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THE ORIGIN OF THE “IMPERIAL UNION" LABELS
By J. E. Foley

The Feldman handbook states that the labels illustrated in Fig. 1 were issued by
the Irish Imperial Home Rule Association and that they were produced in
Manchester in 1912 to counter previous labels (DF No. L11-13).

An article in Stamp Collecting of June 4, 1932 by Prof. L.W. Renouf, under the &
title “Stamps of the Irish Republican Army, 1922 presented a brief set of Y
comments on various other labels, including the Imperial Union Label, as welt as the e e
IRA items.

The other type is believed to be an aftermath of the 1916 rebellion, and is in the nature of a reply to the Sinn Fein propaganda. The
stamps are of large format, more than double the size of ordinary postage stamps. They bear a temale figure with a harp, flanked by
two columns surmounted with crude Celtic Crosses and entwined with shamrock. A scroll stretched from column to column is
inscribed “Ireland,”” while at the foot of each column is a shield, on which is a large figure 1. Between the crosses at the top are the
words “Provisional Government,”'between the shields at the bottom "Imperial Union,” and alongside each column "Eire.”” These exist
in two colours: green on white and dull orange-brown on white. They are perforated 11, but not gummed. In green this design is
known also on thin card imperforate.

In the July 2, 1932 number of the same journal the indefatigable W. Ward countered in an article entitled “A
Famous Philatelic Hoax!— Truth About Irish Propaganda Labels.” Ward was a prolific writer in the early twenties
for Stamp Collecting and other journals, whose pen, on occasion was a bit influenced by the enthusiasm of its
owner. As we shall see, Ward's philatelic activities were not limited to journalism.

After a few somwhat deflating comments on some of the other labels, Ward gets on to his main subject under the
sub-title “The Great Hoax!"" which with the permission of Starmp Collecting is quoted in full below:

The Great Hoax!

And so to the last stamps described by Professor Renouf, who states that they are believed to be an aftermath to the 1916 rebellion.

These stamps first saw “light’” in 1912, and of course have attained the doubtful honour of notoriety of inclusion in “Phatom
Philately™ by Mr, Fred J. Melville.

They were never intended primarily as other than a political take-off of the period. Neither were they made as most of the above
mentioned labels, from a commerical aspect of pecuniary gain, and from what it has cost the wicked maker of them since in postages,
notepaper, envelopes, and time, must have more than punished him for daring ever 1o show rthat Ulster could have stamps as well as

Sinn Fein.

The design noted by Prof. Renouf is correct, but the descriptions of coulour, etc., are not.

They were sterotyped in six from a half tone block, and printed in panes. There were only 250 “sheets of 6 altoghter printed in
four different colours—rich emerald; pale green; vivid orange; and lukewarm orange-just to show that they had no particular political
bias! They were on fully gummed paper, so that Prof. Renouf’s specimens must have got torpedoed. The “thin card imperforate’ he
describes was from an “explanatory” postal when the “stamps’ were circulated among sundry friends and collectors.

The blocks were made by a process engraver in Manchester, the “stamps’” printed after also being “made-up'’ by the wicked designer
at a friendly printer’s in the Cottonpolis,while the only’post office''they ever saw for “issue’ was that of the writer's who after just
twenty years, feels that he should confess in case other philatetlic writers waste good paper and space in describing as an Irish product,
and at the same time thank many philatelic friends for not giving him away. There were no errors and the “plates’ were burnt long

ago. And no “remainders.”

1 really think that was one of my wicked Manchester friends who suggested when | won the stamp designing competition for the
Margate Congress, after a trip back from Dublin “loaded” with Sinn Fein Propaganda fabels bought at the famous ““Skin-the-Goat's"’
newspaper shop (after they were “prohibited’) that | should "“do” a stamp for Ulster!

Anyway they are as worthy of status as any so-called I.R.A. stamps so far issued--but in Mr. Melville's Phantom Philately!

Just to show that they were only ever considered as an innocuous joke, a certain noble Lady who very much takes to heart the
interest of Northern Ireland, told me in after years that she was sorry that she had not known about them at the time, else she could
have had some fun with them among her friends. Anyway, when stationed on Co.Antrim, none of Sir Edward Carson’s friends indicted
me for a drum-head court-martial!

| think from the above we can reasonable conclude that these items rather than being Political Labels were

indeed nothing more than a philatelic jest. 811
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THE "WEXFORD REGUMS' MYSTERY
James J. Brady

Between the establishment of the Irish Provisional |
Government and the Irish Free State in 1922, an interest- |
ing sidelight to Irish philately first appeared. Values of
the one and two pence Thom 5-line Rialtas overprint were
found to have been regummed and placed into eirculation.
These stamps were believed to be those stolen from Post
Offices in the Wexford area during January 1923.

On January 6, 1923, guerilla units of the 1Irish Re-
publican Army, staged organized raids on a number of Post
Offices. Large quantities of stamps were taken, resulting in a shortage of
stamps available.A story concerning these raids first appeared in the January
20, 1923 issue of Stamp Collecting, written by '"Mac Na Bhaird" *

"I.R.A. POSTAL RAID - On Saturday, January 6, a huge organized

raid of all Southern Irish Post Offices (practically south of a line
from Wexford to Limerick) was made by Flying Columns of the TIrish
Republican Army. In addition to the regummed (rose-colored) 'Irregu-
lar issues', it is anticipated that supplies may be sold with an T.
R.A. overprint. Ordinary civilians were held up and examined before
being admitted one at a time into county offices for the purchase of
stamps. Few Post Offices have more than a shilling or two's worth of
stamps =~ and in the case of Wexford the four main office stocks could
have been bought with a ten-shilling note. Supplies are now only sent
daily to the Post Offices, and, of course, supplies are soon exhausted.
In some places the clerk takes the letter and marks with the cancelling
stamp in the upper right-hand corner, adding the words in pencil, 'no
stamps' -- and I have seen 'postage dues' used as ordinary stamps from
Cork."

This account exaggerates the shortage of stamps at the Post Offices.
It also raises the question of why the author mentions the regummed issues as
if they were already well known since there is no contemporary record of them
Some of the stamps, stolen from one of many Post Office raids, became wet
or damp in the course of the theft, or shortly thereafter, and lost their gum
as a result. They were then regummed by dipping them into a gum solution and
letting them dry. A film of gum was formed on the face and reverse of the
stamps and the white underportions took on a pinkish hue. These regums exist
both used and unused, the former being all cancelled in or about Wexford.
Philatelically, these stamps are also known as the ''Rebel Regums" and the
"Republican Regummed Stamps'. In the 1927 edition of Meredith's The Postage
Stamps of Ireland, they were listed on page 63 at 7/6 unused and 5/~ used for
either the one or two pence Thom Rialtas in blue-black. ‘

Now the question arises as to just who regummed the stamps. Meredith
claims it was the Irish Republican Army, as does the author of the article in
* Probably the nom-de-plume of William Ward, noted for his phantasm
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the January issue of Stamp Collecting. In the Zervas translation of Kohl's
handbook it states:

"The stolen stamps which, as a result of having become damp or

wet, had lost their gum, got into unauthorized hands who, for pri-

vate gain, brought them into circulation or used them for franking

purposes, "

This would indicate the involvement of a second unknown party, which
seems highly unlikely. Besides, most of the information that went into the
handbook was taken from Stamp Collecting or other philatelic trade magazines
which carried very unreliable information in regard to these stamps. The most
probable source of the regumming wag the Post office itself.

Raids on mail trains and Post f£ffices in Southern Ireland were very com-
mon at this time. Trains were frequently stopped near Wexford and looted for
mail. The looted letters were then censored by the I.R.A. and returned the
next day when the train was stopped again. This cycle continued for a long
time, indicating the strong control exerted by the Republicans in the south.
It is quite possible that the "Wexford Regums: were taken in a raid on a
Waterford to Wexford train in July, 1922. An account in Stamp Collecting
February 10, 1923, reported the sentencing of five men to prison terms for
this raid and the recovery of £ 2,570 in stolen stamps. The account continued:

"This case has no connection with the organized raids recently re-
ported. Further raids tock place in the Cork area during the week end-
ing January 20, but several of the raiders w»re caught after most of the
Cork city offices had been cleared of all postage stamps...

""We understand that the Free State Authorities have already an
important capture of the 'Republican Postal Department' and many thous-
ands of pounds' worth of 'the 'looted' stamps have been retaken. As al-
ready described, these have been regummed and were intended for wuse as
postage stamps of the 'Republican Provisional Government' while stamps
overprinted 'Saorstat' have either been destroyed or retained for some
other purpose.

"In most cases the ordinary Postage Due stamps were ignored, re-
sulting in the temporary and authorized use of these as ordinary letter
stamps. Their sale was, however, forbiddemn to the publi¢c, and where
letters were handed over the counter to an official, prepaid, they were
stamped with the Postage Dues, obliterated and forwarded in sealed bags
to their several destinations, with a covering note explaining that no
postage stamps were available..."

In a further account in the March 31 issue, it was stated that the
author had doubt as to whether the regumming was dome by the rebels or the Post
Office. He also said he had found eight or nine pieces, all with Wexford post-
marks,all Thom Rialtas overprints in pairs,and dated from October to February.

In the course of researching the regums,other collectors have informed me
that they have regummed stamps dated as early as September 9, 1922. If the
regums were made from stamps stolen in the Wexford raids in January, 1923, how
then could they have been used in September, 1922 ? There can be no doubt that
these stamps must have come from an earlier robbery.

Photo #1 (page 813) shows used copies of the regums,one of which was can-
celled on 9 October 1922,

As has been shown, stamp supplies in Cork and Wexford Post Offices were
very low. Due to these shortages, letters were prepaid the 2d, rate and for-
warded without stamps. The cover in Photo #2 illustrates this procedure.The 2d.
rate was prepalid and the letter was cancelled with the Knocknagree, Co. Cork
date stamp. In the left hand margin the Post Office official has written '"No
stamps available." The letter is postmarked August 1, 1922, indicating the
shortgae of stamps much earlier than the Wexford raid. '
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The second cover ! i
illustrated in Photo #3: -
also bears the '"'No 0/\
stamps  available" and
is postmarked January
22, 1923, Postage Due
stamps have been re-:
moved from the cover,
The probable sequence
of events for this cover
are: (a) letter posted
on January 22 at small
unspecified Post Qf-
fice and enclosed '"No

Mr. J. D. NUGENT,

Ancient Order of H-ibernians,

1 Mountjoy Squai‘e. '

/Z, ot (ot %

e e i & <
stamps available" but g 2 Vo DUBLIN.
no evidence that post- of T ; e, T,
age had been prepaid; Mol B :

=

b) postmarked at Bantry
the next morning where ' A g AJJ

)2 1/2d. charge marks
applied; c¢) Postage

Due labels affixed at
Fairview, Dublin,
delivering office; d)
addressee refused to
pay postage so labels
were peeled off and
charge marks penciled
out.

In the Zervas : ' ANMQIENT ORDER OF
trans'];atlo'n it states, © 1 MOUNTIOY SQUARS,
Inasmuch as
after many of the
Post Of fices in

Counties Wexford
and Cork were pract-
ically stripped of
stamps, for a few R _
days letters of- S Ra—— ;
fered at Post Qffices had to be prepaid in cash. On letters prepaid in this
manner, postal officials applied suitable manuscript marks of affixed the
required amount of Postage Due stamps, which at that time could not be is~-
sued to the public."

The statement that postage due labels were used in lieu of postage stamps
is incorrect. The author probably saw some unstamped letters that had been
prepaid at origin but the delivery points applied postage due labels when they.
saw no stamps or indication of prepayment (as in illustration #3).So far,there
are no known examples of postage due labels used in place of regular postage
stamps.

Another method of prepayment was to pay for every sixth letter with a one
shilling stamp. These letters would be bundled together with the cover bearing
the 1/~ stamp on top, thus covering the rate of 2d. per letter.

In the F.J., Field collection there were two examples of 4d stamps bisected
and used for postage. One was bisected diagonally and the other vertically.
Both were cancelled in the Cork area.

It should therefore be indicated that the Post Office, who was at times
critically short of regular postage stamps, regummed the damaged stamps. Mg?g
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_examples of the regums are known used with no indication that the Post Office
ever tried to ban or prohibit their use. The regums were probably used only

when diminished or stolen supplies required and usage ceased when new stamp
supplies were received.

# # i#

I would like to express my thanks to member Fred Dixon; without his help
this article would not have been possible.
Photos: Courtesy of F.E. Dixon, and made by S. Boutrelle
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THE FIRST IRISH STAMP DESIGNS

by Rev. John Brennan

Yoeit scalinge :th

On 1lst February 1922 the Irish Postal Authorities invited designs for
postage stamps; this was done in the form of a competition. From the designs
submitted four were chosen; all were used for the lower values:- 1/2d to One
Shilling, No design was considered suitable for use on the higher wvalues:-
2/6, 5/~ and 10/-.

Early in 1923 Professor George Atkinson R.H.A., Principal Dublin Metro-
politan School of Art, was invited to submit designs for the higher wvalues.
For these, the Department suggested three themes:- lst. The General Post Of-

fice building. 2nd. The 0ld Parliament House, College Green; and 3rd. The
Custom House. Later that year, after the death of Arthur Griffith and Michaei
Collins, a further theme was proposed, viz. - Portraits of these two leaders.

It has been alleged that some problem may have arisen for the artist as
regards designs for the G,P.0. and the Custom House. Both buildings had beer
destroyed during the years of fighting; both were being rebuilt. Was it known
at that time if the new buildings would differ in some ways from the old in
design? A sketch by Atkinson exists with "2/6", 'Leat Coroin", '0ld G.P.O.
Dublin'" and some details of design, but not a building.

There was no immediate problem with the (0ld Parliament House, or the
Griffith-Collins theme. Atkinson prepared designs for these, giving an alter-
native arrangement of portraits for the Collins-Griffith stamp. It was alleged
that the Department did not agree that the Collins portrait represented a true
likeness. Hence the design was not used.

It seems that the Department purchased these designs from Atkinson be-
cause essays (or proofs) were sent to the National Museum and are kept there,
The Museum director was kind enough to have them photographed at my request
some years ago. I understand these photographs may be had from the Museum at
any time for a moderate fee.

My information on the history of the higher value designs now jumps to
1st July 1935, On that date Professor George Atkinson, amongst others, was
invited by the Department ''on behalf of the Committee of Selection to submit
816



one or more designs for a new postage stamp to be used for the high wvalues",
It was suggested by them that the design be expressive of Renaissance as
symbolized by emblems, natural objects or heroic figures from TIrish history
or mythology. Details of size, shape and inscription were included; and the
latest date of receipt of design was fixed at 23rd July 1935.

On 21lst July Atkinson sent a draft design in black and white, and a rough
rendering in colour of same, in vertical arrangement. The theme represented a
Warrior and a youth. As an alternative to the Renaissance theme he recommended
the harp. With a sketch of this he included another in pen and ink of a Warrar
with two Wolfhounds standing on a rising slope facing sun rays.

On 4th Octecber 1935 he received a letter from the Department stating that
the Committee of Selection thanked him for all the designs but regretted they
were unable to accept them - none being quite what was required for a Postage
Stamp. However they invited him to submit further designs or sketches embody-
ing a design of his own selection, to arrive not later than 14th October. I
have no evidence that he did in fact submit any further designs for the high
values,

The only other unaccepted design that T know of is one signed by J. J,
0'Reilly with 5 shillings value. I do not know when it was submitted.

I would like to bridge the gap between 1923 and 1935 and for this reason
I approached the Department several times. Although T was given to understand
certain records are held I was not given any information. Now that we are
about to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Irish Stamps perhaps this 1is the
time to try again.

(Photographs courtesy of the Natuonal Museum)

ACCENT INSERTED ON 6d SAORSTAT
>V T W O W W W wwwosww
A recent acquisition of Jim Brady is @ ] -

the 6d Saorstat with accent inserted by hand, g
A very difficult stamp to obtain. Jim g
thoughtfully had an enlarged photo made for °®
the Revealer. A word of warning to members ®
considering the purchase of these accent .
varieties. At a recent New York show, a mem-

ber was offered what appeared to be the same 2
variety by a German dealer. That stamp had a *®
B.P.S. certificate, however on slow examin- ®
ation, the '"inserted accent'" was applied ®
over a normal accent which could be seen with @
the aid of a glass, Moreover, on the reverse,@®

the embossed effect of the normal accent was @
quite apparent. A rather well done forgery - @
however, the dealer claimed that the 'experts" g
must be right and that our member must be mis- g
taken.

WORLD HEALTH DAY ISSUE -~ 7th APRIL 1972
The Irish postage stamp marking World Health
Day was issued in two denominations, 2 1/2p and
12p. Designed by Mr. Louis le Brccquy, embodying
the image of a beating heart.
2 1/2p ( 18,000,000 ) Gold and Brown
12p ( 2,000,000 ) Silver and Gray
Photogravure Revenue Stamping Branch Sheets of
100. Size: 40 mm x 24mm. Perf. 15. Watermark E 817




IRISH PERFINS OR SPIFS

by Fred J. Gommo

There is no difference between a PERFIN or a SPIF except where or in what
country it is used. In England it is a SPIF; here in America it is a PERFIN. I
think it is both in Ireland. The word SPIF is seldom used today, PERFIN having
taken over.

Stamps perforated with the initials of firms or other organizations are
done for security reasons to detect or deter thefts.

Very little has been published on Irish Perfins to date. Green Isle
Philately published two articles by "Hibernicus' in January and May of 1955.
Two Perfin Clubs exist today, "The Perfins Club'" Secretary is Mr. Richard L.
Mewhinney, 4 John Glenn Road, Morristown, N.J. 07960: the other 1is "Security
Endorsement and Perfin Society of G.B., Abbreviated SEPS, Secretary is Mr. J.
Rucklidge, 13, Moncrieffe Road, Sheffield S71HG, England. Neither Club can
offer much on Irish Perfins. Numerous companies headquartered in England use
the same perfin punchings on stamps of Ireland for their company offices in
Ireland.

Per fins can be found on all issues of Irish stamps from 1922 onward to
date. Before 1922 when the stamps of Great Britain were used in Ireland, it
becomes very difficult to separate those used in Great Britain from those used
in Ireland unless one has them with a clear postmark or wused on entire with
corner card of Company. Most collectors of perfins of Ireland start with 1922
onward and try to obtain one copy of each perfin: the specialist would try to
obtain all values of all issues with the same perfin,a most difficult try.

Most perfins have little or no value as almost all collectors usually
throw them out. When one can purchase them, they can be bought for approximate-
ly 30¢ per hundred. Collectors of Irish perfins trade them with other collec-
tors or give them away with no thought as to their value. The highest price I
have paid was 20¢ for a perfin on entire with corner card;these are scarce,

There are two methods of cataloging Perfins, listing the individual num-
ber of punches or holes in each letter with a slash bar (/) to indicate the
number of lines; the other method is to list the total number of punches or
holes of all letters. I prefer the former as it makes it easier to indentify the
similar types. The height of the lines is measured in mm, i.e. H5 would indi-
cate one line5mm high Horizontal; 2H5 would mean 2 lines high 5 mm each, hor-
izontal, The H stands for Horizontal not high. D would mean diagonal; M =
monogram; A in an arc, etc.

Inasmuch as the stamps are perforated by the individual companies on a
perforating machine, no great care is taken to have each stamp perfect, as
sheets of stamps are folded sometimes more than one in order to speed up the
perforating job hence sidewise and inverted as welll as reversed perfins are
very common.

An extract from "EOLAI AN PHOIST" (1959) states:

"Stamps may be perforated with initials, (but not with names of
trade marks), provided that the perforating holes are no larger than those
dividing one stamp from another. The work of perforating the stamps with init-
ials is not undertaken by the Post Office."”

CHECK LIST

This list was compiled from information supplied by Miss Norah Wright,
Messrs Joseph L. Purcell, David Stump and Dr. Harvey G. Tilles.

Certain items in this list are known but have not been seen by the author,
while some of the illustrations used are from collaborators and are from xeroxed
copies.These have been all marked with an X.All stamps with perfins are arranged
in alphabetical order. This list is dated as of 12th November 1971,
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AA/Cold
AAQ/Ce.
AC/LD

AGS/ &Co

B/Ld
B/Ltd
B&Co/Ld/D
B.B/Ld
BP/CoLd
B.T/D
B/TH
BASS
B/TH

C

C/&Co.
C/&Co
C/&Co.
CkCo/Ld
G. 1.

CIE
GC.1.E,
C.5.C
CU/AG

C/&Co.

D

DC
DOCK/RELL
D.R/Co
DRCo/Ltd
ESSO

F.R, Y

G

G

GA/Co

G/CC

G.C.C,
G.J.B/Ld.
GS

GSR (Wide)
GSR (Narrow)
GS/R (0-mm)
GS/R (4-tmm)
GS5/WR

GWR

GWR

GS/R (2mm)%
GS/R (3mm )*
GS/R (5mm %
GS/R (8Bmm))%

HD/ &S
H.L/C.
H.L

IAO/Co,
IAO/Co.
IBP/CoLd
IDCo/ Lid
1/EC

IBP/CoLd
IS/L

J&Co,
J/AN/SL (M)
JP/5

IP/S

K

K/LTD (M)

10-10/8-4-7-7
10-10-10/8-6-1
10-8/7-11

14/7-7
14/7-5-7

12-12-8-6/7-7/11

13-1-13/7-7
14-10/8-6-7-7
13-1-7/11
1547-12
14-10-10-10
14/7-12

9

9/12-9-6-1
8/12-7=6
8/12-8-6-1
B8-13-B-6-1/7-6
7-1-4-1

7-4-9
7-1-4-1-9-1
8-1-11-1-8
7-8/8-9
9/12-9-6-1

12
9-17

9-8:7-9/9-9-6-6

10-1-11/8-6

19-11-8-6/8-5-7

9-9-9-8
8-1-12-1-8
19

15

10-10/Co
9£7-7
11-1-8-1-8-1

10-1-7-1-13/7-7-1

9-9
9-9-10
10-11-12
9-9/10
9-9/10
10-11/14-12
10-14-12
9-12-10
9-9/10
9-9/10
9-9/10
9-9/10

12-12/14-10
11-1-5-1/8-1
11-1-7

5-10-10/8-6-1
9-10-10/8-6-1
4-11-8/7-4-6-6
5410-8-6/7-5-7
5/10-8

5-12-7

6-8/13

4-9

5-10/7

9-10/10
4-11-8/7-4-6-7
4-9/6

7-12-8-6-1
14/10-13/9-7
7-10/11
9-10/9

10

49 (l4x17mm)

2H5
2H5%
2HS

2H5
2H5
IH4
2H5%
2H5
2HS5
2H7
H5
2H5- 4%
Hb6%
2Hb6
2H6-4%
2H4
2H5
H4s
H43
H4L
H5:
2H4 3
2H6%

H1l
H5
2H5%
2H4
2H43
H44
D43
H7$
H8Z
2H4%
2H5
H5%
2H5%
H4i
Hat
H4i
2H4%
2H41
2HS
Ha}
H5
2H4%
2H43#
2H43
2H4%

2H4S
2H5:
HIL

2H5%
2H5%
2H43
2H4
2H5%
H5
2H6
H4l
2H41
2H5:

2H4
2H4%

HAj

Alliance Assurance Co, Ltd
Anglo American QOil Co.

Arthur Guiness Son & Ce. Ltd

Britiesh Thompeon Houston Co. Ltd
British Thompson Houston Co, Ltd

Clery & Co. O'Connell St. Dublin
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

Coras Iompair Eireann (Irld Rys)
Ditto

Clyde Shippinz Co.

Commercial Union Assurance Group
Clery & Co, O'Connell St. Dublin

Dublin Corpn
W. J. Dockrell & Co, Ceorges St, Dn
Dunlop Rubber Co.

Esso Petroleum Co. Ltd Ireland
I, 8, Fry Chocolate Co,

Guiness
Ditto

Guardian Asaurance Co

Great Southern Railway

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Great Southern & Western Railway
Great Western Railway

Ditto

Great Southern Railway

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto
% Digtance between GS and R

Irish American QOil Co.
Ditto

Irish Educational Co, Talbot St, Dn

Irish Shell Ltd
Imperial Tobacco Co.

Irish Shell Ltd
Jacob & Co.

3H9-4-4 Junior Army & Navy Supply Co.

2H5%

ZH5
HS

Hofeonl

&K~ 17mm, L-10fmm, T-l4mm, D-94mm

soune un,
. ]
.
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3 Castles

L&EE T-13-11-11
LE&L/ &G

LA 6-8
LAF/AYE/TTE 7-10-8/10-7-10/
7-7-10

LL b-6
Loy Bl 7-1-7/11
LSS/Co 7-10-10/8-4
MC
MG/ &S 15-10/12-11
MH 17-12
MR/Ld 11-10/6-6
MR/ColLd 15-12/8-6-7-7
MR/Cold 17-12/10-8-7-9
Mc B/kCo 18-7-3-14/12-8-8
McT K 15-6-T-10
NS/PCC
OA/BG 8-8/11-9
0A/GC 8-8/9-7
O'M /Mattese Gross

12-2-21/24
P 10
PAG 9-10-8
PACO (M) 27-33415-20 seiedeke
PB/Ld 10-14/7-6
PDM/Ld B-9-11/8-6
PR 8-10
P,V,/Ld 10-1-9-1/7-7

RE/WR 10-6/12-10
RG 10-9
RI/Co/Ld 10-4/7-4/6-6
sSDO 11-12-10
SM/BP 9-11/11-8
5.8 10~4-10
S/MID 9-11-9
T.B 7-1-13
TH/D 7-12/11
vocC 7-8-7

a8
WkA/G 14-14-11/10
w.B. 15-1-13~1
WC/&S 14-8/14-10
WEIR 14-9-5-11
WILLS 14-5-7-7-~10
W/ITC 12/4-6-17
WIP 15-7-9
w.J. S 16-1-7-1-10
W/ T (Widz} 1246
WwW/T (Narrow) 12-6
W.T./L 15-1-7-1/8
W.B./F, 15-1-13-1/8-1

6-12-6/12-9

H4
2H4+
H4

3H43
H4;

ZH5

2H5

2H43
Hb

ZH4
2H4

2H4}

ZH6

H5%

2H4%
2H4L

2H5:

H9%
Hai

Liverpool & Londen Globe Ins. Co,

London Assurance Co.
Latfayette Photographers

Limerick S/S Co, Dublin
Margate Corpn.

May Roberts Co. Ltd
Ditto

McBirney & Co,

Nat'l Soc. for the Previn of Cruelty

to Children
Qcean Accident & Br. Gen. Ins.

QOcean Accident & Guarantee GCorpn.

John C. Parkes & Son, Ltd Coombe,

Prudential Assurance Co.

2H144-10¢ Patriotie Assurance Co.

2ZHS

2H4
Hai

2HS5E

2H4}
H4%
3H4
H43
2H4%
H5
IH44

Db
2H44

H4$

Hat
2HS5
H53
2H5
Hé
Had

2H4E
H5%
H4:
D4
D4}

2H5

2HS5}

Dublin Corpn

#%% PA supered over CO using punches each other where they cross over,
Railway Executive, Western Division

Royal Glebe Insurance Co,
Royal Insurance Co. Ltd,

Shell-Mexican/British Petroleum Co.

W, & A, Gilbey (Liquor Merchants)

Walter Carson & Sons, Litd, Dbln

Weir Jewellers, Grafton St, Dbin

wW.D, & H.0., Wills & Wm Clarke
& Sons, Dublin
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Photographs by Adrian Boutrelle

Anyone interested in joining the Perfins Club may
write to Mrs. Dorothy Savage, 9312 Muroc St., Bell-
flower, Calif., 90706 who is the official greeter for
new members,

Those interested in the United Kingdom perfins
used in Ireland prior to 1922, should read, 'The
Perfins of Ireland" by M. Leonard and Miss N. Wright
in Irish Philately (IPC) 1971 No. 4 December 1971 ,
pp. 38-40.

S over E on High Value Saorstats

000600

VCOOOGOOOOOOQOOOOOOOOO

O

The S is directly over the E in the low wvalue
Saorstats. On the high values it is not so pronounced
The top stamp in the above illustration is the vari-
ety and occurs on the second stamp of the ninth row.
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PRINTING FLAW

La a Chéad Eisitina
First Day of Issue

Mike Giffney has
sent in a photo of a FDC
of the recent commemor-
ative set to combat rac-
ism and racial discrim-
ination. As can be seen,
there is a large print-
ing flaw in the 4p stamp.
Since this stamp is pro-
duced by lithography, it
is entirely possible
that a few other sheets
also have this inking
flaw,

O'CONNELL FLAW

Jim Brady sends wus
the white printing flaw
across the face of the
0'Connell 2d.  Possibly
some foreign matter on
the plate during print-
ing.

(Photo- Boutrelle)




ACCENTS : INVERTED, REVERSED, GRAVE OR ACUTE
by Rev. John Brennan

I hope I can throw some light on the article '"Inverted, Reversed, Grave
or Acute' - Revealer (Fall 1971) Whole No. 107, p. 780

Since I bear some responsibility for providing information on reversed
accents as incorporated in Feldman's "Handbook of Irish Philately" I would
like to say that basically there are two such varieties.

These are:- 1. Thom SAORSTAT, Row 7 x 4 (Feldman p.46~7) where the main
feature, besides the reversed accent is that the apex of the accented A is
undamaged in any way, and the final t usually slopes slightly downwards +to-
ward the right.

2, Castle ALL WIDE Date O/P, Row 9 x 2, This can be clasgsified reversed
accent in only more general terms because it is really a breaking up accent,
Hence as your article says - "Inverted, Reversed, Grave or Acute', you could
have added "Circumflex or Flat'", In fact it can be so badly broken it is al-
most a missing accent. These are recorded in Feldman as '"Circumflex' on p.56
and as "Flat on p. 58. They are always Row 9 x 2.

However, they can always be distinguished from the Thom (above) because
the top of the accented A is always imperfect, i,e. in forming a proper apex:
usually the t before this A is damaged as well. The illustration of -"Circum-
flex Accent' in Feldman p. 56 is unfortunately incorrect in this respect -
the apex of the A should show damage as it does (correctly) on p. 58 for
""Flat Accent'. Perhaps illustrations showing the last three letters of these
overprints would be best of all, thus:-

'Cj‘c& = Thom (R 7 x &)
£ = = "All Wide Date"
t(\‘c Castle Al(ll{ g xez)al‘:e

There 1s reference in the article

to the tiny ink dot between S and A of ]) NEW! MARCH 1912 ;
|
|
i
!

STAMPS  OF IRELANI]

ILLUSTRATED CATALQG

SAORSTAT. Feldman's Handbook states
(p. 55): "Ehe tiny ink dot OFTEN ap-~
pears between the A and A of SAORSTAT'
This is quite correct. The late Prof-

essor Renouf pointed out this to me Yk HANDSOME EDITION 44 PAGES

many years ago. I studied it carefully Y ILLUSTRATIONS OF ALL IRISH STAMPS

on full sheets and large pieces ever YA PRICES COMPLETELY UP-TO-DATE

since. No regular pattern of dots has Y ALL NEW ADDITIONS

emerged although 14 to 16 per sheet of YA ALL LATEST ALTERATIONS

stamps can be found. Hence the only Yk NUMBERS LISTED BY

wvorth while information I could pass D.F.—5.G.—Scctt—Michel—Yvert

on to help philatelists is in Feldman ONLY $1.00 (Airmail) [

p. 55. This is that where this dot is
found the overprint is always Castle DON'T DELAY—SEND FOR COPY TODAY

"All Wide Date' ; but the fact that it
is not present does not prove the O0/P : .

is not "All Wide Date"

From the enlarged illustration IRELAND'S LEADING DEALERS
vhich accompanies  your article in 102 LEINSTER RD. - DUBLIN 6 - IRELAND
tevealer 1 conclude that Mr. Don- TEL: DUBLIN 977449 ,
welly's stamp is Castle "All Wide H o » 'FE:':ns:TT;sw:::;m
Jate” O/P (Row 9 x 2) as confirmed HEMBERS: BPA. P AV (RAMbURG), BTE C
>y John Sherman. . = = R
Accents broke up to such an ex-
:ent that they became '"Missing" or

'almost missing' accents. The accent
(continued on next page) 823




on Mr. Donnelly's stamp is complete (not damaged) - although obviously re-
versed. Because of the position of the accent on Donnelly's stamp ~ as well
as its shape, i.e., reversed, it seems to be an 1inserted accent - which
incidentally, must be quite rare.

ANPHILEX
One of the truly FTMHSWHWE
outstanding philatelic )

exhibitions was held last
November at the Waldorf
Astoria to celebrate the
75th anniversary of the
Collectors Club of New
York. While there were no
displays of Ireland in . OL&A&%_

the main exhibit, one

collection of Great Brit- SwaWWML

ain contained some out-

standing Irish cancel-

lations, mostly ex Field| W
In addition to the mainl —_—
exhibit, there was a

section reserved for one frame displays of members of the Collectors Club. In
this section, Joe Foley showed the Dollard low values, including the major and
minor varieties, the settings, misalignments, proofs and bogus overprints. In-
cluded was a multiple piece of 51 stamps of the 4d overprinted 1in carmine,
showing the intersection of four cliches of setting two, which were out of
alignment. John Sherman exhibited a remarkable c¢ollection of Irish Railway
Stamps in this section.While many of us have a few examples of these interest-
ing stamps,this was by far one of the most comprehensive collections assembled
of this material, and included various printings, multiple pieces, complete
sheets and the two covers here illustrated, From the write-~up, it was quite
evident that John has not only studied these stamps, but has done considerabie
research as well. These stamps used on cover are seldom seen.

Fig. 1 shows a pair e s P —
of the Londonderry &}
Lough Swilly 1d cancel=p
led in manuscript with}
a British . adhesive can-
celled with a London-
derry c.d.s. The cover
wag carried on the train
to londonderry where it =k
was deposited in the post ]
on arrival. The addressee | - 52 égy/’§2£%;%fﬂ .
H. L'Estrange Ewen was ] &7 &£, /Aﬁfékyzgaauxfﬂf
one of the early collec- ) Jon e
tors of this material and } C;/Jgé%%uﬂ&$ i r{jmjv kﬂ?,L_, g;/’?; _
prepared the standard gt - 4
reference work on the [f = +
subject. Although a phil-
atelic cover, this does
not diminish its import-
ance due to the scarcity of R,R, covers. Fig. 2, is a commerical cover,and is
indeed a difficult item to find. The Belfast and County Down R,R, stamp being
close to the British stamp is nicely tied by the Belfast c.d.s. Needless to
say, John's display drew considerable attention.
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ANOTHER MALCOMSON & BELL
COVER

The last cover illustrated
in the "Irish Postal History"
series from the T. E. Field
Memorial Lecture (Fall 1971
Revealer, page 789) showed a
cover with what was consid-
ered a possible unique three
line marking, "PACKET SHIP
JOSEPHINE / MALCOMSON & BELL
AGENTS / No. 9 DONEGALL QUAY
BELFAST'". That cover origin-
ated in Richmond Virginia, and
was sent to Dublin via Bel-
fast. Shown here 1is another
cover with a similar marking,
recently acquired by J, E.
Foley at a New York auction.

The reverse of the cover
bears the marking ''FORWARDED
16 OCTORER 1832 ? BY MALCOM-
SON & BELL BELFAST / NEW YORK
PACKET SHIP AGENTS', again in
three lines in red.

As near as can be deter-
mined, the type of the wwo
markings is identical and it
is hypothesized that tempor-
ary handstamps made up from
individual brass or type-metal
letters were used by Malcomson
& Bell and probably changed as
required for each packet. This
particular letter originated
in Giford (then in County Down)
as noted on the inside of the letter, where also it is dated September 29, 1832
It is addressed to Baltimore, Maryland, and bears a blurred manuscript marking
in red in the upper right on the front. Nov. 19 also appears on the front.

From these two covers we can reasonably assume that Malcomson & Bell
served as agents for ship mail in both directions between Belfast and New York.
If any member has access to a contemporary Belfast city directory, we would
like to publish any listing that might be given for Malcomson & Bell.

IRISH POSTAGE STAMPS ~SPECIAL ISSUES FOR 1972

The Department of Posts and Telegraphs has notified us that the following
seven commemorative postage stamps will be issued during the year 1972;:

1. April 7, 1972 World Health Day 2, May 1, 1972 Europa Issue

3. June 1, 1972 Patriot Dead 1922-23 4. July 10,1972 Contempory Art

5. August 28, 1972 50th Anniversary of Olympic Council of Ireland

6. October 16, 1972 Christmas Issue 7. December 6th, 1972 50th An-

niversary of the issue of the first Irish postage stamp.

f,:/a}

\
Pt

.?ﬁ; -

FORWALHE 16 0CTOBER 1832 .
RY"MALCOMSON & BELL BELFAST
NEW YORK PACKET Siltp AGEYTS
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IRELAND

Scott # Mint Used

EIRE 24-287 175 165
209 & 6&
7, a %
Today's Bargains — Tomorrow’s Treasures ! o ke
07308 %0 55
BUY NOW AND SAVE! .. 5 W
Scott s Mint Used | Scoll # Mint Used | Scotl it Mint Used 1 Seqlt s Mint Used Fo, N B
e 08 w0 . 85 06 |87 .. 5 0572% ... 13 ™ 2y 5 50
2 o N o 825 — [ 168 ... 300 81|70 . 4405 | er o135 58
3 7870 g 1l 875 — |69 .. A0 Mok L A7 05| @l 30 65
4. 110 55 o3 01100 | 170 ... 160 1000282 .0 W 16 | § A0S
5. 137 140 | o4 00 3400 | 171 35 041 %3 PR I I S BT
6 .. 156 180 |g5 | 14500 — 215 90| 264 8 8 | 5 a o
7. 332 — 18 .....1700 — A 04265 .. 170 140 | g . 5410
8 .. 372 380 (o7 ..., 0 — 105 8t i) g | o - e
9. 80 — a8 . 1700 — 170 1.00 2 42 | g2 = 5]
10 . 278 — | o9 40 06 580 270 e 05 ;
10A ... 11.00 1400 | yp 130 %0 55 .40 21 a2
il ... 3B 280 |qo1 . 25 08 105 66 i
7. 1450 — |402 ... 275 1.80 ORI 2>
13 v 70— e s 06| 180 ... 13 170 B 06
39 s 25— | j54 7 gog zeo | 18 - B T3 2 11
15 ... 15 55 | 1M - 208 20 e 250 2 B {
16 ..... 100 14 T 4250 —— | 183 ... 100 &0 R :
17 ... 150 100 v N8B e ] yog ] B 16
o 2 IR e T T — &£ a2 o 150
I e T | es 3 o 182 ]
200 7m — S0 — 29 543 —
2 . z'm - 08 .. 85 04 '32 .B(J 219 e
AL B om e 0502 %0 BN 2100
» 0 . 100 — 0w 15 .10 | New Dec‘:imal
g . g g . % '?1 g: K-l Bookiet 2.00
. 7 . y KL
%b 400 — " B T IRELAND VARIETIES
. 400 — 0 60| 1. Scott 1, 2, 4 Mint Pairs, |eft
3 . 76 65 - 5 % stamp date 1022, Right 1922 . .. 2,00
2 ... 170 — 00 48 | 2 Scott 1, 2 Mint, Year 1922 at top 26.00
I 216 200 - 0 3 04 | 3 Scott 1, 2 B Mint Offset of over-
... 1.% 100 ¢ 90 42 print on reverse ................ 4.00
B o 300 — . 35 04| 4. Secott 6 Mint thick dot over C 2.25
N ... 2% 2% o ' 15 75| 5 Scatt 7 Mint, full day prinl 0G
M. 7.0 — 2 .. 80 B .04, VF, reported rare 8.50
R 640 500 - . ‘92 2501 6 Scott 15 (3}, 15a (1) Block of Four
- e 60.00 72.00 % M @ 3 Mint LH lower right “PENCF." 17500
g 3&5&33;;&] : i o s 7 Swllf. 18a Mint LH, inverted over-
. . 00 - > : i print ... .
I By RO - B %1 g Scott 19 Mint NH. Cail werlical
0 e B — | 1& ... 185 = 8 steip of 4 w/join on top, V6, 06 4.25
4 . 160 — SIS 2% og| 9 Scoit 21 Mmt ].H Coil noriz. pair
a2 . 365 240 | 18 . o5 ' sg | wrioin, VF, 06 ... 17.00
4 . 980 960 | 1%Ba ... 100 ~- ‘0 5p | 10. Scott 21 Mint NH Coil hariz. strip
4“ . o s |1@... 20 M o P 3T S . 31.80
& w1 -ﬁ’ & |1 Seott 2 Used, date on top ..... 21.00
L) 2o |13 I'Sg 10 73 04/ 12 Scott 40 Mint LH, year omitted .. 36.00
a7 2 @ |12 s B2 p4| 13 Scott 45 (3), 436 Mint LH Block
a4 ..... B — 3. Ir -45 0 .09 of 4, lower righl stamp, “miss-
a9 ... | g7 | 134 3. 55 27 ing accent,” hand stamped but
50 . 104 — | 15 . 432 05 2w invetted oispenine s 8.00
Sf s 4 1 | 1% ... 18 &3 34| 14 Scotl 45 (3), 45b Mint LH Block of
T 14 83 |13 . i o4 25 1510 four, lower right stamp “missing
53 ... 144 139 | 12 . a0y 5 14 accent,” hand stamped
BL e 374 - | 1@ 80 45 B e 5 )95 Scott 59-62, S%a-Géa Minl NH
55 s 164 159 4. 175 44 23 T vertical paired seb ............ 5
% ... 9001050 | 14 ... 10905 | FE e - a | 16, Scott 59 Mint N, Horiz, Strip
57 1. 1400 1350 | 12 . (3 D Tp e g sl of 4, VF, OG, owner reparted over-
[ 700 — | 148 ... 4 “50 5% 0 15 Ga| _print 'imk ‘botted ... 2.5
59 . 50 . | 1M ... 370 180 [ S e 2 217 Scott 5050 Mint NH horiz. paired 3.00
& ... 15 — | 145 z Mog ‘3 03|18 Scott 5962, 59 -62a Mint LH
61 soee 280 —— | 1B - 153 .90 o @ A5 vert. paired set
Blasrse _— | M7 ... 3 05| Z 0 5q| 19 Scott 59-62, 5%-2a Mint LH
62 ..... 100 — 148 . 470 270 24 7oA horiz, paired set
2a 700 — | 19 . 305 : Ty 1|2 Scntl 60 Mint LH Coil horiz, strip
& 0 s |10 4m oz BE - R G| a3 W
&% ..o 97 o4 | 11 . 110 06 1T e g 2t Seott 60 {21, 8l Mint LH horlz.
o . » gz |12 365 105 | SE ot cag ga| . strip of 3, Center G0a 50
B8 . RTTI E 3 0 SE T m a2 Scott 60 (2), 60a Mint NH, horiz.
a0 o | 198 ... 285 105 4 EE e m SR strip of 3, 6da left, 60 joined ... 11.00
d2oop | 188 . 30 05 | BT e 8 g9 | 2. Scott 61 (2), 61a Mint NH, Horiz,
w0 a4 | 156 . 220 100 |28 e o S8 Sirip of 3; Ba on left 60 joined .. 31.50
fa0 s | 157 .. 50 04 | M B0 ag Scont 61 (2), 6la Mint LN, strip of
10 j2 | 198 ... 223 0oy 02 0 3, 61a in ceater, 61a and 60 joined
260 .72 199 . 30 08 22 03 02 on top ............ o enanineeny 3.5
175 10 | 180 ... 170 10050 B0 7 Sttt 62 Minl LH 7 7.00
goo s | 161 .. 38 07 E ‘07 ‘g2| % Scott €2, 622 Mint LH, paired ... 6.00
1200 1400 | 162 ... 440 233 | 5 {0 35| 2 Scott 62, 62a Mint NH, paired .. 830
D400 — | 183 ... 005 o 03 02| @ Scott 118 Used Cut Square, cancel
bR |18 TS R (B B M 0 B
78h . — 2450 % » L 2 O 3 no  chees ane,
n . B | 186 ... 225 100 =8 RE light Cancel ...........oooevvnens 1.75
é'? """ g _‘E.B NOTE: Maney returned if not satisfied. Inimedlate refund if sold oul, Allerate Mist
® ... 165 110 appreciated, Orders under $3.00, add postage. Special orders filled on request. | buy
& . ;45 ‘08 Ireland stamps only. Mail your list or stamps for appraisal,
B
R R GEORGE J. GINOVSKY
87a ... 1790 — | P, O. Box 31142 Washington, B. C. 20031
8 ... 0 .06
8 ... 115 &

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Vincent C. Kelly

Munster & Leinster Bank Ltd.

13, West Street
Drogheda, Co

Tage Lindstrom
Ellehsvagen 18 5183
41 Taby, Sweden

D, J. 0'Brien

48 Pinewood Square,

St. Athan, Barry CF6 9ZZ
Wales, Great Britain

John R. Smallman
Tyrone Village, R.R. 5
Bowmanville, Ont. Canada

J. R, Stritch
Box 802

Listowel, Ontario,Canada

Francis E. Welch
P.0. Box 500
Conway, N.H. 03818

DEATH OF FRED GOMMO
it is with a deep
sense of personal loss
that we report the death
of Fred J. Gommo, whose
article on the 'Irish
Perfins' is printed in
this issue. He was an
outstanding member of
EPA who shared his re-
search with all of |us.
We express our deep con-

dolence to his family.

LITERATURE NOTES

"The Overprint on
the G.B.Ulster Paintings
Issue'. Irish Philately
Dec. 1971 p. 43 (see The
Revealer, Vol, XXII No.2
pp.807-809).

"Unofficial or Bog-
us Red Overprint: Irish
Philately Dec. 1971 pp.
4445 (see The Revealer,
Vol. XXII No. 1 p.781).

.Louth,Ireland



