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THE 5/- CASTLE MISPLACED ACCENT REVIEWED 
by V. A. Linnell, E.P.A. 

Regarding the article appearing 
in The Revealer of March 1958 (Issue 
No.43, page 35l) dealing with the mis­
placed overprint on the 5/- G.B. Scott 
No.78 Stanley Gibbons No.84 over­
printed by Dublin Castle · in blue black 
ink. 

In order to determine the appear­
ance of the whole sheet I drew up a 
full size detail and following the proM 
cess used at Dublin Castle I marked the 
location of each overprint on the sheet. 

Records indicate the type was set up in 5 rows by 
4 stamps wide and so spaced as to print every second row­
thus on the first printing Rows 1,3,5,?,9 would be over­
printed, and on the second impression rows 2,4,6,8,10 
would be overprinted. As the sheet of stamps on the 

second impression were not inserted squarely into the printing machine, the 
overprints appeared at an angle, thus forming the variety. 

Using the block illustrated in The Revealer to locate the second impres­
sion an'd a block in my collection, also a photostat print of one other block 
I was able to show on the full size detail the approximate location of all the 
m·isplaced overprints. This. infonnation appears on the plan submitted herewith. 

You will note that certain blocks are shaded on the plan and these rep­
resent known blocks, and using old and new in1'ormation the ownership is as 
rollows: 

Block 19, :rn ,23,24 in the collection of Malcolm G. O'Reilly in 1958 
Block 21,22,25,26,29 in the collection of V.A. Linnell in l965 (see photo 

a:bove). 
Block 35,36 ,39,40 in the collection of the late T.E. Field in 1965. This 

last blook formed part or the block of 8 illustrated in The Revealer of 
· March 1958 and we.a owned by A Leverton. It has apparently teen broken as is 
noted above. 

Block 33,34,37,38 was last reported for sale in 1959 by Brid8er and Kay , 
London, England. 

This leads me to my question.Where are the other blocks and who owns them. 
I am curious enough to try to find each owner and locate the block he owns m 
the submitted plan as I believe it would be of interest to all collectors of 
Irish stamps. Any information our members oan give me will be appreciated. 

(please turn to page 598 for sketch) Page 595 



1Etre JqtluteU.r i\nnu.rtuttnu 
(INTERNATIONAL) 

even whole albums, to assist stu• 
dents. 

PRESIDENT - - - Fred E. Dixon Tom Field encouraged corres-
15 Terenure Road, East pondence and always found time to 
Rathgar, Dublin 6, Ireland deal courteously and thoroughly 

VICE PRFSIDENT - Joseph E. Foley with every question asked. He was 
1825 Cromwell Road, Baltimore 34, Md. a gifted organiser and a superb 

SECRETARY-TREASURER - Gil P. Roberts chairman, which explains why he 
1716 West Alpine, Stockton, Calif. served as President of many socie-

EDITOR OF REVEALER John J. Walsh, ties from the Postal History Soci-
4 Ferris Avenue, Utica, New York ety to small local groups. 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR - Rev. Eugene Doherty 
330 No. Westmore, Villa Park. Ill. He was not Irish, but English, 

ASSOCIATION ATTORNEY - Lorin L. Kay and proud to be a Yorkshireman, and 
Box 489 Richland Centre, Wisconsin owner of a typical centuries-old 

E.P.A. EUROPE.AN DIRECTOR - M.J.Giffney family business, resisting tempt-
22 East Road, Dublin 3, Ireland ing take-over bids, and quietly 

PUBLIC RELATIONS - Mr. William Hickey flourishing. 
96 Georgia Ave., Providence, Rd. Is. 

FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS AND BACK COPIES OF We in E.P.A. are deeply saddened 
THE REVEALER. Write to Mr. Wm.Hickey by his death and we express to his 
at the above address. Price of back wife, his business associates and 
copies 35~ each. his fellow hobbyists in the British 

~~~~~~~~~~·~~~~~~~~~--4Isles our sincere sympathy and express 
THOM.AS EDWIN FIELD the hope that the close cooperation 

between them and us on this side of 
1905- 1965 the Atlantic will continue. This · was 

1905 

1965 

The sudden aeath of Mr. Thomas 
E. Field on 27th January is a sad 
loss to the Eire Philatelic Associ­
ation and to Irish Philately. Dur­
ing the last 35 years he had assem­
bled the greatest collection yet put 
together of Irish Postal History, U. 
rr. stamps used in. Ireland and of 
Irish issues since 1922. The quality 
is proved by the numerous high 
awards at International Exhibitions, 
and by the frequent mention of the 
Field Collection whatever aspect is 
being written about. One of his 
special and endearing qualities was 
his willingness to help research. 
He would patiently compile long 
lists of his examples of special 
items and would gladly lend items, 
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the wish and desire of Tom Field, true 
gentleman and friend. 

EASTER 1916 

We are in recei~t of a very kind 
letter from our old friend and fellow 
collector, Dr. Brian de Burca, 10 
Parchmore Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey 
England giving highly interesting in­
formation regarding the date-stamp 
which is alleged to have escaped the 
G.P.O. fire in the Easter Rising of 
1916 (see pages 591-2 of the last is­
sue). His letter reads in part: 

nyour brief note in No. 80 on the 
Irish Rebellion concludes with a men­
tion of the handstamps recovered from 
the G.P .O. 

"I have only a single record of 
one so recovered, No. 57 double circle 
with two side bars and measuring 23.5 
mm. It was in private custody for 
years and then handed back to the G.P. 
o. at Duke St. The donor was given two 
impressions on a Parcel Post Label of 
Duke St. and they read 5:45 A.M. 25th 
April 1916 - probably the last occas­
ion on which it was used. As far as I 
know no other impressions were taken 
from this handstamp. The label is now 
in my collection." 

E.P.A. NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 



Slogan Cancellations 
Republic of Ireland 

1964 
by 

F. E. DIXON 

The use of machine cancelling, 
and hence of slogans, continues to ex­
tend, the additional towns seen in 
1964 being Athy, Birr, Bandon and 
Gorey.Dublin acquired two new machines 
with letters U and V, and Limerick 
got its second, letter A. 

The year began with an odd error, 
Ballinasloe having the slogan POST 
EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS on lst January. 
Otherwise most places had the new or 
old road safety appeals and they were 
later revived in November and December 
The campaign for the use of district 
numbers in Dublin addresses was con­
tinued sporadically, the main use of 
this slogan being in October. The 
fancy type with FULL ADDRESS SPEEDS 
DELIVERY also appeared here and there 
at odd times, and was general for 
June, July and after Christmas. The 
PREV1:NT FOREST FIRES was current in 
April, with some extensions. Places 
with the die JUNE FOR YOUR IRISH 
HOLIDAY, applied it in March and May. 
The only other general issues were the 
two varieties concerning Voters Lists, 
used in September and October; and the 
inevitable POST EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS. 

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE OF THE ~ON 
COMMEMORATIVE 1930 

I have a cover ~ddressed to a 
person in the Royal Mint London show­
ing the official first day t9 be 15 
October 1930 and also the small envel­
ope with an embossed Irish coat of 
anns enclosing a mint specimen of the 
stamp. 

A letter enclosed in the cover 
reads partly as follows: 

"We have recently made some stamp 
plates for the new I.F.s •. stamp ••••••• 
sent two specimens, one unused from 
the lst run on the lst plate, and one 
franked on the first day of issue ••••• 
We were particularly interested in the 
stamps, because it is the first time 
we have made copper plates faced with 
chromium. 

There were four new slogans dur­
ing the year, all localised. In Febru­
ary·Bray introduced an attractively 
scenic BRAY, IRELAND, FOH HOLIDAYS, 
and in April and May Kilkenny had 
KILKENNY BEER FESTIVAL MAY 10-17 1964. 
Wexford, from 7th September, used 
WEXB'ORD FESTIVAL OCT. 24th to NOV.let, 
with a general view of the town. The 
fourth of the newcomers was SHANNON 
AIRPORT IRELAND - SILVER JUBILEE 
1939-1964. It was applied in Dublin on 
8th August but not again until 4 Sep­
tember when Ennis also started it. 
Limerick followed on 5th September and 
Galway on 23rd October. The Dublin 
dies were used occasionally until 
Christmas but the manufacture was de­
fective and they wore badly. 

Other local publicity slogans 
were revived at various times, such as 
those of Killarney, Westport, the Tra­
lee :E'estivel of Kerry, and Limerick 
Opera Festival. Cork announced its 
Choral l!'estival and the Bandon Carni­
val, but not Kinsale ~egatta. 

I have not seen as much material 
for 1964 as I used to see in other 
years and it is quite likely that some 
slogans have been missed. If so, I'm 
sorry, and will be grateful for de­
tails of the omissions. 

I ~ .... · l :i»Olf'. 

',. 

!.'~f.· '2~'~ ' 
I ~ -- - .... 

•The design is by an Irish artist 
and it was from his,:pan end, ink sketch 
that we engrbved the steel die. Lead 
cubes received their impression from 
this steel die and the copper plate 
was deposited direct onto a group of 
the lead cubes assembled in e frf\llle. 
After parting the copper plate from 
the.lead cubes,we faced it with chrom­
ium to protect it from wear by the 
printing rollers. This method is a new 
departure for us. We usually make nic­
kel plates. The report from I.F.S. are 
good." 

I do not know who made the plates 
as the makers name is not mentioned. 
Perhaps our members can find this in­
formation for us. 

V. A. Linnell 
5221 Hingston Ave., Montreal 29, Que. 

Canada 
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IRISH PROVISIONAL ISSUES. 
, 

High Value SAORSTAT Varieties. 

Supplement No. 20 tIRE PHILATELIC ASSOCIATION February, 1965 

Irish High Value "Britannias" 
Perhaps one of the most challenging fields for research into the over­

printed stamps of Ireland is that of the high value stamps issued between Dec­
.ember 1922 and the issuance of the definitive St. Patricks, watermarked SE. 
These include: 

Thom~ Date Saorstats (1922) Scott Nos. 56-58, S.G. Nos. 64-66 
The Dublin Castle Narrow Date Saorstats ( 1925) Scott Nos. 77-79, S .G .Nos. 
83-85 
The. Dublin Castle "Composite Plate" Saorstats ( 1927) Scott Nos. 77a-79a, 
S.G. Nos. 83a-85a. 
The Dublin Castle Wide Date Saorstats (late 1927) Scott Nos. 77b-79b, S. 
G. Nos. 86-88. 
The Dublin Castle "Waterlow" Saorstats (1934) Scott Nos. 93-95, S.G. Nos. 
99-101. 

Before beginning a discussion of these various overprintings, it will be 
somewhat helpful to review just briefly the basic British stamps which were 
overprinted. We are not concerned here with the so-called re-entries on the 
plate. These are found in past issues of The Revealer (see bibliography at the 
end of this supplement. For the present, we shall only consider the plates 
used to print the engraved stamp itself. 

With the exception of the 1934 issue of the high value overprints, which 
are easily distinguishable, the basic British 2/6, 5/- and 107- stamps were 
all overprinted by Ireland on the so-called •sea Horses" 1919 issue, watermark 
Single Royal Cipher. 11 x 12, recess-printed by Bradbury Wilkinson & Co. Ltd. 
These were sheets of 40 stamps - ten vertical rows of four stamps each hori­
zontally • 

. The basic design was by Sir BertramMackennal ~nd was first used in 1913. 
From 1918 to 1930,Bradbury Wilkinson printed these ungraved values for Britain 
on new plates, While the exact number of plates used during the 12 years in 
which Bradbury did the printing is not certain, there is little question 
that there were three general types employed: 

1, The so-called •Dot" plate earliest used, 2. The "No Dot" plate in 
1923. 3. New plates used from 1927 on in which the stamps measured 23 mm in 
height (outside frame lines). The previous two plates measured 22imm. 

The so-called "Dot" plate is excellently described by Rev. J. Brennan, in 
his article, "The Overprinted Higher Values of Ireland" in The Revealer, May­
June, 1963, page 559: "The dot plates get their name from a small dot, some­
times no larger than a pin point, which appears in the centre of most stamps. 
Sometimes it is above the top horizontal frame line, sometimes between the in­
ner and outer frame lines and sometimes it does not appear at all due to the 
fact that it coincides with the top frame line. These dots are the remains of 
setting points punched in the plate by hand before rolling in commenced, The 

.dot assisted the workman in aligning the transfer roller. They exist above 
every stamp of every row, except the top row.• 

Page 81 (J-1) 



2/6 BRADBURY WILKINSON VALUE PLATES & SHADES 

There are two markedly different shades of th~ 2/6 value which appeared 
with the Castle printings (Scott 77- Gibbons 83). he first has been described 
as chocolate brown, or russet brown, the second as sepia brown, or dark brown 
or even black brown. Mr. c.F. MoLoughlin once aptly described the shades as 
~and~. When examined side by side,the description is exceedingly help­
ful. The earlier, or warm shade was on sale in Dublin roughly through 1926, 
while the cold shade appeared in January or February of 1927. Some sheets of 
the warm shade only show the re-entry on stamp 3 of row 2 (comprising the par­
tial doubling of the outside bottom frame line, somewhat left of canter; while 
there is a further slight doubling at the top left corner). 

As to the cold shade of the 2/6, the engraving appears to have been nor­
mal up to the spring of 1927, when the right slanting stroke of the R in CROWN 
began to show an easily detected break near the bottom. This appeared on all 
forty stamps Of the sheet and this continued. Because more of the Broken R 
variety were issued than the earlier Perfect R, the latter is at a premium. 

Mr. C.F. MoLoughlin in an excellent article, "British Varieties and Irish 
Overprints" in Stamp Collecting for March 24th, 1928, pp. 736-7 uses this as a 
test to distinguish the overprintings. 

"The letters 'R' and 10' in CROWN and the letter 'P' in POSTAGE show 
breaks in the engraved design, either in combination or at different periods. 
In association with the various overprints, these characteristics have a prime 
significance. ' 

"If an 'open' date overprint shows on a Perfect R*O*P combination in the 
engraving it must be a Thom Saorstat; for the special breaks never showed in 
the British design at that period. 

"These peculiarities began at a certain stage in the Castle overprint. At 
the outset the letters in the engraved plate were normal; later they showed 
fairly consistent features. 

"If a 1 close' date overprint shows on a Perfect R-0-P combination it must 
belong to the Castle period. 

"In the case of the Castle overprint the Perfect R plate is rare.• 

10/- PERFECT S PLATE 

While the high-value Rialtas overprints on the 10/- Bradbury plate (Scott 
Nos. 14 and 38) appeared consistently to show the lower loop of the S in 
POSTAGE with a clean break easily seen without a glass, as the Thom Saorstat 
overprintings of the 10/- (Scott No.58) came into circulation,it was discovered 
that whole sheets of 40 stamps no longer showed the broken S. This appeared to 
confirm the existence at least of a second Bradbury Wilkinson 10/- plate. When 

\

the Government took over the printil1€i at Dublin Castle,both perfect and broken 
S plates continued in use for the 10/-value and this continued in the Compos! te 
overprintings. However, from the summer of 1926,again the Broken S plate seems 
to have been used exclusively. 

••••••••• • •••••••• 
!!l.!l Perfect § Plate The Broken.§ Plate 

The British plate is consistent.If one stamp of the sheet shows the broken 
S, every stamp on the sheet shows it, The same is true of the Perfect S plate. 
Page 82 (J-2) 



Mr, McLoughlin in his article (above) says that the Perfect S plate is rare, 
and that a small minority of the Thom and Castle narrow overprints show on the 
Perfect S plate. 

Mr. McLoughlin also uses this as a test to distinguish the overprintings, 
He says that an "open" date on a Perfect S plate 10/- must be a Thom wide and 
not a Composite or Castle "wide". A "close" date on a Perfect S plate must be 
a Castle (1925) for the Composite printing always showed the Broken S. 

With these preliminary remarks, let us now consider the various Saorstat 
high value overprints. 

"Thom" High Value 
Three Line Overprints -Dece111ber, 1922. 

On December 2lst 1922, the 2/6 value overprinted "Saorstat Eireann 1922• 
by Messrs Alex Thom & Co, Ltd., Of Dublin was issued, followed on December 
28th 1922 by the 5/- and 10/- values similarly overprinted, 

Scott No. 56, S,G, No, 64. 2/6 light brown (shades) · 
Scott No, 57, S,G, No, 65. 5/0 carmine rose (shades) 
Scott No. 58, S.G. No. 66, 10/- gray blue 

There is a tendency to confuse these high valued Thom "Saorstats" with 
the subsequent "Castle" overprint on the same values issued in 1925. In the 
case of the Thom overprints, the figures in the date "l\122" are spaced well 
apart and measure 6* mm across. In the later Castle overprint on the same 
values, the figures of the date 1922 are closer together and measure 5i mm 
in width. The Thoms are thus called the •wide space date". 

It is thought there were at least two separate printings by Thom because 
all three values are known both in dull black ink for the overprint and blue­
black, the blue-black being much more commonly found. Which was the first 
printing is difficult to say, The first issued from the post office appeared 
to be in blue-black, followed later by the dull black. A plausible explanation 
is that the dull black overprints were first printed as a trial run perhaps 
with the lower value dull blacks and were placed at the bottom of the ship­
ment, normally being the last to be issued by the postal authorities as stocks 
were depleted at the post offices. Perhaps our members can report whether the 
accent errors appear in the dull blacks~ · 

There are also shades of the basic British stamps which are worthy.of 
notice. Mr, C .F. McLoughlin in an article, •High Value Thom Saorstat. Over­
prints" which appeared in the Philatelic .Tournal of Great Britain, April 1928 
wrote that there are three very distinct shades of the 2/6 and two of the 5/­
stamp. He describes the 2/6 shades: A- A slight orange or yellow tint. B- A 
warm chocolate brown glow. C- A cold pale tint which shows a grey-brown tinge 
in a rather flat tone. 

Missing Accents 
In the early days of .ranuary 1923, English stamp firms who purchased 

their supplies of new stamps in entire sheets of 40 noticed certain errors 
thereon, in all three values (suggesting a single overprinting plate), The 
accent over the second "a" of "Saorstat" was missing in subjects 10 and 30 
(the second stamp of the third and eighth rows vertically), 

• u u u w •_ u. 0 w u u e e 0 • w e , u o 4 u u u U ; o a u u o ,• L u u o U U o •, •;w -•"' 
: · ... ·c .;,y ~- ;;~ '. -<~ '~'1· ~i~~1'jl • ':i.·"'.;,i~!r.;~~::-.~ ... ~"-/~f-2_li(~~~.: 
: ',iill ~1~.,···9.·-*oll1$c.tt·:c .. ·~~~·1. : !:.'•.~.~ .. :.:.,.~¥ .·,..;}l\·i.•'ft,*ott~"C;.o.~;--..;: -]1. :. • ,.,,,7 d. ~ : .- /'fii:..i c~ · " .. : ·I • .:<"·~· .,//!fl/ A · ·4"'1fiia...' ·s · .. i ! 

: ; \;''§ J~ i· ~f A•'1!- ···<i. '?::]< .: : 1 :x~~))j '~. ~t ~''1' ""'~- ; i 
• ' • .. ' ,,, . . . ' .,:.. I\ '.. .. ! • ' . • •' ' /. ·'r,.°"·· .. 2 . I\ • ' ,· 
• : ··~ , \•' . ~r- . . ; • ~>. / ,,:,.. , -~ .. ~~ J·, 
: ',:· ~\, '"-~~~:-=! f~~- : j : /:.• ~~~:; .· ~x'2/~:~i 1~< .... ' 
: t~~~~ ... -~1:;~_r:):i.·;:;~~-~;.~<;~~'~J \~rk:.~--~ .. ~1 ! ·E_~-~---__:::~-;.~;-~-~r:~,~~~~~~~--;~:~~~.1 
......................... ~~·-··a.Ai.• 
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In addition, the 1aooent on the second "a" of •Saorstat" was inverted and 
reversed ( ac'cent grave inatead of acute) in subject 28( the fourth stamp of the 
seventh row vertically) • 

-... -,.. -_,.,..--. _ ........... - -•• ..-- .... .., ...... • • • • • ~-- • u s •a so u ::;:: a o u u u u u u · 
• • ,, 

0 

• • • • . ., 
• • . '• . .: 
• • 

- - • - ft ..... ~ .... •-&.-&-...&.·. a 
0 
......... - ••••• ft a ft ft ft ft. ft a 0 0 ••• 

Entire sheets obtained in the later part of January 1923, however showed 
the errors in the three positions to have been corrected. Our member, Hans 
Zervas says (Revealer, page 546) that "the printers set up a new overprinting 
plate correcting this mis-spelling. In this new plate they were successful, 
having all accents present and producing only one setting variety, the second 

-""a"of Sa.orstat beine; raised above the line common to all other letters in 
Saorstat". (see post) • 

The uneven surface of the engraved stamps prevented the typographed over­
print from being strongly impressed and some sheets received a weak accent on 
the 40th_ subject (the bottom right hand stamp of the sheet - row 10, stamp 4) 
of the 10/- value. It is not known how many sheets with the missing or weak 
accent got into circulation (if any) but handstamped accents are known on this 
10/- value. The.tAgnew Collection contained a sheet of 40 of the 10/- value 
with accent on the 40th stamp handstamped in blue ink. 

Perhaps the best contemporary account of this appeared in a note in Stamp 
Collecting for December 8th 1923 as follows: "Dr. J.P. O'Connor, in informing 
us that he has the 2s..6d-~, 5s., and 10s. 1 Saorstat• overprinted stamps with S 
o~er 'E' states that in the early part of the year the right hand corner stamp 
of each sheet .of the 10s. value used to be cut out before leaving the Stores 
offices in Dublin. Lately, Dr. O'Connor has seen a few sheets and, on examin­
ing them, found that there was an accent inserted in a shining violet mauve 
ink. On examining this under a glass there was a trace of an accent visible 
in printer's ink. This our correspondent supposes was the reason the stamp 
was removed." · 

(al ,Ma.1or Re-Entry on the 216 Value. The basic plate has a number of re­
entries carefully delineated by both Hans Zervas and Rev. J, Brennan in recent 
issues of the Revealer. The major re-entry on the 2/6 value is on the second 
stamp of the first row of one of the plates used in printing the stamp itself 
in the early ~art of 1923. This double entry shows not only the horizontal and 
diagonal lines of the shield of Britannia doubled, but many of the lines of 
Britannia .and Trident doubled, (Meredith VarietyV-20). 

( b) Raised second "~" in Saorstat. 

················································~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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The second stamp of the first row of the corrected overprint used for all 
values shows ·a raised second •a• in Saorstat. According to Mr. Zervas, this 
variety can be found in two forms - one, the British stamp which has the major 
re-entry on the same stamp, and two, on at least three British plates without · 
the re-entry thereon. 

(cl S oyer E. This variety is found in position 34 (the second stamp of 
the ninth row • all values) of one of the overprinting plates. Mr. Zervas 
(page 547) points out that he has a complete sheet with position 34 normal, 
suggesting another and third printing plate by Thom. In the normal overprint 
the •ea" of Eireann is set slightly to the right of •rs" of Saorstat which 
leaves the •E" of Eireann about below the space between· the S and a above it. 
In the variety, the overprint is set so that now the •ea" of Eireann is dir­
ectly below the "rs" of Saorstat above it and the •E" of Eireann has moved to 
the left slightly making the variety. 

"SAC" Instead of "SAO.'' . 
(d) Sa.11rstat. The fourth stamp of the fi~h row in.the sheet shows a con­

stant broken letter "o• of Saorstat making it appear as a • r!". All Values. 

(e) Perfect S Plate on the 10/- Value. 

DUBLIN CASTLE 
SAORS'CAt: 
e1ReAnU 

1922 

(Meredith Variety V~25). 

PRINTINGS 

August, 1925. New Setting for the High Values. 

Produced at the Govennnent Printing Depart1nent, Dublin 
Castle. In three lines as before, but Jess spaced and figures set 
closer. 

When the definitive issue of lower values appeared in 1923 printed by 
the Government Printing Office at Dublin Castle, it was expected that designs 
for the higher values would be prepared and printed at the Castle. But delays 
ensued and stocks of the high values were depleted by 1925,· 

During August 1925, the 2/6, 5/- and 10/- values appeared overprinted 
•saorstat Eireann 1922" by the Government Printing Office, Dublin Castle. 
Although somewhat similar to the. previous Thom issue, the spacing of the 
figures in the date 1922 are set much closer together than in the Thom print­
ing and measure.5tmm as against the 6i mm of the Thom. 

All the stamps from the Castle setting appear to have been overprinted 
in glossy black ink; but the gloss is slight in many oases, blocks frequently 
show a light or dull overprint on one row of stamps as compared with a heavy 
and glossy appearance on the next. This was the subject of much speculation , 
but the answer can be found in "The Castle Overprint of Ireland" by C.P.Rang, 
which first appeared in Gibbons Stamp Monthly and reprinted in the Revealer 
in 1958, page 351. •The sheet, which comprised forty stamps in ten rows of 
rour was put through the press and received overprints on the lst,3rd,5th,7th, 
and 9th rows. It was then put through the press a second time to be completed 
with overprints on the 2nd,4th,6th,8th and lOth rows. This curious method of 
overprinting is brought to light on our block by the misplacement of the 
second overprint, no doubt due to the shifting of the sheet. Mr. McLoughlin's 
observation that the inking of the overprint sometimes differed between one 
row and the next is explained by what would be the normal practice of putting 
a number of sheets through the press in the first position before making an 
adjustment for the second; 

•In view of the known positions of the wide and narrow dates in what is 
called the •composite" setting of 1927 (S,G. 83a,84a and 85a) where they are 
repeated on the stamp immediately below, it is probable that this issue too 
was overprinted by the same method." Page S5(J-5 ) 
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As previously noted, the 2/6 value appeared in a russet brown shade in 
1925 and, later in a colder brown; and the second shade appeared normal until 
April 1927 when the slanting down stroke of the R in CROWN began to show a 
definite' break. The major re-entry on the 2/6 (subject j2) can be found. 

The' Castle setting contained no actual errors but during the course of 
the printing, in different values, definite recurring varieties consisting of 
broken letters appeared. Meredith lists these: 

a. First t aspirated (dot above it): 2/6,5/- and 10/- (1 x 1 and/or 2 x 1) 
b. Needl'e-eye Accent on E: 2/6,5/-,10/- (1x1and/or2x1; 10 x 4) 
c. Needle-eye Accent on A: 5/- ( 1 x 1) 
d. Joine'd Figures 22: 2/6, 5/-,10/- (1xland/or1 x 2) 
.e. Joined Figures 92: 2/6, 5{-,10/- (1 x 4 and 2 x 4) 
f. Sa_srstat:Broken "o": 2/6 (7 x 3 ; 5/- (5 x 1) ; 10/- (5 x 1) 
g. Eir.sann: Broken "e": 2/6 . 10{- ( 4 x 2 and 10 x 4) 
h. V Iniierted( Center piece in A missing : 2/6 ,5/- ,10/- ( 7 x 1 and/or 6 xl) 
i. Chipp'ed Accent on A: 2/6, 5/-, 10/- (5 x 4 and/or 6 x 4) 
j. Irregular Second~ (Shamrock-shaped Center) 2/6,5/-,10/- ( 3 x 2) 
k. Faint Impression Accent (Almost Missing): 2/6 (6 x 3,9 x 4,10 x 3,10 x 4) 

5/- (9 x 4 and 10 x 4); 10/- (9 x 4, 10 x 4). 
l. Outline Accent on A: 2/6 10/- (7 X 2 and 6 X 2). 
m. HyphenatedA;!i:Letters joined by rough hyphen:2/6,5/-,10/- (3 x 2 and/or 4:x:2) 
n. Double Outline Ajj:Type not showiD& solid inking:. 5/-,10/- ( 3 x 2 and/or 4x2) 
o. Letter "t" added or improved: 10/~ ( 4 x 2, 5 x 21 
p. Small •arc" above S (left top): 2/6, 5/-, 10/- (9 x 4 and 10 x 4). 
q. Small •crescent" above S: 2/6, 5/-, 10/- (5 x 4 and 6 x 4). 

CASTLE "COMPOSITE'' ISSUE OF MAY,1927 
IRISH FREE STATE 

DUBLIN OASTLE PRINTS WITH 
WIDE and NARROW DATE In PAIRS. 

In the month of March 1927 Irish newspapers reported that within a few 
months a definitive issue for the high values would be issued and in already 
accepted designs. It has been reported that the pictorial designs chosen were 
those of the old General Post Office in Sackville Street, the Four Courts and 
the Customs House in Dublin,and that plates had been prepared and proofs sub­
mitted. Further delay occurred probably the result of a dispute over the sub­
jects chosen. These were never used and eventually the St. Patricks were used. 

Apparently the high values became depleted in the post offices about this 
time, with the result that about the middle of May 1927, a few sheets of the 
10/- value appeared showing a combination of "wide" and •narrow"spaced figures 
in 1922. The 5/- value appeared next with the same •mixed" combination and had 
a life of a few weeks. About the middle of June, the 2/6 value also appeared. 

The ink used for this •composite Printing" is blue-black and glossy. It 
is generally thought that this overprinting was done at Dublin Castle but the 
unanswered question throughout the years has been •Whye? The previous Castle 
"narrow"' plate was certainly far superior to the •composite" which followed 
in terms of condition of the type. The answer might well be that the Castle 
had broken up the overprinting plates in view of the announced definite high 
valu.e designs and suddenly found itself" in need of high values. Unable to find 
enough cliches of its own, it probably asked Thom to supply any available 
'cliches· it still had.The result was a haphazard combination of Thom and Castle. 

Since it is somewhat difficult to distinguish the single stamps of the 
issue trom the others, it is generally collected in pairs. 

Ap'parently, one overprinting plate was made up for the 2/6 value and an-
other for the 5/- and 10/- values. They appear as follows: 
Page 86 (J-6) 
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Ovpt• Pla~e 2/6 Complete Sheet 
WWNN WWNN 

Ovpt Plate 
N.N N N 

5/-,10/- Complete Sheet 
NNNN 
NNNN 
WWWN 
WWWN 
NWNN 
NWNN 
WWNN 
WWNN 
NNNN 
NNNN 

wwww 
NWNW 

WWNN 

WWNW 

WW N"N 
wwww 
wwww 
NWNW 
NWNW 
WWNN 
WWNN 
WWNW 
WWNW 

WWWN 

NWNN 

WWNN 

NNNN 

13 wide 26 wide N- Narrow 6 wide 12 wide 
7 narrow 14 narrowW- Wide 14 narrow 28 narrow 

Certain constant varieties appeared in the Composite Printing: Meredith: 
a. Raised A and t imf roved: 2/6 ( 3 x 4 and 4 x 4) 
b. Bad impressions small) and E defective: 2/6 (4 x 3) 
c. Faint impression S (almost miss in&) 2/6 · ( 5 x 2) 
d. Double outline S (capital): 2/6 ( 4 x lt 5 x l and 6 x l). 
e. Cireenn: Broken E: 2/6 ( 8 x 11 
f. l022 in date: 2/6 ( 5 x 2 and/or 6 x 2) 
g. Blurred accent and large t: 5/- (4 x 4 end 6 x 4) 
h. Blurred S and E: 2/6 (2,7,8,9 and 10 x l end/or 2) 
i. Second t aspirated end short bar: t: 2/6. 5/-,10/- (l x land/or l x 2; 

2 x 2, 3 x l). 
j. Small crescent above S: 2/6, 5/- 2/6 (l x 3) 5/- (l x 2) 
k. Faint impression accent (almost missiI1€j) 2/6 (l x 2, 2 x 2, 4 x 2, 7 x 2, 

8x2). 5/- (4x2) 10/- (4x2) 
l. Thin tail to 9; Flat-tail nine: 1922: 2/6 (l x 4 and 2 x 4). 
m. Seorstet: broken lest t: 2/6 ( l x l and 4 x l) • 

The original supply of the 5/- and 10/- printings was short and prices rose 
sharply. In the middle of November 1927, e further supply of each value was then 
placed on sale and lasted until the middle of February 1928 (see Weekly Phila­
telic Gossip, June 2, 1928). 

CASTLE "WIDE-DATE" ISSUE - LATE 1927 
Scott Nos. 77b-79b Stanley Gibbons Nos. 86-88 

About. December 1927, another setting of the Castle overprint appeared on 
all three values. In this value, the figures in the date 1922 ere ell wide­
speced like the original Thoms. The overprinting ink is black instead of the 
blue black of the Thoms. 

This was a separate end distinct issue from the so-called •composites" 
Those who have difficulty in distinguishing these wide-space Castles from 

the earlier Thom wide-date Seorstats would do well to follow the advice of our 
fellow member, Hens G. Zervas ( Revealer, November-December 1962, page 548): 

•This overprint was issued in black end grey black ink in contrast to the 
blue black and dull black used used by Thom to produce their overprints. Aside 
fr0m the ink distinctions, which suffice for the discerning eye to separate 
the two issues, there is another characteristic that serves to separate the 
two overprints. It seems that Thom did their printing against e fairly firm· 
blanket which resulted in a sharp impression of the overprint and only a 
slight embossing of the overprint on the beck of the stamp, whereas Dublin 
Castle used a much softer blanket resulting in e·deeper and t"u=ier impression 
and a very prominent embossing of the· overprint on· the back of the stamp.• 

This issue is a very regular printing showing few varieties. The 2/6 ap­
peared on the Broken R plate, later printings being on the Perfect R plate. 

Variety 

the 
On one of the Castle wide date plates, a damage occurred to position #34 -

second stamp of the ninth row, causing the accent over the second "a" of 
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Scott Nos. 93-95 

•saorstat• to give the appearance of being 
like a circumflex and the •a" below it to 
have a flat and even slightly concave top as 
compared with the usual rounded top as can 
be seen in the first "a" of Saorstat. During 
the use of the plate the circumflex gradually 
wore down until it practically disappeared. 
This is sometimes erroneously thought to be 
the Thom "missing accent" but close examin­
ation will show a very slight trace of the 
circumflex remaining and of course, the flat 
top "a• confirms this fact. 

1934 ISSUE Stanley Gibbons Nos.99-l 

Finally in 1934,when the high values again became depleted in the post of­
fices and no definitive high values had ben yet printed, Dublin Castle again 
issued the three high value British stamps of the period overprinted •sao~stst 
Eireann 1922". 

No difficulty is presented by this issue: 2/6 brown, 5?- carmine and 10/ 
dark blue since they were all overprinted on the new Waterlow current printings 
of Great Britain which can be distinguished from the Bradbury Wilkinson plates 
of the earlier days by the fact that in the Waterlow plates of the British de­
sign there are crossed lines in the background of the portrait of George V 
instead 'Of the horizontal lines of the Bradbury. 

Although we have no reports available of any notable variety in the over­
prints, your editor while preparing this section of the supplement discovered 
in his own collection two very interesting varieties of the overprint which are 
worth mentioning. Two single mint stamps of the 2/6 value appear with damaged 
accents~ both quite similar in appearance (sheet position unknown). The accent 
is weak: in each case and approaches a horizontal position over the "a" of 
"Saorsteit" and in addition the top of the "a" is :flattened. The S of Saorstat 
in each case is ink-heavy and looks like a figure 8. The only difference in the 
two copies is that in one, the :final t of Saorstat has either a slight damage 
or nick or the ink didn't take or a :foreign substance prevented the impress­
ion of the downward stroke. 

This raises the interesting question whether the 
overprinting plate it used in late 1927 which contained 
damaged accent in position #34, the second stamp of the 
print does give the appearance of a worn plate also. 

Castle used the same 
the :flattened a and 
ninth row. The over-

The next high values to appear were, of course, the definite St. Patricks. 

Simple Tests :for Distinguishing High Values - -
l.,The 1934 issue is easily distinguishable by the crossed lined background 
2. The narrow date 1922 is always a Castle printing, either the :first or 

composite plate. 
3. The~ date 1922 single copies o:f the composite plate can be separated 

out by their grey-black ink and the :fact that many letters are badly 
:formed and the type shows distinct signs of wear,sometimes pronounced. 

4.,The~ date 1922 of the late 1927 Castle printing, can be distinguishe 
ably separated because their ink is always deep black and the overprint 
cuts deeply into the paper and is visible on the back o:f the stamp. This 
also helps in distinguishing the Thom "black" trial printing Saorstats. 

5. The wide date 1922 o:f the Thoms is in blue-black and does not cut into 
the back o:f the stamp. 
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