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Tr ansatlanti c Sh ip Letters so~etimes received 
handstr uck mar ks showing the Ship rate on th a ir 
a rrival. The most freq uently e ncount ered is the 
"8" mark o f Cove , but this " 1s ." mcrk of Dublin 
is conparateli vely scarce. 



Editorial 

IRISH PHILATELISTS AT STAMP EXHIBITIONS 

There seems littl n doubt in my mind that if thore is one place where 
Irish Phjlately is lacking enthusiasm it is at exhibitions . 

At home , Stampa , the Irish National Stamp Exhibition began in 1972 
a nd but for a few provinci a l exhibit ions seems to be the only in so far 
wh i ch attraJts any interest or pub licity abroad . 

As for exhibitions abroad , foremost Irish collectors would usual l y 
2nter a section 3f their collection into one or other of the 8ritjsh 
National exhibitions - Stamp ex or 8.P . E. Attendance here is sadl y 
w2ning. 

There ic no doubt that philately in this country is growing and 
without any official restrictions on th e export and re - importation 
of your stamp coll ec tion one would expect a gr ea t e r number of showings 
a t the various Internationals. 

Showing your collection at exhibitions ab road is within the whole 
spirit of philately 2nd its frater nity . It is the mixing and 
gathering together of s imil ar inter ests fr om al l parts of the world . 
Think of the pl easure of di scovering a stamp or postmark hithsrto 
unknown to you hi dden amongst the pag es belonging to some South 
American co lJ ector, the chance to disc11ss your ten years study with 
another stujent of the same , ovar a cocktail an~ show him your 
co ll ection in the morning, moreso, to win ~n award in front of all. 

ESPA~IA ' 75 

For Espana ' 75 this y8ar we had two Irish entries; ror Arphi l a ' 7 5 
Paris we shall have only one collection from this country ! 

Philadelphia ' 76 will undoubtedly be one of the groat exhibitions 
of this decade . I imagire even our fello·JJ Irish r:ollectors living 
in North America are prepari ng to t oughen the c o~petition f or 
anyone with an Iri sh entry . Here is a great challenge and there js 
s t ill good time to prepare ourselves if we begin NOW . Sending you r 
coll ection wi th the Irish CommissionEr will be simple and i noxpensive . 
There are already organised excursion trips if you illish to 
participate personal ly. This is a good opportunity to begin . 
Let ' s at least show our hand of shamrocks ! 

D.F. 
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BOOKS 

ENGLAND'S 
POSTAL HISTORY 

By R. M. WILLCOCKS 

At l ast the long awaited book has made its appearance . Postal Histor i ans 
have anxiously looked forward to the date of publi cation - now it is here . 
R. M. Willcocks are to be congratulat ed on a fine production. They state 
in their publici t y that this study of the post office and its postmarks 
is the first that has ap peared for over twenty - five years and discuss in 
depth the carri age of 11?tters over a period of 4 , 500 ye&s. 

What an undertaking to cover i n 140 , 000 words and I must say the author 
has done a wonderful job of work on it. One would have l iked more detail 
on some aspects , but with the limitation of 167 pages , it is understand­
able that this could not be achieved . 

Personally I would have liked more in f ormation on Ireland particularly 
the Dublin Penny Posts , whi c r is allotted one page i n this book . 
Consideri ng th at Dr . Stafford Johnson cov ered this aspEct so compl etely 
as far back as 35 yeGrs ago , there is no shortage of information on this 
sub j ect , alas not readi l y availab l e today . 

The book which i s c lo th bound with a page s i ze of 10" x 7!" and printed 
on excel lent paper , has 24 pages of illustrations and some hundreds 
throught the text. Chapter headings are : Ear l y l et t ers , 1635-1660 , 
The Restoration Post Office , London' s Local Post , Cross and By-Posts , 
Provi nci a l Town Stamps , The Franking Sys t em , Pal mer a nd the Mail Coaches , 
London 1794 and later , Provi ncial Local Deli very , Ins tructional Stamps , 
The Reforms o f 1839-1840 and adhesive stamps , and Maritime Postal 
History (by Al an Rob ert son) wi th three App endices. 

All this written in a most readable styl e , quite an achievement -
congratul ati ons . The book is obtainabl e fr ~m most Philatelic Literature 
Deal ers or from H. J . Var nham , 2 1 Tranq uil Vale , Blackheath, London , 
SE3 OBU , Eng l and . Price £7 . 50 . Available in North America $20.00 f rom 
S. W. Shelto n, 45 Wynford Heights Crescent , Apt . 509 , Do n Mills 403 , 
Ontario , Canada . 
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MILFORD HAVEN TO WATERFORD PACKET ROUTE . 

L.ONPoN 

f1ecent-.ly l made a purchas<~ of a Post.al H_Lsl ory culJ ection and whHn 
reaciing th~ contGnLs of th8 lett ers , l came across th ree it8nis with a 
b11:>rino .:i1: the above subject.. 

The First one , dated at IJat£1rford on the 5th June 1819 wcis sigrn?d by :.:i 

Mr· . Georgl~ P. Ridgway a nd was addr essed to Henry McDougalJ Esqr e . , 
Hnrcourt Street , Dublin , th8 postal ra:c e o f 2/3 was r .:1ised in 
mam.!scripl.. 

Tbe ro;1tants as foll ow~ :-

I can have no doubt but it must b~: known Lo tiler:i , that 
sj 11ce the re1mval of the Pacb~tl: establishc~d f rorn PassagE-! 
to DunmorE: pier , the ~os LmBst~!r Ceneral ha11e icn~os er an 
additional t.ax of two pence: on Ollr Er1glish 1ett8rs . Being 
merrb1?.:- of a Conim i. t 1, µ,e appointed by the Chamber oF Co11.r1ieJ. ce 
of this c i ty to mak e enquj ry r.ow f<1 r the Sen . P . Offi.ce 
have tk?. r ight. to d e mand such ad.lit ion , I am deputed to 
address th1rn . We hav12 had communicatio:is wi.t'1 th8 P . M. 
General so,1w montl1s s i.; 1c,e r especting the in=r :as8 , and 
they submitted a case to Counsel for opinion , how far it was 
1 ?.gal to add l11e ti.uopP.nce but..., in Dublin anu Waterford, 
the op ;11 ion was ducisive against the legal.ity yut the 
impost t:.1as coq':.in u ed . Some of our me1r.bers being in 
Dublin shortly afLer, stat. c:d to the P.O . Secretary ; lh3t 
altho ' the clau se in th1:;: Act might warrant the 
enforcHmer.t in Dublin , frorn Ho111th Lleing out side t he 
harf:lour , that in th1:-?ir est..im;-,tion it should not. be coll ected 
her8 , as Dunrr·or e i s within tl ie Harhour o f Watt!rford. On 
this point. Ed . Lees promisc-d to take t.he ---- (INDECIPl:fR ABL E) 
of th2 Attor ney GenP.ral and t o inform us the result ; wo 
understand the farmer has b een done , ~ut tha latter has 
nev~ r been complied with, a n d report says t~at the opinion 
was dacisiue as to the illegality of the change . 
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The Act on which we clai.m ouc right of exe111ption is the 
Mileage Act, 54 Geo . 3 , [hap . '119, Sect. 1 and the Post 
masters Cenl . say that they ground their charge on thE: same; 
the c lause is as Follows: - " That aJ l lett,ers and Packetts 
directed from any plac e i n Ireland to any port or ports jn 
Sn;at Br.itsin c?tc . shall be chargej and paid for IJ h eir postage 
and conveyance within Treland , from or to Dublin , Waterford , 
or Donaghaclee, or any other Port wher <> Packett Boat(~ for the 
ccnveyanct: of l~tters to and from Ireland may rn~ esb'1bl i.shed etc. 

This clause we c o nsider as expressly negativing any chArge 
f',Jr j nland cc1111eye:nce of lettfJrs adrJre2serJ to o:· Prorn Great 
E'.ritain by Duhlin, 11/atc:rford , or Doni"ilJhadPe and '"e request. 
thy opinion hereon ; with ~hy advice as to tne mode of 
procepdjng in thG most sum~ary w2y to terminate the dirfarence 
as we <ire ::ir,:<iuus t.o have Lh H r.1at.l ''r: brought lo c} speedy 
deci s.icrn. 

Ple2se adclrt:rns to John Harris - V. Pres. Charnbr~r of l ~omrnr:rce 
I clai.fll excuse for snclosi rHJ B . Noles of our town instead of 
those of the B. nf lrGlanc' , 2s I dont at presr3nt h<'lppe·n to 

have Cuins. of the latter . 

I remain very respectfully, 
Thine etc. etc . etc . 

Ceo . P. Ridgway. 

The second letter is dated 22nd May 182 1 and is fr om Mr . Samuel 
Sta r b~ck of Milford an~ addressed to Edward Court enay , Meroh2nt , 
W~ l-erford . ThEi Bnt:ir ?. is enriorsod "Post Paid" and " P3 " M/S i n Rro.d . 

Th e letter reads as follows : 

[c3t e emed Fri e11rl 

I rave lonLJ thought 11:i1sther Steam Packets might r:ot 
h a adv~ntageously e mployed between this and Wat e rford , 
but have fAared the roughness of ths s e a in the winter 
ini_ght pr:.JV8 ar1 almost unsurmo unl,able objection, tl1riugh 
latPly the Captn. o f an Am e rican ship (now in the 
Li 11r:=;rpool trade) put in her8 , hE: told 1M.:.· he co1n1nandE!d 
a Stec.m Pack c:: t b e tw2E:n ~J<?w Vork anci Chc.rl estown, South 
[arolj na near th r ee years , ar.cJ fro111 his c-•xperience and 
wt· at tie kneJJ of this channel, hE' w3s confident the y 
woulj do we ll here , thaL I am now clesi rous- this nejgf-i­
bourhoorl sf-iould RX e rt itself to obtain the establishment 
ani-1 propose tl1 .::. t we s c: nd a petition to thE! Offir.ers of 
the Cr::neral Post OffLce to that Af~P.ct , and being informed 
or the Petition fr cm the VJaterf"orrl Merchants, I l,akr;i 
tt1e lib erty to ask the favo ur of t.hEm if arJrnissable to 
send raE a copy of it previously to ours being draFted . 

I am they Sincer8 Frie nd, 
Sam]. S tar!Jur.k . 
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fl1 e lhii d of Lhe 1 t ems was a cop y of I wo l ntter s , t.he fj rel l e tt er 
being rlat~d 2Dlh J uly 18 2 ~ , a nd is Fro m the Gen~ral Post Off ice 
.? nd arldrcssP.r~ t o l h oo.1as Cu thbert. [sq. Chajrman of the Cor11 mi tt.eG 
of Merchan t s , Cork . 

rhe t.i? Xl. 21:3 FollllW!; : -

c· 
~ l J'} 

have r G~cived , and l a irl b ef or e My Lord thG Po s t.master 
Se n8ral yo ur furthEr lPtter of the 7th instanh upon the 
imprnvP.rnent. of the cornmunic8t.ion t;ii th tile So uth of Irel a n i:J 
vi.a Mi l f ord - <:inci I bfJg t o i n rorn1 you Lh3l no one of t he 
poi nts allurled to i 11 yo11r lsLter ki._; 8~3l':~p e r-J t.hn att!"nU on 
alld corsirler<iLion of his Lor ds'1i. p -

Wi th regard tu the transf Pr o f the Stea~ Packets , 
r ecently em plo yed 2t Milford , to the Hol yhead Statior ; 1 am 
t o expl a in that the a rr a ng eme nt was meant to be of a 
tEmpor ar y na ture; an~ tha t two of the Vessels now em ployed 
at Milford are of eq ual power with those f or which they have 
been exc~ang e~ and the oth er two Er e not greatl y inferior -
a nd as a proo f that My Lord is not unmindful or t he 
importance of th e correspondence passing by way of Mil ford , 
and that the fears of the Committee of Me rcr ants are 
unfoundE~ , in r espect to a ny intention of abondoring 
that line of ro ad , I have the satisfaction to 2cqu2in t you , 
For the information o f th e committ ee , t hat hi s Lor cship has 
b een un expecte dl y e nEbl ed to acceler ate the s peed of the 
r·'ai l Coach, wrich will now arri ve at Mi l f or cl , a t ar e arl ier 
hour t ha n heretofor e and ce per t c onsiderably l ater -

By thi s reg ul at ion the Post.Master GeGeral ant i cipates 
that the desirabl e object of a day passag e betweer 
Mil fo r d and Dunmore will be effected both w2ys ; as t he 
Packet wi ll not be o blige d to s tart f rom t he l at t er place 
until 5 o ' clock in th e morning -

A full commu nication has been m2de to the Irish Pos t 
Office of this new r egulation , tha t it may judge how Far the 
corr espcndence of Waterford a nd Cor k can be acceler ated by 
its mea ns -

Thi s is all t hat can be ~on e at pr ese nt, ur til it can be 
s een w~ at will be the re s ult o f the new Sur~ey of t he roads 
in South Wales ; but in a ny view of the case My Lor e the 
Post Mas t e r General coul d not have round himself just i fied 
in de taining t he important cor r espondence f rom th e West o f 
Engl a nc , a nc t h e low er li ne of South Wales with Ireland ; 
as s uggested by the Cornmi ttee for 24 hours in orc:er to 
effec t a del i ve ry o f the London Mail only at Cork, at a n 
earli er hour t han i t now i s -
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I have the honor to be 
Sir, 

Your very obedient 
humble Servant , 

F. Freeling 
Secretary . 

Then follows the reply to the above 
Headed Cork 24th July 1824 
Addr8ssed to Sir Edward S . Lees. 

Sir , 

I am directed to acknowledge the honor of your letter of 
thE 12th instant , and to renew thE application heretofore 
made for a des patch of the Mail Coach frcm Waterford for 
Cork in the Evening, instead of delaying it as at pr esEnt 
' till the Morning , and thereby causing the very unaccountable 
wGste of 12 to 14 hours . An arrangment such as we seek is now 
more called for than before , as by a letter just received 
f rom Mr . Freelin£ , we learn that the acceleration w~ich we 
contemplated as practicab l e in the speed of the Mail Cocch to 
Milford has actually taken place on our representation and 
that everything which is pos sible to effect for the present 
has been done at the other side of the Channel. - We trust 
therefore that their Lordships the Postmasters General of 
Ireland will not longer ~elay the conijideration of our 
rea onable entreaty , as we ~ad looked with conifdence ~or 
a change at Waterford at thE same mom e nt that it was 
effected on the Milford route . -

The Committee were perfectly aware when they wrote yoL 
last that proposals for conveying the Mail from Waterford 
to Dunmore were advertised for - but they ho~e that their 
Lordships uncer the new circumstances of the Corr espondence 
would advertise rather than contract - to be concludec 
on a certain day under securities etc . as usual . 

I have the honor etc . 
Thos . Cuthbert . 

Chairman 
Committee o f Merchants 

Cork. 

The above l etters has awakened an interest in the Milford Haven -
Waterford Route and I would be most grateful to anyone who could 
suppl y further information to what I now subscribe . 

It wcs by an Act of 1787 (27 Ceo III Cap 9) that the Post Office 
Packet Service was established on April 1st , betwee~ Mil ford Haven 
and Waterford . Strange to say while Waterforc is statec as being 
the Irish terminus , it was at Durmore East which is lbcated about 
11 miles from Waterford that the port of arrival was finally 
established. 
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It was not until 1824 that we had a Steam Packet on this service, 
in that year the Padel e Stearr.er Packet " ALADDIN" and some of her 
sister ships were transferred from Holyhead to Milford Haven , 
a nd the old sailing packets were withcrawn from the service. 

Wit h the l arger boats on the service it was necessary to improve 
landing facilities and this led to the building of a massive pier 
and breakwater at Dunmore East . 

Similarly Milford Haven was only established as the port of 
arrival after 1790 . The Packet had hitherto gone to Haverford 
west before it was finally agreed that the Packet ' s de s tination 
shoul d be Milford. In the early days Haverfordwest was 
c or sidered as the commercial centre of Pembrokeshire. It was 
situated on the northern extremity o f Milford Haven . Haverford 
west was a Pos t Town as far back as 1600 due to its positi on on 
the road to Milford . It had a Mail Coach Service from 1787 . 

On the Irish side charges were assessed from Dunmore .East -
prior to 1840 instructions were gi ve n to the effect that the 
Mileage Reference Tables should be used by the Postmasters For 
the computation of mileage on letters go ing by the Pil f ord haven 
route to be charged from Durmore rather than Waterfor d . 

The stature of the route was such that it is recorded that between 
1793 anc 1839 a total of 29 vessels were employed as Post Of fice 
Pack e ts on this route . In 1824 St eam Paddle or screw vessels 
were f ir st introduced. 14 such vessels were e~ployed . 

Due to the fact that the " Milford Route" was by far the shor test 
route be tw een the Southern parts of Ir eland and England, one would 
have thought that it s hould have bee n a busy and pro spero us ven ture. 
Such was not th e case . 

The roads to Mil ford becam e so bad that by 1835 the Roads Comm i ssi ons 
had so many complaints that it was suggested that a special furd 
be instjtuted for the purpose of maintaining the coach r aods to 
Mil fo rd. The money to be raised partly by a levy on goods and 
mail carried along the route . 

Francis Freeling, Secretary to the Post Office did not take kindly 
to this suggestion , and strongly objected that such a levy should 
be put on the mail . In a minute dated 28th February 1836, he 
stated : 

" It appears to rre that thi s Bill provides very cl early 
for a n imposition of certain minimum r ates o f postage 
upon all letter s transmitted via Milford and Waterford 
in addition to the existing rates, and that the 
application of the monies to these rout es is to be 
confined solely to the purpose of the County of Pembroke 
under the direction of the Lords of the Treasury •• •••• 
in improving the Road to Hobb ' s Point from which the 
Packets ar e to cepart ••• " 
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In spit e of all prot ests th e Bill became law on the 21st June 1836 
and the following day a Circular was sent to al l Postmasters . 

" Irish letters to and from Ireland via Milford and 
Waterford charged ar. additional halfpenny, Single and 
o n e penny , Do u b l e , et c • " 

The charge was applied in manuscript I have never seen an instance 
where a handstamp was emplo yed . Covers with the additional ~d used 
on the Milford route are scarce , since on the advert of the 
Uniform Fourpenny rate which. came into operation on 5t h December 
1939 , the additional !d charge ceased . This r ate only enjoyed a 
life span of 3! years . One of the r easons for the rar i ty of letters 

showing the additional !d of the Milford r oute was that many letters 
were diverted to travel vi a Dublin. One should remember that no 
special Post Offic e handstamps were issued for use on t his route . 
Letters carried by this service are recognisable by the Waterford 
transit datestamp and the absence of the Dublin backstamp , also 
by the postal charges in manuscript on the front of the letter , 
which differs in amounts from those carried on the other Irish Sea 
mail packet routes . Eve ntual ly the Irish mail station was 
transferred to Holyhe2d , regretfull y i have not been able to 
trace the date when the Mi l ford Haven to Waterford Packet route 
ceased . 

BILL KANE 
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LETIERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dee r Editor , 

Thank yo u ror the Nellisle t ter j us t received . I was in t erested to see the 
c omm ent on the Carrick Spoon , but unfortunat ely both of you miss the 
import ant point . It does not r eally matter what WE call it , but what is 
it ? ls it ge nerally agreed firstly that it cannot po s s ibly be a 
peculiar s tri ke of the ~ormal I type ? Nei th er of yo u actu~l ly say so , 
but anyway I will start b y saying that although I examined i t under 
difficul t co nditions I had no doubt this must be a new handstam p . As 
the normal 1 is known in Ja nuary 1865 it cannot be this o ne recut , 
it cannot b8 th e recorded E typ e , and I do not think a peculiar s trike 
coul d have omitted th e two mor e lines beloQ . 

I ' m sure it was not intended to be a t hird type , but its quite possible 
that when they were r ecutt ing it in March ' 57 they made a mistake , 
alt e ring onl y the side bars and leaving the others untouched ; wh en they 
were told about this , t hey made a new s tamp and Carrick was told to use 
this only in a n emergency . Yo ur cor r esponde nt must r emember the date 
or use may no t have any b ear i ng at all o n it s date of manufactur e . 

I agree we shoul d not call it type E (B) , as all these wer e new stamps 
made and inte nded to be in this way . It must be a new t ype - we coul d 
say H Fo r Hybrid or M For Mystery , but unl ess mor e a r e Fou nd it is hardly 
worth coining a type l etter . Ar e s tri kes o f the I type c l earer after 
August 1863 than they wer e befor e ? Two I have he r e in mid 1862 are 
prac tically unr eadabl e , bu t I have not enou gh t o j udge if it is a gradual 
worse ning , th en improved by r ec utting to some ex t e nt at this time . It 
sti ll may not be very good , but is it better ? 

I was also inter ested in your article on c ro ss posts , and Bi anconi ; 
I had not seen this statem3nt o f his before . It is most useful confi r m­
ati on of wha t I said in m ~ book just publish ed , about th e appalling 
admi nistrativ e state of the Iri sh Office befor e England t o ok o ver the 
r unning again (pag es 1 19 / 120) in 1832 - what i s the bet t ing that Lees 
was taking a l arge cut fro~ the Postmasters if th e P . O. was paying more 
than twice t he prop e r s um. It is what one would exp ec t , and ' The Lords' 
would no t know about it. It i s also int eresting to confirm how efficient 
the Duke o f P.ichmond was , and by impl ication Lord Althorp , the Chancel l or 
of the Exchequ e r . 

Yours t ruly, 
Marti n Will cocks . . 
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De e r Edito r , 

On p . 7 o f yo ur Spring 1975 i s s ue yo u invite comm ent s o n th e 1863 
Carrick - on- Shanno r " spoon". 

Any coll ector o f cancell a ti o ns wo ul d recogni se at o nce t hat it is a 
poor imp r e s s io n , o r an i mpression o f a wor n handstamp . The out l ine o f t he 
ba r s with i n t he ova l ( the part least exposed to wear ) i s a deq ua t e evidence 
tha t it i s the Ir ish t ype . 

Regar ding t he Ma l tese Cr os s ca ncel s on page 8 , it is appar en t t hat eve r y 
post to wn had a cross canc el ler , but the vast majo r ity were of ~hP 
standa r d type , indisting uishable From each other and ther efore no t 
providing scope for study . The few listed in the hand~ook s a r e ther e 
because t hey ar e non - standard . Certainl y there is scope f or resea r ch , 

notab l y i n the variet i es o f c r oss used in Dub l in , thei r sp ecial Feat ur es 
and their da t es of use . 

Regards , 
Vours sincerely , 

Frc;d E. Dixon . 

CANCELLATIONS 

Mr . D. P. Baumann writes to say 
that cr.ecking through his First Day 
Covers of " Womens fear 1975" , he 
found thal they were a l l cancell ed 
21~ . 3 . 1974 ins lead of 1975 . - his 
error was conslanL on al l co ve r s 
which werR cancel l ed a t the 
Waterford Post Office . 

Miss Olga Kerr informs us that she 
has an F . D. C. of the Contempcrary 
Irish Ar t 1974 po sLmar ked o n the 
19 . 7 . 74 . 

Al though the stamp was not issued 
until the 19th August 1974 

Sur el y a case of the P . O. clerk 
fa i l ing to c ha nge the mon t h s lug 
i n the h a nd s t amp . Th i s h a pp e ned 
at Kilk e nny . Anyone el se with 
si mi l ar cove r s ? 

1 1 

POi PAL REQLIIRED 

Mr . Or l ando Del Pil ar , 
P . O. Box 388 , 
Duebradi ll as , Puer to Rico , 
00742 ll . S . A. 

. 
who is 19 years of age , and would 
like to correspond with a n Ir~sh 
Philatel ist with a view to 
e xchanging stamp s . 

Mr . Wi l fried Germe r , 
Zingel 22 , 
5200 HILDESHEIM , 
West Germany 

is l ook ing f or a n e xchange 
par tner i n Ire l a nd . 

LO~JGR ATUL ATJ o~·s 

To Mr . James Maher , of Wisconsin , 
U. S . A. on winning a ~old Medal at 
the S . 1-1 . A. Exhibition also a Cole 
Fr uit Pl ate at ~ILCOPEX . As these 
Exhi bit i ons we r e the first attem p t 
at competition made by ~r . Mahe r , 
he is to be compl imen t ed indeed . 



PRICES REALISED 

IRELAND AT THE AUCTIONS 

The same old tendencies are making themselves apparent again these days. 
Demand far exceeds the supply of unu sual and s up erlative items . The high 
level of prices being currently maintained is in some cases quite 
amazing . People tell me how they used to buy Irish Ship Letters for 
2/6c each - now the scarce ones sell fo r £200 te £300 . A few unusual 
items have appeared lately: 

POSTAL HISTORY Est. Real. 

1716 E. L. showing a sup erb impression of the rare 
" tete- beche" Dublin Bishop for 24/MA (SG. 6/74) £250 £280 

1812 E. with good strike of the "mermaid" type Free 
in Black. (HRH 11/74) f25 £48 

1821 E. showing fancy framed " SHIP LETTER/DUBLIN" 
IN red, fine . (RL '1/74) £60 £70 

1838 redirected EL , with fine script " Recirected/at Cork" 
" TB PAY" and oval "POSTAGE/NOT PAID" (SG . 6/74) £65 £75 

1840 E. L. showing framed "LIMERICK/SHIP LETTER", fine 
but not complete (RL 11/74) £100 £130 

1843 E. showing fine "DUBLIN/Shipletter " in red (RL 2/75) £40 £75 

1850 Small env . showing on reverse " Army RH/Ballymoney", 
Ballymoney and Belfast eds , all in blue , superb 
(SC 6/74) £30 £27 

1856 Wrapper bearing Ar cher perf . 1d from Dublin to 
Lonrlon (SG 3/74) £30 £40 

1869 Cover showing " PAID/DERRY/COL PACKET" eds in red , 
fine (RL 2/75) £35 £45 

GB U~ED IN IRELAND 

1841 1d . with distinct and almost complete strike of the 
rare Mullingar Cross (SE 11/74) £80 £85 

1870 ~d Pl8te 9 , a f i ne pair cancelled at Newry, (SG 11/74) £40 £44 

1887/92 £1 Green, fi ne used at Wexford (RL 9/74) £30 £36 
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OVERPRINTS 

1922- 3 2/6 , mint and sho~ing minor re - entry at right 
(RL 6/74) 

1925 5/- Narrow , a mint block f rom right of shee t , 
lower two stamps shouing the s l anted overprint 
variety (RL 6/74) 

(R efer ences : 
HRH - H. R. 

SG - Stanley Gibbo ns ; RL - Robson Lowe ; 
Harmer ; 6/74 - Ju ne 1974 etc .) 

£75 £75 

£50 £ 120 

Some even nicer material will hav e been sol d by the tim e you read this . 
Robson Lowe have a specialised Ireland sal e on May 15th , and some 
Irish items have been included in the Victoria Sal e of GB on ~ay 14th . 
Among some of the gems are : 

MAY 14th . 

1841 1d . tied by a complete strike of the Maltese Cross i n ful l 
green to cover from Glenarm . 

1854 1d . SC 16 on pi ece tied by Clifden eds in blue . 

1854 Another exampl e tied to pi ece by Killucan eds in red . 

MAY 15 t h . 

1805 E.L . showing the very rare " POST PAID/Ir i sh/Briti sh" 
h . s . very fine . 

1840 2d . Mulr eady wrapp er a98 used from Limerick to Dublin . 

1862 Env el ope bearing 1d red and showing oval cachet " ROYAL 
VICTORI A HOTEL/CORK/rn ST PAID" . 

1922 Dollard ~d , a mint block of four with overprint i nvertec . 

1922 - 23 1/- Accent Missing, in a vertical striµ of three , mint 

1935 2/6 to 10/- i n unmounted mint corner blocks o f f ou r showing 
the " f l at accent " var iet y. 

1929 1/6 Brown telegraph form , code "A1/SE" . 

This sal e will undo ub t edly be one of the high l ights of 
A f ull report will follow . 
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1975 . 

D. Mc D. 

£250 

£40 

f.50 

f.120 

£100 

£45 

£200 

£850 

£240 

£45 



DEFINITIVE SERIES OF STAMPS 

The Department of Posts and Tele­
graphs wishes·to announce the 
f ollowing changes in the pr esent 
definitive series of stamps: 

(i) The fo llowing definitive 
s t amps will be withdrawn from 
sale at Post Off ices on 
Wecnesday 3Dth April 1975 . 

1~p' 2~p' 3!p' 7!p. 

These denominations will be 
avail able f rom th e Philatel ic 
Sect ion, CPD, Dublin 1, after 
the above date until stocks 
are exha usted . 

(ii) The designs of t he 6p and 7p 
definitive stamps wi ll be 
changed from the St ag design 
to the Dog design . 

(i ii) Th r ee new definitive stamps 
will be intr oduced as fol l ows : 

Bp 
15p -
£1 

Stag Des ign 
Wi nged Ox Design 
Eagle Des i g n 

The changes at (ii) and (iii) above 
will be i nt roduc ed later this year , 
probably in June 1975. The exa ct 
date wj ll be announced lat er . 

The usual First Day of I ss ue 
ser vi ce wi ll be avai l ab l e in 
resp ect of the 6p and 7p stamps 
in the Dog des i gn and the 8p (St ag) 
15p (Winged Ox) and £ 1 (Eagle) 
s t am ps. A special first day cov er 
wi ll also be on sal e . 

. These fi ve s t amps which wil l be 
print ed on un-wat ermarked paper will 
all be issued on the same da te . 

14 

PROGRAMME OF SPECIAL POS TACE STAMPS 
FOR 1975 

The special and commemorative post ­
age stamps for 1975 are : 

Sub . 

1 . Inter. 
Wom e ns Year. 

2. ( CEPT) 
(EURO PA )· 

3. Europ ean 
Amateur Calf 
Team Champi on. 

4 . Cont emp. 
Irish Art 

5 . Bi -Ce nt. of 
foundation of 
Pres entation 

I ssue 

24/3/75 

28/4/75 

26/6/75 

28/7/75 

Order of Nuns 1/9/75 

6 . European 
Architectural 
Heritage Yecr 6/10/7 5 

7 . Chris t mas 13/11/75 

Deno m. 

8p , 15p 

7p , 9p 

6p, 9p 

15p 

5p' 7p 

5p ' 6p ' 
7p , 9p. 

5p ' 7p ' 
10p 

The dates of issue and den ominat ions 
ar e provi sional. 

Special pictorial dat estamps wi l l 
be us ed to cancel al l mai l emanating 
fr cm the Phil atelic Section , CPD , 
Dublin 1 on the first day o f issue 
o f each new stamp i n 1975 . 

ST AMP A I 75 

will he hel d in the Cresham 
Hot. e l, Dubl in , T"hul.'scl ay to 
Sund ay 13th to 16th November 

' bo th dates inclusive. 
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The stamps is s ued o n 9th Sept emb er 1974 t o 
commemor ate the Centenar y of the I r ish 
Rugby Football Uni o n, have been t he s ubjec t 
of debate f or some time now. The Post 
Office pu bli c i ty l eafl et inf orm s us tha t t he 
3!p val ue was pr inted by Harr i s on & So r. s 
Lt d. - Recess, a nd t he 12p by a combination 
of recess and photogr avur e . 

On the 3~p value an interesti ng ' Re - Entr y ' 
is f ound strange to say , no t on all t he 
sheets i ssue d . The make up of the s hee ts 
was two pa nes of 50 (5 Row s o f 10 stamp s) 
with a gutte r b e tween . 

The var i ety i s locat ec o n R4 . S1. Top pane 
on one sheet and i n t he s ame positio n bu t 
on the low er pa ne on t he other shee t . 

By maki ng a stu dy o f t he sheet numbers , o ne 
can c om e to the conclu s i o n t hat the Ro l ler 
consi sted o f 14 pa nes or 7 sheets o f 100 
stamps . 

Fr om the i l l us t ration o f the s uggested 
l ayou t on the pl ate , it will be noted that 
the variety occur s o n the 4th (t op pane ) 
and the ?th (l ower pane) shee t s ; i . e . t wo 
var i eties in ever y seven sheets . 

Another point of i n terest is that the 
stamp s issued on the 9th September were 
all of a pale shade of greyish green , 
despi te b eing described as Dark Green by 
the Post Offi ce . Later o n the Dar k Green 
shade appeared . On seeing t he Dark shade 
ones reacti o n was , here is a new printing . 
This was confirme d by the fac t that the 
' Re- entry ' was no longer to be f ound on 
the ' Dark Gr Ben' pr i nti ng . 

Anot her fea ture to be no t ed , is that on the 
1st printi ng an identical shee t number was 
located on t he left and right margins , 
bu t strange to relate the 2nd printing 
(Dark shade) carried t wo entirely differ ent 
numbers on t he margi ns . I t is hard to find 
a reason for these numbers without any 
relation to each ot h er o n the same sheet, 
could i t be for security reasons ? 

The 12p Mul t i col o ur provided some ni ce 
colour sh i fts - more anon. 
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SET 100C 

ADDITIONS 1974 (October 9) CENTENARY OF THE 
U. P. U. 

SET 96C UNMTD . USED 

1974 (May 25) EUROPA 

C190 
C191 

SET 97C 

5p 
7p 

(F . D.C . 50p) 

SET 96C 

12p 
20p 

30p 

12p 
20p 

30p 

1974 (June 24) BI - CENTENARv OF THE 
DEATH OF OLI VER GOLDSMITH 

C192 
C193 

SET 98C 

3!p 
12p 

(F . D. C. 4 5p) 

7p 
24p 

SET 97C 30p 

1974 (August 19) CONTEMPORARY 
IRISH ART 

C194 5p 10p 

(F . D.C . 20p) 

SET 99C 

7p 
24p 

30p 

10p 

1974 (September 9) CENTENARY OF 
IRISH RUGBY FOOTBALL UN I ON 

C195 
C196 

3!p 
12p 

( F • D. C • 4 5p ) 

7p 
24p 

6p 
24p 

C197 
C198 

SET 101 C 

5p 
7p 

(F . D. C. 35p) 

10p 
15p 

SET 100C 25p 

1974 (November 14) CHRISTMAS 

C199 
C200 

SET 102 C 

5p 
15p 

(F . D. C. 50p) 

SET 101C 

10p 
30p 

40p 

1975 (March 24) INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN ' S YE AR 

C201 
C202 

SET 103C 

Bp 
15p 

(F . D. C. 55p) 

SET 102C 

1975 (April 28) EUROPA 

C203 
C2 04 

7p 
9p 

(F . D. C. 45p) 

SET 103C 

16p 
30p 

45p 

14p 
1 Bp 

31p 

10p 
15p 

25p 

10p 
30p 

40p 

16p 
30p 

45p 

14p 
18p 

31p 

SET 99C 30p 30p 0 Copyrig ht David Fe l dman Ltd. 

••~n ~are Jastage ~tamp ,IDeuler~ an~ Jltilatelic llJubiislterB 
102 LEINSTE R ROAD. DU BLIN 6 , IRELAND 
TELEPHON E : DUBLIN 97 7449 CA B L ES : 'FELDSTAMPS' DUBUN 


