
MILEAGE MARKS 

This entire of October 1808 shows an interesting 
combination of mileage marks in their first year of 
use. It was posted in Rathbourney, near Ennistimon 
(charged 6d. for postage), and addressed to Killaloe. 
It was rnissent to Rathkeale, where the Rathkeale 
mileage was applied, and forwarded to Killaloe. 
There, it was readressed to Dublin and postmarked 
Killaloe (charged l/ld.). On arrival at the G.P.O. 
the Mermaid type d.s. was applied and the letter 
transferred to the Penny Post area (charged l/2d.). 
The Dublin P.P. stamp for 'OC 20' was applied and 
the letter delivered to its address in Blackrock. 



EdltoTial 

EXTtNSION INTO EUROPE 

It gives me great pleasur e to announce the expansion o f our activities 
into the European Continent. We are pres ent l y working on the establishing 
of a new office in Geneva, Switzerland. This is to serve as an extension 
of our operations in the field of the phil a t el y of Gr eat Britain, Irel and , 
Malta, Gibraltar and Cyprus . Thus we hope to be able to deal more closely 
with our European customers and promo te further business. Of course we 
anticipate that thi s action will also encourage us to expand our dealing 
activities into the philately of France , Switzerland, Germany, Ital y etc. 
At first our intentions are to concentrate mostly on early classics and 
particularly postal history. As collectors know only too wel l, the field 
is vast and often complicated. Nonetheless it is challenging ! 

HANDBOOK OF IRISH POSTAL HISTORY 

Many readers I'm sure wi ll be delighted to know that work has now begun 
in earnest on what may come to be cal l ed our " HA~DBOOK OF IRISH POSTAL 
HISTORY". A preliminary list of contents has been drawn up and much 
work has already been done on some of the individual chapters . If you 
feel you would have any interesting information , comments , or crit i que 
that might be useful to add , please count yourself as invited to help us, 
with our grateful thanks. We hope , from time to time , to include in this 
and forthcoming editions of the Ne wsl etters sections of the chapters and 
of course promo te constructive criticism. The material may wal l take 
over 12 months to accumulate and order and the mass of information may 
demand two volumes ! 

CATALOGUE : STAMPS OF IRELAND 1974 

By the time this Newsletter is published our new and very special 
Catalogue - "The Stamps o f Ireland" wi ll probably have been on sale for 
some weeks. As you will see, we have "at last" decided to abolish the 
numerous supplementary lists for errors, var ieties and all the different 
sorts of specialised material and include everything impor tant under 
one cover. Although it will prove more costly and difficul t to keep up­
to-date, I'm sure all will agree it will be far more useful and convenient. 
At only 60p it must be considered a very worthwhile, practical and economic 
purchase. This price barely cov ers the basic costs ! The edition is 
limited and so if you intend to purchase a copy , please write to us soo n 
to avoid disappointment. 
From us all co you all, may we wish yo u a very pleasant Summer '74. 
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NOW MRS . FELDMAN ~ 

We are a l l delighted t o report with this edi tion, the marriage of our 
Managing Director , David Feldman t o Madamoiselle Fabienne Marquar t o f 
Geneva , Switzerl and . Such a n international weed i ng makes an admiral 
refl ectio n of the international natur e of philat ely which stands out as 
a bridg e between nati ons . The wedding took pl ace in January a nd seems to 
have the blessings o f Heave n - a bril li ant surny day amidst a week of grey 
f og ~ 

Fabienne , 21 years ol d is a student o f International Law at the Uni versity 
of Ge neva and f lu ent i n many languages . Ho~ ever , it ' s her vi vac ious and 
generous personali ty that makes her a more than welcome member of our "DF" 
famil y . 

No doub t many of our readers will be i nterested and pleased t o hear that 
Mr . Feldman is now al s o pl anning the setti ng up of another " DF" base in 
Ge neva . This 3houl d convenience many of our clientele and contacts closer 
to the heart o f Europe . 

We all wish David a nd Fabi e nne our heartiest congra t ulations and every 
happiness for the futu re . 



COUPON HLPONSE INTERNt\TJONA.L 
G<'<J rr lh \ in' I hrr t!"ril !.lirn,\i•dunio. 
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IRISH 
INTERNATIONAL REPLY COUPONS 

by F. E. Dixon 

The reply coupon was introduced in 1907 and the first desi gn , wit h a drape d 
female figure as the dominant feature, was still in use when t he I r ish Free 
State was establ ished . The first issue for " Saorstat Eireann" differ ed 
fro m that illustrated (Fig. 1) in being valid for only t wo months , in 
costing 6d and in havi ng "2 5C " in the watermark. I do not know how many of 
the later pr i ntings of the intern~tional form wer e on sale i n I reland : 
there was possibly one with watermark value " 50 c": The coupo n il l ustr a ted 
has "40c". In 1931 there were ma jor chang es , the design of Fig . 2 being 
adopted , with no time limi t . 

Fig . 2 
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In 1940 the name of the country became " IRLANDE- EIRE" a nd all the Irish 
text was in Gaelic type . Then " Union" i n the tex t became " Uni on postale 
universelle '' , and next oriental language vers i ons wer e added to those on 
the reverse . 

The current styl e of Form dctes from 1966 , and the principal changes have 
been successi ve increases in price . Another modificat ion has been in the 

description of the type of letter co vered . What was "ordinary si ngle-r a te 
letter " is now " ordinary let t er of the f irst weight step sent by s urface". 
It is not c l ear how this reconci l es wi t h the assurance t hat f ir st - class mail 
to Europe goes by air ; 

************** 
While the f oll ow i ng has no thing t o do with stamps , we think tha t t he 
co- incidence of ano ther combinati on o f Feldman and Stein shoul d not go 
unrecorded . Below is a transl a t i o n o f the cutting from a Conti nental 
Newspaper . 

" Lea B. was tre~ ·::sd by Doctor F. Schmidt , chief - senior doctor o f the 
Urban Infant Clinic in Aschaffenburg (Wes t Ge r many) . 

TH E 

In " Fortschr itte der Medi zin" ( pr ogres s in medical science) , Dr. 
Schmi dt tells the story o f the gi rl s remark able ev oluti o n . It must 
be said that she is no t the o nly o ne . Thi s evol u t i o n should be due 
to a Nary balanced medical t reatment , f ou nded on the so-called 
" cell - therapy". 

" A grossly underestimated therapy ", said Dr . Stein (Heidel berg) 
and Dr . Feldmann (Geneve) in their repo rts . 

Reports in which they come t o the surprising conclusion that 
mongol ism must not be considered any longer as being unt r eatabl e . 
Mongolians need not pine away or s t ay handicapped their whol e life , 
till death takes pity on them . They reall y can be cured. " 

Lea B. werd behandeld door Dr. F. Schmidt, hoofd­
geneesheer van de Stecielijke Kinderkliniek van 
Aschaffenburg (West-Duitsland), die in bet medisch 

PARTNERSHIP tijdschrift «Fortschritte der Medizin,. het verbaal 
weergeeft van haar opmerkelijke evolutie - en die 
van anderen. Evolut1e-die te danken zou zijn aan P.en 
uitgebalanceerde behandeling, waarvan de zoge-

OF 
FELDMAN 
AND 
STEIN 
ARE IN THE 
NEWS 

naamde celterapie de grondsjag vormde: "Een 
schromelijk ondergewaardeerde terapie "· Dat zeg­
gen ook de dokters Stein (Heidelberg) en Feldmann 
(Geneve) in bun rapporten. 
Rapporten waarin zij evene ens tot de verrassende 
konklusie komen, dat mongolisme niet langer als 
onbehandelbaar mag worden bescbouwd. Mongool­
tjes hoeven niet weg te kwijnen, heel hun leven 
gehandicapt te blijven en vroeg te sterven. Ze 
hebben kans op herstel. 
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POSTCARDS 

Bill Kane 

Today the tourist visiting any country in th e world will fi1 . 10 

difficulty in obtaining Picture Postcards to send home to his rela.~ons 
and friends. Just reflect, this world wide pcpularity of the Pos t card 
has taken one hundred years to achieve. 

My earliest recollection of Postcards was when as a boy (nearly 60 years 
ago) on the occasions I visited my Grandmother, being allowed to browse 
through her cherished Postcard Album. Fr om this humble beginning, a iove 
of Picture Postcards developed, which at a later stage embr~ced all kinds 
of cards. 

Knowledgeable collectors over the years pur chased these old Victorian 
Postcard Albums as they came on the market , knowing they contained a 
wealth of Postal History. Nearly every phase of philately could be fou nd 
in these old Alb ums . Postmarks, being the main concern of course . 
Maritime and T.P.O. markings usually were the favourite finds, but 
Exhibition and other such marks were also there. The cards themsel ves 
were ideal for illustrati ng a Thematic collection, let it be Maritime , 
Railway, Military, Naval or any other theme ; picture cards coul d always 
be found to illustrat e any motive. 

Sad to say, it is now hard to find such collections, but to the energ etic 
collector upon visiting a strange town, a call to the Secondhand Book 
sellers or the Antique Dealers might prove fruitful. I still hear of some 
lucky finds in these avenues of s upply. 

The birthplace of the Picture Postal Card was in Germany and this country 
still retains its position as the chief seat of the industry. Following 
the introduction of the Penny Post in 1840 the way was clear for the 
development of the Postcard. Strange to relate it took near l y another 
generation before its i ntroduction. 

In the year 1865 a prominent Post Office offici al of the North German 
Confederation got the idea, and he called his brainchild an " Offenes post 
blatt". The Austrians developed this idea, and the worlds first postcard 
came into being on October 1st, 1869 . 

It took England exactly one year to follow suit, from then on the growth 
of the industry was rapid and in the next decade the Picture Postcard was 
established in every civilised country in the world. When the Postcard 
was first introduced in England, it was not favourably received. People 
were concerned that Postal officials could read the messages on the cards. 
~nother objection was that the addressee might be insulted by.receiving a 
card bearing a half-penny stamp. When some members of Parliament l et it 
be known they favoured the postcard, its popularity develop e d rapidly. 
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Mr . Frank Staff is the author of an interesting Book entitled " The Pictur e 
Po stcard and its origins" published by the Lutterworth Press and for all 
interested in Pict ure Postcards this is a book they must read. 

In his book , Mr . Staff outlines many factors which help to establish the 
ancestory of the Picture Postcard, namely:-

The Trade cards of the 17th Century . 
The Visiting Cards of the 18th Century with their exquisite engravings. 
The Tradesmen ' s Letterheads of the 19th Century and the Pictorial Writing 
Paper of th e 1850/6D ' s , not forgetting the famous Mul ready Envelopes which 
did not enjoy a long life due to the ridicule they receivEd on their 
introduction. Valent ines and Christmas Cards also played some part in the 
final development of the Picture Postcard as we know it today . 

One of a set of Cards issued in 1916/17 which 
War Heroes . These cards were usually sent by 
Salonika Front to their relatives in Germany . 

************* 

Dear Mr . Feldman , 

featured German or Bulgarian 
German Forces serving on the 

With reference to the article ''Dublin Diamond Late Fee" by R. D. Anderson . 
I have a cover with Diamond FRDM/6 to 7/P . M. in red on the reverse but 
us ed about two years l ater than the 1845 given in the article . On the 
otverse is a penny red imperf . cancell ed 186 of Dubl in . On Reverse : 
Dub l in circul ar 8/AP 10/1847 (no l etter below 1847) in red; Gl asgow 
rectangular GLASGOW AP 12 184 7 7 - 30 A.M. (Black) and the Diamond Late 
mentioned above . On the obverse is a manuscript LATE~ It would appear 
that no late fee was paid so that the l etter did not l eave Dublin until 
AP . 11 and arrived in Glasgow at 7- 30 A.M. on Ap. 12 . 

With all good wishes. SincErely , W. Edwin Davey , Bayton . 
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DUBLIN BISHOP MARKS 
BY BILL KANE 

There is an unexplainable fascination about anything that is the first of 
its kind, and so it is not surprising that to Postal Historians the Bishop 
Mark has an outstanding appeal in that it was the first dat ed handstamp 
applied to letters passing through the post. 

Colonel Sir Henry Bishop, Postmaster-General of England 1660/63 introduced 
the postal mark which bears his name to this day. A mark which showed th e 
date on which a letter was received by the post office. 

The introduction of this handstamp was in the nature of a reply to a number 
of charges made against Henry Bishop regarding unnecessary del ay of letters 
in the post . On the 2nd August 1661, Bishop issued th e following notice in 
the Mercurius Publicus: 

"A stamp is invented that is pwtt upon every letter showing 
the date of the moneth that every l etter comes to this of fice , 
so that no Letter Carryer may dare to detayne a letter from 
post to post; which before was usual". 

In the Public Record Offices, London, the earliest recorded exampl es of the 
Bishop marks are found, those of the 19th April 1661. At first these marks 
were only used in London, but they were introduced to Dublin, Edinburgh, 
New York, Quebec and Calcutta at later dates. 

Thanks to tne research of Mr. F. E. Dixon, it is now established that the 
earliest known use of the Dublin Bishop Mark was 13th August 1670, on a 
letter of that date from Dublin to Donaghadee , the mark has a diameter of 
14 mm., and the stamp seems to have been cut in one pi ece unlike many of 
the later Dublin types. The mark was only appl ied at Dublin's General Post 
Office, in High Street which was established in that year . The Bishop­
mark was in use in Ireland until 1795; although during that 125 years 
many changes took place, the handstamp was so effective th at it remained in 
use throughout that period in Dublin. 

Most known pictures of Sir Henry Bishop show him with a small dog in his 
arms, it appears that he was very attached to this animal,and the reason 
given for this attachment is that at one time this dog saved his life. 
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History tel l s us that the introduction of the dated handstamp did not put 
an end to Henry Bishop' s worr i es . It appear s that Bishop was accused of 
al l kinds of malpracti ces s uch as the empl oynent of members of di ff erent 
sects , antagonistic to the Established Church , but more serious was the 
charge o f the interception and opening of letters i n the so-call ed " Secr et 
Office". Proceedings were opened agai nst him in the Court of Exchequer , 
sometime in the year 1663 , onl y three years af t er his a ppointment as 
Postmaster General . Rather than face possibl e i mprisonment , he disposed 
of his " farm" t o Dani el O' Neal e for the s ume of £8 ,000 ano r e t i r ed t o 
Sussex , where at the age of 86 , died in the year 1691. 

The handstamp was carved in t wo half ci rcles ; one hal f givi ng the month 
in abbreviated f o rm , the other hal f t he day of the month . Some Hi stori ans 
con tend that the mar ks were no t true ci r cl es , and should be di vi ded in t o 
t wo groups : 

1. Semicircl es . 2 . Circl es . 

Then ag ai n s ome mai ntai n t hat th e earl y ha ndstamps were made of wood, while 
o thers say they were construc t ed o f metal. Both par ties put f orward good 
reasons for their beliefs , but on all sides it is onl y a matter of con jectur e 
until s omeone comes up wi th a n actual han dstamp. I now give some det ails of 
the var ious l i ne s of thought , and it i s for you t o i nvestigate same a nd 
arrive at your own conclusion . This is what I bel ieve makes a study so ver y 
interesting and Bishop- marks have all the qual ity f or deep st udy , even aft er 
all t hese years . 

Summarising the various opini ons of Historians , t wo schools of thought 
emerge , one section seems t o favo ur six different types of the hands t amp, 
while the other classifies t wo types with var iat i ons i n each t ype . I now 
outline both opinions :-

TWO TYPES . 

Type 1. 

Type 2 . 

TYPE 1. VARIETIES : 

Var . I 
Var . II 

Var . II I 

TYPE 2 . VARIETIES : 

Var . I. 

Var. II 
Var . II I 
Var . IV 

Smal l size Diameter 12 14 mm . 

Large si z e Diameter 20 - 23 mm . 

Diameter 13 mm . 
Diameter 12-13 mm . Thin let ter s , fig ur es gener all y 
sloping . 
Diameter 14 mm . Letters much thicker . 

Diameter 20 mm . Dot betw een the letters of the 
month . 
Diameter 23 mm. Ditto . 
Diameter 21 mm. No Dot. 
Di ameter 21 mm. Brok en l ine o f Diameter . 
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Now we must consider the line of thought of the o thers who have the 
viewpoint of six types. 

SIX TYPES. 

TYPE 

1 • 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

DIAMETER 

14 mm. 
20 mm. 
22/23 mm. 
20 mm. 
23 mm. 
21 /22 mm. 

DATE OF USE 

1670- 1748 
1750- ? 
1746-1770 
1770-1 780 
1778- 1792 
1785- 1795 

Then there was the type with the 15 mm . diameter o f 1676, a size recorded 
as used only in that year. Strange to say it is not mentioned by either 
of the above classifications. It will be noted after reading the six 
different types that there was some overlapping in the dates of usage of 
th e various types, this i s most interesting in that the other school of 
thought are of the opinion there wc:s no' overlapping. The more one 
examines the Bishop-mark , the more one realises the marks are capable of 
nearly endless sub - division if every s~~ll feature is to be stressed . 

It wi ll ~e noted from the above that measurement of the mark is most 
important, and what one might consider a simple procedure i.e. that o f 
calculating the length of the diameter is made difficult due to the 
vagaries in inking. One must pay particular attention to this aspect . 

To revert to the Semicircles and the Circles : that noted Historian 
Colonel Guy R. Crouch favoured the theory of the Semicircl es for the first 
type, he is recorded as wr i ting:-

"The first typ e had a ring 14 mm. in diameter (Fig. 1) and 
many impressions show more or less cl early an indication that 
the stamp was in two halves ( Fig. 2) 

I do not regard these as distinct types, as I think it was 
a pure matt er of chance whether or not any particular impr ession 
showed the two halves evenly fitted . No doubt all the stamps at 
this period were made on the same principle , the two halves 
bei ng fit t ed together from a series of 12 semi-circles bearing 
the abbreviations for the 12 months , and 31 l ower halves bearing 
the series of numbers for the days from 1 to 31. Probably some 
pairs fitted better th an others, according t o the skjll uf the 
carver, and these would give a solid looking impression whil e 
others that fitted not so well would give impressions showing 
the two halves uneven . 
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The letters and figures bore serifs and were apparently carved 
in wood, no doubt being renewed from time to time as required. 
It is stated t ha t this type remained in use until 1748 , unchanged 
for a period o f nearl y 80 years. The writers latest exampl e 
is one of March 1740. " 

UNQ UO TE :- In support o f the Semicircle theory, is the fac t of the 
variety with the inverted figure of the day of the month (Fig. 3). 
It is recorded as used on at least three different dates; The 
December 24th is for Christmas Eve 1714, but t he inverted "24" is 
also known f or May 24th , 1716 and February 24th 1706. It thus se ems 
that the inver t ed 24 segment was in use fo r at least 10 years. 

Before one commences a detai led analysis of the Dublin s tamps, one must 
give serious consideration as to the material available for study , just 
think of t he hundreds or even thousands of London specimens that are 
availab l e against the doz ens o f the Dublin type stamps, and then so many 
of them poor strikes . One has only to thi nk of the conditions prevai l ing 
a~ that time, there was no complicated machinery to produce these hand-
s tamps. Nowadays, it would be a simple matter to produce such fittings at 
a nominal cost; but i n those days with no machinery beyond a simple lathe 
and when nearly everything was made by hand ; even to the ordi nary screw, 
and then with the screw each c r aftsman cut his own thread since there were 
no standard th r eads at that time. Whil e the craftsmen o f thos e days were 
capable of producing intricate fittings , it was the time it took to 
produce an anticl e , and accordingly the cost of same. In the co urse of 
your study, I would suggest that attention be paid t o the shape o f the 
letters and fig ur es of strikes f or th e various peri ods o f usag e , also to 
the angle they are i. e . sloping or straight. Somet imes serifs are missing 
make sure this is not due to bad inking . When we take all the above into 
consideration it may help us not t o make any has ty decisions , or come to 
an ear ly conclusion. 

In the past so many c l ever men have made a study o f the Bishop-mark but 
nothing has been final ised . 

To return to the Circl e type, it is generall y agreed that the stamp was 
made in two pieces and fastened t ogether by some mechanical means. Every 
port i on of :he stamp that prints must be raised to the same level, by 
that I mean the part that comes in contact with t he paper must make an 
impression that is uniform all over. 

Another popul ar theory pu t forward was th at t he dividing line, i . e. the 
diameter , was cut onl y on on e half of the stamp, the transverse edge of 
the other half being bar e (Fig. 4) . The Scott: sh Bishop-mark has the 
dividing line on the upper half, and th e Irish mark has it on the lower 

hal f . 

1 1 



ri~ 4. 

In order to produce what appears to be a perfect circle, great care must 
have been taken to ensure a perfect alignment of the two interrupted l ines 
of the two halves forming the circle. The cutting must have been of 
extreme accuracy, and the clamping together o f the two halves must have 
been very secure to give an overal l even impression. 

Then there js the viewpoint that from the middl e of the 18th century we 
do not find the double diameters, nor lateral displacement of the hal ves 
in the Dublin stamps, which would seem to indicate that thR y mRre 
constructed on a different principle , whether solid or composite. An 
examination of the lettering will show much similarity of detail as to 
convince or at least make very sure that the l et ters were identical, 
which in turn would have us disregard the possibility of sol i d dies . 

Also it seems hardly probable that the volume of correspondence passing 
through the Dublin Office would warrant new stamps dail y. 

One theory advanced which could account for t he per f ect alignment of tile 
two halves of the circle is as follows. There may have been a perm anent 
ring of metal with a circular hole, into which the mo nt h and day semi­
circular plugs could be i nserted . The ring in t urn screwed on to the 
handle of the stamp, similar to the construction of the handstamps as in 
use today. This is indeed a feasible suggestion and wort hy o f 
consideration. At this stage I would suggest that you not onl y measure 
the diameter o f t he mark, but also measure the height o f t he upp er segme nt , 
and the depth of the lower segment. As per Fig. 5. First measure A to B. 
i . e . Diameter. then C to D, height of t he upper segment, then E to F, 
the depth of the lower half, and finall y from C t o F. I f it is a true 
circle then t he measurement of A to B should be t i e same as fro m C to F. 

c 
f13. s ~ Up~~ ~"Yievtt. 

A B ~ D•aw>e~c"". 

+- Lowe,r '5e5mevit. 
F 

I know this article is slightly content i ous, and so I look f orwGrd with 
anticipation to your reactions, please drop me a line, the second par t o f 
the article will appear in the next issue . 
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NEW YORK 

AMERICA 

We had an interesting trip t o the States this year although we were busy 
for every minute of the ten days we spent there . Our first appointment was 
with Leon Davis o f Trenton, New Jersey , an original and respec ted member of 
the EPA , who has offered us his extensive collection of Ireland . We spent 
a pl easant afternoon with Mr. Davis and his wife , and after an agreeable 
transaction for the stamps, had a long chat on varied subjects. Mr . Davis 
has retained a collection of used singles , complete , including many rare 
errors , and so he is still actively concerned with Ireland , as well as hi s 
Orange Free State and World collections. There were some real gems in the 
coll ection we purchased, including all the overprints i n blocks o f ~our or 
larger . Quite an achievement to complete 

La t er during the week we held our special exhibition - "250 Years of Irish 
Philately " at Ireland House on Fifth Avenue. The attend:::ince was excellent 
and many people a~e looking forward to next year ' s exhibition . Due t o our 
tight travel schedule, we were forced to hold the exhibition before 
Interpex , and as a result, many people who did not receive notice of the 
change were disappointed . We woul d like to make an apology for this mix ­
up and we hope we can make up f or it next year, 

Interpex attracted a great many visitors, although the attendance seemed 
to incl ude many more "look ers" than l ast year . We were on the go most of 
the time and we are pleased to report much new interest in Irish Philately . 
We met many old friends th ere, including Daniel Murphy, Joe Fo l ey , 
Br uc e Weinm3nn , James Brady , James Maher , George Wright, Bi ll Hi ckey, 
Vince Linnell and George Losco to name a few . We made some excellent 
purch ases at the exhibition and 1nterpex rounded off our trip well . 

The Irish Export Board is holding an " Irish Week" in Texas to promote 
Irish goods during next Autumn. We hope to be ab l e to send a wide selec ­
tion o f displays and l i terat ure in the hope of generating new collecting 
interests i n this area . It sho uld prove to be quite s uccessful and we 
ar e expecting a good response . We are hoping to involve ourselves in 
other similar projec ts to promot e Irish philately around the world. 

RS . 

lnternaba Basle 1974 

As in previous years we have taken a stand at this year's International 
Stamp Exhibition . It is being held at Basle, Switz erland from June 7th 
through to June 16th. We look forward to meeting old and new customers 
a t our Stand No . 43 (First Floor). 
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ADHESIVE REV ENUE ST AMP S OF I RELA ND , 1858 -1 925 by James J . Br ady 

Published by 
illustrated. 
N. Y. 11 54 5. 

the Ei re Phi lateli c Associat io n. 20 pages , pl astisheen cover , 
%2. 00 po s tpaid f rom' [ . J . Ryan , 19 Rut h Place , Gl e n Head , 

Over two and half year s of intensive study and research were req uired to 
produce t he fi rs t defi nitive st udy o f Irish adhesive revenue stamps 
publish e d in a lmos t 50 year s . The au tho r , James Br a dy , made a thorough 
study o f t he earlier works s uch as Forbin , Kay , and Lundy and using his 
own extensiv e collect ion updated this mat erial making numerous additio ns 
and corrections, muc h o f i t be ing recorded fo r the first t ime . A draft 
was t he n prepared l i st i ng over 640 adhesive reven ue stamps and circulated 
among the leadi ng coll ector s of Iri s h Re venues in this cou ntry and [urope 
for addit i onal r efinement. To i ns ure clarity , there are in excess of 
90 i llustrations pr oduced by Ad r ia n Bout r el l e , the photographer for the 
Collectors Club Philatel ist. The s tudy wa s fi r st publ i shed in two 
ins talments i n The Americ~n Phi l atel ist in nugust and Sep tem~er 1973 . The 
Eire Philatelic Associ ati on has ar r a nged for t he pu bl icatio n o f thi s 
booklet whi ch a l s o i ncorpor ates an addendum listing additional material 
that has recent l y c om e to l igh t. 

While pri c es are no t a t tempt ed , the author does comment on values in the 
introduction. Br ady poi nts out that o ne of the difficulties in obtaining 
Ir ish revenues is t he unuqual ly l ong period of time the documents to 
whi ch they ar e a f fi xed remain' o n file in Irish recording offices . The 
signifi cance of t he " Specimen" a nd " Cancell ed" overprints is also explained 
The designs o f many o f the Vi ctorian issues are trul y outstanding as brough t 
out by t he prol i f ic use o f i l l ust r ations in the booklet . Perhaps no t 
generally known is a ser ies i nscribed " Southern Ire l a nd" which was in use 
for a rathe r brief period i n 192 1, after the Gover nment o f Ireland Act of 
1920 and before t he Provi s i ona l Government was establ ished in 1922 . 

All collec tors of I rish postage stamps a r e of course fami l iar with the 
intriguing Gaelic ov erpr i nted issues o f the earl y 1920 ' s . Very similar 
overprints were used o n the revenue stamps . Over 150 o f these overprints 
have been organised and li s t e d i n an order l y manrer , opening up a field of 

study that may prove to be as i nter es ting and r ewar ding as tha t o f their 
postal counterpart s . 

In summary this i s a publi cati c n that shoul d p r ove i nvaluable to any 
collector interest ed in I rel a nd a nd/ or Rev e nu es. 

Information concer ning the Eire Phi latel ic Associatio n can be obtained from 
the Secretary, John J. Blessi ngton, 4 302 St. Cl air Av enu e , St udio rity , 
Calif. 91604. 

With the growing interes t in Revenu e Stamp s this Ha ndb ook wi ll be welcomed 
by all collectors of t hese st amp s . Congrat ul at ions t o Mr . Br a dy a nd t he 
E~re Philateli c Association on th i s f ine publ i cati o n. 
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Dear Mr . Fe ldman, 

Whilst writing to you it occurred to me that yo u might be interested.in 
a constant error which occurred in the Saorstat D/P and which appeared 
on nll values at least up to and inc luding 1/-. I encl ose For your 
perusal and return , three mint 2~d stamp s showing a curious blo t under 
the First A of Saorstat . It occured on stamp 2 Ro w 10 o f each value and 
I have not observed any mention of it by anyone . I have this in eac h 
value up to as I say 1 / - as 1 discov ered it mysel F wi;Gn these stamp s were 
avai l able and I visited many Post Offices in order to obtain the stamps . 
I may be wrong but I do not think your excell ent coverage includes this 
corstant er~or . I should bB grateful if you would retu~n the encl osed 
stamp s ~hen you have exar.iined Lhem so that I can re - mounl them in my 
collection . 

Yo urs since~Bly , Hubert Kelly , Sligo . 

D8ar Cavi d , 

Regarding Erik Kuylenst.jer n a 's artic l e on the " Wi de A.T ." if it i s of any 
interest I have or:e on the 5s normal (that is Po t "5 ouer E" ) as well as 
a 10s " S ov 6 r E" . The 5s . seer.is to be abo ut 15. 7 mm while the 10s. is 
15 . 6 mm . 

Incidentally , in the Marquis of Bute a uction of May '59 , there was one lot, 
number 492 , which ~ad complete sheets of the 5s . ani 10s which contained 
"one E.xc:mple of wid2 A. T. in Saorstat " . It did no t give the position , 
howBver. 

Sincerel y , 

C. T. Dulin , llford, E.ssex . 
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NEW ISSUES 

··~···· 

Book 1 Contains 10 stamps (§) 5p 

Book 2 Contains 5 stamp s @ lp 
6 " @ 2-??- p 
6 II @ 5p 

IRE LAND 
POSTAL HISTORY 

Ship letters . Maritime . Penny Posts. PaidA1ts. Bishop Marks 

Dockwras . Dublin Datestam ps . Sunday stamps . Provincial 

namestamps . Mileages . Post Paids . Local posts . Uniform Id 
and 4d. stamps . Free Franks. Instructional stamps. Inspectors 
stamps . Unpaid stamps . late and Midday stamps . Charity 
and Revenue stamps. 

We can offer all these, and much more, from our huge stock of 
Irish Postal History. We cover the complete range of Irish Phil· 
dtely from earliest times to the present doy. Why not write to 
us, detailing your interests , and we shall be happy to offer you 
superlative material from the finest stock in the world. 

~ DAVID FELDMAN LTD. 
~ Ireland's leading dea/t>rs 

102 LEINSTER RD. , DUBLIN 6, IRELAND 

BOOKl_ [TS 

1 ·1 th 'VJ sr ch 19 7 4 

Two new book s o f stamp s 
Book 1. Gr een Cover 
9ook 2. Blu e Cov er . 

(sop E'<:ich) 

IRELAND 
NEW PRICED CATALOGUE 

APRIL 1974 

Illustrated catalogue of Irish Stamps 

* * Complete forerunners-Overprints-Definitives 
Essays-Commemoratives- Airs and Dues 

* * Complete Errors-Varieties- Proofs-Controls 
Coils-Booklets & Postal Stationery, etc. 

* * PRICES revised and right up-to-date 
* * All NEW ADDITIONS 
**ALL LATEST ALTERATIONS 
* * MULTI LINGUAL INTRODUCTION 
* * NUMBERS LISTED BY 

D.F.-S.G.-SCOTI-MICHEL-YVERT 

(Note: This price list completely replaces o ur previously 
published price list and Supplements 1 & 2) . 

Price 60 pence (incl . P.P.) 
U.S.A. $ 2 (incl . Airmail postage) 

DONT DELAY-Order your copy NOW! 

DAVID FELDMAN LTD. 
l"art ~o~tngt ~tamp~ of t!Jt \!IDorlb 

102 LEINSTER ROAD, DUBLIN 6, 
IRELAND 

Telephone : Dublin 977449 
Cables:" FELDSTAMPS" Dublin 

Members: B.P.A., P.T.S. (London); A.S.D.A. 
(New York); A.P.H.V. (Hamburg). 

~ Copyright 1974, David Feldman Ltd. 

'M"1DW ITi) 
~ure Jostuge ~lump ;llealerl\\ anb Jlftilatelic Juhlisften 
102 LEINSTER ROAD. DUBLIN 6, IRELAND 
TELEPHONE : DUBLIN 977449 CABLES : 'FELDSTAMPS' DUBLIN 


