


*SALE!* 

Our first Winter Sale commences on 
FEBRUARY 13 

at 10 a.m. 
BARGAINS GALORE! 

Many items reduced to a 
FRACTION OF THEIR NORMAL PRICE 

TO CLEAR! 

Includes: Commonwealth, Foreign, Covers, Albums, Accessories, 
, Selected Irish regular and specialised material. 

10% · 25% DISCOUNT OFF MOST 
OTHER STOCK! 

Including Lindner Albums and Accessories, mint, used, and FDC 
of Ireland, postal history etc. 

*PERSONAL SHOPPERS ONLY* 
SALE FINISHES FEBRUARY 24 

HOURS: 9.15a.m. (10a.m. 1stday) - 1 p.m.; 
2.15 p.m. - 5 p.m. (8 p.m. on Fridays). 

~ MacDonnell Whyte Limited (I 
102 Leinster Road, Dublin 6, Ireland. 

Telephone: 01 -977449. Cables: 'Overprint', Dublin. 
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EDITORIAL 

As reported elsewhere in this edition the 
postal services of the Department of Posts and 
Telegraphs have been taken over by An Post, 
a semi-State company. We welcome this move 
as we hope that it will produce a more efficient, 
profitable and less expensive service than here­
tofore. We base our optimism on the British 
experience where the results of running the 
postal service as a business have produced 
healthy profits, practically unchanged postal 
rates for a number of years, and an ever­
increasing range of useful services for the postal 
consumer. 

What the effects of change will be for the 
philatelic customers of the Post Office remain 
to be seen. A more business-like attitude to 
philatelic sales will most certainly emerge. 
However it is to be hoped that there will be 
some restraint with regard to number and 
cost price of new issues. In an effort to increase 
revenue there is always the temptation to 
increase the number of special stamps issued. 
As we have pointed out before this can, in the 
lo ng run, have the opposite effect. 

A suggestion we wo uld make to the phila­
te lic section of An Post is to increase the 
variety of the philatelic products they sell 
rather than the numbers of special stamps. This 
has been done very successfully by other 
administrations, particularly the British Post 
Office and Australia Post. 

By variety of products we mean booklets, 
coils, commemorative stationery, presentation 
packs, special postcards (similar to 'PH Q' 
cards). Many subjects commemorated in recent 
years by the issue of special stamps did not 
merit such an important honour, but could 
instead have been marked b y a special stamp 
booklet or a commemorative air-Jetter or en­
velope. Equally there are many subjects that 
were not commemorated by special stamps that 
would have merited the issue of some other 
philatelic souvenir. 

Printed by Reprint Ltd. Typeset by Fingerprint 
Copyright MacDonnell Whyte Ltd. 1984 

Subscription Rates: (per 4 issues post paid) 
Ireland & Britain: IR£4.30 (UK£3.50) 
Elsewhere (surface mail): IR£4.90 (US$5. 70) 
Elsewhere (airmail): IR£5.90 (US$6.90) 

We have increasingly found in t he past two 
years that Irish collectors have become jaded 
with the offerings of the Irish Post Office. 
F irst day covers have become the first victim 
of the Post Office's spate of new issues, as their 
sales figures will reveal. Even the 'hot shots' of 
the past few years - plate blocks and gutter 
pairs - are on the wane due to the ever-increas­
ing face values of the sets released. 

The stamp booklet produced last year - the 
first in six years - provoked a good response. 
A series of six pictorial cover booklets a year 
would not be excessive, and would be useful 
for the non-philatelic consumer as well. 

Our postal stationery is virtually unchanged 
in design since the first issues of 1924. Com­
memorative envelopes, postcards, and aero­
gram mes could stimulate a new collecting 
interest as they have done in the U.S.A. and 
Australia. These items would also be good 
sellers to tourists and could be used to promote 
Ireland abroad. 

Presentation Packs for special issues - in 
addition to those currently issued for defin­
itives and the popular Year Packs - could also 
bring in ex tra revenue and create a new collect­
ing interest. 

By diversification, An Post should be able 
to offer the collector a more attractive range of 
products without increasing the number or 
face value of the basic stamps and thus preserve 
its reputation as a conservative administration 
in the eyes of philatelists. 

IAN W. WHYTE/Editor 
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BOOK REVIEW, 32. LETTERS, 33. RECENT 
RELEASES, 35. 
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~post 
An Post 
The Post Office 

In 1834 Ireland's First Railway the Dublin and Kingstown opened fo r business. In celebration 
of this event the Irish Post Office will, on the 30th January, issue four stamps as shown here, 
and a miniature sheet. The miniature sheet will feature the block of four stamps flanked on the 
right by two other locomotives in oval-shaped forms. The number of sheets produced will 
not exceed 300,000. A pictorial first day cover will also be issued which must be ordered before 
the day of issue. The stamps will be issued in four denominations; 23p, 26p, 29p, 44p. 

26 EIRE 

l>11Ulinu,11r/A.111(/'\/111111Rallu-ay 

29 EIRE 

(it'f'lll Sm11wrn Natl1t'f'llJfn·lrtnlf 

To: The Controller, Philatelic Bureau, General Post Office, Dublin 1, Ireland. 
150 years of Irish Railways: Please supply the following items. 

Quantity 

.Mint sets at I R£1 .22 

. Mini sheet at I R£1.22 

.F.D.C. with set at IR£1.36 

.F.D.C. with Mini sheet 

at IR£1 .36 

Postage (no coins please) 

Orders under I R£50 26p 

Orders of IR£50 and over 96p 

(Registered) 

IR£ p 

Name . 

Address 

Total remittance IR£ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I enclose cheque/P.O. 



NEWS BEAT 
NEW POST AL AND 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
BOARDS TAKE OVER 

On January I two new State-sponsored 
companies took over from the Department 
of Posts and Telegraphs the operation of the 
postal and telecommunications services. 

The company operating the postal services 
is called "An Post" (translates as "The Post") 
or "The Post Office". The insignia of the com­
pany is derived from a combination of the 
·wary Jines' part of a machine cancellation and 
classic Gaelic uncial lettering for the word 
'Post'. 

The symbol and namestyle of An Post was 
originally the work of National College of 
Art and Design student Della Varrelly and has 
been developed and co-ordinated with the new 
colour scheme by O'Connor O'Sullivan Limited, 
the Dublin advertising agency appointed by 
the Board to carry out this work. 

The insignia will eventually appear on all 
post offices, postal vehicles, stationery, and on 
postboxes. No doubt it will also appear on 
P.O. first day covers, and perhaps on a stamp to 
mark the inauguration of An Post. Although 
no issue has been announced to commemorate 
the inauguration it is not unlikely that one of 
the stamps scheduled for the 250th anniversary 
of the Irish Post Office may be devoted to the 
new organisation. 

It is not known as yet what An Post's 
arrangements will be regarding philately. 
Presumably an even more aggressive marketing 
of Irish stamps with a view to increasing 
revenue will be the main aim. Hopefully this 
will be allied to the development of the hobby 
by investing in exhibitions, societies, and a 
museum. 

Already there is talk in Dublin philatelic 
circles of an improvement in the services 
offered by the Philatelic Section. rt is believed 
that An Post will follow the example of the 
British P.O., who recently inaugurated a special­
ist new issue service. This entails the supply of 
whatever the customer requests, be it plate 
blocks, gutter pairs, positional blocks with 
varieties, etc. 
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Penny Post slogan cancel used on January 3. 

AN POST - PENNY POST DAY 
1984 

At a ceremony held in the G.P.O., Dublin 
on Saturday, December 31 st, the Minister for 
Posts and Telegraphs, Jim Mitchell T.D. handed 
over the key to the main public door of the 
building to Mr Fergal Quinn, Chairman of An 
Post , to mark the occasion of the transfer of 
the Post Office to the qew Semi-State body. 
The Minister was presented with a Dublin made 
silver spoon 200 years old and he also posted a 
letter to the Director-General of the Universal 
Postal Union in Berne. To the amusem ent of 
the general public, the Post Office Workers' 
Union band played "Auld Lang Syne" from the 
balcony of the G.P.O. and led by Fergal Quinn 
the assembled dignatories linked arms and 
danced near the statue of Cuchulainn to cele­
brate the change. 

(Continued p. 7) 

Mr Jim Mitchell T.D., Minister for Posts and 
Telegraphs presents the key of the G.P.O. to 

Mr Feargal Quinn, Chairman of An Post. 



BUYING IRELAND 
BUYING PRICES IN 

POUNDS STERLING. SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS. 

EXHIBITION BOOKLETS 1976USA15p111 ......... . £5.oo 
1977 Cork . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £30.00 1978 Flowers 1 Op 1 1 1 11 . . . . . . . £3.50 
1978 Cork ............... £15.00 1978 Annivs 1 Op 11112 ...... .. £2.50 
1979 Cork .............. . . £4.00 1981 Xmas 18p 111122 ........ £3.00 
1979 Limerick ... .......... £1.50 1981 Xmas 22p 111122 .... .. •. £3.50 
1980 Cork .............. , . £4.00 1981 Land Law 18p 1111 ....... £2.00 
1980 Limerick .. .. .. . ...... £1.50 1981 Land Law 18p 2111 .. . .... £0.60 
1981 Mid-Western .. ......... £1.50 1982 Killarney 36p 2111 ... . ... £2.50 
1981 Waterford ............. £1.50 1982 Fish 22p2111" ......... £2.50 

1981 Sligo· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · £l.50 1980 WILDLIFE - BICKLE 
1981 Galway .............. £1 .50 
1982 Dundalk ............. £1 .50 12p 11111 ............... £6.00 

LITHO PRINTINGS: PLATE 15P 12111 · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · £1.00 
16p 11111 .............. £15.00 

BLOCKS 25p11111 ............... £3.oo 

18p 1A lmperf · · · · · · · · · · · · · £l.5o DEFINITIVES - UNMOUNTED 
18p 1 A Perf ............... £0.70 
18p 10 lmpert ..........•.. £1.50 MINT 
18p 1 B Perf ....... .. ...... £0.70 SG Nos. 
18p 1A lmperf (White) ........ £6.00 24 1922. 4d carmine ......• £20.00 
18p 1 B lmperf (White) ........ £6.00 80 1922 9d 'SE' wmk ...... £12.00 
19p 1 A . . . . . . . . . . .... · · · £0. 70 72a 1934 1 d coil single perf . . . £50.00 
19p lB · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · £0.70 72c 1934 1dcoil . ...... . . . £12.00 
22p 1 A · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · £3.50 102 1937 2/6 St. Patrick ..... £35.00 
22p 1 B · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · £3 •50 103 1937 5/- St. Patrick ...... £40.00 
22p 2A · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · £0.9o 104 1937 10/- St. Patrick ...•. £28.00 
22p 2B .............. .. .. £0.80 112a 1940 . 

1 d coil pl 4 .....•.. £9.00 
COMMEMORATIVE 112b 1946 1d coil p15 ........ £s.oo 
CYLINDER BLOCKS 124a 1968 5/-White ..•.. • .... £2.50 
19757pPlunkett(6)1to7 ... £2.00each 125 1940 10/-cream .•...... £18.00 
1975 15p Plunkett (6) 1 to 7 .. £8.00 each 142a 1940 8d Airmail .....•.. • £0.75 
1976Larkin11pl .... . ...... £8.00 143a 1940 113Airmail ........ £1.00 
1976USA9p211 ........... £2.00 259 1968 1/9Stag ......... . £0AO 
1976USA9p212 .......... £20.00 260 1968 2/60x .... ....... £0.75 

WE ALSO WANT TO BUY POSTAL HISTORY, MOST OTHER OVERPRINTS 
(ESPECIALLY ON COVER AND IN LARGE MULTIPLES), BOOKLET PANES, 
ESSAYS, BULKSTOCKS- IN FACT ANYTHING IN IRELAND EXCEPT 
Kl LOWA RE. GOOD POSTCARDS ALSO WANTED. 

SELLING IRELAND: OUR NEW COMPREHENSIVE PRICE LIST OF 
IRELAND (1984 EDITION) IS NOW AVAILABLE FREE 

ON REQUEST 

ROYALE STAMP COMPANY 
41 BEDFORD STREET, STRAND, LONDON WC2E 9HA 

Telephone: 01·8366122 ANSWERING SERVICE 01-836 6122 
Members of P.T.S., A.S.O.A., B.P.F., N.V.P.H., A.P.H.V., S.C.P.C. 

Telex no. 262284/2655. 
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Mr Mitchell posts a letter in the GPO after 
handing the building over to An Post. 

Details of the Penny Post to be operated the 
following Tuesday 3rd January were also an­
nounced. Over two hundred years ago, letters 
were being delivered within Dublin for one 
penny. The penny post was extended through­
ou t the country in the last century. In 1784 an 
Act of Grattan's Parliament, which confirmed 
the penny post, established an independent 
Post Office in Ireland. The penny post, there­
fore, also celebrated the 200th anniversary of 
the Irish Post Office. For the one day all hand­
addressed letters and cards were delivered 
within the Republic of Ireland for lp. Bulk 
postings were not accepted. This was to elimin­
ate as far as possible commercial mail. During 
December all post offices had been instructed 
to order five times their average combined daily 
sale of 22p and 26p stamps to meet the expect­
ed demand. Most offices did brisk business with 
queues in the G.P.O. in Dublin from 8 a.m. 
While no special hand cancelling facilities were 
available a special machine slogan die "Penny 
Post Day 1984" was used on the 3rd January in 
Dublin, Cork, Cavan, Donegal, Dundalk , 
Galway, Limerick and Waterford. A further 
slogan highlighting the new logo of An Post will 
be used during the remainder of the month of 
January at the same offices. 

RAILWAY MINIATURE SHEET 

A most attractive set of 4 stamps marking 
150 years of Irish Railways is to be issued on 
January 30 next. It comprises a 23p showing 
the Dublin Kingstown Railway's locomotive 
"Princess", built in 1841 , a 26p with Great 
Southern Railways' engine "Macha'', built in 
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1939, a 29p showing Great Northern Railway 
(lreland)'s "Kestrel" locomotive, built in 1932, 
and a 44p showing Coras Iompair Eireann's 
" Link-Hoffman Railcar" built in 1983 .. 

A miniature sheet, incorporating all fou r 
stamps, will also be issued. The sheet will 
include oval vignettes showing Coras lompair 
Eireann's 071 Class diesel locomotive and the 
famous Lartigue Monorail (Listowel - Bally­
bunion) of the early 1900's. 

Three hundred thousand miniature sheets 
will be printed and the printing quantities of 
the single stamps are: 23p, 29p, and 44p 
(500,000 each) 26p (2 million). The stamps will 
be printed in full colour by Irish Security 
Stamp Printing Ltd. 

Printers proof of the Railways miniature sheet. 

The designer of the stamps and miniature 
sheet is Charles Rycraft, who used technical 
drawings and photographs supplied by the 
Railway Preservation Society of Ireland. the 
I rish Railway Record Society, and C.l.E. The 
Post Office first day cover shows a full colour 
reproduction of a print "The first train comes 
to Mallow, Co. Cork 3 l st March 1849". The 
first day of issue cancel shows railway signals. 

STAMPEX 1984 

ST AMPEX, Britain's National Stamp Exhib­
ition, takes place on March 6 to 11 next at the 
Royal Horticultural Society's Halls in Grey· 
coat Street and Vincent Square, London S.W.1. 

Both the Irish Post Office and Macdonnell 
Whyte Ltd. will have stands at the exhibition. 
With over 200 stands and several hundred 
frames of exhibits it is well worth travelling to. 
Your travel agent will be pleased to advise on 
special package deals. 



1usto~ 
The trf~ 1 Pest Of flee 

~ Mairead Reynclds 
A fascinating account of the turbulent history of the Irish Post Office from the 
earliest times to 1922. This book will be invaluable as 'background material' for all 
Irish postal historians and philatelists. The chapter headings are: Early Irish Postal 
Services, Evan Vaughan and the Post Roads, The General Letter Office for Ireland, 
Isaac Manley, The Dublin Penny Post, Independence for the Irish Post Office, 
The Lees Family, The Franking System and its Abuse, Post Roads and Mail Coaches, 
The Mail Boat, Reform of the Irish Post Office, The 1840 Penny Black, William 
Mulready, Letter Boxes, Uniforms, Modernisation within the Irish Post Office, 
and Oifig an Phoist. 

The book is profusely and superbly illustrated by antique prints, line drawings 
and sketches, cartoons, picture postcards, maps, and photographs. No expense has 
been spared in its product ion and the library edition will make a handsome addition 
to any bookshelf. 

ISBN 0-9502619-7-1. Library Edition, casebound (hard cover with full colour 
dust-jacket). Price IR£7.95. 
ISBN 0-9502619-8-X. Laminated card cover in full colour. Price: IR.£4.50. 
Available from good hooksellers everywhere or direct from the publishers (Post & 
Packing IR£0 .75 extra, G.B. & Ireland; IR£1.50 elsewhere by surface mail ; IR£2.50 
airmail). 

MacDonnell Whyte Ltd. , 
102 Leinster Road, Dublin 6. Tel: 977449. 

8 



'O'DONOVAN & O'CURRY' 
PLATE NUMBERS 

In IRISH STAMP NEWS No. 14 we report­
ed the existence of plate numbers on this issue, 
which had not previously been recorded. Now 
fr. John Brennan of Co. Kilkenny has shown 
us marginal blocks which indicate that there 
were at least 3 plates of the 3d . 

Only part of the number is visible in each 
case but enough is discernible to distinguish 
them as 'l ', '2' and ' 3'. Fr. Brennan also has 
plate 'l' of the 1/3 as previously recorded. 
We illustrate here marginal pairs showing plates 
'2' and '3' of the 3d. 

-/ I'················-···· ...... . 
\ill< '''''" - ~I : ~,. 

~ .~ '-.. Jp -·· 3P 

1984 NEW ISSUE SCHEDULE 

Provisional dates have been announced fo r 
the special stamps to be issued by An Post 
during 1984. The "Ireland" series which, as 
reported elsewhere in this edition, featu res 
Irish Railways, will be released o n January 30. 

On March 1 this year's Fauna and Flora set, 
featuring trees, will be issued . The 200th Anni· 
versary of the founding of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in ireland, the 200th Anniversary of 
the establishment of the Irish Post Office, and 
the 150th Anniversary of the fo unding of 
St. Vincent's Hospital, Dublin, will be marked 
by special stamps on April 12. Europe/CEPT 
and the Second General Elections to the Euro­
pean Parliament are the subjects of stamp 
issues on May 10. 
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On June 21 the World Olympic Games will 
be commemorated by four stamps depicting 
Ireland's gold medal achievements. Another 
set for t he sports thematicist is that fo r the 
centenary of the Gaelic Athletic Association 
which will be released on August 23. 

Three anniversaries are marked by special 
stamps on September 24: The Centenary of the 
birth of John McCormack, the 1500th anniver­
sary of the birth of St. Brendan, and the 500th 
anniversary of the establishment of Galway as 
a Mayoral City. The Christmas stamps will be 
released on October 25. 

EXCHANGE CONT ACTS 

Entries under this column cost £2 each 
(maximum 40 words). Readers are advised to 
establish written contact first before sending 
stamps. IRISH STAMP NEWS is not respon­
sible for any consequences of any transaction 
entered into with advertisers: 
- 100 used commem. stamps of your country 

in exchange 100 equal q uality of Belgium, 
France, Switzerland, Spain, or Italy. Taghon 
G., Harelbekestraa t 5 , B900 Gent, Belgium. 

- Wish to exchange stamps on covers, maxi­
mum cards etc. Answer all letters. S. N. 
Milkus, P.O. Box 313, 270 OOO Odessa 
Centre, USSR. 

- Norwegian collector seeking contacts in 
Ireland. Please write to : Steinar Furuncs, 
Box 50, N-7570 Hell, Norway. 

F AXPOST - PUBLIC FACSIMILE 
SERVICE 

People in Dublin and Cork can now use the 
Post Office to send documents over telephone 
lines between the two cities and to over a hun­
dred centres in the United Kingdom. The ser­
vice was inaugurated on 28 November 1983. 
The new service is known as Faxpost. The 
Dublin Faxpost office is in St Andrew Street 
Post Office and the Cork o ne is in the General 
Post Office in Oliver Plunkett Street. Customers 
may hand in documents, line drawings, dia­
grams, etc. at a Fax post centre. A copy is then 
instantly transmitted electronically to the 
destination o ffice. There t he message may be 
collected by the addressee or it can be delivered 
by special messenger o r first class post, as the 
sender requires. Links with o ther countries are 
planned later in 1984. 

(Continued p. 11) 



S.G. 
PR3 

PR3 

PR7 

17-21 
101 
102/104 
111/112 

154/155 
180/181 

247/262 

287/301 

015/031 

MS1/MS4 
815 + 818 
*** 
*** 

*** 

480 

514 

"RAVEN STAMPS" 
Opening offers from stock 

Description 
Dollard proof in Red block of 16 backstamped Original proof 
Dollard 17 /2/22 . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . 
Dollard proof in Red irregular block of 14 backstamped original 
proof Dollard 17 /2/22 and initialled BJB, B. J. Brennan ..... 
Thom proof in black block of 10 backstamped original proof 
supplied by Thom to Dollard 17 /2/22 . .. . .. ......... . 
Dollard overprint High values lightly M/M . . . ............ . 
Waterlow high value overprint 10/- light M/M ..... ....... . 
1937 "SE" wmk. high values 2/6 - 10/- fine used .......... . 
Cpl. set definitives "E" wmk. in gutter pairs mounted on upper 
Stamp ...... . . . .... . ... . · . ...... .. .... .... . 
1953 An Tostal unmounted mint marginal blocks of 4 .... .... . 
1960 Refugee Year fine unmounted unfolded gutter blocks 
of 4 ...... . ..... . ....... ...... . ..... . 
1968 Sterling Gerl definitives cpl. set of gutter pairs in G.A. 
white, G.A. toned and P. V.A. toned less the rare 2d PVA a 
total of 26 gutter pairs . .. . . . ............. . .. . 
1971 /74 watermarked Gerl definitives cpl. set of gutter pairs 
showing PVA dull and PVA shiny .. . ..... . .... ... . . 
1971 /80 the 3 sets of postage dues used on cover on day of 
issue ... . . ... .... ..... ......... ...... . . . 
1972/83 the 4 m iniature sheets unmounted mint ... ..... ... . 
1974 booklet 50p Blue, 1977 booklet 50p olive .. . . ....... . . 
1976/81 Commemorative Year Packs one of each ........... . 
1981 litho printing 18p dog on brilliant white paper set of 4 
corner blocks from the B sheet ..... . .... . . .. . .. . 
1981 litho printing 18p dog on brilliant w hite paper in cpl. 
unfolded Gutter strip of 10 . . . . . . . . . . . .... . ... . 
1981 I it ho printing 22p dog top and bottom plate blocks 1 A 
and 1 B (4 blocks) .......... . ...... . . .. ..... . 
1982 Europa 26p in matched unfolded gutter strips of 5 showing 
perf. on margin and p erf bot h margins ..... .. .... ... . . 
Collection of 10 different Exhibition souvenirs 

RAVEN STAMPS r ~·~~~ 1 6 Bridge Street 
L~~ Cork, Ireland. 

Phone: 021-291546 and 500032 

~ --
Buy ii with .<\ct~J 
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Price 
IR£ 

195.00 

195.00 

175.00 
160.00 
350.00 
150.00 

325.00 
75.00 

17.00 

475.00 

70.00 

25.00 
19.50 
15.00 
47.95 

115.00 

95.00 

37.50 

25.00 
45.00 



Details of charges are: Inland - first page, 
IR£ 2; subsequent pages, £ 1 each; express deliv­
ery, IR£3. United Kingdom - first page, IR£3; 
subsequent pages, IR£2 each, express delivery, 
IR£6 for London numbered postal districts and 
IR£4.45 for the rest of the U.K. There is no 
charge for personal collection or for delivery by 
first class post. It is not yet known if any 
special markings/labels are applied to pages 
delivered by either first class mail or express 
delivery. We wou ld be interested to hear from 
readers who may have used the service. 

E.P.A. NAMES FIELD 
AW ARD RECIPIENTS 

John J. Blessington of California, is the 
1983 recipient of the Eire Philatelic Associa­
tion's Thomas Edwin Field Award. The late 
Thomas E. Field of Yorkshire, England, for 
whom the award is named, was one of the 
foremost Irish philatelists. He did extensive 

IRE LAND 
SPECIALISED PRICE LIST 

FEATURING: FIRST FLIGHT 
COVERS, AIRMAIL COVERS, 

FIRST DAY COVERS, PROOFS, 
ESSAYS, POLITICAL LABELS, 
1922 OVERPRINT, ACCENT 
VARIETIES, COIL LEADERS 

BOOKLET PANES, SEAHORSES, 
VARIETIES on SEAHORSES etc. 

COLLECTIONS & GENERAL 
MATERIAL 

LIST AVAILABLE FREE ON 
REQUEST FOR BRITISH 

COMMON WEAL TH 

A. L. GARFIELD PTS, IPTA 
39 Malford Grove, London E18 2DY 

Telephone: 01-989 6417 

11 

research in the field, which contributed greatly 
to its advancement. The award has been 
presented annually to others who have also 
made outstanding contributions to Irish 
philately, in the tradition of Thomas E. Field. 

This honour has been bestowed on Blessing­
ton for his o utstand ing contributions to the 
advancement of knowledge of Irish Philately, 
with particular reference to his research and 
detailed articles in The Revealer, the quarterly 
journal of the E.P.A., as well as his significant 
and successful editorship of this publication. 
His willingness to assist other collectors with 
information and guideance and his leadership in 
fostering the growth of the Associat ion, has 
won John Blessington t he 1983 Thomas Edwin 
Field Award. 

The award, and the E.P.A. Life Membership 
given as part of the award , were presented to 
Blessington at a meeting of the SO.CAL 
Chapter E.P.A., at the recently concluded 
SESCAL '83 Exhibit ion in Los Angeles. 

Philatelists may obtain membership infor· 
mation from E.P.A. Secretary, R.C. Jones, 
8 Beach Street, Brockton, Mass 02402. 

OFFERS LIST 
Published at regular intervals. 

Would you like a copy? 
Don't delay, place your name 

on my mailing list now. 

AUCTION AGENT 
SERVICE 

I also act as an Auction Agent 
(bidding on your behalf as if you 

were present at the Auction yourself) 
at Dublin Sales. Details sent on 

request. 

Declan O'Kelly 
P.O. Box 1346 
Dui.>lin 6 
lrelanJ 



ADVERTISEMENT 

HIBERNIAN 
MAKES HISTORY! 

Hibernian Stamp Co. Ltd., will soon be joining the exalted ranks of auctioneers 
alongside Harmers of London and Robson Lowe as the only auctioneers ever to offer 
in one sale the mint range of the Thom Saorstat overprint Accent varieties and 
errors COMPLETE from the \12d. to the ls. 

Harmers were the first to j oin this elite group when they sold the reknowned 
Agnew collection in 1930; this was followed by the Marquess of Bute collection in 
1959. Robson Lowe made the grade in 1966 with their sale of the famous Field 
collection. It was then thought that this was the end of an era as no other collec­
tions of this calibre existed, hence no spectacular sales of combined Irish rarities 
would be likely to occur ever again. 

But now, with several important collections of Ireland having come onto the mar­
ket within the last year, and ALL these collec tions having been acquired outright by 
Hibernian Stamp Co. Ltd., this well-known firm will be offering for sale on March 
3 l st, 1984, at PUBLIC AUCTION, the selected highlights from the~e collection, 
plus many other fine, rare and interesting items including complete sheets of high­
value overprints; all of these factors combined guarantee that this auction will be a 
classic for both the general collector of Ireland and the Specialist. Almost two deca­
des have passed since so many breath-taking Irish rarities were offered at a single 
public auction. 

And, the gems of this sale are not confined to the Overprint series ; Hibernian will 
be offering one of the finest "Window Man" receipts in existence: of five known ex­
amples, only one other is dated 1830. To the modern extreme, there will be inclu­
ded in this sale an u/m example of the New York World's Fair 5d with missing brown 
in pair with normal, this being the most interesting of the six pairs in existence since 
this pair shows the brown printer's guide mark . These guide marks were so far out in 
the margins of this issue that they were normally guillotined off by the printers. 

Also well represented in this auction are extensive selections of British Common­
wealth and A to Z with many desirable single items, collections and mixed lots. 

Catalogues of this prestigious auction are available free on request from Hibernian 
Stamp Co. Ltd., 11 Harrington Street, Dublin 8, Republic of Ireland; alternatively, 
a catalogue may be requested by telephone at Dublin 755086 or 782609, but if you 
are 'phoning from abroad, don't forget the time differences! 

SG 53aa, Sc 45a, Mi 26I/IV: the upper right stamp has the accent omitted. 
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NEW YEAR OFFERS FROM HIBERNIAN 

OVERPRINTS UM 
l\lzd to ls. Thom Black set SG 10-15 £35.00 
\lzd to ls. Thom blue-black set SG 30-43 £120.00 
\lzd to ls. Thom Saorst<1t set SG 52-63 £67.50 

DEFINITIVES 
SE watermark set \lzd to 1 s. SG 71-82 £175.00 
SE watermark set 2/6 to 10s. SG102-104 
E watermark set Y2d to ls. SG 111-122 £95.00 
E watermark set 2/6 to 10s. Cream paper SG 123-5 £95.00 
E watermark set 2/6 to l Os. Chalky paper SG l 23a-5a £30.00 
Gerl Lsd set Yzd to 10s. SG 247-262 £27.50 
Gerl Decimal set \lzp to 50p Wmkd excluding !Op lav SG 287-301 £30.00 
Gerl Decimal set \lzp to£ 1 no wmk SG 339-59 £ 15.00 
Gerl Decimal complete set of no wmk gum and paper variations as 

per Hibernian Catalogue 1984 £69.00 

COMMEMORATIVES 
1929 O'Connell to 1949 Mangan £110.00 
1950 Holy Year to 1959 Guinness £210.00 
1960 Refugee Year to 1970 Kevin Barry £87.50 
1971 Europa to 1981 Christmas £90.00 

POSTAGE DUES 
1925 SE wmk set \lzd to 6d. SG Dl-4 £135.00 
1940-69 E wmk set \lzd to ls. SG D5-14 £45.00 
1971-81 Complete Decimal Dues. SG 22-31 £5.25 

CYLINDER BLOCKS 
1977 complete commemorative blocks £60.00 
1978 complete commemorative blocks top or bottom £55.00 
1979 complete commemorative blocks top or bottom 

excluding Bickels £52.50 
1980 complete commemorative blocks top or bottom 

excluding Bickels £47.50 
1981 complete commemora tive blocks £65.00 

DON'T MISS OUR NEXT A UCTJON ON 
MARCH 3lst 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

IDBERNIAN ST AMP COMPANY LIMITED 
11 HARRINGTON STREET, 

DUBLIN 8. 
Phone: 755086/782609 
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FU FDC 
£10.50 
£75.00 
£50.00 

£40.00 
£150.00 

£ 12.00 
£5.50 
£5.75 £10.00 
£9.00 £12.00 
£5.75 £10.00 
£9.50 £55.00 

£17.00 

£59.00 
£105.00 

£85.00 
£87.50 £125.00 

£30.00 
£27.50 

£5.00 £30.00 



STAMPA '83 
,,,...,.....,.,. ..... """",__~?im'~~-=__,..1 

I 

Fred Dixon recruits a junior collector, Sinead Lennon. 

Col. Bill Zellers signs the Roll of Distinguished 
Philatelists at the Stam pa A wards dinner. 

~····· -··------··--·· f ·re stamp compan~ 
l 
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Mike Giffney with the stray kitten that was 
found wandering around the exhibition. A 
home was found for it and a name - "Stampa" 

of course! 

E.P.A. meeting held during "STAMPA" week: 
left to right (back row) Tony Finn, Brian 
Warren, Barra 0 Cuiv, Fred Dixon, (2nd row): 
Mike Giffney, Norah Wright, Dec/an O'Connor 

(front}: Charles O'Neill, Col. Bill Zellers. 



Charlie O'Neill looking rather apprehensive 
about something (possibly the imminent 

approach of McBride?) 

George Ith ell proudly displays his award, 
the David Feldman Trophy for the best 

overall exhibit. 

Mr. Fergus O'Brien TD., Minister of State at 
the Dept. of Health & Social Welfare, standing 
in for the Minister for Posts & Telegraphs, at 
the opening of STAMPA '84, accompanied 
by Dr. Joseph Quigley, Hon. Chairman of the 
Organising Committee. 

~-- . ..-1 
Taking a break in the STAMPA cafe (or bar, 
depending on your tastes): left to right, Con 
Buckley of the P.O., Vincent Kelly and Padraig 

OMathuna. 

Jan Whyte, Hon. Secretary, and Dr. Joseph 
Quigley look on as John Lennon explains his 
winning the Novice Trophy. 

Photographs courtesy 
Simon 0 'Neill, Brian 
Warren and Peter 
Fitzgerald. 
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CLOSING DOWN 

*SALE* 

ALL OUR STOCK REDUCED 

BARGAINS IN ALBUMS, COVERS 

STAMPS, CATALOGUES & ACCESSORIES. 

Sale Starts 

Monday 6th February 

to Saturday 18th February 

EVERYTHING MUST CLEAR 

Gwyn Bennett Stamps 
23 Anglesea Street, 

Dublin 2. 
Tel. (01) 714509. 



and to the courier companies and their staff who - once they were satisfied that I was 
neither a Post Office investigator nor a tax collector - were invariably helpful, and in 
the case of Paperlink, went to some considerable trouble to provide information. l 
shall be glad to hear from any collector who can provide further information, correct 
errors in what I have written, or supply other labels of l 980's vintage, not so far 
noted, for illustration and description. 

,~----

1 
PRl'.'ATJ: COl!Ft.l:S Dr tTCH 

,OD NOT f'!JT INW ilu.)1' .... Y~.TEM 

I 
HFTVHt: H: 

I :'~· u1 GA1ttA~} ::. r 
I f.l f1.V kR~ PC' • ~M 
L-. ____ _ 

rr.:... ... ~ .. -~-· rt 
~ !~ i PANllll'fl : 

J Telephone 
Q 741954/334378 

Cancel 'E 'on Paper/ink label Type Ill 

Cancel 'B '011 Express type B label. Dataline label with cancel. 

Paper/ink cancel 'E' on Letter/ink label I. 
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LABELS 

1. Paper/ink 
This company went into business on 4th November 1981 and first issued prepay­

ment labels on 27th Nov. 1981. Before they (temporarily?) closed down at the end of 
May 1983, they had issued four different types of label. 

DUBLIN Paper/ink 

PAPfRllNI >o 
;;D c: 
mi'! 
>1 

A 27976 
Type! 

PAPERllll ~~ PAPIRllNI >! ::v 31 . 

~ ~ 2 

A A N? 143402 
Proof Type II Numbered 

R£TlJRNST0- 79lt.6atdinerSt.Dutiflll l )> 

~PAPElllUI · 
! Telephone 
D 7419541334378 .. 

Type III 

2 PAPIRllNK ! 
- •O 

2PIPfRlll~ 
.J PRIVATE COURtEROISPATCH 
DJ REWAROFORRETURNSTO: : 
J 79 lR.GAROINEflST. DUBLIN 1. ;! 
Q Tel 741954/334378 : 

'A' 
Type IV 
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J PRtVATE CGURlERB!SPATCH 
rB REWARD FOR RETURNS TO: 
J 79 LR.GAROJNER ST. OUBUN1. :'i 
CJ Tel 741954/334378 ~ 
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Type I Black on Yellow-orange paper, 49 x 24 mm. 
Serial No: Prefix A, five digits 
Number printed: 100,000 (00001 - 99999) 
Printed by: Presswell, Baldoyle , Co. Dublin. 
Numbered by: Irish Self Adhesive Labels, Monkstown. 

Type II Black on Yellow-orange paper, 49 x 24 mm (brighter colour, denser black) 
Serial No : Prefix A, No. + six digits. 
Number issued: 200,000 (100000 - 299999) 

Type III Black on Primrose-yellow 50 x 32 mm. 
Serial No: Prefix A, No.+ six digits. 
Number issued: 500,000 (300,000 - 799,999) 

Type IV Black on Primrose-yellow, 50 x 32 mm, " Reward" added. 
Serial No. Prefix A, No. + six digits. 

Prefix B, No. + six digits 
Numbers issued: A Prefix 200,000 (800,000 - 999,999) 

B Prefix 000,001 - ? 

Type II , III and IV printed and numbered by: Avery Label, Walkinstown. 

2. Hand to Hand 
This company operated from very early in 1982 but seems to have been yery local­

ised. One label only has been seen (on cover) black on blue paper, 51 x 25 mm. No 
other details are available. More information on this company is requested from any 
reader who can help. 

3. Express 
One type of label 50 x 32 mm. was issued, printed black, blue and red on white 

paper. Each label was serially numbered with a prefix which changed every 100,000 
labels - 1 to 99,999 = A, 100,000 - 199,999 = B etc. The last issue has prefix F. 
Labels were printed by Avery Label. 

This label carried the telephone number, and so impressed Paperlink that they 
adopted this format, included their telephone number, and added an address for 
returns. (Paperlink Type III). 

4. Letter/ink 
Commenced to operate in the Autumn of 1982 from a private address. The label, 

49 x 24 mm, black on pink paper, was printed by Irish Label and Packaging Co., 
Sandyford, and carried a telephone number. In March 1983 Letterlink entered into an 
arrangement with Paperlink to use that company's " central sorting office" and there­
after the label was reprinted to include the Paperlink telephone number as well as the 
original number. 

5. Dataline 
This company was an associate (possibly a wholly-owned subsidiary) of Deadline 
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Couriers (see advertising stickers). It operated from the same address as Deadline, 
from late in 1982 until the Spring of 1983. Labels 50 x 32 mm, printed in black, 
red and brown on white paper, were printed by Avery Label. The "B" prefix labels 
were printed but never issued, as the company suspended its letter delivery service, 
possibly pending the outcome of the High Court action. 

6. Galway 
The two Galway couriers were Galway Delivery Service and Priority Document 

Delivery. The former issued labels in vertical format (the only label seen thus) 27 x 39 
mm printed maroon on white paper. The printer is not known, and these labels were 
not serially numbered. The other company, Priority Document Delivery, issued num­
bered labels 51 x 25 mm, all with prefix A, black and magenta on white paper, printed 
by Irish Self-Adhesive Labels, Monkstown, Dun Laoghaire. Both companies operated 
from the early part of October 1982. Priority ceased to function on 11 th February 
1983; information about the other company is not available. 

DUBLIN 

Type! 

EHPRESS a 
DocumentDelivecyLtd. a 
!el.988910 g; 

F 533503 f: 
Express 

Letter/ink 
Type ff 

Dataliii 
> 

Datalliie ...... 

718079 Cl 718079 00 
....... 

24Hou:rDelivecy/Dublin '! 24Hour Delivery/Dublin 

'.A ' Dataline 'B' 
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CORK 

2"' / " .., •· ·t'~;v·• ·~s (). •·1v i - · - ~ ) ~· ,, .... ... , .. .:. ... to ... 

x ei. l1A4992 u J 

GALWAY 

Priority 

Galway Delivery Service 

7. Cork 

Letter-Go 

~ RewarrJ for Re tum$ to: ... 
c: 
"' j -~ LETfER.(jQ 
!!~ UMITl'.0 
~ Zf/22 Sullivan's Qu11y, 

_;f Cork. Ttt 11»11964099 

DUBLIN 

30 DUBLIN 
Duhlin Document Delivery Ltd. 

Tel. 754886 

No. 2C--. 
RETUZ:G\S TO: 

SS Thomas Street, Dublin S, 

HAND TO HAND 
7635 

DUBLll IREA 
Hand to Hand 

Letter-Go commenced to operate shortly before Christmas 1982. Their first label 
was a plain write self-adhesive 49 x 24 mm, on which was handstamped in bright green 
"Letter-Go Co. Ltd.", with address and telephone number. From the outset, each 
cover also had a slogan hand-stamped in red. This first label was quickly replaced by a 
smaller label, 43 x 29 mm, black on green paper. Printer unknown. Neither type was 
serially numbered, but all that I have seen were cancelled. (Presumably charges were 
calculated by the number of covers cancelled rather than labels sold). Letter-Go 
ceased to operate mid-April 1983. 
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ADVERTISING STICKERS 

+ Deadline 
~ 
""*" 

TEL: 
12rrrn, 12aus, 728874, 

307366 Unit 171 
24HOURS 

DElTA OEBPATCH LTD. 
DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL COURIERS, 

27 GAHOJNER PLACE, DUBLIN 1. 
TEt.EPHONE 01-748322n4S323. 
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CANCELLATIONS 

Generally all labels (except Letter-Go, as noted) can be found without any cancel­
lation, and many covers bearing labels have been seen with the cancellation completely 
misplaced. If the purpose of cancelling a label was to prevent re-use, it was not 
achieved in many cases; but in fact these self-adhesive labels adhere very strongly to 
paper and are not easily removed intact by the usual floating or soaking techniques, so 
that removal for re-use would hardly have been worth the trouble. Some labels were 
not cancelled at all e.g. Express until about October 1982; Letterlink until they joined 
the Paperlink operation; and both Galway labels. 

Paperlink and Letter-Go cancelled all or most of their labels, but Express handled 
many thousands of covers before they introduced cancellation. Dataline used a 
franking meter (without a c.d.s.) on some covers. 

It will be appreciated that a user who purchased a roll of say, 1,000 labels, might 
have used these over a period of several months during which the cancellations 
changed. Numerous combinations of label types with cancellations may therefore be 
found, and some are more common than others. 

1. Paper/ink cancellations 
A. Six rubber pieces inserted in a hand-held stamp, comprising two pairs of cyphers 

enclosing two letters: OOAAOO. This was first used on lst March 1982 as OOAZOO, 
and the second letter was changed daily, in reverse alphabetical order, reaching 
OOABOO on 5th April 1982. AA was not used. This cancel appears to have been 
used mainly, or solely, on Type I labels. I have three examples on cover, AN(18/3), 
A0(16/3) and AX(3/ 3). John Lennon has shown me AL(22/3) and AX. A cover 
bearing AU(8/3) was illustrated in ISN No. 11. All known examples are in black. 

B. Type A was followed by two self-inking hand-operated numbering machines 
with automatic advance. The first (B.1.) was introduced on 6th April 1982 and 
had sans-serif digits. B.2 (seriffed digits) was brought into operation on 8th July. 
The numbering sequence was re-started on l 5th July. This machine was taken out 
of use on l 7th September, but BJ. continued in use until May 1983 mainly for 
large packets for which the franking machine (Type C) was inappropriate. 

C. A specially adapted Pitney Bowes franking machine was used from 1 7th Septem­
ber. The indicium outline was removed, leaving only OOO, with a c.d.s. (solid red 
ring) on the left. This red cancel was in use until Friday 5th November. 

D. From Monday 8th November the "value" symbols began to be used for recording 
purposes e.g. 8 .xi.82 = 001, advancing daily. The idea was that if the c.d.s. could 
not be read, this number would identify the date of cancellation/delivery. (There 
is little doubt that quite a large number of covers, handled by all the courier 
companies, were delivered to wrong addresses. Some of these were dropped into 
P.O. letter boxes and increasingly the Post Office treated them as "posted unpaid" 
and surcharged them. I was told that early in 1983 one sorting office was 
surcharging as many as 50 a week). The sequence ran from 001 to 099, then re­
started after Easter with 001 in 5.IV.83, but seems to have gone astray and was 
restarted around the beginning of May. By this time however customers were 
scarce, and the volume of mail was greatly reduced, because of the legal proceed­
ings. 
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Letter-go type II label with Cork and Dublin cancels and instructional marks. 

October 1982 Express cover put into postal system and treated as unpaid. 

Paper/ink undelivered cover with return label, October 1982. 
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E. From about the beginning of December 1982, a slogan die 41 x 29 mm, offering 
a reward for the return of undelivered covers, was added to Type D. 

2. Hand-to-Hand 
No information is available. 

3. Express cancellations 
A. Identical to Paperlink Type C, was used from some date in October 1982. 
B. The solid red ring c.d.s. became a double ring within which the word "Express 

Couriers" appeared. This was used until this company ceased operating at the end 
of the first week of December. 

4. Letter/ink 
This company did not cancel any of its labels until it joined forces with Paperlink 

(Spring 1983?), after which its labels carry the Paperlink cancel, usually Type D or E. 

5. Dataline 
Used a modified franking machine without the red ring c.d.s., leaving only the date 

and OOO. The earliest date noted was 32.X.82! Some odd numbers appeared e.g. 004~. 

6. Galway 
Labels were not cancelled at any time, as far as I know. 

7. Cork 
Letter-Go appear to have cancelled all the covers they handled, using a black six 

digit number (possibly, a self-inking automatic hand machine). They also applied to 
each cover, in red, a slogan offering a reward of £1 per item returned. From 18th 
Jan. 1983, Letter-Go and Paperlink formed a "back-to-back" arrangement under 
which each undertook to deliver the other's covers, in Cork and Dublin. Thus covers 
are known bearing the cancels and slogans of both companies. 

DATE 
4 Nov. 81 
27 Nov. 81 
16 Dec. 81 
Jan-Feb. 82 

1 March 82 
5 April 82 
6 April 82 

8 July 82 
15July82 
17 Sept. 82 

Courier Chronology 1981 - 1983 

COMPANY 
Paperlink 
Paperlink 
Paperlink 
Hand-to-Hand 
Express 
Paperlink 
Paper link 
Paperlink 

Paperlink 
Paperlink 
Paperlink 
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NOTES 
Commenced operations 
Issued first labels (Type I) 
Company incorporated 
Commenced operations 
Commenced operations 
Introduced cancel (Type A) 
Last day of cancel Type A 
Introduced cancel Type B(l) 
cont'd to May 83 
Introduced cancel Type B(2) 
B(2) cancel series re-commenced 
B(2) ceased. Cancel type C 
introduced 



(Autumn) 82 Letterlink Commenced operations 
(late) 82 Dataline Commenced operations 
early Oct. 82 Priority Doc. (Galway) Commenced operations 

Delivery SeIVice (Galway) Commenced operations 
5 Nov. 82 Paper link Last day of Type C cancel 
8 Nov. 82 Paperlink Introduced Type D cancellation, 

first series (001-099) 
c.1 Dec. 82 Paperlink Introduced Type E cancel (slogan 

added) 
c.6 Dec. 82 Express Company collapsed 
14 Dec. 82 Paperlink Attorney General & Minister sought 

injunction 
Pre-Christmas 82 Letter-Go (Cork) Commenced operations 
18 Jan 83 Paperlink/ Letter-Go Established "back-to-back" 

operation 
31 Jan. 83 Paperlink Injunction granted by High Court 
11 Feb. 83 Priority (Galway) Ceased to operate 
14 Feb. 83 Paperlink Supreme Court lifted injunction 
c.1 March 83 Paperlink/Letterlink Established joint operation 
5 April 83 Paper link Type D/E cancel, 2nd sequence 

began (001) 
Mid-April 83 Letter-Go Ceased to operate 
10 May 83 Paperlink High Court action opened 
13 May 83 Paper link Cancelled 27 covers only this day 
15 July 83 Paperlink Held to be in breach of P.O. 

monopoly. 

BUYING IRELAND 

EOR MY COLLECTION I WOULD LIKE TO BUY 

IRELAND - G.B. period covers especially rare frankings and destinations. 

- Single rarities especially on cover. 

- Postal H istory of Rathfarnham and Rathmines. 

DAVID FELDMAN, P.O. Box 81, 1213 ONEX-GENEVA, 
SWITZERLAND 
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THE RAREST IRISH POSTAGE STAMP-AN ENQUIRY 
By Gerard Brady 

It is now five years since a census study of the known examples of four Irish Over­
printed varieties, all of the Dec./ J an. 1922/ 1923 three line Saorstat issue (Thom) was 
published in this journal (see Irish Stamp News No. 2). 

The varieties chosen for examination were, 

The One Penny Missing Accent 
The One Penny Missing Accent & Final T 
The One Shilling Missing Accent 
The Ten Shilling Reversed Accent Inserted 

SG53aa 
SG53a 
SG63a 
SG66b 

Now in the light of nine new discoveries it is necessary to revise the earlier listings 
and give details of these additions. It is interesting to note that the ratio of unused 
to used examples ( 1-3 .5) from the overall total of the now known 36 examples is 
exactly the same as for the 27 copies reported five years ago. Again the writer would 
like to hear of any unrecorded examples that philatelists might have in their collections 
for completeness of this census. 

ONE PENNY MISSING ACCENT SG 53aa 
Two additions are recorded both in unused condition: the variety occurring in a 

marginal block of four1, (Photograph No. I) and also as a single. In the former case 
the stamp showing the error has markings on the reverse where some gum has been 
removed and there are also hinge tracings. The single copy was exhibited at Stampa in 
19762 . These findings now bring the total to six known copies of which four are 
unused and two used. 

ONE SHILLING MISSlNG ACCENT SG63a 
Only one further copy has come to notice in the past five years. It occurs as the 

centre stamp in a marginal strip of three3, (Photograph No. 2). There are some pencil 
markings on the margin and also hinge marks. Of the nine known examples, 8 are 
unused and one used. It comes next in scarcity to the penny value with the same 
variety. 

ONE PENNY MISSING ACCENT & FINAL T SG53a 
Following the previous listings, three new copies, two unused and one used have 

been reported. The unused occur, one in a pane of six15 showing gutter margins and 
control U224 , and the other in a marginal block of six . The pane Rf sixty is not to 
be confused with a similar size pane that was auctioned last year . The Single was 
sold at a David Feldman auction in I 981 7 . This brings the new total to ten known 
examples of this variety. 
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TEN SHILLING REVERSED ACCENT INSERTED SG66c 
In this case three further copies have come to light; Two unused and one used. The 

unused examples show the variety in a non marginal block of four8 and as a single9. 
The used example is in a vertical pair which were sold as normals in an I.P.S. club 
booklet in the early l 970's and is now in a private collection. There are now a total of 
11 copies known, 10 unused and one used. 

REFERENCES 
l. Hibernian Stamp Company. 
2. Letter by David McDonnell in Irish Stamp News No. 3, P. 34. 
3. Hibernian Stamp Company. 
4. Hibernian Stamp Company. 
5. Superior Stamp & Coin Co. California, U.S.A., 6/7/81 Lot. 937. Full description 

& Photograph. The Revealer No. 141. Photograph on back page. 
6. Hibernian Stamp Co. Auction l 5th Oct. 1983. Lot. 986 (Ex Bute). 
7. David Feldman sale Sept. 18/26 1981 Lot. 3291 Photograph in colour. 
8. Private Collection. 
9. 4 Auktion, Irland, Philatelic Service, Wolfgang Grohn, Fed. Rep. of Germany. 

17th Sept.1983 Lot. 4181 (Photograph). 

Fig. I. Id missing accent in marginal block 4. 
(Photo. courtesy Hibernian Stamp Co. Ltd.) 
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Fig. 2. I/- m1ssmg accent (Photo. courtesy 
Hibernian Stamp Co. Ltd. 
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There is little mention of postal markings, it 
being felt that the Feldman-Kane handbook 
exists to cover this field, but every other aspect 
is brought in: the successive reforms, the lead­
ing reformers, the franking system, mail routes, 
mail coaches, mail boats, pillar boxes, post­
men's uniforms, etc. Only one short chapter 
deals with developments since 1922. This could 
be considerably expanded in the next edition 
by which time there can be mention of the 
major reorganisation of 1984! 

An outstanding feature is the wealth of illus­
trations, many being reproduced for the fust 
time, such as the Dublin-Holyhead Packet of 
1567, the portrait of Dublin Postmaster Isaac 
Manley and the modern seal of the Minister for 
Posts and Telegraphs. Another remarkable dis­
covery, used on the back cover, depicts the 
delivery of a letter in 1581. 

There are a few slips. The 1765 Penny Post 
was not confined to Dublin but applied 
throughout Great Britain and Ireland , a letter 
not travelling more than one post stage being 
charged o nly ld. The abolition of the Irish mile 
was in 1826, not 1831, but by a mysterious 
manoeuvre the Irish Post Office was still charg­
ing by Irish miles until 183 9. It is explained 
Iha t some gaps in the records are due to the dis­
posals of files and registers as waste paper. Such 
disposal was not a routine occurrence: it was 
only when investigations were pending in 1831 
tha t the incriminating evidence was disposed of. 
(See Hou se of Commons Report dated 2 Feb. 
183 7). The page of illustrations of postmarks 
includes as 17 82-95 what can only be a fanci­
ful reconstruction from a very poor impression 
of the 1795-1807 type of Dublin Free. The 
National Library can probably be blamed for 
one mistake: the mail car from Achill operated 
to Newport, not Nevin, although the artist 
responsible for the lithograph (A. Fussell) 
printed what looks like Nevin on the car. 

Selwyn Deacon 

LETIERS 

Dear Sir, 
Hugh Carey of Winchester has kindly shown 

us a single, rather tatty example of the rare 
Thom 4-line 10/- used. It is significant because 
of its postmark: single ring steel eds JAMES'S 
Road/24.0C.22. This is one day previous to 
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the earliest date recorded in the Feldman hand­
book. It would still appear that the 2/6 value 
with this overprint was put on sale at least a 
week before the two higher values. 

Yours etc. 
D. MacDonnell, 

MacDonnell Whyte Ltd. 

Postcard of 'Southern Cross' - see letter from 
Patrick Waldron. 

Dear Sir, 
Mr. F. C. Godfrey, at the end of his article 

on " The Mollison Stamp and f<light Covers" 
in your June/July, 1983, issue, refers to the 
flight of the "Southern Cross" from Portmar­
nock to Newfou11dland on June 24th, 1930, 
on which Captain J.P. Saul was navigator. 

Perhaps some of your readers might be 
interested in the enclosed photocopy of a post­
card which shows the crew (including Captain 
Saul) of a plane which appears to be the 
"Southern Cross". The card bears the inscrip­
tion "Portmarnock to New York" and is 
postmarked "Rann na Feirsde, Co. Dun na 
nGall, 15 Aug. 1935" and addressed to a 
Dublin address. 

The lettering on the side of the plane, in so 
far as visible, appears to be " .... Cross" and 
"Vl-USU". The barrels are labelled "Plume 
Motor Spirit" and the can "Mobiloil". Mr. 
Vandyk appears to be adjust ing a "telescopic" 
camera. 

I cannot identify the dog!! 

Yours etc., 
Patrick Waldron, Dublin. 

(Continued p. 34) 



LETTERS Contd. 

PASSED BY CENSOR ( ~ 

Oeldultbe ai an 8cr.W6i~:n'· 

SAoRiAA:San 
ScRuo61R 
RELEASED BY 

CENSOR 

8 .0. 0 A °t~ .6.:S 
~n S CP.UDO IR 

s~o11 o Sc11uu u 
(Exempt from Censorship) 

SAortA A'S An SCf\(l'O~lf\ 
RELEASED BY CENSOR 

Irish World War II censor marks - see letter 
fro m Karl Winkelmann. 

Dear Sir, 
Since the publication of Ike O'Lecht's 

article on t he post-1922 Dublin Datestamps it 
prompts me to try to confirm my suspicion of 
the existence of two Dublin No. 6 handstamps 
in use during WWII, in add ition to the Dublin 
No. 4 . I have two examples of a Dublin No. 6, 
one used on an incoming and one on an 
outgoing registered letter d uring May ' 42, to 
tic the censor label to the envelope. Neither has 
a star above the date. 

I have seen three examples of the Dublin 
No. 6 with star used on 23.4.42, 23.10.42, 
and 4.1.45, on incoming registered mail and 
another, without star used to cancel a stamp on 
a letter of 16.9.43, which was handed in at the 
Censorship Office. 

I would like to know if any of your readers 
can throw some light on this matter. It wo uld 
seem unlikely that the star was removed and 
replaced , more likely there were two Dublin 
No.6 handstamps at this t ime and that the only 
one to survive was the star type as used on t he 
Aer Lingus crash covers of 1952. 

This is only one aspect of my current study 
of the censor handstamps used d uring WWII, 
and I would appreciate any information on 
early and late usage dates of the five known 
censor handstamps as illustrated. 

Yours etc., 
Karl Winkelmann, 

9 Baggot Court, Dublin 2. 

PENNY POST DAY 1984 
We are interested in purchasing clear examples on cover of the slogan 
cancels "Penny Post Day" of January 3 1984 of DONEGAL, DUNDALK, 
CAVAN, CORK, GALWAY, LIMERICK, and WATER FORD. 

Please contact Ian Whyte 
MACDONNEL WHYTE LTD. 
102 Leinster Road, Dublin 6. 

Telephone: 01-977449. 
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RECENT RELEASES 

by Brian Warren and Eddie FitzGerald 

Date of Sold Plate 
Issue Issue Description For Numbers 

8/10/ 83 Cork Philatelic Society - Exhibition Booklet £1.20 

13/ 10/83 Irish Handcrafts - Weaving 22p 1111 
- Basketmaking 26p 1111 
- Irish Crochet 29p I 111 
- Harpmaking 44p 1111 

/ I 0/83 96p Size "G" Registered Envelope - Reprint £ 1.00 

28/1 0/83 Stampa '83 - Exhibition Booklet £1.50 

28/10/83 Definitive Presentation Packs - Low Values £2.25 
- High Values £7.75 

19/11 /83 Limerick Coin, Stamp and Postcard Fair - Booklet £1.00 

29/11/83 26p "A" Envelope 28p 

29/1 1/83 96p Size "H" Registered Envelope £1.02 

30/ l l /83 Christmas (l 3th Issue) - "La Natividad" by 22p llll ,11 12 
Roger van der Weyden 26p 1111 

3/ 12/83 Galway Philatelic Society - Exhibition Booklet £1.00 

Special Issues: Both issues were printed by Irish Security Stamp Printing Limited in 
the normal I 0 x I O format. No perforation varia tions or significant varieties noted. 

Exhibition Souvenirs. The Cork booklet contains blocks of six of the 1 p, 2p and 6p 
definitives. The exhibitio n postmark is featured on the back cover. Total numbered 
edition of 650 booklets. After several years experimenting with other types of souven­
irs, the Irish National Stamp Ex hibition committee issued a booklet for Stampa '83. 
The booklet contains blocks of four of the 1 p, 2p, 3p and 6p definitives in a numbered 
edition of 1,500 booklets. The front features the G.P.O. Dublin designed by Valerie 
Pickerill and is based on a l 9th century print. Members of the Stampa Society received 
the 1983 Dogs miniature sheet with an inscription added in the margin which read 
" Irish National Stamp Exhibition Stampa '83 Dublin October 28-31 1983 Taispeantas 
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Naisiunta Stampai". Limited to the total number of members (448). The Limerick 
booklet was produced by PJW Promotions (Dublin) and contains 3 x 22p Sean Mac 
Diarmada stamps. Total of 300 numbered booklets. It should be noted that there was 
no exhibition associated with this fair and that no philatelic facilities or special post­
mark were provided. The Galway booklet contains blocks of four of the 2p, 4p and 5p 
definitives. Total numbered edition of 300 booklets. 

. . .. II 
ril·:~:~.··7·M. ·~ -r~;~. -~:: ··:;µ.·:T1······ 
t ... ~:. • .;.. d~. t / ! ' -t ' : 
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~ ' - '"" . .. ' . ~ ' :>:'t : .• c (, : 

t n:t ' ·~ • ~_,,. ' • 
t ~. ' ' • ' ' . . • t··············: .............. : ...... . 
! 1B : : . . . . . . . . 

26p JB plate block perforated through two margins. 

,--- = . . 
! STl'\MPA '8) • Ouolu• • October 28-ll 198.i I •••••• ·1 .................................................................................................. . . . 
: t. IH.E ~9 : : EIHE22 j 

·r ···1i 
"'' ~ I 
c I 
3 ! 
~ ! 

[_,_ .. J __ _ 013 ·······I _J 
STAMPA '83 members' souvenir 

Postal Stationery. The 96p size G registered envelope has been reprinted with a new 
typeface for certain elements of the English instructions on the face of the cover. The 
96p embossed stamp is of a deeper green colour than the first printing issued in Janu­
ary 1983. The compensation amounts have been corrected to £100 and £ 13.50. This is 
the first time in several years that both compensation amounts have been correct. The 
new size H envelope issued on 29 November also refers to the correct compensation 
amounts. The 26p ord inary envelope is similar to the previous 22p design. 
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The new 96p registered envelope. 

Definitives. The new definitive presentation packs were launched at Stampa '83. 
The much improved design features the Rock of Cashel on the face of the low value 
pack and Ballybunion Castle on the high value pack. It would have been preferable if 
at the same time the Post Office had adopted a square format opening at the top 
edge. Such a format would enable a pack to be displayed on a normal album page. In 
the last issue we referred to a reprint of the 44p definitive with a change in perfora­
tion format. As expected further values have been reprinted with similar changes as 
set o ut below:-

26p: Perforated through two margins (I A bottom and right; 1 B bottom and left) -
June 83. 

30p: Perforated through three margins (IA top, bottom and right ; lB top, bottom 
and left i.e. similar to all phase three values) - October '83. 

£ 1: Perforated through three sides in similar manner to the 44p reprint (October 
'83). This value has been printed on residual stocks of CCP2 type paper with white 
gum. We expect that the next printing of this value will revert to CCPl paper with 
blue-green/off white gum as used on all other Architecture definitives to date. 

Special postmarks for Cork and Galway shows. 
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Postmarks. Several special event postmarks were available as follows since our last 
report:-

19-22 September: Sixth World Congress of Food Science and Technology. In use at 
University College, Dublin in conjunction with post office facilities. 

8 October: Cork Stamp Exhibition. Features the famous Cork landmark, Shandon 
Steeple. 

28-31 October: Stampa - Annual Irish National Stamp Exhibition, R.D.S., Dublin 
4. The events commemorated were 50th anniversary of the Balbo Mass Formation 
Transatlantic Flight (28th); Centenary of the Parcel Post (29th); 200 years of Manned 
Flight (30th); and 150 years of Morse Telegraphy (31 st). 

3 December: Galway Stamp Exhibition, Imperial Hotel, Galway. Similar postmark 
to previous years with Galway Philatelic Society logo (GPS). 

Souvenir envelopes were provided by the organisers for each of the above 
exhibitions. 

Several new slogan postmarks have been in use during recent months. A second 
slogan advertising the Mosney holiday camp was in use in Drogheda - "Mosney Trade 
Shows - Conferences - Exhibitions". Galway introduced a slogan promoting their 
1984 anniversary year - "Join Galway's 500 Celebrations in 1984". Both the afore-· 
mentioned slogans were unannounced. The Universal Postal Union Day slogan was 
used again this year in Dublin and Cork - "U.P.U. Day 9th October". 

THE OTHER EMERALD ISLE!! 

Montserrat is the Emerald Isle of the Caribbean, with very strong Irish connections. Irish 
Catholics first settled in Montserrat after fleeing persecution in nearby St. Kitts and their 
influence is reflected in the Irish names which abound on the island - Dublin, Ryan, Riley, 
O'Garre, Daley and many others. The island derives its name from the lush tropical vegetation 
which c lothes the volcanic slopes and the cultivated lower ground. 

Montserrat first issued stamps in 1876 (overprints of Antigua) and the first Definitives of 
Montse rrat were issued in 1903. Since then a conservative issue policy has been pursued, and 
nowadays there are about four Commemorative issues per year, with Definitives issued about 
every three years or as required . Recent issues from Montserrat have included Dragonflies, 
Fish, and the very popular Humming Birds. Manned Flight has recently been commemorated 
and the Christmas Carnival 1983 depicts Caribbean-Irish Dancing Tro upes. 1984 issues will 
include Commemoratives for the Olympics, Packet Boats, and Marine Life, together with an 
attractive new Bird Definitive. 

COLLECT THE STAMPS OF MONTSERRAT-THE OTHER EMERALD ISLE 

Full details from:-

Montserrat Philatelic Bureau Ltd. 
G.P.O., Plymouth, Montserrat, 

West Indies. 
We accept Irish Pounds 
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GEORGE F. ALLAN 

i3 
SANU STAMPS 

w il l give you prompt, reliable, 

personal service. 

Specialising in Stamps of Ireland 

Wants list welcome. Free price 
list and specialist Irish catalogues 

available 
Member U.D.P.A. , l.P.C., E.P.A .. , C.P.S. 

SANU STAMPS 
2a Merchant Street, 
(off Parnell Place) 

Cork, Ireland. 
Telephone: (021) 292944 

IR ISH STAMP NEWS 
BACK NUMBERS 

The following ONLY are available: 
5, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15. 

Price: 90p each. 

POSTAGE EXTRA : Pleaseallow30p 
minimum. Airmail allow 40p per copy, 

WANTED 
We will pay for the following IRISH STAMP 

NEWS in perfect condition : 

No. 1. We pay I R£3.50 each 
No. 2. We pay IR£1.00 each 
No. 3. We pay I R£1.00 each 
No. 4. We pay IR£2.50 each 
No. 6 . We pay IR£1.00 each 
No. 7. We pay I R£2.50 each 
No. 8. We pay I R£1 .00 each 

IRISH STAMP NEWS 
102 Leinster Road, Dublin 6. 

39 

DUBLIN STAMP & COIN 
CENTER 

i3 
Registered office, 1st Floor 

76 Aungier Street, Dublin 2. 

STAMPS, COINS, BANKNOTES, 
MEDALS AND POST CARDS 

Bought Sold Exchanged 

Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Prop. Tony Byrne. Tel: 717198 

"STAMP SERVICE" 

for your finest Irish material 
such as 

Postal History 

Overprints 

Commemoratives 

Definitives 

at most competitive prices 

~rij1;a1~ 
i'.,.,~~ STAMP SERVICE 

31 West Washington St., 
Cork. 

Open: Mon - Sat. 10.30a.m. -6.00p.m, 
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