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Letters to the Editor:-
Dear Sir,

In reply to the letter from Paddy Smithers in the December 1977 Journal, the
following may be of assistance:-

CASEMENT 5d. SG 221 - The varieties which appear as small white marks | refer
to as 'stops' and appear as follows:-

a). on R3/6 left pane.

b) . on R3/5 do

In addition there is a 'serif' on the first E of Eire
R2/7 left pane. : JE;

Enclosed is a list of additional varieties worthy of inclusion under the
'Varieties Since Decimal Day' heading.

Yours faithfully,
Peter Hynes

CONSTANT VARIETIES

A. 1975 EUROPA 9p. RL/I 'Bird in the Sky' over headless horse on left.

B 1975 EUROPA Ilp. R7/6 'Re Entry' bottom left rim of plate.

C 1975 EUROPA Ilp. R7/3 'Re Entry' bottom left frame.

D. 1975 EUROPA Ilp. R7/1 ' Bullet hole' bottom left corner.

E 1976 CHRISTMAS - all values. R2/7 'Yellow spot' over 7 of 1976.

F 1976 CHRISTMAS - all values. R6/10 'Spot on infant's forehead'.

G 1976 CHRISTMAS - all values. R2/6 'Red spots on either side of child.

H 1976 CHRISTMAS - ail values. RI/3 'Red spot on roof' to left.

I . 1976 CHRISTMAS - all values. R6/2 'Red disturbance to right of infant'.

J. 1976 CHRISTMAS - all values. R3/2 'Blue mark on garment over 9 (value)
and red smudge at feet of infant'.

K. 1976 CHRISTMAS - all values. R2/2 'Red line over 6 of 1976'.

Dear Sir,

CEPT STAMP (llp) THE BOWL - said to be privately owned. Does anyone know
the name of the owner?

ART STAMP  (15p) Where is or who owns the original picture 'The Lobster Pots'?
This information has eluded me in my efforts to write up my 1976 Irish Collection.

| like to delve into and record the theme of the stamps, and their connections,
otherwise | feel that my display is very incomplete.

Yours faithfully,
M.J. Kerr
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In the case of the animal definitives (£sd and decimal) the same format was used
but the stamps were printed sideways:-
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On all the stamps the watermark appears sideways but there are two varieties:-

Viewed from front Viewed from back
Watermarlk
(D sideways m
!A|
Watermark
G) sideways L_D
|BI

Some catalogues describe these watermarks as sideways right or sideways left but
this is confusing because the description sideways right is applied looking from
the front, the top of the watermark is at the left when looking from the back and
vice versa. Others use the terms 'sideways' and 'sideways inverted' which is
more logical because if the stamps were portrait instead of landscape the
watermark would be 'upright' or 'inverted' and the description does not vary
depending on which side the stamp is examined. But the question remains which is
the 'sideways' watermark and which the 'sideways inverted'. | would suggest that
'A' is the 'sideways' watermark (and 'B' the 'sideways inverted') because it is the
'sideways' watermark that normally appears on the £sd animal definitives and also
because it is in line with the convention adopted by Gibbons in their British
Commonwealth Catalogue (see page xv) - although the Elizabethan Catalogue appears
to have a different convention for each set!

HIGH VALUE DEFINITIVES

The 1937 and 1940 high value definitive stamps were printed in sheets of 40 stamps,
8 stamps 24mm wide across the sheet and 5 stamps 4Imm deep down the sheet. The
watermark appears upright.

The Animal high value definitives were exactly double the size of the corresponding
low value definitives, thus:-
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