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Letter from the President:-
Dear Member,

As | pen these few lines, we are preparing for another philatelic
season. Our local society's calendar of events is to hand. This means
that if one is down to give a display preparation is an immediate necessity.

The only way to improve one's collection is to give a display, this
means that you do some work, both in research and the writing up of your
pages. In return, this improves the status of your collection, so it is a
means to an end. The true joy of Philately is not in possessing a treasure
but in showing it to your fellow philatelists.

When you are preparing for your local society display, please give a
thought to the '"TE Field' Award at our AGM in Liverpool next May. In other
words, kill two birds with one stone.

Whilst on the subject of the 'Field'" awards, | am thinking about the
literature section. When we started out in 1960 with our first journal it
was called the Irish Philatelic Study Group. Since then, many of our members
have done some wonderful research. Would it be possible to unite efforts by
forming small groups, say of three or four members interested in the same
aspect, and when their work is completed have their efforts published in
panphlet form. |f we had several such efforts entered for the ''Field' award
it would indeed be a fitting climax to the memory of that great Philatelist.

Please give this a thought and drop me a line regarding your ideas
on this subject.

Before | close, may | remind you to send something to ''Sedge' for the
AGM Fund. Now is the time to do so.

Yours sincerely,

Bill Kane

Address: - 7 0'Connell Gardens, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4, Ireland
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Dear Editor,

In the last issue of Irish Philately FE Dixon asked for information about
the Sligo TPOs. Since the early 1950s a mail train has left Sligo at about 8 pm
and reached Mullingar before Il pm. After about half an hour it returned to
Sligo arriving about 2 am. At Mullingar connections to and from Dublin and from
Galway were provided by the Dublin - Galway Night TPOs. Until 1973 passenger
accommodation was provided but in view of the improved train frequencies
introduced in April that year only mail is carried now. Naturally the precise
times of the trains have varied from year to year.

Although there is no reference to this in the CIE time tables | think
that during recent Christmas periods the Sligo mail train must have been extended
to operate through from Dublin to Sligo. | have specimens used each year from
1963 to 1969. The inscription, in English, was:-

DUBLIN SLIGO SC 1963 1964 1965
DUBLIN AND SLIGO SC 1966
DN AND SLIGO SC 1967
DUBLIN SLIGO S C 1969

I also have specimens of a dcds inscribed S.C. MUILEANN GEARR & SLIGEACH
dated 21 July 1957 and |18 December 1959, which is presumably the cancellation
used on the normal mail train throughout the year.

The above adds a little information about these services but poses a number
of questions:-

l. Is the Dublin Sligo SC an extension of the Mullingar Sligo mail train?

2. When was the Irish skeleton cancellation reported by FE Dixon
introduced?

3. Is sorting still carried out on the Mullingar Sligo mail train
throughout the year or is it now confined to the Christmas period?

L. In Britain the practice is for the TPOs to be withdrawn during
the Christmas pressure periods. |In lreland they seem to be

introduced solely for Christmas. What is the reason for this
difference in practice?

Yours sincerely,

John Hearn
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From the Editor:-

| am able to throw a little light on the Mullingar Sligo portion of
the TPOs. This service was in regular use pre war as a day mail only and
ceased on 24 April 1944. It resumed on 9 July 1945 and ceased completely as
a daily day service on 20 January 1947. Two of the hand stamps, one a skeleton,
are illustrated.

I do not have a note of when the pre Christmas Sorting Carriage
commenced but | can give dates and times for the 1955 - 1957 period as follows:-

Mullingar and Sligo SC Night Mail 17 to 24 December 1955

Down Journey Depart Mullingar 9.47 pm

Arrive Sligo 12.55 am (following day)
Up Journey Depart Sligo 7.25 pm

Arrive Mullingar 10.55 pm

The date stamp used was the pre war double circle illustrated above,

officially for use on official documents only but it is to be found cancelling
mail.

Mullingar and Sligo SC Night Mail 18 to 22 December 1956

Depart Mullingar 11.20 pm

Arrive Sligo 2.20 am (following day)

Depart Sligo 7.25 pm

Arrive Mullingar 10.50 pm (5 minutes earlier than

previous year)

Mullingar and Sligo SC Night Mail 17 to 24 December 1957

Depart Mullingar 11.20 pm
Arrive Sligo 2.20 am (following day)
Depart Sligo 7.25 pm
Arrive Mullingar 10.55 pm

The following are a selection of date stamps used in the peribd covered
by the above notes.
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Letters to the Editor:-
Dear Editor,

BUSINESS REPLY STATIONERY

Adding to the list of previous correspondents, herewith some additions
and observations:-

DN 74 THE AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION - DUBLIN 2
(Tear-of f card)

DN 880 ARNOTT'S DUBLIN |
(Folder seen in five different colours)

DN 9L | SINGER BUSINESS MACHINES
(Card)

DN 1017 JULIAN S HODGE (IRELAND) LTD
(Card)

DN 1326 ""BUSINESS AND FINANCE"
(Card)

DN 1416 SE RYLE LIMITED
(card)

DN 1446 PHOENIX RELAYS LIMITED - DUBLIN 6
(Envelope)

DN 1747 HERTZ RENT A CAR - DUBLIN 4
(Envelope)

DN 1836 SHER IDAN ASSURANCE ASSOCIATES LTD
(Card)

DN 1865 ESB - METER READING SECTION

(Card) (This appears to have replaced the identical card
with embossed stamp)

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

l. No two are of the same dimension (ie NO standard size).

2. Vertical lines vary (very much) in thickness.

3. Some read ''BUSINESS REPLY ENVELOPE' others read
""BUSINESS REPLY SERVICE".

L, In some cases the addition of the word ''the'' occurs in the
'standard' (?) wording - ''No postage stamp necessary if posted

in ("the'") Republic of Ireland'.

5. The prefix DN in some cases reads D.N.

Yours faithfully,

Michael J Kerr
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PHILATELIC OFFICE GPO ARCADE DUBLIN

by 0.M. Richards

| was privileged to be invited to the opening of the new Philatelic Office
in the GPO Arcade, Dublin on Monday, 28 July. The Minister of Posts and
Telegraphs, Dr Conor Cruise 0'Brien TD., performed the ceremony. There were
many guests including the Lord Mayor of Dublin, Alderman Patrick Dunne, members
of the Stamp Design and Philatelic Advisory Committees, the Post Office Users'
Council and representatives of many philatelic interests. |t was good to meet
""old '" friends again and to be able to talk to them, as well as to new friends,
on matters Irish philatelic. It was difficult to inspect the new premises, it
was rather crowded, but | did notice a display of colour trials of the Countess
Markievicz stamps, a proper scrutiny of the display will have to wait until my
next visit to Dublin.

At the reception afterwards, at Wynn's Hotel, each guest was presented
with a folder containing current definitives to the pound value, plus several
sets of recent commemoratives. A most acceptable souvenir of the occasion.

From the Press Release it may be of interest to quote the following: -

"Up to now, philatelic services have been provided from a counter in the main
public office of the GPO. The new Office will enable a better service to be
given to philatelic customers, particularly to philatelists seeking advice and
information regarding Irish stamps. Philately is an area of the Department's
postal activities which has shown notable growth over the years and indications
are that prospects of further development, to the mutual advantage of the
Department and of philatelists, are good. Just before the official opening,
the Minister had received a report from the Philatelic Advisory Committee
(established in 1973) on ways and means of promoting further interest in Irish
stamps and postal history. Various Irish philatelic exhibits of interest will
be on display in the new Office from time to time. The initial display, which
is currently on view, features the designs on which the two definitive series
of Irish stamps were based.

Here is Dr Conor Cruise O0'Brien's speech in full:-

"I am very pleased indeed to be here today to open this new Philatelic Office
and to welcome all our guests for the occasion. Philately is an area of the
Department's activities which has shown notable growth in recent years and the
provision of the new Office is a reflection of this. In the past five years
philatelic sales have approximately doubled. We hope that it will enable us to
give amuch better service to our philatelic customers. Hitherto, collectors
who wished to purchase stamps and other philatelic items could do so at a
special counter in the GPO proper. That arrangement was not altogether
satisfactory, especially for those philatelists who wished to seek advice and
information since the counter was also used for general postal purposes, and
was only available for philatelic purposes on a specific day. This office is
the philatelists' own and | trust they will make full use of it. | know that
the staff here, who between them have many years experience and knowledge of
philately and who have long had a reputation for friendly service, will be only
too glad to assist customers in any way they can.
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| regard the opening of this Office as a further step in what is a

continuing development of our philatelic services. Interest in Irish
philately has never been higher - the philatelic sales of this year's Europa
issue, for example, were at a record level - and there is every indication

that further growth is attainable. In this connection, | am very pleased to
say that | have today received the report of the Adivisory Committee which |
set up late in 1973 to advise me on ways and means of promoting interest in
Irish stamps and postal history. | am sure that this report will provide a
sound basis on which further development of our philatelic services can be
planned to the mutual advantage of the Department and of philatelists. My
sincere thanks are due to the Chairman of the Committee, Mr WH Walsh, and to
his colleagues for the public-spirited and expeditious way in which they set
about their task.

I should also like to mention the other and older Stamp Committee which
has given such valuable advice to my predecessors and myself on design. Good
design is, of course, a prime element in philatelic success and | am very
appreciative of the efforts of the Stamp Design Advisory Committee to continue
improving the already high quality of design of our stamps which the members of
the Committee have done so much to establish.

| should like to express my appreciation to the senior architect in
charge, Mr F Hilton of the Office of Public Works and to the contractor, Messrs

Ridge and Sons Ltd. | wish also to compliment Mr Eckersley and his colleagues
of the Kilkenny Design Workshops who designed and mounted the exhibition
material. | feel sure that philatelists and students of postal history will

find the exhibits interesting and | know that my Department would welcome any
comments on the display or suggestions for future displays. The display

itself is a blend of the old and the new - you will see the material from which
the Department's first definitive stamp series originated and, in contrast, the
designs on which the current series were based.

To sum up, may | say that everyone concerned with the construction and
presentation of the new Office deserves to be commended. They can be justifiably
proud of their work.

It gives me great pleasure to declare this Philatelic Office formally open.
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CONTEMPORARY IRISH ART 28 July 1975 The stamp features Oisin Kelly's
sculpture '"Bird of Prey'. O0isin Kelly was born in Dublin 1915, He was educated
at St James National School, Mountjoy School and Trinity College. He won a
travelling scholarship to study philology at a German University. He pursued a
dual career as a sculptor and school teacher until recently, when he decided to
devote himself solely to sculpture. He is particularly well known for his work
on religious themes, which may be seen in churches throughout Ireland. He works
also for the Kilkenny Design Workshops and his work is regularly exhibited at
events such as the Royal Hibernian Academy's annual exhibition.
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THE CANCELLING MACHINES OF IRELAND

PROVINCES

by 0.M. Richards

CABHAN ( avan)

A DD (slow), Universal Frankers Ltd, machine was issued to Cavan early
in 1953. Slogans have been and are still used in this machine, Fig 42,

License your

Radio Pemptly

Fig. 42

I have not seen any OFFICIAL PAID dies from this machine. Paid dies in
English and Irish have been used, Fig 43.

e
~— ——
— PAID ——
~——

Fig. 43

CARA DROMA RUISG

(Carrick on Shannon)

A Pitney Bowes DD (slow type) machine, Serial Number 3773, was issued to
this office in 1954, the first day of use being 9 July 196k,

Slogans were not
~used at first, in fact the only one | have seen is that illustrated below

Carrick-or-Shannon
IRELAND
=S = rok |
FISHING & BOATING

Fig. 44
OFFICIAL PAID and PAID dies have not Seen seen.
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PLATING THE SAORSTAT OVERPRINTS

by Dr. C.I. Dulin

INTRODUCT ION Being fortunate enough recently to obtain a large number of

Saorstat controls, efforts were made to plate the overprint
settings and, if possible, associate them with particular plates of the GB
stamp involved.

It was soon discovered that both the Meredith and Feldman descriptions,
although indicative, did not fully describe the guiding characteristics whilst
the measurements involved also seemed erroneous to some degree.

Accordingly, efforts were made to find a plating method which was
reliable, logical and speedy. This is a summary of those findings.

SETTINGS Five distinct settings of the overprint were made by Thom
starting in December 1922 and continuing into 1923.

CONTROLS The overprint settings in relation to the control, by value,
are given in Table I.

As a general observation the scarcest setting is 5 whilst the commonest
is 2. Obviously, this must be highly qualified both in terms of the value and
the particular printing involved. For example, overprint settings 4 and 5
were each used on three values only (3d, 6d, 1/- and %d, 5d, 6d respectively)
but 4 is much more evident.

Plate 3, which is fairly common on most values, is quite scarce in the
%d and 6d values which were the only ones to be printed from all five settings.

MEASUREMENTS Measurements of the setting spacings within the terms of the
conventional method (left of I in 1922 in R20/1 to a similar
position in R20/2 and between R20/1 and R20/3) are given in Table Il. Also

included are the measurements of MH Priestley (Stamp Magazine December 1972
page 127) who has done so much in putting the study of settings and stereos on
a sound basis.

As may be seen, the differences of the Priestley values and those found
here are extremely slight and well within the bounds of normal paper shrinkage
and reading precigion. The measurements given here were made at 50% R.H. at a
temperature of 21 °C and are the averages, in each case, of a number of samples -
usually about 50 of each setting. A higher humidity figure would tend to give
slightly higher values. (Note: In the past, especially on the Thom 5-line
setting, very substantial differences of setting measurements have been
reported. Only part of this could ever be due to the usual explanation of paper
expansion or shrinkage. A separate study is now underway wherein a range of
measurements of specific samples is being made under different environmental
conditions. It is hoped to publish this shortly).
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