
In the 1830's permission was given to certain business 
offires to use a "Post Pi3.id" handstanp m their corres­
pondenre. Here is an exanple of the late use of this 
pri vilic:e. It can be assurred that a guest in the Royal 
Victoria Hotel Cork handed the letter and me penny to 
the clerk in the reception who applied the "Post Paid" 
handstanp. later the letter was transferred to the 
Cork Post Off ice Y.here the ld :Eed Stars was affixed and 
cancelled by the Cork Duplex of 25th February 1862. 



EDITORIAL 

srAMPA '75 

@ Copyright 
David Feldman Ltd . 

With this issue we herald Stanpa '75 - this will be the fourth year of 
the Irish Natiooal Stewp EIDibitirn. The classes for the conpehltive 
e><hibi ts has been increased this year and the :response by collectors 
has been particularily enoouraging. 

The jmior collectors are also very well catered for, and this aspect 
receives the attention so richly reserved. 'lhe Jtniors of today are 
the Philatelists of taoc>rraw, we cannot do enouah for these Boys and 
Girls. 

So rrany schools have their own philatelic clubs. It is a great pity 
an association of such schools could not be oovelc:ped and Inter Club 
ccnpetitions arranged. It is the carrpetitive spirit plus the givin9 
of displays and talks that are the real joy of Starrp Collecting. 

Perhaps the caring season will see sorre oovelc:prrent in this direction . 

~ at "102 Ieinster Road" are always prepared to give any assistance 
and advice to those interested and v.ho are prepared to mrertake the 
formative duties. 

Since our last issra the Ceneral Post Office have opened thei r new 
Philatelic Section at the Arcade, Henry Street, Dtblin 1 . ~ wish 
to crngratulate the IBpartnent on this advance in their philatelic 
policy and sincerely trust all visiting and local collectors will 
make full use of the facilities offered there. 

D.F. 
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THE GENERAL POST OFFICE, DUBLIN 
1837 

GENERAL POST OFFICE DUBLIN 

Every city or town in the world has· a prominent Buildi ng, be it of 

Architectural or Historical inter est , which is cons idered by the towns -

peopl e to be its l andmark or meeting place . Thi s buildi ng is usual l y 

located in or near the centre of the city , the hub of the wheel, as it 

were . In Dubl i n there is such a building , a nd that is the General 

Post Office . Here is an el egant description of the G.P .O . Dublin. 

" This fine buj l rl jng ste nds on t'ie w1~st s ide Lf O' Co nndll Street 

(form1~r l y Sack\l.i. l ~.e St1·eet) . It i s 223 feet in front , 150 fe9t i'I 

dept h, arc i~~ . ree s tori. e~; or 50 f c3e t i n hPight to ttrn top oft.he 

r~or 11.i ce . ~r. f r orit. i.L is 3 mos t :lmpos ing st.ructur e , wit h a grand 

portico 8 f Ret wirle , of six r1utRd pillars of Ionic order 4~ feat 
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in diameter. TrR frieze o f the entablatur e is highly enric~ed, ~nd 

in the tympanum of th e p~d.i rne nt wes the Royal Arms (This insigni3 

was removed shortly after 1922, however traces o f 1ts l ocation 

can be seen today). The pediment is s11rmounted by three statues 

representing Hiberina r est ing on her spAar a nd hol din£ her Shield. 

M8=cur y with hjs caduceus and purse on the right, and Fi del i ty , 

with her fingc~ on her lips, and a key in hsr hend on the left . 

A handsome balustrHd8 s urmoun ts thR cornica gi vi ,g an elegant finish 

to the whole. With t he exception of the portico whi ch is of Portland 

stone, the whole is of mountain granite". 

The Building is based on a design of Francis Johnson. The fo undation 

stone was laid by His Excel lency Earl Whitworth on the 12 th August 181 5 

and was completed for about £50, 000 . A fi ne bust of t he ear l stood over 

the chimney piece of the Board Room until its destructio n by fi re in 1916. 

I t took zpprl1xi'Tiatt=ly threa years tc bui ld thP. General Post Office 

which rip~neri for business .Ln the year 1E18 . 

Wrile most peopl e rn~y have a slight knm:iledg8 of the history of the prase'.lt 

dAy G. P. O. not many are awar e of t~e locations of the Rarlier Ge neral Pos t 

Offic cJs . 

lhe first 1rish Post Office tu as situ3tF!d .in High Strrrnt , Duplin . fir~;t 

reference to Dubl i n ' s Ceneral Post Office is found in a docu~ent rlated 1688 , 

when it . descr ib ed as a timb er ho use i n High S ~reet , with lar~e back premi~as 

·in Back Lar•E, cal l ed the Pos t Ho u.::;e . Aut as the year s passed , ar.d tht= 

business increa!3ed , these buildings were i rnmense.1 y in•proved . I n the 
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y8ar 17!l0, :oi l sgal :::!L1c 11ment gives a dsscripb on of thH extent of th e t:>uilding 

as follows : -

"it was a slated tenement com~only known by the name nf the olrl Post 

Office, situated in High Street, extending in front 30 feet , with 

y~rds aL the back , A premises and building in Back Lane , also two 

tenements, stahles and coach Hnusss , fi2 feet boundsd on the east pa r t 

of Mr. Reilly ' s ho l dings, and partly to the stables a n d coach ho u ses 

of Mr. Callaghans , also portion of the ground belonging to Mr . Curtis 

and Mr Donovan , and all that hou~e and tenement wherein M~. Kilb urne 

for:rnerly dwelt, containing 81 rooms .in Kilburnes Alley, between High 

Street, a~d 8Hc k l_ane, a nd also thRt ~ause formerly h8ld hy Mr. William 

\.Jis3, t.he back house of the "Rose and Crown" .in High Str:::iet" . 

But on13 ·m:st :-ernemher the .:..mportanCE' of this loc8lity in these days. High 

Strt=rnt was th2r:i t 'le GeT':re of the business Houses in Dublin . The General 

Post Officr:: in High Str·3et mL•si'. he1vE! henn an important buil ding , tJ.1hen j t had 

a fro ntagt• of 62 Fe.it ;:ind used 81 I' Ollrt b in the building . This f:iF?erns to 

:;how tha': Post. Office busine~;s ll' as big '::usiness e·Jen in those days ! 

Fi·om ~hgh Street, P·!3 [;_P . O. was transferred to ~- i sharrli l e Sl:r ef)t , sometime 

in t!1e yGa:: 1680 cind anothe1 move to Sycai10re /\Jley in 1709 where it 

rem8ined u nti l 175'.J . 1t thr~ n moved to rGuiri es Cu11r.t. . 

loc.at.ior trat the Cummer i.cal 8 u.ildings were LJtFir e recter:!. lhi!, also 

:311r;9est!: the ::-ea~;r1n u1'l:,: th2 Conmerci.al 9uildi ngs uiere a Recei11ing House • 

. ~ " Toum Recr)iver " ~ox stood in t.he ina t;-i ontrance Hall of tht: Commercial 

euildings until its deinolitinn .i n 1973). 
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A new office lli as completed in 1773 in College GrAe n on the sits now 

occupied by the Nati onal Bank. Il was here t~at the Genaral Penny Pust Offico 

was est ablished in the sa~e yeRr 1773 , 3nd locRt ~ d in tne yar j of Lhe C. P. O. 

Col l eg R Green. Mr . John vlalcot WC\S the first Compt r oll er and was appointed 

to that po ~, t. in 1773. HE continued i n that office ur1 til 1775, when he 

was succe8ded by Mr. John Lees . The Famjly of Lee s had for manvy aar s 

t een connected wit~ the Post OfficE in Ireland, holding such posts as 

se~retqr y to the Post M~ster General, and Clerks of the RoHds . It i s J I 

in':erest to note ttrat the house nex1·. door to the:' G. P.O. was the "5ecret::ff'/': 

House". 

The G. P.O . \fa s si tuated in College ::::ree n 1mti 1 morg commodius premise::; were 

available in the new building i , Sackv\lle Street. (O' Connell 5tr~et ) 

wh e r e we know the G.P .O. ~as JocAted from the year 181 8 . 
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Referring back to the good old days whsn the G.P.O. was situated in 

High :1treet, the following ext.r<1ct. frnm the DUBLHi GAZETTE dcted 27th 

June 1730 mBkes interesting reading -

1-lEadEid: GrnlERAL LETTER OFF"1 CE DLJGLI N 

"Notwithstanding the several directions by me given to the Deputy 

Postmustsrs of this Kingdom, not tJ receive j nto their offices any 

letter3 Lo be sent. by post, wherein any f'l'oney, JeuJe~_s, or Rings 

were enclosed, and thn.t to prevent such prRctices, several advertisefflents 

have been issued, ~hich have not had ths desired effect. I having 

had of late several complaints, that the money sent in such manrer 

(contrary to my directions) have been lost. To prevent such practices 

for t.~e fcture, I do hereby charge, and require sever<1l Postmasters 

of this Kingdom, to use their utwost care and diligence in observing 

that no le~tqr or l etter s wher8in any Money, Jswels or Rings are 

enclosed, be forwar1ed hy post, but if found in the ir o ffices~ they 

do imriedi ately rt~turn thl~ same to t.he (lwne:: , or Owners , and in case 

any of the Deputy Post Masters, or Post Mistresses sh~ll permit or 

scffer any s~c~ letters to be forwarded, (contrary to this my direc~ion) 

such person or persons of fending, shall not only be di scharged frcm their 

offence, but Prosecuted f or t he same with the utmost rigour, as a breach 

of their duty. 

dated this 2Dth Day of June 1730 

Issac Manley. 

WA ju~p a span of approx. 90 ye2rs anrl survey ths services of that time 

througt-. an extract from "'"11 LSOf\IS DUBL I r~ DI RECTOR'(" 1821. 
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"So secure and expeditious is the dAspatch an ~ delivery cf letters 

by this offi ~e, that two par s ons residing ir the most distant 

parts of the city from each ot~er, may, tetween seven o'~lo~k in 

the morning, and eight o 'clock in the evening, write four letters 

<-1rd recEive th .. ·ee answers in the day, :=ind the answer to t hu foJrth by 

nine next morning, for the trifling expense of One Penny n.., ea~h" . 

At this time the GenerCJl ~enny Post Office was c.prffating from the 

G.P.O. in Sackville Street , Du bl in. 

BILL KANE 

-LEITERS TO THE EDITOR 

Ed Sull ivan of Skokie , Illinois, U.S . A. w=i tes 3S follows: 

Marks oc Dublin and Country. 

~Jhi l e remounting my Dublin Bishop:narks after the "Westpex 75" ShoUJ in 
San Francisco, I made what I believe is an important find in the 3tudy 
of Dublin 81shopmarks. 

At first I saw what app9ared to be ink smudges, but on close~ ex~mina tio, 

they turned out to be early Dubli n nama stamp s (Ref: Ro~son Lowe 1531). 
The first on.3 DUBLIN was in use between 1720-BJ and was impressed partiall y 
over a London Bishopmark . 

The seco,d one CN.TRY (Ref : R. L. 1536) was impressed under the Dub l in 
mark. This mark was in use between 1721-41 but no~ this period is 
extended, because this cover was dated May 18th, 1762. 

The "co: .. ntry" was str uck 01 a covar sent from the Bishop of Mea th to the 
Earl of Landerdale in Edinjurgh . 

Can an1o~e add co ~he aboJa ? 
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-LEITERS TO THE EDITOR 

"DALKEY" SPOON 

Mr . Bernard Smith of Woodford Green has kindly sent us some data 
relative t his scarce Irish spo on. 

DALKEY "457" 

Type E. Sei: tember 17th and 18th 1856 Coce M. 

Type I. April 25th and 30th 1857 Code M and 
unreadable. 

Type I. June 29th 1857 Code M. 

Details relative the Irish type is always welcome and WE thank 
Mr . Smith for this information . 

D 
DEC 4 
I~ 4 I 

Brian Wallas of Sussex sends us an interesting tracing from an 
1841 cover from Ballyclare Co. Antrim and addressed to New York , U. S. A. 

The cover carries the f ollowing markings: 

Belfast C. D. S. for 2nd December. 
Dublin Square Datestamp for the 3rd December and a strange octagonal 
for the 4th December whic~ is l arger in size than the Liverpool 
octagonal (Wi llcocks 719 rig . 386) which up to now has only been seen 
with the letter "L" at top. 

Can anyone throw any light on this handstamp , was it applied at 
Li.verpool or London? The Letter " D" as in the tracing is genuine 
i.e. not a malformed " L" . 
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LETlfRS TO fHE EDTTOR 

Mr. M. Cowan op Bromley, Kent sent us this inberesting "Tit-Bitn 

THE INSIDE STORY 

Almost all the entires that come our way relate to ~usiness matters and 
are thus op little o= no interest. Ho~ever one that I have recently 
acquired is oP interest in two respects, the Postal History an~ the 
contents. 

It is dated 17 February 1814 and bears the rare Penny Post stamp oP the 
Chief Office W 912. 

It was sent from Grafton Streat to Westmoreland Street, Dublin addressed 
to Miss Fanny Dennett and reads as follows:-

My dearest Fanny, 

Enraptured by your appearance last night in the character of 
Columbine, I am no longer able to refrain Pro~ imparting to you 
my burning and ardent love. Forgive if possible this abrupt 
and perhaps impertinent (as you may think) conQession of my flame. 
Al loui .11e to cherish that lo·Je Fa= you 1uhich pec-ha·pa by this letter 
you may fo:ever disdain and permit me to thro~ myself at your feet 
and beg forgiveness for my presumption in thus addressing the 
fairest object of my heart. 

T.R. 

The ~·rant o"' the entire is endorsed "Are you cross with me, my dea::- Fanny ?'' 

The Freeman's Journal of 19th, 11th and 12th February 1814 carries an 
advertisement for the Theatre Royal showing of "New :omic Pantomime, The 
°,\/hite Cat or Harlequin in a fai.ry wood". Arn1r1g the cast listed is "Princess 
Zenobia (a-Cterw::irds Columbine) Miss Dennett. 

I am indebted to the staff of the Ce~tral Public Library, Dublin, for their 
kind co-operation and help. 

STAMPA - 75 

M. Cowan, 
Bromley, Kent. 

WILL BE HELD IN THE 
GRESHAM HOI'EL, UPPER o 'CONNE:,L STREEIT, DUBLIN 1 
ON NOVEMBER 13th - 16th, 1975 (inclusive) 
v.e will be delighted to rreet old friends and ITBke new 
acquaintanres at our stand. 
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Mr . K. G. Rushworth of Kent sends us this photocopy of a cover he 
recently acquired with a fine used co py of the 1912 "Patriots 
maintain the Union" clearly cancelled at Folkestone on t he 18th Jul y 
1912. While many exist dated in 1914, used after the Parli amentary 
passing of the Home Rul e Bill f or Ireland; it would be mo st interesting 
to know how ma ny covers such as the one illustrated exist . 

BILL KANE 

He.ce is an extremely rare cancellatim Dublin Duplex, 
Type 2, in ure from 15th April to 7th August 185 7. So 
far I have only seen code 1. '!he distinguishing features 
to 'Watch for are the four lines vhich fonn the left hand 
side of the nureral diarrond vhich take the shape of the 
circle. Vhile there is an arc to the left of the date, 
there is only a tiny line to the right below the above 
rrentioned four lines of the diarrond. 
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VARIETIES 
by HIBERNI CUS 

Europa - 28th April 1975 

7p value 

C203A 
C2038 

9p value 

C204A 

203A 

2038 

R4/4 
RB/6 

R10/4 

" Cl oud" 
"Foot ball" 

"Arm Band" 

t 

--->-- ,, 

.J\r~~B~~ 

Top RH corner 
Centre of stamp 

On the left arm of the 
rider at right side of 
the stamp . 

204A 

Readers may be interes t ed to see the entire pi ct ure from which 
the design for the stamp was extracted. The wording under the 
picture is "A group with To m Connolly and his Friends hunting" 
by the 18th century Ir i sh artist, Robert Heal y. 

1 'l. 



1west:pex 
'7S 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Miss WESTPEX '75, 6-year-old Tara Pope, preparu to cut the ribbo~ 
held by Fred Wolfe (L), director, and Cyrus R. Thompson (R), 
WESTPEX general chairman, to officially open the 16th annual West 
Coast show, while other dignitaries look on. 

We must of fer our since~e con~ratulations to th e following collectors 
who won awar ds at "Westpex 75" with their Irish coll ections. 

GOLD MEDALS 

John A. Keough 
James J. Brady 

VERMEIL 

V.A. Linnell 
W. J. Murp'l y 

SIL VER 

J . E. Foley 
P. A. Pope 

BRONZE 

G. F. Lohman 
W. Kane 
R. A. Sullivan 

M. B. Phelar1 

SPECI A!.. AWARDS 

Voice oc Ireland - Flight Covers 
I rish Reve nue Stamps 1774-1974 

Essays , Forerunn3rs and overprints 
Airmail History of Ireland 1924-74 

Ireland, Th~ Dollard overprint issues 
Stamps of Great Britain used in Ireland 
18/~0-1922 

I:reland - Postal History 1672-1922 
Ireland - Registered ~ost 
Hig'l valu= Overprints anj the Overprint 
coils 

Irish overprints 1922-35 

American Air Mail Society Medallio~ - Best Air Mail 
J. A. Keough Voice of Ireland 
~aterford Award Reserve Award for Best Ireland 
J. J . Brady Irish Revenue Stamps 
Aer Lingus Aw ard Best Irish 
V. A. Linnell - Ireland, Essays, For erunners and Ov9rprints. 
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~ are all deli<j1ted to :report with this editim, the :rrarriase of 
our Director Richard J. Stein to Rina Pope. 'Ihe wedding tock place 
in Natanya, Israel en August -19th, 1975. '!he cererroney was i:erfomed 
in the open air at 7.'XJ p.rn. It was just before dusk, there was a 
beautiful smset,, which created an mbelievable atrrosphere. 

Rina is 24 years of ag= and is a qualified nurse. She has just 
conpleted a conprehensi ve course in intensi '\le care. So please, 
Rina, lock after Richard for us • 

w= all wish Richard and Rina our heartiest congratulations and 
every happiness for the future. 
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PRICES REALISED 

IRELAND AT THE AOCTIONS 

Cbre again there seerrs to be no slackening of ci=m3!ld for better naterial. 
'Ihe prires paid for gocCi pieres at the Rd:>san ~ Victoria sale (May 14) 
~re phenorrenal by any standards and I was staggered to see an Irish 
Maltese Cross in green fetch £1,60C. 'Ihe next day's sale (Ireland 15 
May) was perhaps a little nore sober, the bidding being ewnly spread 
without so much spectacular conpetitim. But ene thing was nade clear 
the ordinary issres are in steady ci=m3!ld while the musual i tens attract 
the real interest. Postal History, rebellien naterial, airnails, 
booklets, rewnres, and railways all sold well and perhaps the nost 
out-of-the~ay i tern was the "M:>lliscn" cover and single, which ma.de over 
three tirres the estinate. 

14 May 

lot 

204 1841 ld en cover of 1844 from Glenarrn 
with conplete naltese cross in full 

Est. 

green £250 

333 1841 ld en piere AL canrelled "186" in 
red, curved "REGISTERED" almgside, also 
in red. £125 

334 1841 ld en piere canrelled with the Dt.Dlin 
dianond duplex in qreen £ 15 

371 1854 ld die 1 SC16 on piere ju:;t tied 
by Killucan eds in red 

15 May 

£50 

516 1805 E .L. to Malta shc:Ming the very rare 
"roST PAID/IRISH/BRITISH" of Belfast, verv 
fine in red £120 

566 An exreptional collection of Victorian 
Pesta! Stationery 142 itens £150 

15 

!€al. 

£1,600 

£280 

£80 

£140 

£140 

£165 



568 1851 E. to Rone with a supe:rb strip of 
se~ 1841 2d blre, cancelled with blre 
"la>" of Cashel f175 

664 1922 D:>llard %d ow:r:print inwrted, fine 
mint roarginal block of four £200 

777 19 35 2d Perf 15' x irrperf, fine used 
m piece 

814 19 32 mofficial "lt>llison" 1/- blre, 
a mint sjn gle and another used m 
cowr 

822 1929 1/6 brawn telecrraph fonn, fine 
mured 

MAILING LIST SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 

Please send me the OF Newsletter as published till end of year 197 .... 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION: (including postage) 

(till end following yearl British Isles - £1.25 
Europe - £1 .75 
Overseas 

(air) £3.00 
(surface) £1.75 

Mr. 

£ 90 

£60 

£45 

D. Mac D. 

£420 

£320 

£130 

£190 

£55 

NAME: M~. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~ 

Miss (BLOCK LET TERS PLEASE> 

FULL POSTAL ADDRESS 

USUAL SIGNATURE ~~~~~~~~~~~~-DATE~~~~~~~~-

0 Copyright 1975 David Feldman Ltd. 
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