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THE BATTLE OF THE FOUR COURTS 1922

Its Effect on the Postal History of Ireland

F

i

When the Provisional Government of Ireland came into existence as a result of the
ratification of the Treaty it was faced not only with the problem of establishing governmen-
tal service including the post office but with an Irish Republican Army whose members in
large part opposed the treaty.

As barracks after barracks was taken over from the British forces by local units of
the I.R.A. the garrison was sometimes pro and often anti-treaty. In Dublin, the Dublin
Brigade under Commandant Oscar Traynor and the South Dublin Brigade under Commandant
Andrew macDonnell were both opposed to the treaty. Since Dublin was the seat of the Pro-
visional Government an explosive situation resulted.

On March 2nd 1922, a large shipment of arms wasg received by the I.R. A, and was
used to arm the Dublin brigades.In late March, Rory O'Connor who said that he was speak-
ing for 80 percent of the I.R.A. stated publicly that the I.R.A. would not obey the officials
of the Provisional Government.

The anti-treaty divisions of the I.R.A. held an Army Convention on April 9th,1922
and on April 13th decided to set up Military Headquarters in Dublin. It ordered the Dublin
Brigade to occupy the Four Courts, the seat of the law courts of the city. That night they
quietly entered the building and after barricading the windows with legal records, proceed-
ed to fortify their position. Rory O'Connor commanded the detachment which seized and oe
cupied the building.

(please turn to Page 379) 375
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E.P,A, OFFICERS % % %

PRESIDENT - - = = = = - - Neil Stack \\\\”
311 East 9th Street, New York 3, N.Y. SN
VICE PRESIDENT - - - - - John J. Walsh@F
101 Clinton Place, Utica 3, New York
SECRETARY-~ - -~ -- -Rudolph Mitchell ,

303 Heilig Avenue ,Salisbury, North Carolina.
TREASURER Thomas W. Riley,
714 L.ancaster Street, Marietta, Ohio.
EDITOR OF THE REVEALER-John J. Walsh
101 Clinton Place, Utica 3, New York
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER - = « John J.
Clark, 947 East 32nd Street, Brooklyn 10,N .Y
ASSOCIATION ATTORNEY- - - Lorin L..Kay,
Box 489 Richland Center, Wisc.
E.P.A. EUROPEAN DIRECTOR - - Michael
Giffney, 22 East Road, Dublin C 10, Ireland.
For Subscriptions and Back Copies of THE
REVEALER - Write to John J. Clark at the
above address.

SECRETARY'S REPORT

New Member:

#305 J. Smyth,
75 The Quay, Waterford,Ireland
{(Collects U.S, A, -Canada-So.Africa
Dealer in Ireland only)

THE STAMP OF THE IRISH

ST.DYMPNA,(9th Cent.) was the daughter
of a pagan king of Ireland. When Dympna be-
came a Christian- she could not profess her
faith openly for fear of the king.

She fled in fear from her father and landed
in Belgium, where she established herself
near an oratory of 5t. Maxtin near Gheel, not
far from Antwerp and close by a large forest.

The king pursued his daughter and arrived
at Antwerp. He still could not find his daugh-
ter until one day his search party stopped at
a local hosterky for refreshments and paid
the innkeeper with Irish money.The innkeeper
recognized the money as similar to that re-
ceived from a foreign lady living in a forest
nearby, He said that she sent him such money
to buy provisions. The king,at once,knew that
he was on the trail of his fugitive daughter.

S0,in the ninth century, a king traced his
daughter through the meédium of Irish coins.
The Royal Princess had the stamp of thelrish,
The coins, which led to her discovery, were
minted in Ireland.

Gerald O'Reilly, EPA # 264
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The July-August issue of THE REVEALER
(page 374)under First Eastward Flight states:
"Gontrary to the gencral belief of philatelists-
-no First Day cpvers were serviced at Limer-
ick, Ireland on either the westward or east-
ward flights.'" THIS SHOULD HAVE READ. .
"Contrary to the general belief of philatelists-
-no FirstDay covers were serviced at Limer-
ick, Ireland on either the westward or east-
ward flights of Aerlinte Eireann. Both the
United States Post Office and the Irish Post
Office accepted First Flight Covers to and
from Limerick. The First Flight cover from
New York to Limerick bears a back-stamp
1 May 1958, Luimneach, 2.

The reference to a Shanahan {Dublin) auc-
tion catalogue in connection with the article
by Perry Adams on "The 1932 Mollison Flight
Stamp' in July-August issue of THE
REVEALER (page 372) should have read
"March 15th,1958' rather than ''1938"

% % % CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING & % %
RATES ---MINIMUM RATE - 10 WORDS 35¢
ADDITIONAL WORDS @ $ .04 PER WORD
DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES ON REQUEST
FOR SELECT MATERIAL AND BETTER
IRISH STAMPS. Write to Perry Adams,Port
Murray, R.D.. New Jersey.

FIRST DAY COVERS - Collectors desiring
first day covers of the Tom Clarke issue
may write to IRISH CACHET COVERS, 947
East 32nd Street, Brooklyn 10, New York,
The cost per cover with the complete set of
stamps used on first day of issue is 75 cents.
FOR SALE. A photostat copy of the original
genealogical Memoir of the Family French
{(Ffrench). Compiled by John D'Alton. Begin-
ing with the arrival in Ireland with William
the Conqueror. With pedigree. 44 pages.
$ 35.00. Mrs. LeRoy Brown, Saw Mill River
Road, Hawthorne, New York,

IRELAND -- 25 different - $§ .15. 50 different
$ .60. 100 different - $5.00, New Issues-

Mint & Used sets - Singles, Approvals- state
requirements. Satisfaction and personal
service guaranteed. Write: P.J. McGowan,
1 Woodlands Ave., Stillorgan, Dublin,Ireland.
BACK NUMBERS OF THE REVEALER are
obtainable from  John J. Clarke, 947 East
32nd Street, Brooklyn 10 ,New York,
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HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES ?

The annual dues of E.P.A. are now pay-
able. Secretary Mitchell will be happy to re-
ceive them promptly It will make his work
much easier if you think to do it now.




POSTAL ESETATIONERY

0% IRELAND TO 1958

The Registered Envelopes

Registered envelopes (apart from the

stamps ) are printed by outside contractors:

i.e., Messrs, McCorquodale, of “Volverton,
Bucks, England; Messes. A.Armstrong, of
Amiens St., Dublin,Ireland.

As indicated previously, a somewhat dif-
ferent situation pertained to registered en-
velopes than to other postal stationery during
the period of transition in 1922-23, “Whereas,
British entires were used without overprint
until 1924-25, the 5 pence George V circular
embossed '"Registration Three Pence-Postage
Two Pence' with the figure '"5'" at the bottom
were specially printed in olive or emerald
green for use in Ireland. The printing of the
envelopes was done by Messrs. McCorquodale
& Co.Ltd. These were in usé during 1922-23
and appear in four sizes: Size F (31/4'"x 5
1/4"), Size G ( 3 3/4" x 6"), Size H (5" x 8" )
and Size K{ 6" x 11 1/2'"}. .

Issue of 1922-1923

#1. 5 pence emerald green F,G,H,K
(without size letter in space for
registration label)
#2. 5 pence olive green (1923) F,G
(similar to the above)
#3. 5 pence olive green (1923) ¥ ,G ,H,K
{with size letter in space for
registration label, '"Foreign and
Colonial't on back)

Sizes G, H and K were invalidated,ac-
cording to McLoughlin, after 20 August 1924
and the small size F sometime after 20 Aug-
ust and prior to the 27th December 1924,

DEFINITIVE REGISTERED ENVELOPES

The definitive registered envelopes like
their British counterpart are cotton-lined en-
velopes with end flap on which is embossed
the combined registration-postage stamp.
The basic design, which has continued to date
with the exception of the change in value and
color as postal rates increased, consists of
an oval stamp with relief harp in white in the
center. Between the harp and the inner bor-
der the background is shaded inlight horizon~
tal relief lines in white. Between the center
piece and the cuter scroll, is the Irish equiv-
alent of !''Registration Three Pence: Postape

Two-Pence; the word "Eire at the top and
the figure of walue at the bottom --all in
vrhite . :

Type V  Embossed Stamp

Issue of July 1924- 1927

The first issue of registered envelopes
with the harp design stamp appeared in 1924.
The Irish text on all four sizes (F,G,H,K)
was in mixed upper andlower case type.The
difference between upper-case Irish type
and lower-case type is best exemplified by
certain words on the envelope. The Irish
character I* is the lower-case of the upper-
case "'s". Thus the words, ''reo' and "agur'
are in lower case, while '"'seo' and ''agus"
are the upper. While the various issues can
probably be distinguished without reference
to the case type, it does help to know the
distinction. :

The first issue appeared in three dif-
ferent forms:

#4, 5d violet. Size F. No imprint of
printer underneath flap. On the
back of the envelope there is a
wide space between 'r' and 'a' of
"Clarataét' and the paragraphs
are headed jointly.

#5. 5d. violet. Sizes F,G,H,K. No¢
imprint of printe¥. The word,
"Clarataét' is closely spaced
with the paragraphs headed jointly.

#6. 5d, violet, Sizes F,G,H,K. Im-
print: "A Armstrong & Co.Ltd.
Dublin". On back,'"Cl4ratact" is
closely spaced and the paragraphs
are headed jointly. i

4 dmsmErsdald & o8 LTU, ' LN
In none of these issues was there a
space on the back of the envelope for the ad-
dress of the sender as in later issues.

Issue 0f 1939

In 1939, sizes F and G were issued in
(please turn to page 378) 377




POSTAL STATIONERY OF IRELAND (con't)
5d violet on a new printed envelope in which
the Irish text appeared in upper-case type
only.
A Armstrong & Co. Ltd" and "FEE PAID"
ig 14 1/2 mm long. On the back there is a
space for the Address of Sender; two dotted
lines in Address-space, and paragraphs are
headed separately,not jointly.

#7. 5d violet. Sizes F,G. "Fee Paid"
14 1/2 mm long.

Issues of 1942

Sometime in 1942, sizes H and K were
issued in mixed upper and lower-case type
with "Armatrong' imprint. There is a apace
on the back for the address of sender and the
paragraphs are headed separately,not jointly.

#8 5d vielet. Size H. This issue has
a large first "I'" in "Leltir"
#8a 5d violet., Size K.

Between August and December ,1942,sizes

Fand G were issued in 5d violet in upper-case

The envelopes contain the imprint of|

#10. 5 1/2d bright green,Size G
. {("Fee Paid'" 14 1/2 mm long)
#11. 5 1/2d bright green,Sizes F,G
{"Fee Paid" 17 mm long).
#lla 5 1/2d bright green,Size H
(Large first "I'" in ''Leltir'’)
#11b

5 1/2d bright green,Size K
In the late war years, a rather compli-
cated series of re-issues appeared for the

more extensively used smaller sizes F and G.

Issue of December of 1943

A rather rare issue appeared, 51/2d
bright green in 1943. This was on stout man-
ila buff paper without the usual Cotton Scrim
Lining. The letterpress on the front is sim-
ilar to Issue #9 above; on the reverse,there
are three dotted lines and smaller type in the
address-space.

#12 . 51/2d bright green. Sizes F,G

{without cotton lining)

Issues of February,1945-December , 1947

type similar to Issue #7 (above) but letter-
press entirely re-set. "FEE PAID" is 17 rnm
long rather than 14 1/2 mm. These issues of
1942 in 5d violet are somewhat strange be-
cause the postal rate on registration was in-
creased to 5 1/2 d as of 1 June 1941. The an-
swer perhaps is that these were on hand at the
" time the new 5 1/2 d bright green envelopes
were being first printed since the 5 1/2d
firast appeared in November of 1942.

#9. 5d violet. (Aug-Dec. 1942) Sizes
F,G. "FEE PAID" 17 mm long.

Issue of November 1942 - 1944

The new issue of registered envelopes
bearing the 5 1/2d stamp embossed in bright
green made its appearance in November of]
1942, The issue was in all four sizes, F & G
bearing letter-press as Issue #9 above ("FEE
PAID'" 17 mm long ,upper-case type, two dot-
ted lines in address-space); Size H {(similar
to Issue #8 above)and Size K (similar to Issue
#8a above),

In addition, size G appeared with letter-
press similar to Issue #7 abaove,''Fee Paid"
14 1/2 mm long).
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From 1945 to 1947 ,the two smaller sizes
were re-issued on envelopes again with cot-
ton scrim lining and letterpress similar to
Issue #12 above, but apparently in two differ-
ent settings of type. While these two settings
differ in numerous respects, the length of
the imprint is the criterion for distinguish-
ing between them. Setting I has the imprint
44 mm long while Setting II is 50 mm long.

#13. 5 1/2d bright green, Sizes F,G
Setting I on pale buff paper.

#13a 5 1/2d bright green. Size G
Setting I on buff granite paper.

#13b 5 1/2d bright green. Sizes F,G.
Setting I on white paper.

#14 5 1/2d bright green. Sizes F,G.
Setting II on pale buff paper.

#14a 5 1/24 bright green. Size G

Setting II on buff granite paper.

Isgue of Auﬁust, 1947

The large sizes H and K were issued a-
gain in 1947. Size H is similar to the Issue #
lla above but on white paper and the distin-
guishable large first "I'" in '"Leltir' has now

(please turn to Page 380)



BATTLE OCF THE FOUR COURTS 1922
{continued from page 375)

The next day the Republicans decided to
extend their positions and occupied.the Kil-
mainham Jail and subsequently other buildings
in the vicinity. Dublin was in a state of unrest
bordering on civil strife. The pro-treaty divis-
ions of the Army whowere stationed at Beggars
Bush Barracks, as the military arm of the
Provisional Government were not permitted to
take any action against the seizure of theFour
Courts by the I.R.A. The official position of
the Government was to avoid the use of force
in order not to precipitate a civil war. This
uncertain situation continued for three months
until the British Government began to put
pressure on the Provisional Government to
take some sort of action against the Republican
forces.

Ou June 22nd,1922, Sir Henry Wilson was
shot to death on the doorstep of his homein
London by two Irishmen, recently released
from the Army. Although the 1.R.A. was not
implicated in the murder, Lloyd Georgede-
manded that the Provisional Government take
prompt action against the Republicans in the
Four Courts at the risk of being accused of
violating the terms of the Treaty.

Meanwhile at the Four Courts a decision
was made to send a section of the I.R.A. to
the north. The soldiers needed some means of
transportation ,so a detachment was ordered to
seize sixteen cars, recently received by the
Dublin firm of Ferguson from Ulster in vio-
lation of the I.R, A, boycott on Ulster goods,

The raid was successful with the single
exception that the officer in charge was cap-
tured by the Provisional Government forces
and lodged in jail at the Beggars Bush head-
quarters. Negotiations between the Four Court
command and the government officials failed
to release the captured officer andtheI.R.A.
sent out a raiding party which seized General
J.J. O'Connell, the pro-treaty Deputy Chief
of Staff on a Dublin Street on June 27th and
lodged him as a hostage at the Four Courts
where he was treated with the utmost respect
by his former comrades, who even played
cards with him to pass the time until an ex-
change could be effected.

The Provisional Government apparently
considered this the last straw and smarting
under the loss of such a high military official,
borrowed two field guns from the British force
and at 3:40 a.m. on June 28th,1922 demanded
the surrender of the Four Courts by 4 A .M.

When the deadline passed at 4:07,the field
guns openedup from their position on the op~-
posite side of the River Liffey, The govern-
ment forces proceeded to occupy all of the I.
R.A. outposts -on the south side of the river
and the I.R.A. retaliated by taking over
Barry's Hotel and other buildings on the
north side.

The shelling continued all day without too
much effect since theProvisicnal forces were
not too familiar with the operation of the Brit-
ish guns and preferred for political reasons
not to ask any assistance from the British
officers. Their shelling improved and by Fri-
day morning,June 30th, the Four Courts
caught fire and a terrific explosion occurred
which destroyed the building and many of the
priceless documents stored there.

Although the garrison attempted to hold
out,the fire could not be checked and by noon
on Friday, the Republican force of 130 men
under Rory O Connor surrendered. O'Connor
was executed for his part in the battle.

Meanwhile, the Republicans continued to
hold out in the several hotels and other build-
ings in Sackville Street,hoping for reinforce-
ments from the South of Ireland. After the
fall of the Four Courts ,the Government force
turned their attention to the other buildings.
After eight days of fighting in Dublin,the
east side of O'Connell Street was in ruins
and the last of the anti-treaty forces was
captured or killed by 8 p.m. on July 5th.

FOUR COURTS ISSUES OF STAMPS

The Deollard Printing works ,Dublin, at
which the overprinting of the bulk of the val-
ues was being done, was on the south side of
the River Liffey on Wellington Quay. Its
plant had to be evacuated during the siegegy
Messrs Thom did their overprinting at their
Glasnevin plant whichwas some distance from
the scene of the fighting. While this fact is
usually given as the reason why Messrs.Thom
took over the overprinting of all of the Dol-
lard values in July of 1922, actually the Dol-
lard contract was terminated on Junel2 61922
without explanation (see,Kohl ,Handbuch).

Collectors are acquainted with the fact
that the former Dollard values of 1/2d,id,3d,
10d and 5/- appear overprinted by Mesgsrs.
Thom in black ink as well as the usual blue-
black (Soott Nos. 23a,24a,28a,34a,and 37a;
Gibbhona Nos. 35a, 36a,38a,43a,and 45a).

{continued on page 380) 379




BATTLE OF THE FOUR COURTS (con't)

Both Scott and Gibbons claim that these
were Thom trial printings which were sold
over the counter with the regular stock.

About the time of the fighting at the Four
Courts, the 3d value was in short supply.
William Ward who was in Dublin at the time
claimed that Thom overprinted the 3d value
in black to meet the requirements. He calls
this stamp (Scott No.28a, Gibbons No. 38a)
the "Four Courts'" ssue. Mr, Ward says
that subsequently in July, the 1/2d and 1d
values were also in short supply and the
Thom black Rialtas overprint of these values
was furnished. He further claims that the
10d and 5/- black Thoms were trial proofs
which got out into circulation.There is some
support to this contention in the fact that
neither Scott nor Gibbons prices these later
values in used condition.

An interesting footnote is the intriguing
article by Perry Adams in the January-
February, 1958 issue of THE REVEALER
{page 347) which raises the issue as to
whether a shortage in the 2d value occurred
about the same time and was filled with
Harrison 2d gverprints for coil machines
delivered in sheets instead of roils.

Robson lL.owe's Encyclopaedia lists the
1/2d,1d,3d,5d and 10d in dull grey-black as
a separate July1922 issue by Thom but notes
that these were from proof sheets.

Meredith the leading authority on Irish
overprints lists the following issue dates of
these low values:

1/2d black - end of July,1922 & blue-

black - August 23,1922

1d black-&- blue-black - July 20,1922

3d black §_t blue-black - July 11,1922

Meredith further states that Thom was
experimenting ( in July 1922 } to find a suit-
able ink to replace the black and tried out
an experimental shade of blue-black on the
1/2d,2d and 3d/ "It is thinner than the nor-
mal blue-black, in a medium tone between
black and blue-black."

Both Mrs. Coocke {'"Irish Postal History,
1935) and F.F.Freeman (Stamp Collecting,
November 11,1922) confirm that the 3d value
released in July,1922 was overprinted ''quite
clearly from a worn plate' and with ''the
thick overprint'. .

While Ward clings to the theory that the
black Thom on the 3d was a special printing,
it seems equally logical toassume that Thom
supplied whatever 3d values whether in black
380

POSTAL STATIONERY OF IRELAND(con't)
been broken off to resemble a small "i", Size
K appears similar to Issue #llb above but on
white paper.

#15. 5 1/2 bright green. Size H on
white paper.
#15a 5 1/2 bright green. Size K on

white paper.

Issue of June-September 0f 1948

Although the registration fee was in-
creased to 6 1/2d on 1 July 1948, a reissue
was made of the 5 1/2d value during the re-
mainder of the year. This issue is easily
distinguishable by the fact that the Irish
spelling is modified throughout, with the
word, "'Litir" being substituted for "Leitir',
No imprint underneath the flap.

#16. 5 1/2d bright green. Sizes F,G,
& H (not K apparently). "Litir"

uomfetanmze.
Issue of May- August, 1949

The 6 1/2d violet issue appeared in 1949
with letterpress similar to Issue #16 above.
#17. 6 1/2d violet. Sizes F,G,H,K.

Issue of 1953- 1954

With a further increase of registration
fee to 9d in 1953, a new issue appeared.
Sizes F,G,H and K with letter press simi-
lar to issue #16 above. This value was first
issued to the Postrmasters from the Stores
Branch in Dublin on the following dates: Size
F, 4 Septembe% 1953, Size G, 15 January
1954, Size H, 29 October 1953 and Size K,
30 November 1953.

#18.

9d purple. Sizes F,G,H.K

Issue of 1954-1955

An easily distinguishable re-issue of the
9d purple was made in 1954-55, The front of
the envelope is practicallyidentical tolssues

{ Concluded on Page 381)

emergency. Can any of our members resolve

this intriguing question? (J. J.. Wi}

L

or experimental blue-black it had on hand in the



POSTAL STATIONERY OF IRELAND (cont.)
Nos. 16-18 above, but the Irish "¢" replaces
the English YR'".The reverse of the envelope
has been completely re-set and has a new
wording, headed, "CUITEAMH" instead of
"Claratact'. Sizes F and G (1954), Size H
(1956) and Size K (1955).

Size K appeared ( probably sometime in
1956} in a variety similar to the above issue
except that it has a lighter impression of
letterpress and the label box is only 93¢ mm
from the central thread line, instead of the
usual 93 mm.

#19. 9d purple. Sizes F,G,H.Cliteamh

#19a 94 purple. Size K. Label-box is
90mm from central thread line.

Issue of 29 July 1957

The increase in registration fee to 1/- in

June 1956 resulted in a new issue which must
be classified as essentially a provisional is-
sue. The 1/- stamp in orange red was em-
bossed on the same stock as has been used
in the last issue. Sizes F,G, and H are simi-
lar to issue #19 above and Size K to issue #
19a. The provisional nature is established by
the fact that the printed wording on the re-
verse had to be amended by a handstamped
addition:

"THE MINIMUM REGISTRATION FEE IN
THE INLAND SERVICE IS NOW 9d.COVER-
ING COMPENSATION UP TO L 10",

All mizes had first day of issue 29 July,
1957.

{We will continue the postal stationery
articles with the postcards, letter cards and
newspaper wrappers).
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THE TOM

CLARKE

COMMEMORATIVE

By Neil Stack

A commemorative stamp honoring the
birth of Thomas J. Clarke, was released by
the Irish Post Office on July 28th, 1958.

The stamp of singular design was issued
in two denominations: a 3d. green and a 1 Sh.
3d. brown, It shows the portrait of Clarke
with "Tom Clarke'' beneath it. The upper left
and right corners of the adhesive show the
dates 1858 and 1916, while the lower left cor-
ner of the stamp shows the name of the State,
Eire, The lower ri ght corner 0Of the stamp
shows the imprint of the denomination.

Printing of this issue was done by Messrs
De I.a Rue & Co. at their plant in Clonskeagh,
Dublin. Printing was done by the recess-
process method on paper watermarked "E'.
Perforations measure 15 x 15.

First Day of Issue Cowrs were accepted
at the following Irish post offices: Dublin,
Cork, Limerick, Waterford, Galway, Dun
Laoghaire and Wexford.

TOM CLARKE

Born in 1858, Thomas J. Clarke's birth
coincided with the founding of the Irish Re-~
publican Brotherhood -~ known as the Fenian
Brotherhood -- of which he was destined to
become one of its most famous members., At
the age of 20 he was sworn into the organi-
~zation, Shortly thereafter he emigrated from
/Dungannon, County Tyrone, to America
where he became identified with Clanna Gael,
a society allied to the Irish Republican
Brotherhood. At that time Clan na Gael was
trying to draw world-wide attention to Irish
injustices by sending crews to dynamite
selected spots in England.Clarke volunteered
for one of these miasionsa in 1883. On his ar-
rival in England he and his colleagues were
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arrested and sentenced to prison. Though
subjected to the harsh penal system of the
day, Clarke emerged 15 year later from
prison undaunted in spirit and mind. His
book, '"Glimpses of an Irish Felon's Prison
Life,' gives a vivid account of his ordeal.

On his release from prison Clarke re-
turned to America. In 1908 he returned to
Ireland where he was made a member of the
Supreme Council of the Irish Republican
Brotherhood. He became one of the leaders
of the revolutionary activity which culmin-
ated in the 1916 Rising and the Proclamation
of the Irish Republic. Since Clarke was the
oldest of the leaders and had the longest ser-
vice in the revolutionary cause,he was given
the honor of becoming the first signatory of
the Proclamation.

After a week of fighting the insurgents
surrendered to the British Forces and most
of the Irish leaders, including Clarke, were
court-martialed and executed.

MOTHER MARY AIKENHEAD STAMP

A special stamp to mark the centenary of
the death of Mother Mary Aikenhead, found-
ress of the Irish Sisters of Charity, will be
issued later this year, probably in October.

Mary Aikenhead was born in Cork on 19th
January 1787 and died in Dublin on 22nd July
1858.

Feeling called to the religious life, she
was chosen by Archbishop Murray, Coadjutor
of Dublin to found a congregation of the Sis-
ters of Charity of Ireland. To prepare her-
self, she made a novitiate (1812-1815) in the
Convent of the institute of the Blessed Virgin
at Micklegate Bar,York. She there assumed
the name she kept till death, Sister Mary
Augustine, though she was always known in
the world as Mrs. Aikenhead.

On Sept. 1st, 1815, she was appointed the
Superior - General of the new Order devoted
to charitable work, chiefly hospital and res-
cue work, In 1831 overexertion and disease
shattered her health, leaving her an invalid.
She continued her work and directed her Sis-
ters in their heroic work during the plague
of 1832,

After a lon g period of trial and suffering,
she passed away in her 72nd year, leavinga
flourishing Order and a wonderful example
of Christian charity.





