America' on Thursday the 5th (of a month) 1795
at 1am the capiain's dog was washed overboard!

Too much to absorb at one sitting, but further rescarch might
reveal the captain's Namg o perhaps even that of the dog?

TP, - 11 = June 1973.
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STAMES

THE POST CFFICES AND DATE
OF LEITRIM 1922 - 1966

Leitrim, in the Province of Connaught, extends for over fifty miles
from the Longford - Roscommon borders to Bonegal Bay where it has a coast line
of,2%~mi1ese It is divided 1nto two parts almost wholly separated from each
other by Lough Allen. The area ncrth-west, and extending down to the east of
the leke, is a maze of carboniferous limestone hills with pesks up to 2000 feet,
In the southern part, the ullls which drain away towards Caven, are lower and
more fertild. To quote Paul Henry on Leitrim, "It is boggy, =088Y, rushy land
full of burrowing streams, tlnle t crevices of water cverywhere, and this I
found very affecting, as if I was travelling with a lovely but tearful woman'.

It is thu mosdt tﬂ1n1v ponnlatﬁd cﬁunuv ‘u.if@ land, with Far too many
1 0 i

P At l
me@th¢ an@%boT car, and with scarcely a Tiv%hm cregtu ; It is remote,
~wild and completely unspoilt. 'Pcr.aps it ig the lonelil umin% brings forth
the welconing smile when one entors a sub post office, and the reluctance to- scec
a visitor depart. Otherwise I could communicstc with my own thoughts, or dwell
tories and mythe rclated to me on my wandoririgs.

ing a visit in
Lpdruquy
signs are
econd wvisit
sks previous

- Y o
atarted - dyo

a small ucalm qurvﬂv muyg
and when present v
itcd more Post Office

]
-

ke General Post Office divid
administration. North of Lough ALl
ol 3

nn.o

ddministered from Carrick-on-Sham
smﬁh%mﬁ:ﬂudlcmeumMrCmmm

es the county into three areas for postal
on cones under Sligo, and the
n, apart from five sub post quLLGS in the

There are 58 Post Offices in the cne more than in Monaghan, and
2ll but thrce were visited. I hove fo thonk the Pest ! ers a2t Cavan and Sligo
for cnswering many letters, and Mr, O'Riordan at Carrick-on—-Shanmnon was most

: +
helpful, as werce hig staff ~fter hls departure to take charge of the Post Office
at Mullinger. Mr, P.B. Dixon was helpful, os ever, with details of the carly
stamps. With onc cxception, T met rAfvpme kkindness and a friendly welcome
everywhere.

stamps arc classificd cg for Monaghan, but o different listing

t Offices has been adopted. The Carrick-on Snanpcn.s ction is described
lowed by that of Sligo, ond lastly thosc administered by Caven. In the
ion the Post Offices are described in the order of collection, as this
easier to locate them on the map.



CLASSIFICATION (F THE DATE STAMPS

As for Monaghan there ars fwo main types in use during the period
covered: -

1e With double circles, which are grouped under three sub-types.
2, With single circles, of which thers are at least four sub-types.

Double Circles

g With two Da‘rs,

Carri ck~an=Shannon 7
-4

o
7
Kiltyclougher. 9

Dowra, with Cara Drome ﬁms&g added 1930 - 66
Dromad, with county added 1931 ~ 160

Car*:(, = or=30an o 20
" 1958 - 166
Dromahair 925 = 15
yrmrcer* 135
Hanorhamilton gamae: 4027 - 52
-This date. smmp was %m’«:
in 1934
ae “ 2 £ . -~ 7
Kanorhamilton (thick ?*wj 1958 - 164
Wote: The letters 4in the broed thick
: : those
C. Fith county added and witheut bar,

Aghacashel 1966
Ballinemore 1929 - '64. Reout 1933
Drumshambo 1934 ~ '45

Glenfarme 1929 -~ 166
Keshecarrigan 1930 - 66
Mohill 1929 - '56. Recud 1935

Drumshanbo had & new type issuved in
1959 r earlier with a 2 x 1 m ) had
bar, and with the cpunty %ddei, This N
is illustrated under B. 4 similar itype

was seen from Hobill in 1950,



vt n . s ,
Single Bing Tvpe

Do Towm and county, a short thick bar and five pointed star.
Aghaves Derradda Eilbracken
Lorvaghmore Drumcong . Kilclare
Aughamore East Bars #illargue
Beagh Farnaught Hillegar
Bornacoola Foxfield Hilnagross
Budkode Garadice Lawderdale
Cooligrain Glenade Rossinver
Corrawallen Glenboy Spencer Harbour
Corrigs o Gorvagh Tawnylea
Corzy Gurbeen
e Town enlye wide thick bar and five pointed star,
AU elan S Kinlough Manorhamilton
- Ballinaglers Largylonnell Tullaghan
Eglin Bridge. Leckaun
Gortgarrigan Iiassingroagh

T o et e geed T By [0 TIPS 2
ST RN WA thoa eIy bhlﬁ DETra

Leitrim Tullagh Coola
Hewbowngore
Shanvaus

gr ie absent apd there are many minor varieties.

2R OLE BDBE

Cloome, with eight pointed star,
Dremod, with county added ('44 - '66).
Prupkeerin, with six pointed star.
Trumsna, with county added and a 26.5
millimetre circle, The broken star
was probably originally seven or eight
pointed. In use from 1929 to 1966,




CARRICK ~ cn - SHANNON

Fige. 2

Carrick-on~Shammon is the county town of Leitrim and has a pomlation
of same 1500, It is an untidy, graceless towm. The Dublin - Sligo railway
passes through it on its way %o Bayle and 3ligo. A new Post Office was built
here in recent years and, unfortunstely, all the ¢1d date stamps have been
discsrded. It is an important mail centre taking in south Leitrim and part
of lozcommon. :

T e P
e L

DATE STAMPS

Pige 1 Only one example seen. ,
Fig. 2 A skeleton fype seen from 15 May to 24 September 1926,
A gimilar type was used in Clomes in 1930 with Fo. 16.
Type B double circle seen from 25 June 1929 to 17 Harch 1930.
Type A double circle 7 October 1930 to 18 June 1934, :
4 new B type seen from 24 April 1934 to 8§ November 1945, locked
very like a recut of the first type B.
Fig, 3 This metal date stamp was probsbly comstructed from an Znglish type.
Fig. 4 This skeleton may have been prepared for the Xmas rush, but this
scems an carly date.

Fig. 5 This is an unusual type, and it was very worn when seem, with a
broken muter rim, I have not seen it on letters,

Fig. 6 Dates 10 November 1956 to 22 May 1964,

Fig. 7 TFor use on registered mail,

- A -



In eddition to the foregoing, there is the normal rectangular rubber parcel
stamp, The "POST NA HBEART" seen in F.B. Dixon's colleetion is very well worn,
and must bave been in use f¢r many years before its date 18 December 1930.

- There xgas a new type of "BRARTPOST" in use when I visited the post office during
Hay 1964. ‘

There are three cirecuits worked froam Cam ck~cn=Shannon by motor vans, with'
twe visits per day to the post offices..

CIRCUIT 1. Drumsna, Eslin Bridge, lohill, Gorvagh, Cloone, Annasghmore,
Farnavght, Barnaccola, Rusky, Dromod, Aughamore and two post
offices in Roscumman, Xilmore and Hillstreet.

CIRWIT 2., Leitrim, Dromsharbo, Arigns (Roscommon), Altagowlan (Eoscommon),
Lough Allen, Spencer Harbour, Drumkeerin, (with postman to
Tawnylea), Corty, Dowra, (with postman to Cooligrain),
Glemgavilin and Ballinaglera.

CIRQUIT 3. Kilclare, Kilmagross, Keshecarrigsn, Faxfield, Lawdérdales
Ballinamore, {(with posiman to Derradda), Garadlce, Newtowngore,
Aughresheelan, Aghacashel and Drumcong.

CIRCUIT 1
Turn Lo the right from the

Llage is reached from Carrick-
offic in & private cement

DROMENA, Dewin
main road whe
on--Shavron. Y :
fe.ced house, ¢ postuistress, Mrs, MM, Healy,
wes most heipful. The szame date sitanp in use from
1 December 1928 or eariier to May 1966, By then it
looked well worn and the star had disappeared.

<R
3]

4

N
Mohill Hoad and a% 2z rosdside Post Box turn left to
Bslin Bridge. The posimester, Hr. Denis P. Reynolds,
ren 2z small provision shop in conjunction with the
post offica. He wss most helpful. At least three
rubber dete sbamrs in use frem Ochober 1930 to
Novenber 1941. Mohill in the 1930 type was replaced
by Co, Liathdrema in 1933. A type B single ring in
use in Hay 1966,

ESLIN BRIDGE, Droiogesd Aislinme. Turn o to the
i

MCHILL, Maothail Manchsin. Tumn back to the main road
to get to this busy village with & population of 653,
It is 12 miles from Carrdick-on-Shannon, The name over
the post office is in Bnglish only, the second example
of this seen among some two hundred post offices
visited. Received no help in this post office, and my
records come from ever helpful Dixon. A double ring
MAQOTAIL Co. LIATDRGMA from April 1929 ( with an Irish
modification of the Reman IV) to December 1934. The
altered spelling MAOTHALL Co, LIATHDR(MA asppeared in
1938, and this type continued o 1959. A modificetion
with a short bar was seen for 1930,

-5 .



Carri ckmor~Shanman _ Cireuit 1

‘GORVAGH, Goxbhachadh, We travelled north towsrds Fenagh
te reach this post office. It is a generzl store and
post office standing by itself at a crossrcads,

A rubber date stamp seen for 1943, and the first metal
date stamp seen for 1958 had the spelling Co. LEITHDR(MMA
but this had béen correc%ed to Ce. Llathdrana when seen
in May 1966,

From Gorvegh we travelled fto the Mohill -~ Fenagh road
emerging at the roadeide POST BXX Wo. 63, half way
between these towns.

T_x\_,; J‘ l

ngt office liew om a side road off the
- (o wilen rond. It forms mmrt of a

1 t modern shop, with a young and very helpful
’»*I:c*s F. A* G’*‘ﬁtggins a8 & sub-post master.

There ig & very unusual and interesting date stamp
oy which is illustrated, A rubber English type in
1922, suoceeded the same year by an Irish rubber fype,
a4 n resurrecied English metal date stamp from
5t 9938, - T looked well worn in 1928, and only
traees of the star sbove the date were seen.

. ANNAGRMORE, Turing back on to the
main road and procesding towards Mchill,
take the firsi tumn left to this pest
office, VWere it not for ithe notice
cutside, one would presume that this
pebble dashed house, with its reose tree,
was a private house, Inside, however,
there is a grocery store and the post
officé oceuples ome counitser the charge
of Mrs, E. Heansey.

The first type of rubber date stamp seen is.illuatrated, This was followed
in 1934 with a type with larger letters and with Maoctail omitied.

The present date stamp is very wornm and the cuter rim is damaged.



Caryick—on~Shennon  Cirenit 1

FPARWAUGHT.,  Procseding further south we encounter
this stone build sub-post office at a road juncilon.
The usual shop and sub-post office the charge of
Mrs. Elizsbeth Tiernan, who was most helpful, The
first type of rubber daole stamp 1s illustrated. A
second type in use in 1941 had serifs, the 12 point
. de Vinne tyrpe.

The present type D was first seen in 1961, but
had cbvicusly been 1n use for some years.

BARNACOCLA. On & side rosd south west of Farnaught.
I eouldd not find this place on any map, and probably
wenld never have found it withmt directions from the
vegtuzater at Carzdcdi~m~Shannon. The simple way %o
find 1% is to approach fro the main Carrick-on~
Shannon - Longford road, looking for a direction sign
to Jomston's Bridge, My visit was on a Sundzy but
had the usual chesrful receptiom in thie combined
grocers shop and post office.

- The reason for the use of a skeleton in 1935 is
Aifficult to explain, and is most unusuel in a post
effioe of this size. Ths present date shamp is
type L.

The next three stops are in Roscommong Rueky, Kilmore and Hillstreet., The
colliecting van now reburns to -

DR, 4 small villsgs, the only one in
Laitzin oo this clrenit.

A circular metal Boglish type in 1528
followad in 1931 by 2 type & with county
ddded, This was %11l in use in 1966,
and a pleasant youmg postmistress could
not give an ezplanation of the mstal type
in use in 1944. This date stamp is no
longer in the pest office,

AUGHAMORE. Lyling well in off the recad
back to Carrick-on~Shannon, this small
sub-post office is difficult to see.
The LYMS TEA notice was more prominent
than that for the post office. The
postmi strees, Mrs, M.J. Faughnon, was
very pleassnt,

Two early rubber hend stemps are illustrated. The Irish fype was seen
up to 16 Jamary 1933, The present date stamp is type D.

-7 -



Carrick-on=-Shanvien Cireuld 2

LEITRIM, Proceeding north from Carrick-m-Shannen this village is reached
after six miles. An extremely clean sub-post office and shop managed by
Mr. B.V. Donnellan, who did his best teo be friendly but could not.

The present date stamp is Type P,

DRUMSHAMBO. TWith a pomlation of over 500 Drumshambo
is classified as a towp. The sub-post office is
located in a private house,

The Irieh spelling in the date ghbampe is Druim Seanbho
tut over the post office it is Druimseanboe, The English
metal type illusitrated is recorded from 6 SP, '22 to
25 Ju. '32, A Type C fram 31, XII. 34 %o 5. III. '43
and Type B #ith county added frem I. I. '59 to 1967.

The next two towns Arigns and Alisgovlan are in Roescamaom,

LOUGH ALLEN nsmed aftsr the lake o which it stands and part of the lake
opposite is in Rescoaumon.

SPENCGER HAEBIUH, Dolre pna hinse. Situated on Laugh Allen, 2 tiny village
with the post office located in & private hmse,

An Irish rubber date sbamp recorded in 1931 arnd Type D in 1964,

DRUMKEERIN. This village is loczted near the head of
Lough Allen. The poat office is entered through azn cld
conchiway and the post office notlee is sbove the
archway. It i3 ceebinad with a gensral store,

Type & wes in use from L. VI, 29 4o 2. VIIL, 33. The
present date stamp is Type &, There is a straight line

DRIMKEERTN for telegrams. Type B

TAWVIILEA. Going north from Drumkeorin the second turn to the right leads
along a side road for a mile to Tawnylea sub-post
office and its plessant post misiress Mrs, G. Horan,

1929 A rubber date stamp TAMNAC LIAT ?, CARA
DRCOMA RUISG. In 1930 a new type appeared
TAMHNACH LIATH, Co, LIATDRGMA and in 1933 a
third type with larger lettering was introduced,
The present date stamp is Type D,




~y

Cerrl de-on=~Shannon Cirepit 2

CORRY. A roadside cobttage with 2 tin rocf, north of
Loagh Allen, Curiously the letier box was inscribed
POST (FPICE, LETTER BOX on & white background, instead
of the usual P7T on a green backgrownd. Similar
bozes were geen at Aughnasheslsn and Cocligreln.

4 skeietom, which is illustrated, was used probably
fran 1931 and in 1934 was altered %o a type with
smaller lotters and with serifs. The present date
stamp i3 Type D.

DOWRA, & emsll rosdside sub-post office
stonding o its om. A single date sztamp.

iy

simply btelds  An English
. date stamp 4 Nov. 21
and 2 Type 4 from

7 o later,

T
o
bt g
Tl
05 %
b
o

(T R )
CR A 5
e

s

COCLIGHATN,  To remch this sub-pest office involved
¢ jowrney up & sldercad slamg the Cavan
j copd had a mud surfsce and was full of
pethole To 24¢ Yo my discamfort 1t wee raining
eavily, I doubt if any car bul 2 Mind would have
coped with the conditiens. When I arrived st the
cottage post office it wes closed snd- the post
mistress was away., The English type post box has
been described under Corry. Mail is collected by
bman fron Dowra. '

Trish zubber date stamp & JUL 23 4o 22 Jan 35. A type with serifs was
usaed in 1944, The upresent date stamyp is Type Do

GLENGAVLIV the next <all is in Cavan and has a double ring three bar {type
unrecorded in Leitrim,

PALLYNAGLERA on the vight upper bank of
Lough Allen. I a2 narrow lane and

diffienlt to find, this coitage post office
of a cheerful Mrs, Cullen. The post box
had cbviously been vwhite originally,
probably similar to Dowrals, but it had been
painted green except for a emall central
section showing ER B.

English rubber date stamp Aug. 1922 znd as the First twpe illustrated in
1929 to 130, In 1932 the ¢ «of glleireach had been changed $o GC and with
Co Liathdroma at base. Serif fype in 1940 with gC and, finally, a plain type
without serifs in 1944. the

mg.m



Caryi ck-mn=-Charmon  Circuit 3

KILCLARE, Cill an Clair., Proceeding north again we take a right tum before
reaching the town of Leitrim and sboauh dhree miles further o arrive at the
roedside genersl store, petrol station and post office of Kilciare.

An Irish rubber date stamp for 1933, CILL AN CHLAIR, Co. Liathdroma.
The present date shamp Type D shows signs of 111 usage.

&

crossroads. HRubber date stamp ag illustrated in
1928 with the usual successiw o types. The
county name wag substituted for Cara Drops Roalsg
in 1932 and the serifed was in use frem 1945 to
1949, Type D et present in use shows a badly

demaged cuter ring.

KILFAGROBS., A small shop and post office at a

- KESHCARPIGAW is & small villege nesx Lough Scur. The post office and shop

hag the o¢ld Englizh enamelled notice:-

"POST OFFICE for Mongy Order, Savings Bank, PARCEL
POST, Insursnce, and Annuity Business”,

The usual post office notice was so worn as tc be

almost unreadable,

English metal single circle 1928 40 1929, A Type C

o Seen frem 19 VII. 30 to 1967. It is now very worn
znd the immer circle does not record though it was etill there when I
examined 1%. There is & new fype of abbreviated straight line stamp for
telegrams, K G N with dste.

POLYTELD, Fiodhnach. Ancther four miles west we peach Fuxfield, consisting
of a few houges, the post office with shop and a churdh, Iy visit was on =

Sunday but a cherming post misiress was only too pleased to apply a Sunday
stemp wn oy postcard.

There was the usual mun of rubber date stamps from 1929 to the sperifed
type in 194G, The present date stamp is Type D,

LAVDERDALE, Druim Raitne, A small roadside post
office in a one shory cement faced building, The
type 1llustrated is a typicel copy of earlier
Inglieh rubber handstamps. It was in use from
1929 1o 1931 and is was extroordinary how clear
this asmall print came through during the three
years in the specimens seen, By 1934 there was
g type with larger letters, Druim Raithne, Co,
Iiathdromg, and in 1939 the serifed type. At
present & Type D is in use.

- 40 -



Carrick—or=Shannon  Cireuit 3

BALL.;.: AMORE, Beal an ats Moir, This is s large market town with a pomulation
of 725. The post office occuples s couwber in a atore in High Street, and .
locked vromising; but I never be“’or@ met with such studied impoliteness -
almeat patholegical.

The folloring deteils were as usual obtained from Mr, F.E. Dixon,
The first English type, as illustrated, would appear to be an office type, as
-the second English type illustrated should have been alsc available at this time.
However, I have seen a similar type used in Lawderdale in 1912 whers thers could
have been enly one date stemp. The double circle type has been sesn from
26 Nov. '27 to 7 Sep, 28, 'E’%z“ first Irish Type C appea.ed in 192% and normally
had a time plug. The only times seen were 2,30, 3 and 7 P.H. fi‘his type was
seen up to 9 Nov. *32. ,

The sksleton usasd in 1933 may have been necessary while the last date stamp
wag being recud. This type skeleton was alse used in December 1929 or 1939, the
yesr was not Q‘zﬁ.i*iﬁ: cleay in the specimern examined.

The Type C at present in use as seen from 1941 to 1967 reads
BEAL AN ATHA MOIR, €O, L' DRGMA,

CWRE BN
©

DERRADA.  Take to Bwanlinbar and
after thres miles a tuvning o the 1eft to
this roazdside cotisge post office., Mall dis
collected by & postmsn from Ballinamore.
The first type rubber date s uamp geen is
illustrated. There was a serif type in

1944.

, ~6 Noy 37 |
BiR A Tinmdin

The present date stamp is Type D,

GARDICE is on the main road from
Ballinamere $o Killeshandrs in
Cavan., It is s rosdside post
cffics Tun by a gerdal farmer.

“RADI»
&
BAALNAMORE

”‘he two aa:*l:z, szt rubbay ha

‘3‘3- LIA"’HL‘R{E% was ussea!q The
present date stamp is Type D.



Carrlde-m~Sharmen Civeuait 3

NE¥POWNGORE, Haghachsdh, A small roadside
post office, Only one rubber dabte stamp seen
and this is illustrated. The present date
stanp i‘ﬁ Type F, and judged by iis

condition 1 not in use for more than z few vears.
There is also the usual harp type seal for bags.

AUGHNASHERLAN, Achodh pa Sileanm, A solitary, very clean shop and post office
on the mountain rozd from Ballinsmore to Drumshembo. Scme three miles from
1;1?’3‘.1@1”& the meil is collected Yy a postman fram this post office.

The first Ivish rubber date shamp seen was dated I 3PP, 33, and read
ACHATH WA SILEAFR, CO. LIATHDHCGMA. The lettering was very small., A serifed
type was seen Im I6 JAW. 35 to IS OCT. 38 and wes gtill in good condition.

The present Tyre ¥ ie reproduced e page 3 and was Tirst seem for

v s
&,2« 54,5.7 8 2 #

AGIACASHEL, Achadh Caisil.  Another sclitary post
offics on the mountbein road, combined with a
genszal ztore,

whbel type illusirated was seen

T FE, 33. W¥r, F.EB. Dizen tells
ssistered on the 1st Pebhruary 1918,

Type © now in use showe considersble signs of wear.

DEMCONG, Druim Chon gm A geolitayy rosdside post office on the connecting road
betwoen the Railway and Lewer Roads.

Fubber date shanp .u:mim. Chenga, Cara Droms Bulsg 21 JAN, 29 fo 7 JUL. 30.
With Co. Idisthdroms 2€ 00T, 3I, A serifed type dated 4 MAR, 45 5 was very
distorted, -

Type D now in uso shows same signs of wear.

g,j Seanla % = & miles,
;2

- 12 -



LETTRINM POST OFFICES ADMINISTERED BY SLIGO

Twenty~two of north Leitrim's post offices are administered by Sligo Post
Office. These are isken in alphsbetic order., Two we failed to locate, but
time was limited, and one of the problems was getting sultable accammodation.
The only good hotsl was in Carrick-on-Shammon and this involved a return
Joumeay of at leas? Tifty miles.

&

BEAGH, Beitheach., The mail from this post office was collected by a postman
from Dromshair. A rubber "Beitesc, Druim da Eitiar" in the upper part of the
cirecle, and “Co. Listhdroma® at the lower part in 1930, “Beitheach, Co.
Listhdrema® in Oclober 1933. A Type D in 1959,

This post office was closed on the 30 April 1961, See under Tulagh Codla,

op

BUCKODE, Bucoid, Located betweasn Kinlough and Rossinvar. I must have
pvassed it twice bubt 4id not wee it,

An English rubber single cirele "BUGKODE, MANORHAMILTCH®™ 10 OCT. 29 and
BUCOID, Co, LIATHDRCMA in 1933, In 1939 there was a similar type to that
of 1933, but with very small letters. The present Type D reads BUCOID,
Coe. SHLIGIGH, :

DROMAHATR, Druim Dha Zithiar. Situated near Lough Gill,
it is by far the mosi atiraciive villsge in Leitrim. 1%
has & populaticon of 262, but cene got the impression of a

deserted village, a village of dlder pecple,

The sub-post mistress runs s nsat orderly post office
and her care of the date sbamps over the years makes an
intereafing sboxy. :

A& wingle copy of an BEnglish metal {ype was aseen in 19522. The first Irish
Type B with Druim Dbha Eithiar was seen dated 4 FB; 29, and this date stamp is
8t111 in use after 43 years., Tn 1950 & Type B appearsd, snd this aiso is siill
functioning. One of the nost interesting features was that all over the years
in Type B the month was in lebters, and in E in Roman figures. This never
varied, and when I pointed ot the fact to the post master at Sligo, he stated
thet cbvicusly the pluss had different fittings. But it was not mo., In 1962
the post mistress went on lesve and ber asaistant put the Reman figures in B
and the letters in E, a strange event for Type E at this time. They were somm
corrected, but I feund two later lapses, the next zgain during holidays.

EAST BARS, Barrz Their. This sub=-post office is situated about 6 miles frem
Manorbamildon o the road to Glenfarne. Thers is a small shop combined with
the post office., A single copy of a rubber date stamp was seen for 8 00T. 29,
reading BARRA THOLR/GLEANN FHEARNA CO, LIATHDRQMA around the circle,
necessitating very amall letters.

The present Type D, first seen in 1964, resds BARRA THOIR CO, LIATHDRGMA,

v 33 -



LETTRIM POST OFFICES ADMINISTERED BY SLIGO

FIVEMILEBOURNE, Cartron Maitecige. Located Jjust inside the Sligo border
on the road to Manorhamilton from Sligo, it is located in a very pleasant
bungalow and the sub-postmistress, Mrs. B.E. Marin, was most helpful.
Type E now in use,.

GLENADE, Gleann Eada, A small roadside house on the road from Kinlough to

Manorhamilton. A rubber date stamp GLEANN EADA, Co. LIATDRCMA in 1934.

The present date stamp Type D reads Gleann Eada, Co SHLIGIGH, an unusual
spelling of Sligeach.

Between Largydonnell and Glenade, there is a church with a post office

wall letter box on the entrance gate. I wondered at its proximity to the

sub-post office and, when I commented on this, was told; "Sure its for the
convenience of His Reverence, and why shouldn't it be?". This box is

enmptied by the post van from Sligo.

There is another box on a telegraph pole two and a half miles past
Glenade at Lechanarainely, This is emptied by a postman from Glenade,

5 5 I really do nct know how 1 reached this post office.
A few mi rom Manorheamilton, on a turning to the right it was reached some
”uLVEvr cn. The Cooligrain road was good compared with this and I
pr@bawl" would have given up, but it was impossible to turn on the road.
There was a very old and friendly sub-pestmasber. He lived in a modern
bungalow. A rather long interludev mainly on medical matters.

GLENBOY, Gleann Bulde

3
AHN
1

There was a rubber date stanp "GLEANN BUIDE, Co. LIATHDROMA"™ in 1933,
: it was still din use in 1939, a long life for a rubber type, but it
carmot have had much use in this isolated spot. There is a Type D with
similar spelling now in use.

not find this post office but a letter

GLENCAR, Gleann an Chairthe. L di
ine strike of Type F.

to the sub-pestnistress produced

o
[ res

GLENFARNE, Gleann Fearna. This pest office occupies a section of Clanceys
"Hardware, Grocery" shop, near the border at the junction of Leitrim, Cavan

and Fermanagha

A Type C in use since 1929 and still giving good impressions.

GORTGARRIGAN, Gort na glarrigan. Near Dromahair, but I did not find it.
A copy of Tvue A received from the sub-postmistress.

—
_{_-_,



LEITRTM FOST OFFICES ADMINISTERED BY SLIGO

GURTEEN, Goirtin, The next post office after Fivemilobourne u.. the reed i
Hanorhemilton, It ldes scme dlstance up a slde road and theve iz & smﬂ at
the main rosd Junotion.

A rubber date stamp “GOIRTIN, Co. LIATHDROMA® 4n 1936 and now a well worn
Type D, with similar wording but the post office nome plate gives the spelling
"GUIRTIN® .

GORTAMILL. This sub-post office is im Co. Caven but -%m madl is anlleoted by
g pogtmen from Glenfarne.

KILLARSUE, Cill Phearge and Cill Fearga on the post office name plets. On the
road between Drumbkseran and Drvmehaisr, the villegs consists of o church, & pudb
and the sub-post office,

& rebber dato stemp Cill Fhearpa 1929 to 193%, & nwr type wil
i)m Lzaﬁh@mam Gdmd dn 1934 and w:i'l;h st laast %@@ subber date
serifed letters up to 1949, In 196h thers wae o Type D 4in use ama in 1966

“this date sbamp was very eroded with geps in the outer olrels.

RILTICILOGHER, Coillts Clochalr. A roadside post offies ¢n the FPermanagh bordsr,.
& denble ring skeleton typs in ues in 1923, Type & in wse iun 20% end std1l
funotioning in 1966.

Thers are three positmen attached who oollset snd
deliver mall. I met ome of these postmen on the rosi.
He appesrsd to be more than aeventy yesrs sad had an
ovsrlceded cyols. He told me that his maxious _
permitied load, lnoluding 2 lbe, for food, wes 50 lbs.,
but he cerried much more than %hiﬁ am%.@ of all
kinds, privete @mppizag for Exwasw he oalled en.
Be bslieved in bedng 2 good ne ;mgghhmm He 314 not .
oarvy food on this cccasion 28 his lunch was provided by & convent on his round.
I met many eszamples of this kind spirdt im Co. Leiitrism,

EINLOUGH, Ceann Locha. A% the 4op of Lake Melwin. An Engiiszh @iﬂgl@ }wzmg
metal date atanp sa for Dowra, with Kinlough 8.0, Co. Leltrin wae in use unbil
1956 or later. A time plug was inserted im 1929, but not isber.

4 Type B now in usg.
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LEITRIE POST OFFICEE AIMTNISTERED BY BLIGO

LARGYDONNELL, Leargaidh Dhomhnsill. From Kinleugh the road dlvides to the
left along Leke Helvin and %o the right aleng & hilly roed through Lergydonaell,
Glenade to Menorhamiléom.

The subepost offies is in & emsll roadslde cottage but was later drected %o
by ths Prisst from Glensde shurch. The Esy. FPathsr gave me & conducied tour of
the church and the ¢ld greveyard which conteined a gravesbone with the carving
of an otter, #2id to have Eilled the lady in the grave.

There was & single metal dabe stemp ss illuastrated under Dowra but with
Largydonnell, Co. Leitwism, in use waniil 1954 or later. In 1984 & Type B
Leargaidh Dhombnsill.

LECKAUN, Leacean. The subepost office is dn & emell roadeide shop betwesn
Havorhesllion and Drosehedr. BSpeld Lescslin over the poet office. A Type B

5

Leaocsp, Sligeach in use since 1994 or sariier,

LISSINAGROACH, Iisin me glruasch. On & aide rosd pesr Best Bars, A rubber
date ptemp LISTH NA GORUACH in use In 4929 snd e sewlfed LIBIN Na& gCRUACH,
Co. LIATHDROMA in Jume 1947. A Type E LISIN NA glroach im use in 1966,

HARCBHAMILION, Cluainin wi Resmlre. The ssospnd lergest town dn Co. Leltris
v

but 1% would be clesgified az & villsge in Fnglend, It da the hub of north.
Ieitrie with Pive rosds redlsting from 1%

There was 2 small double ring metal date siamp,
Hanorhemiliton, Coe. Leltwrim in use in 1982 and by
1927, or sarller, ithere waz & Type B Clusinin al
Rualre, with largs letters and a short ber. This =

4 Yt Bl Bremamnn g & o e s TS g ~d 7 ol
was woll worn when withdramn in 48 ro wes v 16 MoZs P
]

aspm B

-y

&
o skeleton type date stamp im usze frum embar
1934 to January 1935, or later, wntil & rscutb
dete stamp arrived in this year. By 1956 another . BN
unew date etamp hed arvdved with smaller latiers M"%%

and & long hrosd bar, dllusireted in Type B.

When I visited this post office in 1964 there waz & Type § in use on the
ocunter. I asked if there was snothsr date pltemp end was dold that 1€ was in
the inmer offlos and pet svaileble, Wondering about another approssh my
thoughte were interrupied with; "Where are you fiom snywey?® and before I had
time 46 answer, another guestion; "Ars you from Bresdocssting House?'. 4
non-goanitiel answer brought sw immediste response; “Mary, bring the other
date stamp here at onee™. It was & reout of the last Type B.

I was finally ssen off by two apilisg givis with waving ayms end my opinien
of myself was at 1%z lowest ebb, ‘



LEITRIM FOST OFFICES ADMINISTERED BY SLIGO

RODSINVER, Rosz Imbhir. A% the foot of Leke Mslvin, the neatest snd the
pretiiest sub-poat offive so far sesn. 1% was trenmsferred to lige on the
18% Dsgenber, 1926,

The first rubber dabs steup seen was dated Ootober 1929 and read ¥ROS
IMBHIR, COILTE CLOCHAIR, Co, LIATHDROMA®. A strange attechuent but the mall
was probably collectsd by a postmen Prom Kiltyslogher. In 1931 a new rubber
date stamp sppeared reading "ROS IMBHIR, Co. LIATHEROMA". Thers were two
further dote stamps with serifed letters up to 1948. When I visited the sub-
post office in 1964 there wag & Type D in use resding "ROS JMBHIR, SLIGEACH"
anédl with & longer bar than normally seen in this {typs.

SHARVAUS, Sean-ithes, Although it had a definate locatlon on the map I
feiled to find 1t. A posteard sent to the sub-postmistress {(An Bun-Mhaistir
Poist) was returned with a Type F reading Sean-Mhes but the seccnd leg of
the ¥ was missing giving an spperent Hhaz, '

TULAGH COOLA, Tuleoh snm Chusills, Opensd on the ist Hay 1961 after the
slosure of Beagh subepost offics whioh 1% replsced.

The new sub-positmistress, Mra. Dolan, removed the Beagh date staup and
used it ab Tulegh Cools frem the st Mey to the 28th Colober 1961 vhen a new
Typs F srzdved. Thiz matter only came to light vhen I ssked the Chief
-Bsoretary to the Pogt (ffice aboul the conbtinved use of the Reagh date aianp
after thiz mub=-post office had closed down. The positmester at Slige knew
nothing of the mebier unblil the Chief Secretary wrots 4o him sbout it and I
will leave you to lmagine what he seld to me about 1% vhen I nexzt met him.

The pew subepost office iz iv & small shop and the only notlse reads,
Parsel Post 0ffies” in blus letters on e white baskground but there are the
ususl Afton Clgaretis, lLyone Tee and other coloured noitices, lodking wholly
out of plass and gorish,

TULLAGHAN, Tulchan. The mosi northerly post
office in Co. Leitrim end is locetsd in a
pleasant flower vedecked cotiags.

An English double riag metal iype seen for
1933 and probably used until 1958 when the
prosant type wea lasued,

The mail from the Kinlook, Largydonnell and Glenade aress were collected
by this poet offiss up to 1963 but starting from 1564 they are collescted by
a van from 81ligo.



There are six in this group - Aghavas, Carrigallen, Corvewallsn, Corriga,
Kilbracken and Killegar,

AGHAVAS, Achedh an Wheasa. Ly own pronunciation of Aghavas defeated local
*nuu1r¢e% until I got it correctly, Ah-hav-ass, but when preonounced gquickly

o

Located on the Wohill = Carrigallen roa& this pos% office hhd been
demolished some fime bhefors my 1966 visi is
which is alsc a store for famm 1mp3@ments, Tha post
notice on the outside gate reads ACAD AN Measa and
there ig a similer spelling on the pos i

The type ﬁf ﬁah@ stamp in use in 1930 is
Jilust?atn v October 1930 this hed been Pﬁp¢3ﬁ 4
by a rubber A C %D‘ AN MHEASA, Co. LIATHDROMA, 4in
very small letters and i% remained in use uﬂumi
1932, From 1934 to 1946 there were at least two
replacements with serifed lettering, the circle and
lettering getting larger with each replacemsnt,

.
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There iz now a Type D dating from 1962, or
eariier, but reading ACHADH AN MHEASA,
Co, AN CHABHAIN.
CARRIGALLEN, Carrig Alainn It is locsted psar the Cavan border on the
¥ilesghandre road. It has been placed on the msp on the 1L¢wﬁ1&n af

)

1

¢
GCorrawallen but it is marked, unwnawed, past Aghavas on *ﬂﬁ main road. It
is a small village and the saba a8t office is located in = wvery modern shop,
certainly I saw nothing better in Co. lLeitrim. The postmaster, ¥r. Thomas
Lochart was most entertaining and an hour pessed
guickly, locking over his private trsasures and
hearing local history, There was even a small
restaurant in the village where food was good,
plentiful and inexpensive, with a ssrvice ﬂalbh
ene only finds in a place like this,

The type ¢f date stamp illustrated I have
seen Trom 1928 4o 1957 and was an obyi metal
type adapted from an Bnglish tyve.

The present date stamp is Type ¥ and looked new in 1900, There is a
gtraight Iine Carrigallen in serifed letters for telegrams,



LEITRIM POST QFRICHED ATWINISTERED BY CAVAN

CORRAWALLEN, Cor an Mhailin, Located some five miles
north of Carrigallen and on the map provided it is
where Carrigallen is shown in error, The sub-post
office iz located din a swall shop with faded blue
ensemble and with CCHRAVALLEN POST CFRICE in largze
white letters above the shop, and above this a small
board in green with white letters - (ifig an Pois?d,
Cor an Khailin,

e

From 1929 to 1932 %

Cor an Mailin, Caban, an

ere wes & rubber hand stamp
d 0
hag been seen with Co. Listhdroms =2t base. Ths
T
-

in 1950 a single spec
present date staup iz Type D and it looked very new

&
in 1966 but has now reverted to Co. an GChabhain.

CORRIGA, Ceirrgeach. Situated on z narrow road below Aghavas, it was
located in a very tidy little shop., One wondered agein why the "Gold Flake®
was more prominent than that of the post office asnd by now had decided that
they harmed the eyes as well as the lungs. There was a rare treasure here
to compensate, a well preserved G R letierbox thousgh now painted green. It

ame up very well in a black and white photo and I hope it will continue fo
have the same care as it obviously has had in the past.

The first type of rubber date stamp seen had Co. Liathdroma at the base
andé the serifed type seen for 1938 was similar, There were probably more
than two issues az their normal 1ife was three years, though in a smell
pogt office, such as this, it may have been longer,

The present date stamp, sz seen in 1966, is Type D reading Cairrgeach
Co, an Chabhain and judging from its condition was probably two to three

years old,

KILBRACKEN and XILLEGAR,  These last two post offices I failed to locate
and have to thank the posimaster at Cavan for copies of the date stamps.

Both were Type DI with Co. an Chabhain,




THE PAST AND THE PRESENT

I have been unable to find any early records of the Leitrim
post offices, other than those given. Sir John Gilbert tells
that, during the period after the flight of King James to 1784
when the Irish Post 0ffice remained subject to that of England,
communications by post were very uncertain. In Co. Kerry there
was but one post office and Leitrim possessed none whatever.
(J. Stuttard, St Martine le Grand, No., 106).

Certainly, if Co, Leitrim was the last county teo have a post
office 1t now has its revenge with the highest proportion of
post offices per head of the population that I have been able to
find in Ireland.

=)

The postmaster at Carrick-on-Shannon has taken me to task
for my description of this town and I have replied in detail.
.Apparently there have been improvements in the past seven years.

I also hear of improvements in the hotel in that lovely
village of Dromahair? I hope so asg I hope again ons day fo get
back to the peace, the stillness and the friendliness of
Co. Leitrim,
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