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THE HARRISON COILS WITH CONTROL LETTERS

By Malcolm G. O'Reilly, E. P, A,

The British Empire edition of Stanley
Gibbons' Catalogue, the one major catalog which
lists and prices control letters (and the stamp
attached thereto) for the British typographed
values overprinted by Messrs. Dollard and Thom
for Irish use, denies the existence of control
pieces from the two overprintings made by Har-
rison and Sons for their coils. Gibbon's state-
ment reads, "The Harrison printings [sic] being
issued in rolls only, are unobtainable with
control attached.'" This statement would be cor-
rect if it were qualified to read, ''--unobtain-
able with full control attached.! for, as the

. _ s three illustrations show, the Harrison over-

s ”22,, el printings are obtairable with sufficient con-

- ‘éf * trol letters attached to readily identify the

1 oA T, ::fj control. Each is a 1 1/2d., value, two of the

N - T a -;«;m.' five-l{.ne'overprint and one of the three 1line
overprinting.

L

The logical reason for Gibbon's statement
is found in the fact (and to the best of my
knowledge it is true) that none of the Harrison
overprintings have ever appeared in other than coil form, i.e. singles or hori-
zontal and vertical multiples. The coils are manufactured from panes of 120
stamps (which have been previcusly overprinted) by splicing the panes into the
desired form to permit cutting into vertical or horizontal strips depending on
whether the coil is to be an 'end-delivery' or 'side-delivery' coil. The stamps
are joined by attaching each succeeding strip to a selvage-remnant left, 1) on
the bottom of the preceeding strip, if an end-wise coil, and 2) to the right
side of the strip, if a side-wise coil. The only exceptions to this 'rule-of-
selvage' occur, 1) in the lead stamp of a '"Delivery Top End First' coil where
the stamp is attached to the leader by a selvage-remnant from the top of the
strip; '2) in the trail stamp from a '"Delivery Lower End First'" coil where that
stamp is attached to the trailer by a selvage-remnant from the top of the strip
and 3) 1in the case of the lead stamp from a '"Delivery Left Side First" coil
where the stamp is attached to the leader with a selvage-remnant from the left
slde of the strip. As there were no ”Delivery Right Side First'" coils prepared
there is no exception for that type. (Nonme of the affixing machines, those in-
struments which necessitated the manufacture of the coils, required right-side-
first delivery.) /’”“\
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SECRETARY'S QUARTERLY REPORT
New Members:
# 391 Mrs., Helen Carroll

281 East 205 Street
New York 67, New York

John 0 M O'Brien
226 West Monument Street
Baltimore 1, Maryland

#392

#393 Gerard Brady F.A.0.I,
12 Upper Camden Street
Dublin 2, Ireland

#394 Joseph W, Fawcett

2 FEkowe St, Zulu Road
New Basford, Nottingham
Notts. England

#395 David Warren

109 Dollis Hill Lane
Cricklewood
LOndon N.W. England
William D. French

132 Priscilla Ave.,
Norfolk, Massachusetts

#396

Rev. Garner Scott Odell
425 Darst Road
Ferguson 35, Missouri

#397
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LITERATURE

Recently I received a booklet to re-
view, It is a copy of The Baile A tha
Cliath (dublin) Postal Handstamps 1922-
1962, by Neel J, Langton, EPA Member #
335. Published by O0,M, Richards 10
Esslemont Avenue, Aberdeen, Scotland,
Copies are available from the publisher
at 50¢ each plus 10¢ postage. 1 can take
orders for the same, To me this booklet
entailed a 1lot of research in order to

compile this comprehensive 11 chapter

booklet on the capital city of Ireland.
This definitive work distinguishes the
cancellations used on various forms of
mailing such as Registration, Prepaid
Bulk Mail, Customs Clearance, Telegraph
Office, Official Paid, etc., all illus-

trated on 6 pages,
ence boek for

This is a gooud refer-
collectors of first day
covers and used stationery as most of
the first issues are cancelled from
various Dublin Post offices,

Also avallable from Fred E, Dixon,
15 Terenure Road East, Rathgar, Dublin 6
Ireland is his booklet on the Blogan
Cancellations of the Republic of Ireland
1922-59. Price 2/9 by post.

In the HNovember 1962
Great Britain Philatelist, there d{is an
excellent article on "Irish Republic"
American Sponsored Fenian Essays, com-
piled by H,G. Leslie Fletcher, T.D. and
continued in the February 1963 issue.
Later in the year ,Mr, Fletcher will have
an article on the 1908 and 1916 Sinn Fan
Propaganda Labels, also in the Great
Britain Philatelist.

William P. Hickey

issue of the

Our good member, Robert D. Corless
1826 W. Indianola Ave., Phoenix 15,
Arizona has been nominated for the post
of Secretary of the American Philarelic
Society. Your support and seconding of
his nomination by our members who are
also members of the A.P.S5., will be deep-
ly appreciated., Bob 1is a well-known
phiilatelist and we are sure that he will
make a very fine Secretary,

Have you mailed in your vote on the
proposed constitutional changes? Please
de so.



THE HARRISON COILS WITH CONTROL LETTERS (continued)

From a knowledge of the position of the control letters it can be
reasoned that they can be found only on lengthwise coils. Examination of some
110 joined pairs from vertical coils shows that the width of the normal sel-
vage-remnant used for joining is approximately 3 1/4 mm and ranges from 3 to
3 1/2 mm. The measurements on the three control pieces illustrated measure ap-
proximately 4 mm. A study of the control pieces from the Dollard and the Thom
overprintings make it fairly obvious that but a few electros (as distinguished
from control letters) have the control letter in a position sufficiently close
to the Jubilee line to show, even in part, after the selvage is cut to within
4 mm of the perforation line. The measurements gilven here are an average of the
distance between the edge of the joined selvage and the middle of the perfor-
ation holes at both sides of the stamp as this was the easiest way to take
measurements from the backs of so many pairs. To illustrate the wide range that
can be found in the spacing of the control letters from the stamp, enlargements

of one contrel only 1 mm from the Jubilee line and another slightly over 4 mm
from the Jubilee line are shown

o8
YYX R X

(This is tlhe ncormal way to measure controls,that is from the top of the Control
letters to the bottom of the Jubilee line.) A listing of the electros which
have the contrel letters sufficiently close to the Jubilee line (hence the per-
foration line)} would seem, at first glance, a logical addition at this point.
However, as none of the control pieces illustrated could be identified with
electros from any Dollard and Thom overprintings having the same control letter
(presently in my collection) and as I do not have sufficient information on the
unoverprinted controls to offer any real value such a listing was dismissed as
too limited to be of sufficient value. As can be detected from the illustratioms

the two T 22 controls on the 1 1/2., five-line overprint are from different
electros.

-

N
DN,
-
N
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The single-copy control piece illustrated on the front page was lot
number 101 when the "Agnew'" collection was sold by H. R. Harmer on May 26th,
1930, It was described as follows: "June 1922, Harrison Rialtas Overprint, 1
1/2,, a ,int copy from a joined pair, with Control T 22, imperf., exceedingly
rare and unique piece." Fortunately the lot was illustrated and the accompany-
ing illustration is an enlargement from the photo-plate in the sale catalog.
(Courtesy of the Collectors' Club Library, New York, N.Y.). The other two con-
trol pieces [illustrated on the following page] are less clear having been
photohraphed from the back while in a sea of benzene; neither of the owners
wished to separate their pair. Each of these two control pairs was also sold
at auction but not described in keeping with their rarity and with their real
identity known only to the fortunate purchasers, their present owners,
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1 1/2. choecolate

HARRISON 3-LINE OVERPRINT
Control U 22 Perf.
"O'REILLY" Copy

In forty-one years there have been reported only three
in this article.
notes a new search will be made and more control pairs uncovered.

trol pieces; two of the three

50.

N.B. To those of you who follow Meredith religiously do not be
control letters
those of the Post Office letter-code which identifies the type and size

reference to the Harrison
coil,

(A follow-up article of the
pairs of the coils will appear

other hidden treasures to be found
in a coming issue,

3 - o
1 1/2d. chocolate
HARRISON 5-LINE OVERPRINT
Control T 22 Perf,
"ZERVAS' Copy

Harrison con-
Perhaps as a result of these
Let us hope

misled by his
for those to which he refers are
of the

in joined

Adrien Boutrelle, 230 Jay

Street, Brooklyn 1, New York prepared the photo reproductions for this article)

RANDOM NOTES by F.E. Dixon

In the January-February issue of
the Revealer (page 554) it was reported
that there was no special cancellation
for the September Conference of the In-

ternational Air Transport Association
held in Dublin, although there was a
cachet, Thanks to Mr. Brady that must

There was a cancellation
of the temporary type, inscribed " I A
T A MEETING DUBLIN". Yet I was assured
at the time that there was none.

Also thanks to Mr. Brady, 1 depict
a Dublin POstage Due marking of 1871 -
in the period when the Penny Postage
covered only 1/2 ounce. It was extended
to 1 ounce the following year.

Mr. Brady's third discovery is a
variant of the POsted without Late Fee

be corrected.

handstamp, used in 1958 on the Dublin-
Cork T,P.O,
Rather more difficult to draw is

this rubber stamp, which I saw for the

first time recently. My example is only
a pull on part of a telephone slip, but
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I suspect that it was used as the

franking stamp of the Convention's.
Secretariat.

The term 'precursor' covers a
great variety of items. I offer this
Dundalk handstamp as a precursor of

the Irish forms of postmark. It oc-
curs on a picture postcard of November
1911 but was applied before the stamp
was affixed.

POSTED WITHOUT |
LA

SRUORR—  © | JFSE—————




Printings of the Irish Provisional_s.

THE DOLLARD PRINTING
HOUSE, Ltp. OVERPRINTS,

Supplement No.
ppiement No 1963

12 Eire Philatelic Association July-August, 1963

DOLLARD OVERPRINTS ON LOW VALUES
Compiled by H.G. Leslie Fletcher
After the signing of the Anglo-Irish Treaty on 6th December, 1921 it was
realized that it would be some time before designs could be chosen and stamps

produced;in consequence it was decided to overprint the current British stamps
as a provisional issue.

J.J. Walshe, Postmaster General to the Provisional Government suggested
using a five line overprint in Irish characters, -

"Rialtas Sealadac na hEireann 1922" "Irish Provisional Government 1922"

Dollard Printinghouse, Dublin, Ltd. were allocated the overprinting of,,
1/2d; 1d; 2 1/2d; 3d; 4d; 5d; 9d; 10d in the low values.

First Setting

It has been assumed by many writers that the plate of the First Setting
was laid down as a complete plate from a single matrix, substantiating this
from the facts that all the overprints are exactly alike and the overprints
appear to be in perfect alignment.

On closer examination of large blocks and other material it can now be
definitely stated that the plate was made up of 16 stereos of 15 overprints
3 x 5., These cliches of 15 were apparently made from a single matrix and were
joined together wvery carefully. However, on the examination of large blocks
it is apparent that the overprints were not quite in alignment horizontally,
also the overprints are spaced 5 3/4 mm. horizontally in the cliches, but this
varies between 4 3/4 to 5 1/4. A printing cliche of 15, 3 x 5 is known to ex-
ist. A block of 2 1/2d with red overprint with mixed settings 1 and 3, show-
ing the misplaced junction of 4 cliches is also known to exist.

Second Setting

The type was originally set up on a monotype machine in five rows of
three overprints, 3 x 5; from this a matrix was taken and stereos made. 16
stereos were locked together in four rows of four to make a complete printing
plate. However well these were fastened together, especially after use, the
- stereos were not in complete alignment with each other so that you get pairs
out of alignment between stereos.

Third Setting

The plate was made the same as for the Second Setting, wusing 16 stereos
of 15, 3 x 5; similarly there are the same out of alignment pairs at the junc-
tion of the stereos.

page 45 (E-1)




SETTINGS OF THE DOLLARD OVERP RINT

First Setting

Enskoap atoap Ruateap
Beatavad Sratavad  Seatavad
na na na
hlipossa  Népeann hnwane
1922 1032 1G22
Reatcay fateay Rialcap
Seslsvad Healavad Beatavad
na na na
nfipoaw Néyeann  Mhpeans
922 1922 1932
alcap Rialzap matcar
Ssalavad Baastavad Seatavad
na na na
hémeann hbpeann hbipsann
1922 1022 g2
Ralcap Rialcap fhatcay
Ssatavald Bastlavad Geatavad
na LI na
Whipeann  hbipsann  nRbipeamn
022 19322 2z
Muatcar riatcay Miatcap
Bsslavad Ssartavad Ssatavad
na na na
hépeann  hémpeanns  héyeann
1023 1gaz 1932

Risltas 12mm long,

r{s) to right of
final A of Sesladac,

Sealadac¢ 15mm long.
1l above centre of
n of na,

hEireann 14% mm long.
1 centrally over 1
of 1922,

na 34mm long.
1922 64+ mm long.
antlque numerals,
9 long teil
no stop.

Overprints spaced 5
3/4 mm horlzontally
from final ¢ on left
to 8 of Sealadac on
right,

Overprints spaced 7
3/4 rm vertically,
from below 1 of date
to 1 of hElreann,.
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Second Setting

Third Setting

latters,

Malcap thaltap  Tualeap Taleap Raalcap  TRANEAp
Seatavad Bealavad Ssatapad Seitansd Svalavad  Sestanad
na na na A na na
népesnn  NOpeann  hbipesns wlhpearn nhpaow hépeans
1923 19a2 1632 1922 1923 1922
ialcay fuatcar Ralopyr aloap Rualuby ualeay
Ssalavad Seatavaé Ssatavad Sealatad Sestived Seatauad
na na na na na ak
wéieann héypwann  héipeann némpsann héipaana héipeann

- 1922 1932 1922 1922 1932 1942
fualcay fhatcay fhatlcay alcap Malcar RusAzapy
Beatavad Sestavad Beatavad Ssatavals Ssatavad Ssalavad
na LT Y na na na nh
hépoann Népeann  hdreann héipesnn hhipsans hépeann
1922 1922 1932 1942 1923 1922
faalcar alcap fualcap Malar Rialoar Riatcap
Soatanad Sealavad Ssalavad Seatapad Ssatavad Sealavad
nh nh na nk na nh
nbpeann Bigsann  hfpeans néipmann  héipsann  héipeans
1022 1923 1922 1923 1922 1022
fhatoap fualap fualzap fhatcar fualcap Thatcay.
Beatavad Seatavad  Seatsvad Ssalabac Sealavad Seslavad
L T Y L " na na na na
Sbynansy Nlpssnn  néricann ndipsann  hépeann  hiédypeann
s 190 1928 1zl T2 L

{ r/A r/A r/a r/A
1/na 1/ne 1/na l/na | 1/na
1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1
raised ¢ Ralsedc
r/A r/A
1/na 1/na
1/1
r/A
1/na 1/na 1/na 1/ns
in/1 1/1 in/na 1/1 1/1
r/A r/A r/A r/A
_ 1/na 1/na
1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1
r/A r/A r/A
1/na 1/na 1/na
1/1 1/1
r/A (R/Se) - vertical of r(s) of Rialtas directly
over final A of Sealadac
1/na - 1 of Sealadac above right leg of n of na, -
1/1 - 1 of hEireann directly above 1 of 1922,
Raised ¢ -~ filnal ¢ of Sealadac ralsed above other




"Proofs'" without and with rubber stamp and initials.

It is very doubtful whether these are true proofs taken
before overprinting the stamps, they are rather considered
to be philatelic proofs produced for a Dublin dealer with the
connivance of Dollards.,

Two types of rubber stamps are known:

Type 1, Large - Frame 20mm x 22mm
Lettering 2mm high

Type 2, Small - Frame 20mm x 21mm
Lettering lmm high

Proofs seen: : ’
Black - Setting 1 with rubber stamp type 1, initialled B.J.B.
2 without stamp or initials.
Red- Setting 1 with rubber stamp type 1, initialled B.J.B.
" " "t on , not initialled
, initialled B.J.B.
, initialled B.J.B.
, initialled B.J.B.
, ,» not initialled.
Large blocks with mixed settings 1 and 3 in red with rubber stamps type 1,
with and without initials have been seen.

1] fr " "
1t T 1" "
1 1 1! "

WWw KN
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Varieties of Dollard Overprints

from Setting 1, known used 29th March 1922.
overprint misplaced, S of Sealadac on margin.
from Setting 2, known used 28th August 1922,
overprint fainter, misplaced on one sheet.
known used 26th April 1922,

1/2d., Overprint inverted

1ld. Overprint inverted

1d, Overprint double
ld. Watermark inverted
Bad alignment - between stereos, especially Settings 2 and 3,
Broken letters - occurs in many places in all three Settings.
Misplaced overprints to right, left or up and down.

Overprint Missing

One sheet is known with the overprint so misplaced downwards that the
overprint is missing on the top row of 12 stamps and in consequence occurs in
the gutter margin. The sheet is known to be oil stained on the right side..

Control R 21 imperf., British Plate 72: Setting 1.

Mixed Settings

In case of wear the damaged section was removed and replaced by new ones;
examples are known of mixed settings 1 and 3 in red.

Dated copies showing the varieties would help in ascertaining the date
the plate was first used,

Proof in dark blue of First Setting

A block of 24, 12 x 2, the two top rows of the First Setting has been
seen,
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ALTA Rialoar aLear Tuaitar
s‘:“uozé Seatavat Seatavat  Sealavad N
na na na na f ‘; - \ IT:\P‘L“
h"iﬂoann nRépeann  héipesnn  héipsans IR S N .
e T K e t'{ pe SN
LA )y \ :»‘.r i
Rial marcar . Taltar Miatcar ' N
bo:..‘::e Sealavaé Sealavat  Sealavad : )
-y nérpe néimeann  hépsann STORES DEPT, Q.P.O,
ndipsann OANR reAnn
ahea forn s fros ALPBORQUGH HOUBE. DURLIN

Mr. W.N.Jeffries was the officer in charge of the Stamp and Postal Order
Section of the Stores Department and this is an example of a definite Proof
submitted for approval by Dollards before printing.

Second Setting

A half sheet of '"Proofs' has been seen, signed, - "Genuine Proofs/For
Dollard, Printinghouse, Dublin, Ltd. /B.J.Brennan/ Manager/ June 14" 1922"

Whether these were proofs taken from the plate before overprinting the
stamps, the usual reason for taking a proof,and so giving the date the Second
Setting was prepared; or whether they are proofs taken for philatelic reasons
at a later date after overprin ting it is not possible for me to say at present

Dated copies of stamps showing the varieties common to Setting 2 would
help to fix the date.

""Trial" overprint in Red on 1/2d.

A trial overprint was made in Red from Setting 2 on the 1/2d. It occurs
without and with the rubber stamp, type 1, not initialled,

A control block of 6 is known, S 22 imperf, British Plate 68, with rub-
ber stamp, type 1, no initials.

These are now thought to be in the nature of proofs,possibly in the same
category as the previous proofe with and without rubber stamps and initials,

Fake overprints ‘
Fake inverted overprints have been seen on 1/2d; 1d;2d(Bogus); 4d;9d;1/-

Specimen Stamps

Stamps overprinted in black from Setting 1 have been seen with SPECIMEN
in black at top. Specimen small sans serif letters, slope right: 10 1/2ym
long, 1 1/2mm tall, apparently handstamped and smudged, onm - 1/2d; 1d;2 1/2d
3d; 4d; 5d; 9d; 10d.

Rubber Hand Stamp

A rubber hand stamp,similar in design to the Dollard overprints was sup-
plied to various Government Offices for overprinting the remainder of British

stamps they had in stock. They are mainly used for Fiscal and Customs Duties.
A 2d Die 1 is known with overprint in violet, very carelessly done,

Galway, the capital of Weatern Ireland,
is an important tourist centre both for
ita own attractions and as the doorway
to the famous scenic areas of the West.
Here on the fringe of the Connemara
Gaeltacht (where the ancient language
and customs of Ireland are still preserved)
the English-speaking world meets the
older, native culture of the Gael, Galwa
is a progessive business centre, wi
numerous relics of her medieval heyday,
when this “Citie of the Tribes ” was one
of the most important ports in these
istands and her merchant princes carried
on an extensive trade with Spain.
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Limerick is one of Ireland® oldest
cities, standing on the site of apn im-
ortant ford of ancient times, where the
hannon River becomes tidal. It is an
imsortant transport and industrial centre,
and has of late years gained considerable
importance from its proximity to the
Shannon Hydro-Electric Power Station
at Ardnacrusha apnd Shannon Airport at
Rineanns.

The history of Limerick dates from
about the middle of the ninth century,
when the Danes used {t as a base to
lunder the hinterland, untjl Brian Boru

sacked the town a century and a
half Yater and drove out the invaders,

Cork is situated at the head of the
tidal waters of the river Lee. The river
in early times divided into numerous
channels, most of which are now built
over, leaving two main channels—the
North and South Channels, crossed by
many bridges—and a few quite, pic+
turesque backwaters, The city has lon
since crept up the hills on both sides o%
the river, but the oldest part ia satill
known as the * Marsh.” Cork originally

ew up around the Monastic school
ounded by St Finbarr in the sixth cen-
tury and passed in turn into the hands of
the Norsemen and Anglo-Normans.



