éire

Philacelic
A JATIO

Che R

7,

%,

Towaaep it & 14

Y]
NV tpecializing in Ireland

Vol. XIV No. 3 ﬁIRE PEILATELIC ASSOCIATICON January-March, 1964
(International)
Issued Quarterly John J, Walsh, Fditor

ST. PATRICK )

Ireland's National Patron

March 17th 18 to every Irishman, wherever he may be
throughout the world, the day on which his thoughts turn
home to Ireland - the land of his birth or ancestry,

Among the traditions observed is the wearing of the
shamrock, a trefoil enshrined in the memory of the Irish
from the days of the failth of thelr fathers - a faith
eatablished 1n 432 when St, Patrick planted 1ts roots
on the hill of Tara,

By pointing to the shamrock, S3t. Patrick convinced
the people of the beauty of the Falth by demonstrating
in 1t the mystery of the supernatural Christlian doctrine
of the Trinlty. The name Shamrock 18 angliclzed from
R "Seamrog'" which means tréféil (three-leaved), a plant
found in the molst woodlands of Eire. .

St, Patrick and the shamrock have long been prominent in the postage
stamps of Ireland, The high wvalues depict St, Patrick extending his blessing
over the Pascal fire which he enkindled in defilance of the pagan laws.

Our own President, Mr. F, E. Dlxon in Stamp Collecting &or March 17th,
1961 wrote an excellent article on the "Shamrocks of Ireland" pointing out
the widespread use of the shamrock on the fiscal stamps of Ireland and said
that the shamrock was '"prominent on the Fenian essays of the 1860s for the
'Republi% of Ireland! and on all the stock designs used by 'Elre' from 1922
to date,

The shamrock was also used by the Irish International Alrlines In 1960
in a cachet used in comnnectlon with the establishment of theilr transatlantic
Shamrock Jet service and on May 27th, 1961 for the 25th annlversary flight,

The harp was the favorite instrument of the old Irlish poets and 1t has
become one of the emblems of Ireland, 1like the shemrock. It has often been
used 1n connectlon with Irish coinage and fiscal stamps eand was the sub]ject
of sn interesting article by F., W. Mepedith, entitled, "The Harp, the Spirit
.of Song, and the Governor-General's Frank", in Philatelic Magazine for Decem-
ber 15th, 1923, ‘ )

"9
dsay 37,19P

Shamrock Jet Borvice cachsis
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MESBAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

My stamp collection and the Irlah
Fres State came into Dbeling st about
the same time, but 1t was only when I
settled 4in Irsland 16 years later
that I took mueh Intersst in Irish
stamps. Then they were unfashlonsble
end 1t 1s still interesting to wonder
why. My view 1z that too much had been
published about the overprints,sc that:
collectors were scared by the diffl-
cultles and compllcations, The wnaiw
tractivensss of the definitlves and
early commemoratives was snother fec-
tor,

In the laat few years thse saltua-
tion has changed and deslers are now
ragretting they d4did not lay 1in stocks
of irish when they could. Some of the

cradit must go to the Post OCffice,
both for 1lssulng some weoll desligned
and well printed series, and for

cogsing to sell obsolete 1lssues, The
prospects are further I1mproved by the
establishment of the new Deslgn Com-
mittee and by the acquisition of mod-
srn photogravure printing plant,

The revival of interest has al=-
.80 been largely assisted by the ef-
forts of the ©.P.,A, to bring together
the collectors of Irish stemps and
exchange thelr stogcks of knowledgs.
Work on similar lines Dy other groups
in Bire and the United Kingdom Dbegan
578

more recently, and one of my first
oebjscts as Presldent willl be to en-
courage the friendly spirlt already

existing and Dbring
manent links,

My own collecting interests are
diverse, and I shall be happy to en-~
gage in corre spondence on Revenue as
well ag Poatage Btamps, c¢encellationa
of all perlods, and all £&ypes of
handstruck markings from the 1660s
onwards., I am often =ssked how to
start ocollescting some apeclal lins,
and am requested to recommend some
fleld for ressarch, My advice 1s us-
ually to ceollect what you can fing
and then study it, sand compare notes
with other philatelista,. I have been

about more perw

privileged to learn from gevaral
grest collectors: Postal Stationery
from the 1late O0,P, Kennedy; Postal

History from Dr, Stafford Johnson;
eand much in many flelds from T.,%=,
Fleld, So far my c¢orrespordents 1in
the U.5.A. have been few, but I look
forward to findlng many mors.

In elseting me as your
dent I feel that 3you have
8ll the enthusiasts
of the Atlantle, and ¥ shell 4do all
in my power to ensure thet your con-
fildence in us i3 not misplaced,

Dublin
12th November 1963

Presi-
honouréd
on this aide

F.E, Dlxon

IRISH WHITE CROSS LABELS

Qur charter member,Mr, Willlem P.
Hickey reports that he has a rare set
of Political Labels,known as the Irish
White Cropsa, They were 1ssued by an
Irish charitable organizetlon working
with the Amesricsn Committee for Relief
in Ireland to wounded soldlers of the
I.R.,A., This was in 1920-21, during the
war of the Black & Tans.

My, Hickey states that the Come
mittee 1lssused & report that only B bB2-
15«3 was raissd by such ssles, And, 1if
they were sold for only 1/24 each this
would represent only 12,603 sold, thus
making them s scarce set,

Fred Dixon's BRandom Notes for
July 1963 contained the following ref-
arencsed to the IRISH WHITE CROSS:

"] find that the Irish White
Crcas, founded 1in 1920 to relleve dlsa-
treas caused by the 'Black & Tans',had
& subslidiary which survived until 1935,
1t wes the Children's Hellef Assccia-
tlon and 1t dlstributed over & 150,000
to asslst in the maintenance and wel~
fare of over 1100 ¢hildren, There 1s
no evidence thet the ‘tatamps’ wsre
gold after the 1Initial peried 1920~
1922."



NEW ISSUE

AN CHROIS
y DIEARG
b 15631963

4+

The specinl Irish postage stamp
to commemorate the centenary of the
founding of the Red Cross was issusd
on Monday, 2nd December, 1963,

The stamp which was In two dsnom-
inetions, 4d. colours greay and red
{25 million), end 1s8,3d, colours green,
grey and red ( 1 & 3{4 million ) was
mgde up 4in sheets of 120 stemps, The
design by Petser Wildbur featurss the
Red Cross Centenery Emblem; a lighted
lamp and & red crosgs, The stamp also
includes the words 4an Chrols Dhearg
and the dates 1B863~1963, the denomin-
ation and the nems of the State, It
was printed Dy the photegravure pro-
ce88 on papéer watemmarked with the let-
ter "E", Perforations 15 x 15,

Flret Day covers, serviced by the
Controller, Fhilatelic Section, general
Post Office, Dublin 1 and by the Post-
mesters of Cork, Dun Laoghaire, Galway,
Lirerick, Waterford a nd Wexford were
lmpressed by a special flrst day of 1s-
sus mark, ‘

The real founder of the Red Cpross
was Yean Henri Dunent, a Swiss cltigen.
Touring Ttaly in 18859, he witnessed
the bleody battle of Solferino between
Frence and Austrls where 40,000 dead
and wounded soldlers dotted the battle-
fleld., He organized local rasidents to
help him in his work of mercy.

In 1862, he volced the plea that
socletles of wvolunteers bs formed in
all civilized countrises, ‘'whp in time

of war would glve hslp to the wounded
witlout regard for theilr nationality.!
On Ocgtober 26, 1863, at & mestlng
in Geneva, the symbol of a 1red . cross
on a white Dackground was chosen and
in August 1864, the Intemational Rsd
Coss_Treaty was drafted at Geneva,

L3

RAMDOM RQTES by F. T. Dlxon
HELICOPTER MAIL, The new mumber of the
Cinderella Philatelist 1llustrated a
14 Ipish overprintsd "FIRST HELICOPTER
MAIL 1957" seen elso on other low val-
ues. Does anyone know the culprit, or
whether +there was sany corresponding
helicopter flight?
HORSE BHOW, The ¢ancellation 4is simil-
lar to that of 1961 & 62, the Jlmm
diameter "akeleton! with MHORSE SHOWY
at top end "DUBLIN" at foot. There arse
minor differences: 3 is from a very
amall fount and the B and W in DUBLIY
are smaller than last year, Reglstra-
tion label 43 ggain Inseribed by pen.
OVERPRINTED UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE,
Iists of known overprinted non-postal
stamps ({(notably that by J.J.Walsh)
include 8%d TUnemployment Insurance.
¥ow I find that there are two. The
aarlier 18 & provispional, the wvalue
belng in black on rsd printing of the
ship design with corner panels void,
On this the overprint differs from
that on other stamps. It roads
RIALTAS SEBEALADAC NA hEIREARN in four
lines but the wide space (6mm) 1is
between the 2nd and 3rd Iinstead of
l1st and 2nd as 1s normsl 1in this
fiscal overprint. Tue later 24d 1is
the definitive design in orange with
value Iin flgures at centre spd in
words at Ioot. My example of this has
the three lines SAORSTAT EIREANN 1922.
1935 HIGH VALUES, '"Pyndem" has tipped
the overprints on the Waterlow 2/6,
6/« smd 10/-, esserting that they are
now wanted in Ireland, I sm sceptical
and would edvise speculators to pre-
fer the ALir Mail set, Thomas Hoorse,
Marian Yesr and 8t, Fatricks.
1963 REURCPA. The quallty of engraving
18 not as good ms 1t ought to be, the
llnes veing much coarser than 1n the
artist's drewing deplicted Iin the pub-
licity photo, On the 64 there 1ls =&
serious weakness of the top framse
line st right whereas on 1/3 top guilde
line projects very slightly to the
left. Gulde dots are lower than usual,
The first plats variety seen is sn ap-
parent re-entry of 1/3, pane 1B,Row 9,
No.2, It shows best in the doubling of
the background mesh, especially at up-
per left,
FREEDOM FROM HUNGER, These stamps are
no longer on sele, the last sales from
the philalelic counter being on 2lst
September, FPor some weeks the only 4d
sheets on sale there were from Pane 2,
(continued next pege) .
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DESIGN COMMITTEE, On 3rd October.it
was announced that the Minister for
Posts and Telegraphs has set up & come
mittee to advise him regarding new de-
signs for definitive stamp series and
special commemoratives, Moat of the
members are dlstinguished artists, but
there are two representatives of the
world of phllately. One 1is Mr, Robson,
Lowe and the other 1s Mr, J,A.Scannell
Asslstant S¢cretary of the Department,
and an enthuslastic collector of Port-
ugal and 6f Australla George V. He has
long been a member of the <rish Phila-
tellc Soclety.

CORRECTIONS TO LAST SUPPLEMENT

Your editor hes noted a very def-
inite werror in 1listing the envelope
flapa and Mr. Dixon has noted a few
addlticonsl metters which should be
corrected before we forget the matter, |
The following are the changes as sug-
gested:

"l, Designs 2 and 3 on page 50
should be interchanged., (flap designs)

"2. a footnote is desirable to
explain that desligns 7 & 9 differ only
in the dot at the corner of the latter

"3, I am not happy sbout someof
the dating of the reglstratlon envel-~
opes, I think that RE~4 18 definite-~
ly 1924,Ri~5 probably 1926 & RE=-7 1927
RE=10 1is 1945,RE 13a 1946 and 1 feel
that the rest of the 1945-47 group
should be split, but am a little doubt-
ful,

"4, Remarks on IC-6 and LC-8
should include hyphen in LITIR-CARTA.

"5, The remarks at the foot of p,
55 are not quite fair to the printers
suggesting that they mede a mistake
between s and r, The facts are that
the 5 1s vupper-case and the r the
lower-case of the same Gaeliec fount.

Mr, Dixon also suggests that we
should 1include mention of Postal
Statlonery Stamped to Order and we do
so _herewlth:

POSTAL STATIONERY STAMPED#TO+#0RDER

All types of postal statlonery can
be stamped for payment of a small fee,
under certain conditions, and this has

been armanged by may Irish firms, The
printing has always been done in the
same colour as the post office 1issues

of the time, but not always by the same
process, Our knowledge of what has been
1ssued 1s scanty, and the 1list below
does not clalm to be complete and no
attempt 1s made to asslgn dates,

1, fnvelopes, 1/24 {(I), 1.4 (VII), 1

2, Postcards, Including for
prinfed Papér rate.

1/24 (I) embossed
pographed.

1d (VII) and 1 1/24

embossed and typographed.

those
and (IV) ty-

(VI) both

2d. (II) embossed.

4d (II) blue-green embossed,

1/2a (I)+ 1 1/2d (Vi) reply
pald, both embossed,

1 1/2a (VI)<4 24 (II) reply

pald, both embossed.

3. Wrappers.
155& (I) embossed and (IV) typo-
grephed,

14 (VII) embossed,

1 1/24 (VI) typographed,
4, Parcels labels for parcelas of 1lit-
erature for the Liind.

1ld (V 8d.

Rebenue Stamps
€. BANKRUPTCY, IRELAND (1873)
Overprinted at base on the unap-
proprlated dies, "BANKRUPTCY,IRELAND"
In colored block letters. Typographed
in color on white wove paper; perf. 14,
Watermark - V.R. in block letters,
l. 5/- green, valus in mauve
2, 10/- green, value in carmine
Watermark - balances
3., L1l 1lilac, value in black
4, L. 2 1ilac, value in dull blue
o, L' 5 11lac, value in green
(1882) Same as above, Perf. 14. Weter-
mark - V,R. 1n script letters

6. 5/« grsen, value in mauve
7. 10/- green, value in carmine
Watermark - two orbs
8, L1 l1lac, value in black
9, L 2 1l1lac, walue in dull blue
10. L. 5 1lilac, value in green

D, CHANCERY FPEE FUND, IRELAND (1B8&7)
Embossed designs, differing for
each value, but bearing the title,
"Chancery Fee Fund, Ireland".
Embossed in color on white wove
paper; imperforate, Watermark: V.R.
double lined.
1, 1p
2. 6/2
3. L 3 rose
4, L. 5 rose
On azure tinted paper: 5. lp. rose
(1867) Same designs on white wove

paper; perf, 12 1/2. Wmk. as above

rose
rose

6. lp. rose
7. 6/2 rose

(To be continued)
A

IRISH CACHET COVERS
947 East 32,  Streét
Brookliyn 10, N.Y,.

AER

1/24 (VIy 2d, (II} all embossed,
5978 ’

LINGUS



Irish Inverted Overprints.

SUPPLEMENT No. 14 EIRE PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION Janisry-February,1964

The inverted overprints which appeared in the year 1922 have been the sub-
ject of much discussion and debate in the philatelic press. With the exception
of the 2d Thom (Die I and II) inverted overprints im blue-black, the genuine-
ness of the inverted overprints which appeared is generally accepted.

Unfortunately, numerous forgeries early appeared which confused many col-
lectors and placed the whole series under suspicion for some time. Considering
the pressure under which both the printers and the Provisional Government
worked to issue the first overprints, it is remarkable that only a few errors
actually appeared,.

The desire of the Postmaster-General, Mr. J. J. Walsh to prevent any ex-
ploitation of the new stamps 1s no better illustrated than by his promptness
in ordering removed and destroyed any imperfect stamps found in stock.

It is the purpose of this compilation to gather together in one place all
of the material on the inverted overprints which appeared at the time in the
philatelic press and leave to the reader the task of deciding for him-
self the genuineness of these inverts, especially the Thom blue-blacks.

2d THOM BLACK (Die I)

The first inverted error reported was the 2d Thom (Die 1)
din black which originated in Cork. (See illustration to the
fleft, #311, Bedford Sale, 1948)

Mrs. Charlotte J. Cooke, in her "The Irish Inverted Over-
prints'" mentions that its discovery was first noted in Stamp
watidCollecting, March 4, 1922, and in The Philatelic Magazine, of

"é~PmIch 11, 1922,

z Mr, J, Stafford Johnson, the well-known Irish philatelist
3 eave the most complete history of this find in the December,
1922 issue of Stanley Gibbons Monthly Circular (pp.l114-115):

"A friend of mine, Mr. McCathy Morragh, having occasion
to post two letters on 17th February, ( day of issue of the
m overprints - ed.) bought two stamps at the Grand Parade Post
Office, Cork. Noticing that the.stamps tendered him were 'upside down', he
asked if there were any more. He was given a few more, including the control
number (S5 22 Imperforate). The assistant further said she had another complete
sheet "upside down' and of this he bought the whole lower pane of one hundred
and twenty stamps (Control S 22 Imperf.). On one of these sheets, apparently,
many ﬂf the stamps showed the overprint very definitely misplaced towards the
left." + + +

_ "On the 18th February, a well-known philatelist, Mr. W.E. Stears,
while going through the correspeondence in his office noticed a letter from

-Cork bearing a 2d. (Die I) stamp with inverted overprint, This stamp had the
overprint much displaced as in some of Mr. Morragh's copies. Mr, Stears at
once wrote down to the Cork firm to get him as many copies as they could,
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Eventually he succeeded in obtaining about twenty mint and one used-~all show-
ing the misplaced overprint.Mr., Stears has shown me the correspondence he had

on the matter, which proves that his copies were procured in the ‘ordinary way
at the Cork Post Office.'

Item #311 of the Bedford- Hopkins Sale of
December 15th, 1948: 2d. die I, wvariety overprint
inverted, mint unmounted block with pane margin at-
tached. With R.P.S. certificate. Cat %20 (see Photo
Plate IIT).

Ttem # 456 of the Marquess of Bute Sale (in-~
correctly illustrated as #451: 2d. orange Die I,
error overpriant inverted, a control block (3x2)
with control ''S822", imperf, margin. (See Photo)
Valuation %20,

Item # 455 of the Marquess of Bute Sale:-
2d, orange Die I, error overprint inverted, a mint
pane of 120, very slightly creased. Cat. E575.
Valuation £ 150.

2d THOM BLACK (Die II)

The Thom black 2d (Die II) dinverted overprint apparently originated in
Enniscorthy, County Wexford,

It was reported in Stamp Collecting on June 10th, 1922 (page 248) by G.
J.J. Dublin that: '"Some 2d Irish Provisional stamps on pieces received by me
from an Tnsurance Company included an inverted overprint on Die IT posted at
Enniscorthy (obviously not by a philatelist) on May 19th, so it is evident
that at least a sheet of Die II with inverted overprint has escaped the vig-
ilance of the P.0Q. officials."

Mr. W. Ward writing in the Freeman's Journal of January 2, 1923 (re-
printed in Stamp Collecting of March 17th 1923, page 609) gives further in-
teresting details of this stamp:

"Another error was discovered at Matlock, Derbyshire, England, contem-
porary with finds of the same stamp [the die II of the 2d value] at Dublin,
all postmarked from Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford. The English find was a romance
and a singular coincidence that an English collector walking down a Matlock
street should 'spot' an envelope bearing one of the then 'mew' stamps lying
in the gutter - and on examination discover that the overprint was inverted.
The envelope had evidently been cast aside by some agricultural labourer who
had received a letter from home in Co. Wexford. Others were found among in-
surance correspondence, but as at least 240 (the number of stamps in a sheet)
must exist, there are many yet to be accounted for."

Mrs. Cooke reported in her pamphlet on the inverted overprints that a
number of copies are known postmarked Enniscorthy including the date of
February 17th, 1922,

Item #457 of the Marquess of Bute Sale lists the following: 2d. orange
Die TI, a similar mint pane of 120, control 'S 22" (perf.). Cat. % 840. Vval-
uation ¥ 250.
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1/2d DOLLARD INVERT

The 1/2d Dollard invert had a somewhat dubious ori-
gin and remained under suspicion for some time. Mrs.
Cooke says that it was first reported on April 1,1922 in
Stamp Collecting by an advertisement from a Birmingham
dealer who received a portion of a sheet from a Dublin
agent.

Mr. W. Ward writing in Stamp Collecting for March
17th 1923 said:

"The next error we have record of is that three
sheets of the 1/2d Dollard overprint were discovered in a Dublin post office.
Getting to the ears of Mr. Walsh, orders were given that they had to be with-
drawn from sale and destroyed, but already one sheet had been sold to a col-
lector, who in turn sold half of it to an English dealer, kept a small cr ner
block for his own collection, and disposed of the balance to a Dublin, firm."

The Irish Philatelic Club inquired of the Postmaster General about the
inverted overprints and on July 26th, 1923 received the following official
reply, which established the legitimacy of the 1/2d inverted error:

""A Chara - With reference to your letter of the 2d inst., I have to in-
form you that the only stamps with inverted overprints which the Post Office
is aware of as having been issued through the Post Office were contained in
two sheets of 2d. stamps which escaped notice and appear to have been issued
at the Grand Parade Sub-Office at Cork, and one sheet of 1/2d. stamps sold
over the counter at the General Post Office, Dublin. '

(Signed) J. J. Walsh

Item #300 of the Bedford-Hopkins Sale of 1948:- 1922 Dollard overprint.
as issued, 1/2d. variety inverted, unmounted. With R.P.S. certificate. Cat.
%t 8 valuation 90/- (block of six)

Ttem #449 Marquess of Bute Sale (illustrated above):- A mint marginal
block, variety inverted overprint [l/2d green, block of four]. Cat. & 32 (see
Photo). Valuation % 15.

1d DOLLARD INVERTED

The 1d Dollard inverted variety had an
even rougher history than. the.others, largely
because so many bogus copies flooded the mar-
ket., The officials of the Customs, Excise and
other revenue departments were supplied with
handstamps with which to overprint embossed
and adhesive revenue stamps. These handstamps
which appeared similar to the printed letters
o ¥ AV were used undoubtedly to fabricate inverted
‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁq A b ] adhesives,
or : These bogus'" inverted overprints are
easily distinguished because the overprint is
usually pale and appears '"spread" not normal

: Pt - 'R with clear cut broken _letters, just as you

s 22!

i would expect a rubber-stamp to appear.

It seems reasonably clear that at least one sheet legitimately issued in
Dublin was used up without being recognized as copies have been found post-
marked "Dublin'" early in April, 1922, In September, the Philatelic Magazine
reported a single sheet of the 1d Dollard inverted which is believed to be in

a later issued carmine red shade.
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Item #301 Bedford-Hopkins Sale of 1948:- 1922 Dollard 1ld superb mint pane
corner block of six, variety overprint inverted. Cat. & 36.

Item #303. Ditto, fine used but date stamp impressed slightly through to
back, '"11 AP 22", Valuation ¥ 7,

Item #450 Bute Sale of 1959:- 1922 Dollard 1d. Scarlet, a complete mint
sheet ["S 22 imp.], variety with overprint inverted. Three sheets stated to
have been discovered and this is said to be the only sheet now intact. Cat., %
1140, Yaluation., & 500,

Item #451. Ditto, a mint control block of six ["S 22" perf.], two with
ink marks on reverse (see Photo) Valuation % 16.

2d THOM BLUE BLACK (Die II)

Mr. W. Ward in Stamp Collecting, March 17,1923
'hmwf€$(page 609) gave the following history of this stamp.

,,,,,

R "On the morning of the first bombardmwent of the
yuftl il Four Courts, a well-known Dublin firm made a
’ﬂg.;ff purchase of its usual supplies of stamps at the
hgwes 0'Connell Street Chief Office and during the stamp-
' #i| ing of the mail it was mnoticed that one of the
sheets was inverted. The manager being a philatel-
ist, the bulk were 'saved'. This stamp was the new-
ly 1issued 2d. Die II, with the overprint in bronze-
blue."

g f!r_,.- :_'_'J
bt r”:!f
e

Item #314 Bedford Sale of 1948:- 1922 Thom blue-black 2d. Die II, variety
overprint inverted, fine unmounted marginal block (see Photo). Valuation ¥ 15.

2d THOM BLUE BLACK (Die 1)

In the same issue of Stamp Collecting, Mr, Ward wrote: ''The 2d Die I
with bronze-blue overprint was also 'discovered' in Dublin, and also has an
irteresting story. About the middle of November an hotel manager purchased two
shillings worth of 2d stamps at a Dublin district office. It was not until he
had used all except three specimens on his correspondence that he noticed that
there seemed something peculiar about the stamps and he drew a customer's at-
tenticn to them. It was then noticed that they were inverted.The three remain-
ing copies were eventually distributed among friends. Thus somewhere there are
237. other specimens of Die I 2d that may be discovered."

ARE THESE LAST TWO STAMPS "PRINTER'S WASTE' ?

These last two stamps have been the subject of considerable debate over
the years. The Irish Philatelic Club in 1923 recognized only the 1/2d Dollard
and the 2d Thom (both Dies) in black as legitimately issued.

In 1925 and 1926, the debate broke out again with the Royal Philatelic
Society declaring that the 2d bronze-blue irverts were not legitimate issues
over the counter. Mr, A. E, Hopkins in Stamp Collecting, March 20th, 1926
(page 847) declared.that the 2d Thom (Die I) in black and the 1/2d Dollard in-
verts are perfectly 'authertic'; that the 2d Thom (Die II) dinvert in black.
""is probably legitimate'; that the 1d Dollard was suspicious but that one aut-
Lentic sheet was ''probably issued across the counter' but that the 2d Thom
glossy, Dies I and II inverted were nothing 'but printer's waste."

The ultimate decision must rest with the individual collector, to whose
tender mercy we leave the entire subject of the inverted overprints.
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IR{SH EXPERIMENTAL COILS

ITHE EDITOR

SUPPLEMENT No. 15 ETRE PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION March, Lo84

When the Provisional Government of Ireland took control of the post office
in December of 1921, the overprinting of the stamps to be used in coil machines
was given to Messrs Harrison & Sons of England. They produced horizontal rolls
of 480 and vertical rolls of 500 stamps of the ""Rialtas'" overprint in 1922 and
of the 'Saorstat" overprint (7th March 1923)., These rolls were produced from
overprinted sheets of stamps, which were severed into wertical strips of 12 or
horizontal strips of 10 stamps (from sheets of 240 stamps,in two panes 12 x 10,

1. Paste-Up Coils 1925-1933.

Beginning in late 1924 and early 1925, the Irish Post Office likewise pre-
pared rolls of the definitive stamps for use in the coill machines as the over-
printed coils became exhausted. Meredith reported '"The 1/2d value appeared in
horizontal rolls of 480 on November 2lst 1924, and the 1d and 2d values soon
afterwards.' Our own member, William Kane reports, 'I have in my collection a
leader strip of the 1/2d Sword of Light, dated (with rubber hand stamp and this
method is still in use even today) '31 OCT 1924' and initialled in pencil. The
leader also carries an endorsement 'lst of permanent to be issued' (in pnecil).

Kohl Handbuch (page 153) in the Zervas translation for the Collectors'
Club says, '"'From about November 1924 on, besides being issued in sheets, the
four lower values were also issued in coil form for use in vending and frank-
ing machines, and apparently, at first the 2d and 1/2d values. Until the begin-
ning of 1933 all coils were manufactured in the same manner as were the British
Coils, in that groups of 120 stamps, half sheets, after trimming of the margins
were joined together to form either horizontal or wvertical lengths and were
then cut into 12 vertical or 10 horizontal strips. Accordingly the vertical
coils were made up of strips of ten stamps, with join between each strip, and
the horizontal coils were made up of strips of 12 stamps,with join between each
strip. The joins are collected in vertical or horizontal pairs [with join]".

Our new President, Mr. Fred E. Dixon in reviewing these notes for publi-
cation writes that Dr. Stafford Johnson copied the following information from
the circular, "Iris an Phuist' of 14th October 1925:

"Postage Stamps in Rolls. In consequence of the small demand for Rolls it
has been decided to reduce the number of varieties from 11 to 6, The following
rolls will be discontinued: Rolls of 1000 stamps [D] 1/2d, [B] 1d and [Q] 2d-
Lower end first. Rolls of 500 stamps [L] 1 1/2d - Top end first. Rolls of 480
stamps [N] 1 1/2d - Left end first. All other rolls of 500 stamps will be made
up contain 480 stamps in each roll.[?] Rolls of 500 and 1000 will continue un-
til existing stocks are exhausted," ' '

Mr, Dixon also writes:; '"'"The 1927-28 issue of the Post Office Guide men-
tioned as still obtainable until stocks were exhausted rolls of 1000 = 1/2d,
1000 = 2d, 500 = 1/24d4, 500 = 1 1/2d, 500 = 2d and 480 = 1 1/2d. These sold very
slowly and were still listed in P.0.G. for 1935. The 1935 P.0.G. lists rolls of
960 - 1d and by 1937 these were available also for 1/2d, 2d and 3d, rolled
lengthwise only: the ld was available rolled lengthwise or sideways.Information
is lacking for the 1940s, but by 1954 there were only four types on sale, 480
- 1/24d lengthwise and sideways, 960 - 1d lengthwise,and 480 - 2d sideways.Since
then the 1/2d has become obsolete and the 3d has appeared in rolls,of 480 side-
ways and 960 lengthwise." L
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After the experimental coils from 1933 to 1945, which we will hereinafter
mention, the Post Office returned to the paste-up coils, with the 1/2d 0'Clery
stamp replacing the 1/2d Sword of Light. The 1959 P.0.G. lists the following
paste-up coils available: Reeled sideways: 960 - 1/2d, &80 =2d, 480 - 3d.
Reeled lengthwise: 480 - 1/2d, 960 -1d, 960 - 2d and 960 -3d.

An interesting collection of these leader strips can be made, William Kane
reports the following:

1/2d Sword of Light. SE. 31 OCT 1924 (initialled in pencil. S.G. 7la

1d Map SE F 960 1d Stamps Delivery Top End First F 18 MAY 1934 S.G. 72b

2d Map SE R 480 2d Stamps Delivery Top End First R 1 JULY 1934 S.G, 74
1/2d 0'Clery E P 480 1/2d Stamps Delivery Top End First P 31 AUG 1946 SG133
2d Map E W 960 2d Stamps Delivery Top End First W 29 JUN 1955 S.G. 114
1/2d 0'Clery E G 960 1/2d Stamps Delivery Left Side First G 6 OCT 1955 SG133
3d Cross E Y 960 3d Stamps Delivery Top End First Y 15 SEP 1956 S.G. 116

2d Map E T 480 2d Stamps. Delivery Left Side First T 21 SEP 1957 S.G. 114

2. THE 1d EXPERIMENTAL COIL (Scott No. 87a, SG No. 72a)

"In April 1933, the 1d value was the first issued of the so-called 'end-
less' coils, which were produced on special presses and from special plates,
whose arrangement differed from that of the plates used for the regular stamps
in counter sheets. Presumably this involved the use of presses similar to the
'reel printing' presses used, from about 1924 on, by Waterlow & Sons, for the
production of the 'endless' coils of British stamps, inasmuch as they are made
by Grover & Co. Ltd, London, who were also suppliers to the Irish Government's
printing plant. This assumption seems further strengthened by the fact that the
Irish 'endless' <¢oils also contain 960 stamps. On the other hand these first
Irish endless coils differ from the British because of a special type of per-
foration, in that although they are perforated 15 horizontally, vertically they
are imperforate with the exception that a single perforation appears on each
imperforate side just below the perforation across the top of the stamp. A
total of 30 coils of 960 stamps each were issued experimentally in Dublin and
Cork only. Accordingly the total issue amounted to 28,800 stamps.'" [Kohl Hand-
buch, Zervas translation, page 153].

William Kane reports an interesting re-entry of the top frame line on this
stamp and that he has such a copy and also has seen many others.

3. THE SECOND ld. EXPERIMENTAL COIL (Scott No. 87, SG No. 72b)

'""New endless 1d coils were issued in July 1934 which also contained 960
stamps each, as was developed a few months later, were alsc only an experi-
mental issue. This likewise was probably a comparatively small issue., These
coils of July 1934 differ from the coils (of April 1933) in that they are
completely unperforated on both sides, lacking the extra single perforation on
each side. The width of the stamps measures 2lmm, making it quite impossible
to make up this coil variety by trimming stamps of the regular issue. From the
late Fall of 1934 on, after using up the supply of these coils, paste up coils
of the 1d are again in use.'" [Kohl Handbuch, Zervas translation].

Mr. A.H.K. Roberts in the Philatelic Magazine, April 4, 1937, page 134
in an excellent article entitled, "EIRE PENNY CARMINE - A Study' wrote: ''Some
modifications having been made to the machine, a fresh issue took place in the
following year [1934] in which the guide holes disappeared. This is the form
in which the stamp is most frequently found, 1i.e. perf. 15 x imperf. with
watermark "SE'", but fewer than 900,000 were issued.

"The impressions from this machine are clear and of good colour, but they
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have not the depth of the sheet stamp. The engraving‘is evidently shallower and
less ink had to be used to allow of winding to take place concurrently with the

printing."

4. 1/2d and 2d COILS OF 1934 (Scott Nos. 91-92, SG Nos. 7la & 74a)

Later in the year, the 1/2d and 2d definitive coil stamps were issued,
perforated 14 vertically. Kohl says, '"Later, about November 1934, endless coils
of 960 stamps each of the 2d and 1/2d, sides completely imperforate,were issued

5. THE THIRD 1ld EXPERIMENTAL COIL STAMP (Scott No. 105, SG No.112d)

In 1940, the 1d definitive coil stamp was issued again, this time with the
"E" watermark. Mr, Roberts in his article [supra] has this to say about it:

"As a result of these experiments, a special type of printing machine was
designed at the Printing Office and put into production in 1940. The result was
an entirely distinct variety, for the stamp had both the new "E'" watermark, and
also a new perforation, (14) x imperf. The reason for the later change is not
clear, but such a perforation is not suited to stamp vending machines, where
easy separation is essential.

"However, various causes combined with the effects of the intensification
of the war put a stop to further work and only 45 of these coils were sent to
the Post Office. Handjoined coils became universal again, and this state of af-
fairs ruled until last July [1946], when the stamp appeared again, perforated
15 x imperf. [as in 1934] but with the "E'" watermark. The impressions seen so
far, are clear and of full colour, and only slightly less contrasty than the
best of the sheet stamps."

6. THE MYSTERIOUS 2d GREEN COIL STAMP (Scott No. 68b, SG No. 74b)

An intriguing mystery of Irish coil stamps is the 2d green Coil stamp, of
which several of our members have authenticated copies in their collections.
How this coil came into being is still the subject of much research. l5ximper.

In 1961, a series of letters in Stamp Collecting served to renew interest
in this stamp. Mr. Alan J. Blair wrote (9th June 1961) that he had been able
to purchase a mint copy from a dealer and that his copy was !''far off centre to
the left" and invited information on the stamp. Mr. Robert P, Towers answered
(30th June 1961): 'I believe that this coll was used only in the offices of
the Dublin Gas Company, the great majority being used on receipts. I think that
more than one roll was sold, as my used copy (which has an R.P.S, certificate)
is well-centred. Another used copy illustrated in the catalogue of Harmer's
sale on July 10th is badly off-centre to the left. I regret that I know of no
mint copies." T

Mr. Fred E. Dixon replied (29th July 1961): '"Like Mr. Towers, I have been
hoping that someone better informed than myself would reply to Mr. Blair's® in-
quiry regarding S.G., 74b, the most elusive of the Irish Coil issues,

"I have never seen a mint example, but believe that a few do survive -
very few, Used are less rare than is sometimes believed, and the story of there
being only one roll ia unlikely., Used copies exist with the cancellations of
various places, including Dun Laoghaire and Wexford, suggesting that they were
issued through the stamp-vending machines in those towns.

i "As mentioned by Mr. Towers, the variations in centreing of various cop-
ies (and most are markedly off-centre) supports the belief that more than one

roll was printed, but is not conclusive. Where strips of other coils exist they
somet%mes show a wide range of margin variation along the strip.
The rumour that one coil was used by the Alliance and Dublin Consumers
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Gas Company on receipts 1is widely believed, although it is surprising that so
large a concern would buy so small a quantity as one coil of 960 (or 4807), and
T have never yet seen a receipt bearing S.G. 74b.
. "The reason for the number of copies of the stamp offered for sale dur-
ing the last year or so is possibly connected with the fact that the ill-fated
firm of Mission Stamps had discovered several, which disappeared with the
firm's founder. It may be that he has found channels for marketing them, al-
though the Irish authorities have not yet located him."

Mr. William Kane reports: '"One feature of this issue was the out of align-
ment. I have a stamp which carries the frame line of the opposite stamp. - also
carried several shades?

7. The 1d. EXPERIMENTAL COIL STAMP of 1946 (S5.G. No.ll2b)

As stated by Mr, Roberts in his article (supra), the 1d coil stamp was is-
sued again in July 1946 with the E watermark but perforated 15 x imperf. {(This
stamp is S.G., 1l12b. Scott lists both this stamp and the earlier 1940 coil
together as No., 105,

This issue appeared on 20th March 1946. 15 x imperf. Continuous vertical
strips of 480 stamps. It may well be that this issue was printed on a rotary
press and consisted of two curved plates containing either a single or multi-
ples of strips of eight stamps. Robson Lowe lists this as '"Composed of alter-
nate strips of eight stamps, each strip being out of vertical” alignment with
the neighboring strip; at some points of junction the space between stamps is
considerably reduced.'" Mr. Dixon reports that the watermark was inverted on
several of the rolls.

Mr, Dixon discovered certain recurring minor flaws on one roll of 960
stamps which he examined. These flaws repeated themselves 60 times in the roll
and 1led to the thought that they might be constant in the issue. Later study
showed other rolls without such flaws, thus making this variety interesting if
not significant.

The numbers refer to the position or
positions of the spot of color in each suc-
cessive stamp of the strip of 16 which is
then repeated on the next successive strip
of 16 stamps.

There are no flaws appearing in the
following: Nos. 1,2,7,8,9,12,13,14,15 or 16.

On the 3rd stamp, there are two flaws:
in the north mnear County Down and in the
south near Wexford.

On the 4th stamp, a single spot of
color near the "E'" of "EIRE".
= On the 5th stamp, in two places - near
— Galway and Limerick,

On the 6th stamp, near Dublin.

On the 10th stamp in County Louth, and

On the 11th stamp in the Ocean off
the mouth of the Shannon River.

Between the 8th and 9th stamps, the
9th stamp is out of alignment to the right
and between the 16th and the 1st stamp of
the next strip of 16 stamps, the 1lst stamp
is out of alignment to the left,

Alsc between some stamps of the strip,
the space between the frame lines 1is only
1 1/2mm rather than the normal 2 mm.
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