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"The New Irish Commemoratives

The speclal Irish postage stamp to commem-
orate the 25th snniversary of Aer Lingus (Irish
International Airlines) was lssued on 26th June
1961l.

The stemp, which appears 1in two denomin-
ations 6d. colour blue (13 million stemps) and
ls.3d. colour green ()} million stamps) was is-
sued 1in sheets of 120 stamps. The dealgn fea-

‘ : AL _ tures the original and the latest type of alr-
craft used by the Company - a De Havilland Dragom and e Boelng Jet - as well
as a portion of the terminel bullding at Dublin Airport. The stamp bears the
name of the country - Eire and of Aer Lingus in Geello, together with the de-
nomination and the ~“a*ess %"1936-1961". The stamp is recess-printed on paper
watermarked with the letter YE". Perforations are 15 x' 15. '

First Day covers were serviced by the Controller, Philatellic Section
at the General Post Office in Dublin, and the Postmasters of Cork, Limerick,
Waterford, Gelway, Dun Leoghaire and Wexford. A special flrst day of issue
mark was impressed on all first day covers posted at the mentioned offlces.

The event commemorated 1s the twenty-fifth anniversary of the air-
line. In 1936, Aer Lingus began operations with a De Havilland Dragon, & small
five-seater plane (& picture of this original plene is reproduced on the back
page of this issue). In the design for the new stamp, this original plane is

Aboave : One of the new Aer Lingus—irish Intarnctional Airiines Boeink [ats which have been making aew records in recent months on the tromaticntic run

(please turn to page 518) 515
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PRESIDENT Nell Stack
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SECRETARY =-weme—————- Frank M. Schorn
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1716 West Alpine Ave.,3tockton,Celif,
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4 Ferrls Avenue,Utica,New York
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947 East 38nd Street, Brooklyn,N.Y.
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22 East Road, Dublin C 10, Ireland
FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS AND BACK COPIES OF
THE REVEALER. Write to John J. Clark,
at the above address. Price of back "

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

On my retirement from office, af=-
ter serving E.P.A. for four yeers, I
wish to thank ell of my fellow members
who heve helped me and given so un-
stintingly of their time end effort to
the betterment of E. P. A. I desiret
thenk all of the members who have ef-
fected closer relations of the I.P.S.G.
and E. P». A. To Mr. Thomas E. Field,
Frederick E. Dixon and Michael Leonard,
I commend them for helping +to bring
the two orgenizations into closer har-
mony and complement.

To John J. Clark, as usual, all of
us owe a debt of gratitude for his time

end dillgence 1in seeing that each of
us receives The Revesler on time.
Least we forget, Mr. Frank M.

Schorn has ably served out the unexpired
term of Dan Luby. We regret that Frank

coples 35¢ each.

SECRETARY'S  REPORT

Mary Fileld (Mrs. Thomas E.)

Willand Close,Skelmanthorpe,

Huddersfield, England
(Collects Valentines (Brit-
ish and American)

Anthony W. Deckelman

P.0. Box 22, Obernburg,

Sullivan County, New York
(Collects Switzerland,U.S.,
Australia, and 1st day
sovers)

# 349

# 350

will be uneble to continue as secretary
due to the pressure of his duties in
Uncle Sam's Post Uffice.

Last,but not least, I congratulate
Editor Welsh, on his splendid copy and
high stendards he has maintained in
publishing The Revealer. Also,I am most
appreciative of the wonderful help ex-
tended by Mr. frederick Dixon amd Wil-
liam Kane. Through their effort and re-
search The Revealer always has something
worth while to offer 1ts readers. Your
new offlcers will not be new names to E.
P.A. members. All have served 1in some

# 351 John A. Linton capacity over the years since its organ-
628 Lillien Way, ization. In retiring, I do so with the
Los Angeles 4, California thought that E.P.A.'s interests end fut-
(Collects U,S. cormemorativd {ure will be essured.
a52 Florence L. Gassler Nell Stack,President
R.F.D. 3, Box 158 July 1,1961 E.P.A. International
Troy, New York
(Coliects general forelign, R. J. SWORDS WINS ANOTHER AWARD
We are happy to report that our
U.5. ,U N ,Va‘tican City,
Ghena end Leos) member, Mr. R. 4. Swords of Vallejo,
# 353 -~James J. Welch Celifornla won the God Medal at San
61 Salisbury Street, Francisco in 1960 eand a Silver Medal
New York recently in Yountville, California for
%éziigcizl%?é. zﬁd Gieece) his Irish collection. éongratulations.
# 354 David Avison IRELAND, 110 Different Stamps includ-
7 Battery Terrace, ing 10/- top set. $ 7.00. Mint,Used.
Baldwinsville, New York Singles. Sets. Want Lists filled.
(Collects U.S. singles,plate P.J. McGOWAN. Woodlands Avenue.
4 355 Pblgckg anﬁMIS; 3ﬂy covers) Stillorgan. Dublin. Republic of
rof. Segan Macke Ireland.
University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong I ) IRELAND, PER SCOTTS.
(Collects Hong Kong & India 12,13,14 $11.00; 34 $ 2.00; 36.37.38
# o2 Patrick J. Hunt 40,00; 56,57,58 $ 12.00; 77,78.79
1008 Primos Avenue o ? ‘ it ’
6.00; 87a 6.00; 91,92 1.75
Secane, Pennsylvania 93,94 '$ 3.00; 96.97.9 ¥
(Reinstatement) 2 sV 97,98 3.00; 118,
119 ¢ 1,00; 151 Reentry § 3.00.0ther
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CANCELLATIONS OF  IRELAND

THE FIRST NUMERTCAL
by B. de Burca,

The recent article by Mr. W. Keane
on the numericel cencellations prompted
mé to look into their 1issue in more
detail. I soon realised that we were
both meking mistekes, due to the fact
that a multiple of issues were taken
under a single heading. However,I must
thank him for the very kind way in
which he has taken my criticism.

In September 1884 therewss a gen-
eral issue of Numeral Cancellors ¥ the
Irish Post O0ffice, and it 1s with this
issue only that we are now dealing.The
numbers ren from I to 45%Z,with the ex-
ception of 9, 19, end 189 Tfor obvious
reasons, though why 66 and 99 were in-
eluded iIs difficult to explain if am-
biguous numbers were to be omitted.The
whole series was mede in London.

A single hand-stamp was issued to
each post office with additions - for
large towns.Dublin wes issued with slx,
and the following towne had two each: -
Athlone, Ballina, Ballinasloe,Belfast,
Boyle, Clonmel, Cork, Galway,Kilkenny,

for Fethard
The strike is clear
about the

S5.0.
and full,
six bars on the right.

Co. Wexford.
leaving no doubt

This finishes our survey of the
first type.We have not as yet haed time
to go through all the books, but will
be done in the neer future. The inter-
esting point about this find 1s that
it is generally thought that ell the
Irish hand-stamps were made in Dublin.
It, however,seems to have been a joint
effort.For instance there 1s no record
in London
stamps, but there are examples of the
later types.On the other hand the Lon-
don types have never been recorded on
mail.

I have to thank Mr. E.C. Baker ,
Chief Archivist +to the G.P.0., London
for allowing me to have free access to
the records.

Limerick, Newry, and Waterford.

Two meip types were issued, (I)
with bars numbers I to 380, 401
to 420 and 438 to 450, with Pwenty-one
exceptions.

(2) With bars

numbers 381

to 400, 421 to 437, and 451, 452.

The exceptions in Group I are di-
vided into three subgroups :-

(A)
as follows: 4 Ardara,
15 Athboy, 112 Castleeomer, 130 Clane
S.0., 135 Cloghan, 150 Gollon 5.0.,
158 Carrigart S.0., 160 Creeslough S.
0., 164 Crossmolina, 166 Crumlin, 186
Dublin I of 6, 198 Dungloe $.0., 227
Foxford, 288 Kings Court,and 341 Mount
Talbot S.0.
(B) With bars @ > as follows: -
7 Ardrehen, - 44 Ballyjemesduff,
Castleblekeney, 131 Clara, .232 Galway
(1 of 2). A curious point about this

Subgroup 1s that three of them are in
Galway.
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COMPLETION OF THE SHANNON HYDRO-
ELECTRIC SCHEME.

By Wwilliam Kane

According to both Stanley Gibbons
and Robson Lowe's Encyclopedla of Bri-
tish Emplire Postage Stamps, the date
of issue of the Shannon Scheme stemp
was the 15th October 1930. King in his
handbook of Ireland(published in 1931)
glves the date of lssue as the 16th
October 1930.

For many years I hunted to find a
First Day of Issue cover for this par-
ticular issue, withont suscess. Every
cover I was offered all bore the can-
cellation of October 1l6th and so in my
collection 1lay a cover addressed to
one of the foremost Irish collectors
of 1930, but the cover was dated 16th
October 1930 and marked "First Day of
Issue”™ and I wes not happy with 1t.

S0, in 1958 I wrote to the Phila-
telic Section Dublin requesting infor-
mation as to the correct date of 1ssue,
and T was informed by a letter dated
18.8.58 that the "Stamp to commemorate
the completion of the Shannon Hydro-
Electrle Power Scheme was lssued on
15th October 1930". I conslidered this

(coneluded on the next page)
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SHANNON HYDRO-ELECTRIC SCHEME (con't)
the finel word on the matter until a
few weeks ago when I purchased a lot
of Irish materiel from a well known
Irish collector who had retired some
years 8go, &and in this lot I found =
cover addressed to Dunboynre, Co. Meath
and endorsed in pencil ®DAY BEFORE
ISSUE." This cover was registered and
bore three distinet hendstemps of
Sraid an Diuie A'Cliath 15. X. 30.
(Duke St, Dublin) and two (2) Shannon
Scheme stamps plus one penny Map stamp

This cover has started me think-
ing again - what is the correct dated
the issue of this particular stamp?
How many members have a First Day
cover dated 15.X.30. In ten years of

searching this is +the first cover I
found so dated and then it is stated
to be one day in advance of 1lssue.

Dublin William Kane

*¥*% CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING *%*
RATES ~e- MINIMUM RATE - 10 WORDS 35¢
ADDITIONAL WORDS AT $ .04 PER WORD.
DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES ON REQUEST

FIRST DAY COVERS, Collectors desiring

first day covers of the new Irish
commemorative stamps honoring the 25th
anniversary of Aer Lingus{(Irish Inter-
national Airlines) 64 blue and lsh.2d.
green issued in June, 1961 may write
to IRISH CACHET COVERS, 947 East 32
Street, Brooklyn 10, N.Y. Cost with
complete set on cover specially pre-
pared and serviced 85¢ each.

SLOGAN CANCELLATIONS QOF THE REPUBLIC

OF IRELAND " by F. E. Dixon. Listingall
"slogan cancels from 1922-1959. 50¢
F.E. Dixon, Rosslare EBarbour, Wexford,
Ireland.

ANNUAL DUES ARE NOW DUE. Please write

to 78-53 82nd Street, Glendale 27,N.Y.

WUNgy ¢

The New Irish Commemoratives (continued)
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AER
LINGUS

shown together with a plecture of the new Boelng Jet both in front of the air
terminel building at Dublin Airport. These new Boeing 707-048 Jjets carry 16
First Class and 101 Tourlist Class passengers,flyling at a higher maximum cruils-
ing speed (615 miles per hour) than any other commercial airliner. During the
Summer peak season these aircraft will operate two round trips per day between
Dublin and New York with stops at Shannon and Boston.

. On May 27th,1961 .8 speciael cachet in red was applied to covers which
were dispatched from New York. The cachet consisted of & double €gircle inter-
locked.The one to the right reading "25th Anniversary" and the one to the left
a shamrock framing a jet in flight surrounded with the words “Irish Inter-
national Airlines% This appeared in red. The covers were peostmarked at the
Idlewild Airport Mell Feacility on May 27th at at 8:30 P.M. and backstamped a
Baile Atha Cliath on May 28th at 5:15 a.m. machine cancel F. Those returned to
America were again backstamped at Idlewlld on May 28th at 7:30 P.M.

Covers postmarked at the United Nations bore the cachet in blue greem




* Che Revealer *

Political Labels of Ireland

September-0ctober, 1961

Supplement No.

There is a fascination and history in the postage stamp which goes
beyond its intrinsic velue.For =211 countries it has become a symbol of nation-
hood and a right to take 1lts place among the postal systems of the world.

With the introduction of the postage stamp in the nineteenth century,
it was & natural symbol to be utilized by the Society of Fenians which was
Tormed in the United States at the close of the Civil War for the purpose of
establishing an Irish Republic by force of arms. These Irish veterans of the
War Between the States as early as 1865 caused to be prepared in New York City
essays of postage stamps for the use of the Irish Republic they visuallzed.

A report of msbout that time 1s to the effect that three designs had
been produced - a value of 3¢ and 10¢ in green and blue end a 24¢ in green and
lilac. The evidence available as to the 10¢ value is inconclusive but there 1s
much stronger evidencr cs to the 3¢ and the 24¢ values.

There is alsc a 1¢ in black on green or blue paper, apparently be-
longing to the same series. It has been claimed that it was issued in connec-
tion with an abortive Fenian Raid on St. John's, New Brunswick, in 1866, but
the evidence is not convincing.

e~y ounte B

The 24¢ stamp shows in the centre a harp, surrounded by &an oval band
bearing the motto, "LIBERTAS ET NATALE . SOLUM."™ The design is filled out to
rectangular form with a frame inscribed "REPUBLIC" (at left} "OF IRELAND" (at
right "POSTAGE" (at top) "24 CENTS" (at bottom). The plan for the uprising in
Ireland never matured and these essays, of course, never were legitimately.
used in Ireland and must rank merely as forerunners of the Irish stamps.,

Sometime later in the 1890's, a curlous set of impostors appeared in
the stamp world. They are the 24#d blue and the 44 brown. These forgeries are
lithographed stamp issues of Queen Victoria's reign. These are thoucht to have
been produced in Boston. The name IRELAND was inserted in the name teblet a-~
cross the top of the design, above the Queen's head. These are definitely bo-
gus stamps and there is no evidence they were ever intended for or that they
were ever circulated in Ireland.

In 1907, the Sinn Fein party produced propaganda labels in two de-
signs which while lacking any denominations of value were intended to sym-
bolize "Irish nation-hood™ +o the world. Arthur Griffith, the founder of
Sinn Fein urged the production and use of these labels both for revenue and
propaganda purposes,

Page 5 (B-=1)



The first of these stamps was designed by Miss L. Williams, =
prominent Dublin artist and represented the large Celtic Crosgss with
the inscription EIRE in the center of the c¢ross, & shamrock leaf in
whawat ©ach corner and a Celtic Knot at either side of the foot of the Cross.
NREAl This design was later employed by Miss Williams in her proposed de-

. ‘ sign for the definitive issue in 1923 for the 3d and 10d values.

|
o D
/

The other design showed a vertical oval in the center
containing the symbolic female figure ahd harp, the four corners
containing the coats of arms of the four lrish Provinces and at
bottom a reclining grehound. The designs were engraved on wood
by Mr. W.W. Kirkwood and were lithogrephed by Whelan & Co., of
Tpper Ormonde Quay, Dubliin.

The original printings of the femsle and harp design was a three-
color issue in green, yellow and black and was perforated 1ll. The gum was
vellowish. The reprints of this design differed in color. The green of the
original printings was blue-green whereas in the reprints it is yellow-green.
The gum of the original was yellowish but in the reprints was colorless.

There seems to be some confusion as to the number of stamps in the
sheets., The original report was made in 1908 that the stamps were pgrinted in
sheets 11 x 10, and that the harp design contained two stamps printed tete
beche in each sheet. The Christian Science Monitor of December 6,917
stated: "The originals had been in sheets of ten stamps each way, the re-
printed ones were in sheets of nine stamps one way and eight the other.”

Although usuelly termed reprints the later printings were from dif-
ferent plates, easily recognized by the hound at the foot Dbeing too fat.
Varjeties found with this design include tete beche and double perforation.

A letter from Mr. W. Duffy dated January 23rd 1908 gives the pur-
pose and use of the stamps or laebels: "I enclose specimens of the two new
Sinn Fein stamps which have just been issued in Ireland, and whiech will, no
doubt, interest you as they are singularly well designed, and they are put up-
on correspondence by members of the Party known as 'Sinn Fein' together with
the ordinary revenue stamp.m

A series of postecards recently found give further information on the
use of these stamps or labels on correspondence. Xach postcard was posted in
London and contained the 3%p adhesive stemp 3in the correct location and the
label on the same side at the top left corner. In no case was the label post -
marked however. The first is dated "Friday 24 January 1908" and reads:

"Above is the Sinn Fein gtamp. I'm disappointed with it. I¥1l send
the other next time. It's far worse. The Sinn Feiners make it a rule not to
answer letters they get unless they have one of our stamps on them. They are
go cheap we think every one should use them. Please do, won't you? I must
keep our rules.... Nearest place for you to get stemp 1s 35 Upper O'Connell
S€., Please explain to others. They may think me rude or autocratic but it 1is
not my fault. The proceeds go to further the National cause & industries; to
found a paper first of all, then bank."

The next interesting card is dated "Mondey 3 February 1908" and
reads: "I was delighted to get your note this morning. I was so afraid, as
you didn't use the lrish stamp last time, that you had taken it the wrong way;
and of course I cou dn't be able to explain. I'm so sick of family rows that I
positively dread another....The 2nd supply of stamps got here, some 1600, wasd
almost exhausted when 1 went to get them 24 hours after arrivsl...."

These recentlg discovered postcards indicate that the labels were
first issued either in January 1908 or perhaps at the and of 1907; that the

Page 6 (B-2)



printer had difficulty 1in keeping pace with the orders and that the use of
these labels was almost mandatory if the person wished a reply from a perty
member.,

These stamps attalned an unprecedented popularity and the British
Government considered it necessary to Intervene and suppress their use on
correspondence. The regulations forbade the use of these labels on the front
of the envelopes 1In conjunction with the English stamps. These labels do ex-
ist attached next to the ordinary Xing Edward 2d and 1d stamps and cancelled
along with them. These escaped the notice of the postal authoritlies. These
labels reappeared during the Easter Rising in 1916 in conjunction with other
propagande labels.

“_;quffﬁf;‘ A larger stamp or label, deplcting a female figure playlng a

ags : harp with the inscription “PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT IRELAND" at the

1 top and "IMPERIAL UNION" at the bottom flanked either side by a

Pt ;bﬂ figure I and perforated 11 was believed to have been produced in

pd i, Manchester 1in 1912, The stamp appeared 1n either emersld green,

: ';j dull yellow green or dull orange, ungummed. In addition, it is

73 found in dull yellow green imperforate on thick card. This stamp

s 18 not known with postmarks and there is no evidence that it ever
_,.;~§ did or could have had any real postal significance or use.

The ¥“IMPERTAL UNION" design wes not the only one issued as pro-
paganda for the antl-Home-Rulers. Another had the 1inscription ®PATRIOTS
MATNTAIN THE UNION ' ® with the arms of the United Kingdom, on unwatermarked
paper, perf. 15x14, -nd sold at 14 each. A third cost 1s. each and had the
red hand of Ulster as the symbol with the date 1914 and the legend %FOR GOD
AND ULSTER"™ together with the neme of one of the districts, e.g. %South Bel-
fast™. '

In May 1912 the English megazine Punch had a full-page cartoon -
rarodying the then current 1d postage stamp, with Redmond standing on the
lion in place of the King's head. A Dublin photographer reduced this to
stamp size and toned his prints in variocus shades of blue on varied papers,

then perforating and gumming them!
uB
/Q_m
DUBLIN
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One 1tem which has been sold es a rebels! stamp seems to have been
only a fleg-day emblem. It 1s known as the Manchester Martyrs "stamp"
but has none of +the characteristics of a postage stamp. It was produced
by Messrs James Walker (Dublin) Ltd., a week before the ZEaster Rising in
1916. It depiets the tricolour Irish flag in green, white and orange,
whereon, 1In a shamrock frame, are three sllght portraits of the Irish
patriots, Markin, Allen and O'Brien, in the three branches of the emblem,
between which Dbranches is a harp. Below is the 1insoription *God Save
Ireland."™ The labels are not perforated and appear on both gummed and un-
gummed paper.

sy
ot

It is claimed that prior to the ZEaster Rebellion, the Sinn Fein
party maintained an ™"underground postal system" which conveyed letters
between sympathizers at a charge of 1d prepaid 1in cash but without the
use of stamps. Branches were sald to have been maintained at the party heed-
quarters in Dawson Street, at J.J. Walsh's shop in Berkley Street and at
the home of Tom Clarke. Confirmation of these reports 1is lacking, but en-
velopes survive with handstruck markings of the "Irish Republican Post®.

There 1s also a claim that at the outbreak of +the ZEaster Rebel
Page 7 (B



lion, it was decided to utlilize the Celtic Cross label as the 1d postage stamp
of the Republic and the tricolour label of the Manchester Martyrs,Allen,Larkin
and 0'Brien as the #d velue. It is also reported that a limited number of let-
ters franked with these stamps were actually conveyed by the Republican Post
during this Esster Week and were duly postmarked at the G.P.0. Dublin while it
was in the hends of the rebels. These reports ere presumably based on the ex-
istence of envelopes bearing these labels "cancelled" with genuine post office
cancellers, The more likely explanation 1s that these were perpetrated after
the event with the aid of handstamps looted during the rising.

These labels and 1916—-1‘1» GCenernl
events have profoundly i g Office,
influenced the subse- Dubln, hiadguartess of
guent philatelic his-
tory of Ireland. Theg
Celtlic Cross design
was incorporated 1into
the definitive series
of stamps; the Arms of
the Provinces became
an accepted design;and
the FEaster Rebellion

was commemorated by
the significant and
attractive "Gunman"

issue of 19241.

Tom Clarke,
who gave his 1life for
the Republic in 1916
was recently honored
with a commemorative
issue. Mr. J. J. Walsh
whose name has been
mentioned above was
destined to become the : L ! . ! fukme L
first Postmester - General of freland under the Provisional Sovernment. He did
much to establish the new postal system of Ireland and is known in America -as
the "Benjamin Franklin" of the lrish Post Office.

) e
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