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Df\IVE SLO'l'ILY ,.rt-lf\OUGt-1 
A MICROCOSM OF IRISH LIFE 

By Patrick Brady 

What is a town? It depends to a 
great extent on the individual. In 
America and Britain one thinks of a 
town as being second in importance to 
a city; it has hotels, a movie house, 
stores, a post office and a garage. 
You know what to look for in a town­
or you did-' till you came to an Irish 
town. But here, lulled by green grass 
and foliage, trees and grazing cRtt~, 
half asleep in n dream of thatched 
farmhouses and prim, neat laborer 1 s 
cottRges, of corn growing ~mong the 
rocks and children wandering home from 
school, you see it-e painted sign ret 
in the grass-ma rgin-'Drive Slowly-

rhomauown, Co. Kilkenny. S.i in beau1iful SUffOUndings in !he No,. Valley , Town Ahead. ' Beneath the admonition 
one will see the town name-Thomastown, Slane or other town. The view 
is aw.i unbroken, no spires or neon signs, onl:y the tirst hous~~wing a whitewashed 
gable through the trees. Then, 7ou turn the corner, and surpri 1 you are there, 
in the one long street of a small Irish toWn. The tranquil and ba1anced wq of lile 
et.ill prevails in these saall. towm but is steadily giTing way to tvenUetb oentur,y 
progress. 

BW OERMilJ•IRISB AIR PACT 

Vest Genaan;y and Ireland ban 
concluded a new COllllleroiaJ. air 
agreement in Bonn. 

It gins Clertaru'l1''s wttban8a 
Airline the right to ~ to Du­
blin via Belgium, Holla;id and 
Hancheeter, and to Sbai\non on 
its trana-Atl.antic routes. 

'!be boaaes are v;N'1' am elate in oolor, broken b7 
an occasional. p1Dk vall or green door. Tbe;r lie SQuat 
together, leaning on each other for support. '!be wide 
street is nearly deserted except tor a cart er two 
rmbling through, or a tn c;roliste ocai.ng to a stop 
w1 th moa.nt:l.Dg ahoppi.Dg bags. !he grocer takes a long 
good-by9 trc:a his coust<ller outside the shop pl'0'1dly 
tit1ed, •Ju. Farrell & Sou, F-1'.b' Grocer, Estd. 
1906. 1 All a:long t.he stree1; bicycles lean pNCari­
ous~ aga.1Dst vi:Ddc!nmllJ:s and walls, against sbopa, 

(Contimlad on J>8&8 282) 28i 
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DRIVE SIIJ'WLY THROUGH TOWN 
(Continued fran page 281) 

eling cineu. WliI10~y are worn a bi 
blurred they are clapped and cheered by an 
enchanted audience. 

OTHER DIVERSIONS 

The amall town has a dramatic season too! 
Such plays as "Fat.he r Matthew'', 'l'h.e Money 
Doesn •t Matter", "The Croppy BoY' and others 
-have real actors and real scenery. Even 
a circus comes to tow once a year and may be 
seen unde r canvas on the Fair Green. This is 
a sight to be talked about for weeks. 

Then for the sober citizen there is the Gun 
Club and Young l!"'armers' Club. On Sundl\Y a 
football or hurling match cnn be seen on one 
of the local fields. 

FAIR DAY 

Besides the regular entertainnent there are 
certain days when the town itsel.f is en fete. 
First of these days, because it is the tovn•s 
livelihood, is Fair Da;r. 

pubs and private dwelli.ngs. A policeman P'rom s:b: in the 11.orn1.Ilg, on that day, all 
stands with folded arms at the barrack door. ' roads are tilled with the sound of cattle-

1 Than, for exercise, he strolls as far as the sheep, pigs and horses converge on the ce!Y.er 
Fair Green and back. He looks as if ha were of a circle in the town. Deale rs' cars edge 
trying to reJDElllber what, beyond an unlighted and slip by cattle. Cattle run in various 
biCJ"Ole lamp or a drink a.ft.er hours, a er-lme directions whiJ.o the .tanners shout at both 
was. Women mOYe across the street, talk, . their stock and their sons. The carts of 
gesture, move on again in slow-motion, and lambs fill the lower end of the town, backed 
rather self-consciously a car passes now and right up against tbe houses, leaving little 
then. I roClll on the pavement or street for people to 

At six o 1clock the harchra.re aerchant car- pass. 
ries his f arks and spades and barbed wire 
indoors in preparation for closing shop. He 
then goes upstairs, home to his family. And 
in several sweet shops old W011en select books 
f<Yr their library cou.stciners, the best West­
ern or the most rcna.ntic Raaance. Publicans' 
wives, taking the early shift, hear the day4s 
I doings on the tarm .fran men W1 th hayseed in 
their hair. Past the Fair Green, and be-, 
yond the grocer •a, you can see the road to · 
the river and the evening mist on the river, 
so small is a Sllall Irish town. 

ONE MUST FEEL THE PULSE OF THE TOWNI 

The Town Hall is the movie and playhouse, 
dance ball and ass embly place. Glancing 
dOffll the street one might think the town has 
a 'dead look', ccapared with an Ohio or Brit­
ish town, but one would be grosely incorrect. 
The best pulse is not the loudest. One must 
listen before bearing the confident, quiet 
pulse of a small town. 

Each Wednesday, for example, t.ho Town Hall 
shows evening mortes of Roy Rogers and Clark 
Gable • They are brought to t.own by the trav-
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Ruyi11;: nr \1·/:,n.; n /1oni- 1 011 i m r 

Da y ~~t·11Lod, :l>n:m,·\ to ro., 11 

Dealers haggle, f armere shake their beads, 
the lambs bleat continuously like hoarse auto 
horns until lorries take them away or a dis­
gruntled son drlves them home-without his 
half-crown pay to bre ak the unpleasant news 
to his mothJr, "we didn't sell." 

On and beyond the Fair Green a1l is chaos 
and confusion, cattle eTerywhere, pigs every­
where, unshaven man and hardy boys everywhere, 
(Continued on page 283) 



DRIVE Su:w.LY THROUGH 'lUiN 
(Continned from page 282) 

around the aide sbov perfo:naars and Em3n the 
ice cream vendor. 

Fair Doy everywhere in lrdond provides 
a wdcome opportunity to meet old friends. 

A GOOD DAY FOR CREDITORS 

IRISH BOOKLETS AND THEIR PANES 

Documentation Seems Surprisingly <l:>scu.re 

By Perr;r Adams, E.P.A. #84 

Certain questions having to do with early 
phases of Irish philately after the Treaty, 
are asmd again and again, and it ia d.i.tfi­
cult to accept. the idea that dOCU11entation 
vbich appears allllost non-e:ld.stant, may not 
have been aade available in SCllle of the ol.d­
er handbooks an:! certain alrlost forgotten 
philatelic magazines. Failing such records, 
airl granting that new, original. research is 
al.ways preferable, a current stUJnbl.:1.ng block 
is often the extreme di.f'ficulty of assembl.:ing 
the items involved, tor study. They are iw­

itias. 

DEARTH OF INFORMATION ON STAMP BOOKLETS 

Perhaps nowhere within the Irish list is 
the foregoing more applloabl.e than to this 
group of stamp bookJ.ets, with their diversi­
t;r of pa?J:IS, covers and interleaves, datirlg 
back to the period ~ Ireland's first detin-

In the pubs, men la.ugh and jostl.e each itives and continu:U:Jg into the present. 
other, pursued by the tax collector, the rent Booklet covers carr,y a serial llIJJlber miyear 
collector and the man you owe for bull money. ot issue in that order, al.though in the early 
("Ho there, Jack, I bear you had a lovely ones this order vas reversed-the year came 
oal.f from that cow you bought last Spring.~ .first. 'lbe most recent booklet known to this 
ten bob(lO Shillings) arrl you m~ have luckl') writer is 1137 of 1954 (37-.54). To the best 

Intrepid salesmen drag farmers ant to look of ~ knowl.edge, the numbers between 1 and 
at a 'lovely yearling 1 , hanging on to their , 37 have all been used tor auccesaiw book-
a.rias until all hope of a sale is past. lets, so that between 1922-23 and 19.54 there 

'!he bus crawls through, inch by inoh, and have been the 37 isBlles indicated, which 
disgorges a host ~ women bent on buying means that in some years there have been more 
eveeytbing for the house. McDonagh bas a than ore. Piecemeal, a considerable part of 
notice out 'Oood Food 1 , am the Western Bank this material bas passed through m-y hands, 
has opened its office for this one day nerr and I greatly regret not having kapt care.tu.l 
month and is doing a roaring business. At records as the procession marched b.r• But 
three o 1clock the animal.s have all gone; only the truth is that I little dreamed how dil-
men, woman and boys roam and wonder, gorge ficu.lt it would prove t.o obtain the required 
and buy on this, their monthly holidq. But; information, until too late. 
for the townspeople 1 t is far fran a holiday. 
The next day brushes are out cleaning avay­
tre sawdust a.00 remains. It is a quiet dq 
given to profit-reckoning. 

THERE ARE OTH&R HOLIDAYS. 

IBBOHS CJUTS LISTING-SCOTT LISTS ONLY PANES 

Of the tvo standard catalogs most familiar 
in the United States, that of Stanle;y Gibbcme 
om1 ts all reference to Irish boolclets and 
panes, while Scott lists pa.ms only, without 

There a.re other holid~ . For instance, specific mention of the booklets in which 
there is the Summer Regatta on tbe lake. The they were stitched. Because the panes repeat 
shooting galleries are open and Aunt Sal.lye themselves in boo.kl.et atter booklet, the 
and Boop-la, girls in bright dresses and you::g Scott •thod, in one sense, thus avoids a 
men shout to their .favorite crews. Later in mass ot repetitiw detail. Unhappy however, 
the year is held a Grand Carnival of Dancing such listing also cuts off a large aaount of 
(Continued on page 284) (Continued on page 285) 
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THE NATIONAL TRUST RENTS SHAW'S HOKE 

'!'be National 'l'ru.st, which acquired the bane 
of George Bernard Shaw in 19lil+, has finally 
rented it to Christopher Casserley. The new 
tenant is a public relations man who Ukes 
aJJ. ·t;hat Shaw hated-tobacco, drink and meat. 

Mr. Shaw left no endo\<111.ent for the upkeep 
of his h0100 and the National Trust found it 
a drain on its funds to keep the place in re 
pair. The 12 roan house is located on a 4 
acre plot of land at Ayot St. Lawrence , 20 
miles north of London. 

Hr. Gasserley w:ill pay $490 a year in rent 
and $257 in taxes. As a part of the agree­
ment tourists Will be admitted to Shaw's 
study and garden on Saturday afternoons. 

DOLLARD 10/ 
"THE PERFECT S PLATEn 

In reviewing the host of Irish rarities in 
Mr. T.E. Field's collection at Fipex, one 
observed that Mr. Field thought enough o.fone 
little !mown variety to include it in his 
showing . 

The particular item in Illin:i is the 10/­
Dollard frcan the plate vi th the so-called 
"Perfect S11 in Postage. Kost of us have see1 
so few of this sp0cimen in our years of col­
lecting that we begin to wonder just howlll!U\Y 
do exist. So, let us conduct a census. r.r 
you have a 10/- Dollard rrcm the "Perfect S" 
pl<tte just jot the information on a postcard 
and mail it to President Ma.l. o•Reil.ly. '!'he 
results of this poll will be publisMd in 
the Ja.mary-February issue of THE REVEALER. 

ctcNorthern 

f~n .. .!.~~~.~6':l~J "' 
all other detail1 from Touri1t lnfo r­
ma tionCc11tre(()p1. 24) Royal Ave. , 

/·--~~ !~!!~'L11r~~~~~·tt~1.,~1:~ 
~~.1 lion1, Pnu 11orh or 
"-,0~«0.)' Cullom' B1 rr icn . 

THE IRISH SEIDCM COMMIT SUICIDE 

The World Health Organization, At Geneva, 
bas issued a report showing that Ireland has 
fewer suicides than ~ other nation in the 
world. 

Japan is at the head of the lis t while the 
United states is listed at the center. The 
report further states tha.t the ratio between 
mn and vanen is roughly three to one. 

HR. BOLAND TO REPRESENT IRELAND A'J' U.N.O. 

The .fornier Irish Ambassador to London. llr. 
F.H. Boland, will represent Irelandat theUR. 
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KY FAREWELL 
AS 

EDI'IDR OF 
THE REVEALER 

By- Neil Stack 

Since the formation of 
El.re Philatelic Ass ociation-back in the 
fall of 19.SO-I have acted as editor of 
your publication, THE R.EVKALER. I have 
tried to do a good job although it hasn't 
always been an easy one. 

I have ma.de many, and lasting f'riends 
in tlli <i country and abroad. To me, E.P. A. 
bas always represented more than just an 
associ ation of Irish Stamp Specialists and 
collectors-It represents one of the fi.Dest . 
groups of men and women one could desire. 

Through the years that I have served as 
your ed1 tor I h ave grown to IOlow most of 
you personally. In mee ting sane of the mem 
bers I have b een amused when they told me 
that they wre under the illlpression that I 
am paid a salary as E. P. A. editor and that 
the organi zation pays office rent .for me­
that I have an editor:LaJ. and office staff. 
The truth is, I have none of these hoped 
for niceties. All of nzy- work for E. P.A. haa 
been done at h00l0. 

Bat nov, due to pressure at the office, 
my tillle to be devoted to our splendid organ­
ization has been greatly curtailed. In fac t 
I feel that I can no longer do juatiee to 
the pos ition of editor. For these reasons, 
including rq desire to see a new editor 
spark our periodical, I will say so long­
but not good bye . I will still remain on 
the finance board and keep an eye on the 
cons ervation ~ our tunds. 

AN APPEAL FOR A NEW EDiroR 

Oar President, Mr. llalcolln G. O'Reilly has 
a.sired me to notify E.P.A. members that the 
editorship of '!'be Revealer is open to a.rcyone 
desiring it. All inquiries are to be d119Ct 
ed to Mr. O'Reilly at the address listed on 
page 262 of this issue. 

Until such t:lme as -:!" successor is select­
ed, an ed.i torial board will publish The Re­
vealer. This board will be headed by presl.­
dent O'Reilly. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HY BABU- IRISH STALLION-ARRIVES IN U.S. 

My Babu, the lJ.-year old Irish stallion 
has arrived in "tjhis country after a plane 
trip f~ Ireland. An American syndicate 
purchased h:lJll last year• 



CORRECTION OF ARTICLE IN JULY-AUG. ISSUE 

Cn page 277, of the Ju:cy-Aug. issue of 
The Revealer, lllustrationa or the Ria.1.tas 
Positions were incorrectly assigned. 

The Top Cut Should Read: Positions 8 & 28 
Middle Cnt Should Raad: Positions l3 &. 33 
Botten Cut Shou1d Read: Positions 4 & 24 

IRISHMEN, ffiISH HISTORY ETC. 
ON THE STAMPS OF QTHER COUNTRIES 

(Continued from the July-Aug. issue-Page 279 

' CHIIE In 1945 a belated' issue or 4 stamps 
was released to honor the centenar;y ot 
the death of o•Higgins. They ware in de­
ncainations of 15, 301 40 and 1.80 centa­
vos. 

GREAT BRITAIN Tba 10/ (in light blue & ul­
tramarine ) and the L 1 brown ot George VlJ 
desigmd by Hon. George Bel.law 1 an Irish­
man. The 1949 1/- U.P.U. was also des~ 
ed by Bellow. 

HOLLAND Saint Will:lhrod, who died in 739, is 
shown on the 1939 issue in values of So 
and 12-~. When 20 years of age be went to 
Ireland and spent 12 years at Abbey Ra.th­
melaigi-ident:ified 'by acne as ~llltont 
in County Louth. 

ITALY The Marconi portraits of 1938 on the 
20c, SOc and L 1.2$. Marconi' s mother was 
Irishwanan. Also the 6 values of the 
radio set of 1947--6 to So IJxe. 

LITHUANIA 
b 1936 set or 3 stamps celebrating the 

first stage of Vatikus • transatlantic 
flight from New York to Ireland. 

LUXEMBURG The Wlllibrod set of 6 released 
in 1939· See Holland above. 

MONACO The G.race Kelly'.;.Pr:l.nce Ranier set, 
released at the time of their nuptials, 
The former lf:Lss Kelly is of Irish descent. 

MONTSERRAT This British Coloey, discovered 
by- Coluxnbus, waa colonized by the Irish 
under Sir Thanas Ws.rner in 1632. Man;y of 
its stamps include the Erin and Harp de­
signs. 

Nl!}IFOUNDLAND The transat1antic air post of 
1919. The Alcock and Brawn tllght !ran 
St. Johns term:LnatiDg in Ireland. Also, 
the J printings of 1928-29,29-31,and 1931 
showing their p1ane leaving for .Ireland. 
These printings.were on the 15~ stamps. 
The Humphrey G:Ul:>ert set fr<n l to 24~ 
issued in 1933. Mr. Field believes that 
Gilbert was an Irislman but is not sure. 

SWITZERLAND The 10~ Pro Juventute of 1923, 
showing the .figure of Fridolin, who was 
born in Ireland. 
This listing will be completed in the 
Nov.-Deo. issue of The Revealer. 

No. 
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ADHITTJID TO MEMBERSHIP IN E.P.A. 
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K.D. Buchalter 
126 St. Stephen's Green,. West 
Dublin 
Ireland 
Pau1 S. Mastine 
R.F.D. 4 
Laconia, New Hampshire 
William J. Kurpb;y 
H.P.o. Finance 
Cleveland 1.31 Chio 
John Keenan 
Villa lfarla, Sallynoggin Road 
Dun Laoghaire 
County Dublin 
Ireland 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

No. 149 Mrs. IBRoy Brown 
5 Saw Mill River Road 
Hawthorne, :Rew York 

Former Address 
East View, H9w York 

-IHl-i!CLASSIFIED ADVERTISINQ-JHHt 

RATES-·MDllMUK aATE----10 'l«>HDS----$ • .3$'-­
ADD ITIONAL WORDS@ $.04 PER '1«>11> • ••••• • •••• 
DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES GIVEN ON ~UEST. 

AlilAIS AT 10UR SERVICE FOR FINER IRISH S 
Yoar patronage is appreciated. Write to: 
Perr,r Ad8".St Port lfnrr~, R.D. , Nev Jersq. 

CCEtODORE BARRY FIBS'!' DAY COVERS CANCELLED 
in Ireland @ 1!# each-unaddressed. Also a 
quantity of Irish Castle Covers, posted on 
various St. Patrick days, a.re still available. 
Write to Irish Cachet Covers-947 East 32Dd 
Street, Brook:cyu 10. New York. 

IT'S NOT IRISH BUT IT'S WORLDWIDEJ BE'lTER 
grade assortment $1.00, including c<Dll81lora­
tivas, pl.ctoriaJ.s, higher values. Frail im­
porter s, banks and other sources . Foreign 
cowrs included. Write to Thanas Bannigan,, 
Box 211, Ru.ther.tord, New Jersey. 

MITCHELL APPOINTED NEW E.P.A. SECRETARY 

Rudo1ph Hi tchell of 303 Heilig Ave. ,Sal.ia­
buey' • Borth Carolina, ha8 been a ppointed to 
f'ill out the 19!56-57, unexpired, tem of :to'l'­
uer secretar,r George Stevens. All reneval. 
of dues should be mail.ad to Hr. ltl.t;smell, 
who will take over his new duties on Sept. ]$. 

Mr. Stevens has been relll090d :rran office 
by the Board of Directors tor neglect of of 
ice. 2~ 



THE JOHN BARRY CcrmEMORATIVE 

By Neil Stack 

Wh.11e the release date, by the Irish Post Of'tice, is not definite it is be­
lieved that the John Barry commemorative will be issued at 12.0l a.m. on Monday, Sept­
ember 17th. J'.l.rat Daya o.t Issue will be at Wexford City (not at Waterford City as er­
roneously reported on page 277 or the July-Aug. issue) 1 the General. Post Office in Du­
blin and at Galway City". 

The posta.1 vignette, of single design and in val.ues of 1 shilling and 3 pence, 
will illustrate a Barry statue, the work of Wheeler Williama, tbe American sculptor. It 
represents Camnodore Barr;y, at the age of .321 attired in his naval. ulrl.f'orm, with sword in 
hand. To the right or the status is the name "John Barr.1"· The lla1IB of the State,"Eire" 
(Ireland), appears at the bottom of t.he adhesive. 

Cast in bronze at Somerville, Hassacbusetts, the statue is a gi.f't by the Un­
ited States Oovemnent to the people of Ireland. Hr. Williams based his likeness or the 
Commodore on a painting by Gilbert Charles Stuart (175'5-1828) . The statue will rise in 
Werl'ord Harbor from a granite pedistal constructed by John lla.rbeson of Ph:l 1 adelpb:ia. 

At this writing the color of the new adhesive has not been a.nnOUDCed. It 
v:Lll, hoHever, be printed on paper watermarked 11E", by Messrs. De La Rue at their Clon­
skeagh plant in Dublin. 

70UHDEa ~ 1'BB Oil'lBD STABS RA.VI' 

Barry oame from a corner of Ireland renowned tor Mlaf'ar!ng men. '!'he tra.f'tio 
aCl'Ol!IB the narrow seas to the Continent had over centuries built up a· great sea.taring tra­
dition on those coasts. Barry vas born in 1'acumshane in 174S and the penal legislation 
of the time denied him at home the ad.nnoement bis taJ.ents merl ted. I..ilm ll1al\1 other 
Irishllen of the period he had to cross the Atlantic in search of opportunity and at the 
age ol 2l be sailed as a m.qrchant shipnaeter out ot Philadelphia. It was the eve of the 
American War tor Independence that was to lq the f ou!ld&tions for a great new nation and 
by its influence, to shake the despotic monarchies ot Earope. When that struggle CClll­
menced, Barry took his part with those who .fought for libe~. In 177S be outfitted the 
first American neet. Fran that moment on, his deeds are past history. 

His achievanents helped to draw the pattern of the naval. tradition ot th9 
united States. His best actions, out of many, ware agai.nst too British ahip19 AtaJ.anta 
and Trei)assey, both ot which he captured. He was a stern disciplinarian but was popalar 
among his men. Among his enemies be gained a reputation for gall.entry and chivaJ.r;y. Re­
turning the swords ot oapt'111'8d nava1 officers, he sof'temd the bp111at1on ot surrender 
b;r saying: "Your king shou1d giw you a better ship." 

Barry died in 180.3, the year "that Robert lmet was emcuted in Dublin. Bia 
statue vJ.11 now stand ae a memorial to the tact that an Irislaan played a aubatantial 
nart in the growth of what is now "the world •a greatest Da'!l• 

288 

DUUI .... IN'S ZOO 

I'l'S SE'l'TING 

is one of the 
world's finest 

in Phoenix Park 
is beautiful 

DON'I' FORGE'l' to visit the Zoo 
when you 

COME TO DUBLIN 

GUIDES for the perfect Irish holiday 

The official local guides published by Bord 
Failte Eireann are planned to give you full 
enjoyment during your Irish H oliday . 
M odestly priced and covering all parts of 
Ireland they nrc available through any 
Irish T ourist Bureau: 

DU BLIN 14 Upr. O'Connell Street. Phone: -147 19 /10. 
NEW YORK Ireland H ouse, 33 East 50th Street. 

LONDON 71 Hegcnt Street ., W.l. 
PARIS Bureau de Tourismc Irlundais, 4 rue de C11stiglione J. 




