


Letter from the President:-

. -Dear Member,

It gives me great pleasure in having this opportunity to write to you again and
thank you for your kind co-operation and hope it will continue for many more
years. With this journal you will receive the reports from the Hon. Secretary
and Treasurer and after studying them | hope that you will make an effort and
send to the Postal Auction Secretary lots for inclusion in the auctions, for in
this way you will help to ensure that the present annual subscription may be
maintained.

With the AGM in London in May | hope that you will make every effort to attend
and that the very high standard of enthusiasm and hospitality of the last few
years will be maintained.

The Hospitality Fund run by me and being carried on by Paddy Smithers is in a
sorry state, as will be seen by the report, so may | appeal for a donation or
material to be sold on behalf of the fund.

On the Agenda of the forcoming meeting ia a proposition to alter the times and
venue of future AGMs to every eighteen months to coincide with alternate 'STAMPA'
and 'STAMPEX'. This is an excellent idea but | personally feel that members
would really be more interested in the Exhibition than the meeting and | would
prefer that the AGM be held annually in London where an afternoon meeting would -
suffice and that an additional meeting be arranged at 'STAMPA' and 'STAMPEX'

as suggested in the original proposition. |If a room could be hired for the
Saturday at the Exhibition where a display by members could be mounted and where
members and prospective members could view at their leisure and relax to chat as
they wished. An officer of our society could be on hand at all times to answer
questions and a meeting could be arranged for late afternoon and afterwards to
adjourn to participate in a social evening as experience at Dublin, Liverpool

and London. Your opinions on this suggestion would be appreciated. Please write
to me or your local secretary.

I am pleased to say that | am making progress, even if very slow, and look
forward to meeting you again in London.

Best wishes,
Sedge

Letters to the Editor:-
Dear Sir,
In my collection, and | am sure in many others, are many interesting letters.
Interesting not only for the postal markings on them but also for their contents,
which are often of historical significance. Perhaps it might be worth-while
publishing the contents of some of them from time to time in our Journal. |
would be willing to find one or two to start with if the membership consider this
to be a good idea. |If you consider it to be a good suggestion let the Editor
know.

Your faithfully,

Len Watkins
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The issue and use of the double ring stamps in English after 1922 continued with
a series of stamps which had two medium arcs separated by a space, Figure 34. |
have seen these from Blackrock, Curragh Camp, Donegal, Monaghan, Roscommon and
Wexford. There may be others. Examples can be found in use up to the 1940s.

Fig 34

Another little used series were the double ring stamps with one thick arc,
Figure 35. Amongst the few offices which used these were Blackrock, Athenry,
Ballyjamesduff, Hacketstown, Limerick, Monaghan, Naas, Sligo and Skibbereen.
Examples may be found dating from 1925 to 1952.

Fig 35

It will be noted that in all the double ring stamps covered, except for the first
two of the series, the time and date were always in three lines. |In cases where
the time was omitted the space was always left blank. Asterisks or stars have
not been seen and times were shown in either 'clock code' or 'clear'. Letters
indicating a time or duty were not, as far as | know, used.

Most RSOs were issued with the single ring series of stamps but a few did use the
double ring stamps. Those | have seen are:-

Abbeyfeale RSO Kilcock RSO

Cabinteely RSO Co Dublin Maynouth RSO Co Kildare
Castlemaine RSO Sixmilebridge RSO Co Clare
Clara RSO Kings Co Street RSO Westmeath
Dunleer RSO Swords RSO Co Dublin
Foynes RSO Co Limerick Tynan RSO Co Armagh

Inver RSO Co Donegal

The dates range from 1902 to 1922. Also included in this small section is the
one station stamp | have seen, in English that is, Portarlington Rail, Figure 36.
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During the period 1970 to date nine Field Post Offices have been established in
Northern Ireland, all of which have a pair of double ring stamps, both having
the same number. One is used for morning duty with the code 'A', the other for
afternoon duty with the code 'B'. They may, however, be found with a star or
even at times with the space left blank. It apparently depends on the mood of
the man on duty. Figure 41 shows examples of the Field Post Office stamps.

It will be appreciated that, as with single ring stamps, the double ring stamps
continued to be used with Irish office names in Ireland and English office names
in Northern Ireland. It would seem that the trend is to produce single ring
stamps as replacements are needed ‘and especially in the North where the
cancelling of mail is becoming more centralised. Offices which no longer cancel
mail are issued with the single ring stamps only, although | do know of one or
two of these where the double ring stamp has been retained and is still in use
on the counter.

This completes the story of the double ring stamps. The next, and final,
instalment will cover the rubber stamps and steel stamps used for special
purposes.
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COVER WITH A STORY

by B. de Burca

It is not often that one gets a bargain these days but a cover picked out of a
job lot recently was full of interest. It was posted in Ballyfarnin and bears
the No | mark of this receiving house. The penny red was cancelled with the Boyle
Maltese Cross and date stamped on 6 May 1844, From Boyle it travelled I4 miles
to Longford on the Sligo - Dublin Mail and from there by a Cross Roads Post to
Athlone where it arrived on 7 May. It was here transferred to the Dublin -
Galway Mail and taken off 17 miles further on at Loughrea on 7 May. From here it
travelled over the ten mile long mountain road to Gort, probably carried by a
mounted postman. At Gort on 8 May it joined the Galway - Limerick Cross Roads
Mail and finally went by the Limerick - Killarney Cross Roads Mail arriving in
Killarney on 9 May. :

As to why it was taken off at Loughrea and not taken on to Galway to join the
Galway - Limerick coach there | would very much appreciate an explanation.

The Longford, Athlone and Loughrea date stamps were in green, Boyle and Gort in
blue and Limerick and Killarney in black.

With six different sortings it reached its destination in three days, | wonder if
it would travel any faster at present.

B N 2 TR P PO Y \
wWW W < w3

1976 CHRISTMAS The most remarkable feature of this issue is the wide range of

STAMPS variation of colour between different sheets and between
different stamps on the same sheet. For example, note the
first two stamps on the top row of any value! F.E.D

|1.P. - 16 - March 1977









THE NUMBERED PENNY POST COLLECTING SUB OFFICES

by W. Kane

First | would like to congratulate Dr Brian de Burca on his article on the above
subject published in Irish Philately, December 1976. This aspect of Irish Postal
History has been sadly neglected over the years. | cannot find an explanation for
this neglect, other than a shortage of material, with convincing evidence as to
the Receiving House where the letter was handed into in the first instance. Most
of the Penny Post Office numbers | have seen were on fronts which, due to having
no backstamps, make it difficult to locate the office of posting. Even with
entires a problem can exist. In my collection | have an entire headed Carrick on
Shannon, 19 July 1844, which has a No | in red. Carrick on Shannon double arc

19 July in green and the Dublin Paid July 20 in red.
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KESHCARRIGAN

CARRICK ON SHANNON

We know that KEADUE was the No | R. H. of Carrick on Shannon but why was this
letter posted approximately 8 miles from the address on the letter? This is an
instance where confusion can arise. Also | have an entire headed BLACKWATER,

I5 November 1845, with a neat Boxed No | in black, backstamped GOREY 16 November
in black and the DUBLIN PAID of the I7th November.

Blackwater is a small village about four miles from OULART, on a secondary road
to GOREY, which passes through OULART. So the item never went to the main office

of ENNISCORTHY of which OULART was a Penny Post Sub Office. Should we assume the
o | on this item to be OULART?
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Then again, another problem to be contended with is the location of some towns

on a modern map. Since many of them have changed their name over the years. Take
for instance CASHCARRIGAN under Carrick on Shannon, you will find it hard to
locate this town as it is now known as KESHCARRIGAN.
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