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President's Notes: 
AUCTIONS - The quarterly E.P.A. Auctions play a very 

important part of our overall activities, as well as provide some 
nnancial assistance to E.P.A. You are strongly urged to support 
lhe auctions by participating, either as a seller or buyer, or both. 
Our new Auction Manager, Bill Zellers, is a very competent 
auctioneer and he eagerly awaits your participation. 

CAPEX - Please note that the E.P.A. · CAPEX meeting 
date has been rescheduled to Satw-day, June 17th, 1:00 - 4:00 
p.m. Eugene Labiuk has graciously provided us with a meeting 
location at his place of work, Rous & Mann Printing Co. The 
meeting place is located two blocks west of the Sheraton Center 
Hotel at 172 Simcoe Street. 

One of the highlights planned for the E.P.A. • CAPEX 
meeting will be the presentation of an excellent slide program. 
In addition to the slide program, members are requested to 
bring along a philatelic item or two of Interest which they can 
present and share with the members. 

CHAPTER.- I am pleased to announce !hat Ed Sullivan has 
been successful in forming an E.P.A. Chapter in the Chicago 
area. Ed informs me that he has met with much enthusiasm on 
the forming of the Chapter. The kickoff meeting will be held at 
COMPEX. Congratulations to you, Ed, and we wish you much 
success. 

The formation of new E.P.A. Chapters In all geographic 
areas is strongly encouraged. I will be most happy lo assist any­
one in the forming of an E.P .A. Chapter. 

DEALER COMPLAINTS - The Board of Directors have 
expressed inlerest in dealer complaints by members. Members 
are asked to step forward with any legitimate complaints 
against dealers in order that all complaints may be cleared up 
as soon as possible. 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE - One of the most important 
aspects in philately is the sharing of information and enjoyment 
with other enthusiasts. Members of our Association should take 
an active role In aiding new collectors and In suggesting 
membership in our Association as a method for enhancing the 
enjoyment of ow- hobby. Membership brochures and ap­
plications area vailable from our Secretary. 

GARVIN F . LOHMAN 

Secretaty's Report 
Feb.28, 1978 

This Is 11 sad llme Of the year for the Assoclallon. We are dropping 55 
members this month for non.payment of dues and shall drop probably JO 
mon members nex1 monlh, The lorgesl wst In our or11onlz11tlon Is for 
publishing and dlstrlbullng the award.winning R1vHl1r. Obylously, lhe 
larger the press run the per copy cost becomes less e>tpenslve. We are In a 
never ending battle to keep the dues as tow as possible, thus, our reason 
for promot ing our growth In membership. Pleas holp us replace the 
members we have had to drop. 

This might be the time to state our policy on re. Instatement. we do 
require a Sl.00 charge to reinstate a member who has been previously 
dropped for non.payment of dues. In addition the rtlnf!ated member 
must reimburse the Association tor any copies Of The Revealer received 
In the membership yor that dues were not paid. we have been very 
benevolent In our policy of c.rrylng members for tlx months Into the new 
veer before dropping them. Beginning September 1, 1978, our grace 
period will be curtailed. Those not paying their dues by November 30, 
11178, wlll be dropped from membership. Thlssl'lould not be of any concern 
to the vast majority of our members who renew their membership In 
A•uoust and September each year. Our sincere thank.a go oul to those 
members. 

NEW MEM &ERS 
l:JV KOHAGEN, ROGER, 11831 Peart Rd. No. 611, Stronosvllle, Ohio 

'4136 
1328 WILSON, GORDON 8 .. P.O. Box 3291, Falls Cnurch, Virginia 22083 
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1329 FLUCK, JOHN G., 1809 Skyline Orive, Fullerton, CA. 92631 
1330 HUMPHREY, RONALD C., Route 1, Mitchel l, GA. 30820 
1331 SULLIVAN. JAMES J., P .O. Box 6164, Virginia Beach, VA. 23456 
1332 REINERS, GERNOT H., 67 Femwood Rd., Larchmont, New York 

10538 
1333 O'DONNELL, MICHAEL J ,, 2735 N. Rice St., Apt . 316, Rosevllle, 

MN 55113 
1334 ADAM, ANTHONY JAMES. Box 1145 Southern Station, Hat. 

tlesburg , MS. 39401 
1335 SULLIVAN, BILL. 3255 Stuff or .. Orlando, FL. 32809 
1336 GIVENS. PAUL T .. 2707 Falrmount Ave .• Atlanllc City, New Jersey 

08401 
1337 MADIGAN, JOHN M .• 15S41 Cottage Grove, OOllon, 111. 60419 
1338 KEOWN, JOHN P .. 2268 Kent Place, Union, New Jersey 07083 
1339 CAVANAGH, Elvin H .. 611 Shue Drive, Todd Estates, Newark, 

Delaware 19713 
1340 TASSO, THOMAS J ., Shorecrest Drive, Box 302, Bull Shoals, 

Arkansas 72619 
1341 LACASSE, RAY MONO P., Box 171 USNAVCOMMSTA, FPO, New 

York, New York 09516 
1342 DALY, EDWARD J ., 18 Hovey Street, Quincy, Massachusetts 02171 
1343 BARKER. e . F •• 1550 rue McGregor, Apt. 1504, Montreal , Que., 

H3G1C2 Canada 
1344 RIGGS. PATRICK, 2314 Dancy s t .. Austin , Texas 78722 
1345 GILLESPIE, GEORGE E., 833 E. 38th St., Brooklyn, New York 

11210 
13'46 McKEON. Harry J . 1907A Humphrey Merry Way, Elkins Park. PA. 

19117 
1347 WALSH. WILLIAM J .. JR . 9212 N. Osceola Ave .. Morton Grove. 111. 

60053 
1348 O'CONNELL. KERMIT, 1118 Delano St., Durham, N.C. 27703 
1349 RICCIO, DOMINICK J ., 235 W. 76th St., Apt . 40, New York, New 

York 10023 
1350 SCHMIOT, Rot>ert F ., P .O. Box 12435, Cinc innati, Ohio 45212 
1351 ARONOFF , HAROLD M., 152.55 11th Ave .• Whltestone, New York 

11357 
1352 UNDERDOWN , CATHERINE T., P .O. Box 1255 Walterla Sia., 

Torrance, CA. 90505 
1353 LAFFIN, ROBERT G .• 227 Trinity Ave .. Glastonbury, Conn. 06033 
13S4 WOODS, DR . PAUL J • • Hollins College, Roanoke, VA . 24020 

RESIGNED 
Norman N. Kohn, Helen Blggane 

DECEASED 
Michael Cogan , Wiiiiam E . Gallagher, Francis A. Murphy, A. T. Sedgley 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS 
Members as of November 30, 1977 610 

New Members 28 
Resigned 2 
Deceased 4 
Dropped 55 -33 

Members as of February 28.1978 577 

From the Editor's Desk 
The Treasures of Ireland are in San Francisco! The 

exhibition of masterpieces of early Irish art that is presently on 
display at the M. H. de Young Memorial Museum, Golden Gate 
Park, San Francisco, is by far the most important group of 
objects that has ever left Ireland. This extraordinary exhibition 
consists of some 59 metal objects. processional crosses, gold 
torques, chalice s, reliquaries, brooches, bell shrines and pins, 
plus a group of monastic books representing the period from 
1500 B.C. to 1500 A.O. lt is not a large exhibit, as exhibits go, but 
includes nearly all the major pieces left to Ireland after cen­
turies of war, burning and pillage. 'fhe exhibit comes from the 
collections of Ireland's National Museum, The Royal Irish 
Academy and Trinity College, Dublin. 

Among the many exquisite metal objects on display are the 
silver Ardagh chalice with its magnificent inlaying, chasing and 
enameling and the Tara brooch. This masterpiece, from about 
A.O. 700, embodies an amazing assembly of materials and 
complex techniques - gold, silver, copper, amber, glass, 
enameling, filigree , wirebeading, granulation. inlaying and 
soldering. As wonderful as the metal objects are, they are, I 
believe, overshadowed by the manuscripts, particularly the 
famous illuminated manuscript, the Book of Kells. Its work­
manship is so intricate and delicate and the colors so beautiful 

that it is a delight to see. The Book of Kells is and probably 
always will be the most sophisticated work of the decorative 
arts in the history of painting. 

All members are urged to see the exhibition if possible. It 
will be in San Francisco until May l4th, then go to Pittsburgh, 
Boston and Philadelphia. It is scheduled to return to Ireland in 
May, 1979. 

+ + + 
Associate Editor Joe Foley's transfer to New Jersey lasted 

for a grand total of three weeks. Re is now back in Colorado and 
his new address is to be found in the masthead. 

+ + + 
We are particularly pleased to present the E.P.A.'s revision 

of W. G. Meredith's The Postal Stamps of Ireland in this issue, 
which will be continued until complete. In addition to being the 
most comprehensive listing of the minor overprint varieties, 
Meredith used Gaelic type which was broken as appropriate to 
match the variety, to illustrate his work. Our printer, working 
with a copy of the original book, has been able to duplicate this 
style of presentation. This series will be of lasting value to our 
members. 

+ + + 
From Vince Linnell a note, concerning A. T. Sedgeley's 

death, which arrived too late for the January Revealer. "Sedge" 
was in his second year as President of the Irish Philatelic CircJe. 
Prior to that he had run their auction for many years. His main 
philatelic interest was Irish Postal History with emphasis on 
Ireland's Armed Forces. He had retired last year and moved to 
Lincoln where he and his wife, Molly, planned to spend their 
retirement. Many of us in Lhis country got to know him through 
correspondence. He was always gracious and willing to pass on 
his knowledge. He will be sorely missed. Our condolences to his 
family. 

+ + + 
E .P.A. members continue to do well exhibiting. President 

Garvin Lohman won a silver for his Irish Meter Mail at the 
ColJectors' Club show in San Francisco. Vice President Mike 
Priestley took the "Trotter Cup" at the Scottish Philatelic 
Society's annual competition in Edinburgh in December with his 
display of the Harrison 5 line overprints. On January 24th the 
Society invited him to show his Irish overprint collection which 
was well received, one Scot commenting that he had had his 
eyes opened to the possibili.ties of an apparently dull issue! Mike 
wi!J be exhibiting his Thom 5 lines at the annual Federation of 
Scottish Philatelic Societies competition. We wish him well. 

+ + + 
We welcome another new author to the fold. In this issue 

Jim Howley of Toronto, Canada, presents the introduction to 
what will be a series of articles covering the Postmarks of 
Ireland from 1922 up to the present. I hope you find it as 
delightfl\l as I did. 

+ + + 
Speaking of postmarks . . . . The Irish Philatelic In-

formation Service issued a bullelin in November stating that 
new date-stamps will be ;graduaUly introduced for the many 
towns whose Irish-language name forms have been changed by 
the Placenames Commission. Peter B. Hynes, a new advertiser 
in this issue, sent along a copy of the list of new Irish names for 
the Library. ll is available for loan. 

+ + + 
Despite all the trials and tribulations of the weather in the 

mid-west where The Revealer is printed, the January issue of 
the Revealer managed to reach most members without being 
too late. Because auctioneer Bi!J Zellers was scheduled to leave 
for a trip to Ireland, however, the closing date of Auction Sale 
No. 42 had to be February 28th. That made it very tight for 
bidding. Even so, all but about 30 lots were sold. To be fair to the 
vendors, we will offer these lots again in this sale. We will ex­
tend the closing date until June 30th. Don't forget, send your bids 
to the Editor. Also, vendors send me lots for the July sale. 
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The Editor, 
The Revealer 

Oear Sir, 

Editor 

David Feldman I.Id 
Postage Stamp Dealers 

I found Or. Oulln's letter of November 12th <RevHler, January 
Issue) Interesting. However, I would not agree with his views In compar. 
Ing the Feldman auction In Zurich (June, 1977) with the Robson I.owe 
"Palmer" Sa le (October , 1977). 

The two sales were remarkably slmllar In their content ot over· 
printed material and I made !he following comparisons : The "Palmer" 
overprints numbered 88 lots and fetched £10,300, 'l1 lots were described 
with faults; The Feldman overprints were 94 lots and fetched £ 11,600, 36 
were described with faul ts. Blunt perforations were the order of the day 
tor both Sales (as Is normal for Irish seahOrsesl so no account for this has 
been taken. 

For this reason I would hesitate to describe the " Palmer" Sale as 
Infinitely superior - I rather suspect Or. Dulin enjoyed this sale from the 
aspect ot profiting from the auctioneers' Incorrect descriptions. 

Aside from all this, the next Feldman Auction takes place In Zurich 
June 27·30and has £70,000 ($150,000) catalogue value ot Ireland, mostly 
overprints with rarities not seen for years. If any of the readers of The 
Revealer would Hke to have an Auction catalogue we wlll be only too 
happy to send II free of charge. 

Regarding Fred Dixon's note on the lmperforate Hely essay, I have 
seen examples so badly misperforated (as with Dollard) that making an 
"imperforate" would be quite easy. The perforations allowed for a 3.4 
mm margin on two sides between the design and the teeth . Any " Im. 
perforates" would have to have w ide marg ins on all four sides to be 
convincing . 

TRIM 

OFFICE NAME CHANGES 

Yours sincerely, 
David MacDonnell 

, 
Random Notes 

by F.E. Dixon 

ln English Trim 
equals neat, an ad­
jective quite inap· 
propriate for the can­
cellation sketched here­
with, 47mm across. It 
was the cancellation on 
a parcel sent to Fr. 
Brennan in June, 1975. 
Of course, it should be in 
Irish, BAILE ATHA 
TROIM - Ford of the 
Elder Trees. 

1 

From lst December many small offices change their names 
and Postmark collectors will have more headaches trying to 

locate and understand such monstrosities as ARD 0 BH· 
FICHEALLAlGH, formerly ARD AN PHUILL, and to most 
people still ARDFIELO in Co. Cork. Some of the revisions will 
be more welcome: Ballina will be BEAL AN ATHA instead of 
BEAL ATHA AN FHEADHA. A neat simplification is SUi LU 
instead of SAIL-MHAGH, for SELLOO, Co. Monaghan. The first 
change l have seen is in the machine canceUation of Longford. 
now AN LONGFORT instead of LONGPHORT. And the next is a 
handstampof a new style with thick rim, small lettering and two 
concentric arcs at foot. It is from NewPort in County Tipperary 
but under Limerick, and formerly TULACH SHEASTA. 

OBITUARY 
The death has occurred of Fr. Dona! O'Sullivan, SJ , for long 

a prominent figure in the Art world and from the start chairman 
of the Stamp Design Advisory Committee. 

POSTAL HISTORY 
The concluding installment of the account of the Irish Post 

Office, 1784-1830., appeared in the Bulletin of the Postal History 
Society for Nov.-Dec .. 1977. 

DUBLIN AUCTION 
The much publicized auction of 2nd December was not well 

run, and inevitably there were comparisons between it and the 
series run by Dr. Paul Singer and Shanahans' 20 years ago. The 
most highly valued lots were all knocked down at prices higher 
than any or the dealers or collectors present thought reasonable. 
But other lots were bought in the room relatively cheaply. 

POSTAGE DUE MARKINGS 
It is hard to find examples of any modern Postage due mark· 

ings - and even harder to find used postage due stamps. In the 
case of the markings, there is a new series, necessitated by the 
decimalization of weights. The only one 1 have seen so far was 
applied in Cork, but similar rubber handstamps were probably 
issued to many offices. 

iO UNPA ID 

OVER GRM 
PAY ~----- ------ -

p INIT IALS 
--- --------------

The sketch shows layout only and is not to scale. 

NEW SLOGAN 
Almost every year something new is sneaked out in the pre. 

Christmas period and collectors are caught unawares. In 1977 it 
was a slogan for "CLONAKlLTY BEACH CENTRE WEST 
CORK," earliest date so far seen being 17 December. And the 
Irish name has been made more complicated - CLOICH NA 
COILLTE, not one of the changes listed as due lst December. 

THE lRISH IN WORLD WAH 11 
A recent find is pa.rt of an envelope with a rubber-stamped 

cachet on the flap showing a cross and "HOSPITAL de Ja 
CROIX ROUGE !RLANDAIS a St. L6. Normandie." When was 
this hospital established and what range of patients did it succor 
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POST OFFICE GUIDE 
Last year's Christmas surprise was the publication without 

any advance notification of both parts of "Eolai an Pboist, 
1977," at the ridiculously low price of !Op per volume. Most 
philatelists will be content with Volume 1 (Inland Services and 
General lnformalion) with its complete listing of the English 
and Irish names of the post offices in all 32 Irisb counties. The 
lrish forms seem to be the newest modifications. 

STRIKE 
l was among the many sufferers through the postmen's 

strike which stopped postal deliveries in the Dublin 6 area from 
24. December to 4 January. And we suspect that some mail 
"disappeared." So if you wrote me and did not get an answer, 
please write again. 

MISSING YEARS 
As usual, several post offices began the year with no new 

year plug for their cancelling machines. Those noted so far are 
Enniscorthy, Galway, KilJarney, Mullingar, Navan, Thurles, 
Tralee and Youghal. 
BROADCAST 

On lst February Radio Eirann released a 45 minute radio 
documentary, "Stamp Collecting in Ireland," produced by 
Cathal 0 Griofa, an active enthusiast, and compiled from 
recorded interviews with several philatelists, tan Whyte, 
Seamus X. Keams, Alice Forgarty, David Rose, etc., and 
myself. I was unable to hear it but received favorable reports 
from those who could. 
MILEAGE MARKS 

Ian Whyte has allowed me to inspect a quantity of covers of 
the Georgian period which yielded a remarkable number of 
unrecorded mileage marks: 

ARDGLASS 80 - 1826 red 
BYBORO 43 - 1816 black 
BANTRY 176 - 1823 red 
BELTURBET 61 - 1817 black 
CASHCARRIGAN 90 - 1813 black (now Keshcarrigan> 
C.bBAR 122 - 1813 black 
CLARE 117 - 1814-15 black (later Claremorris) 
CLONEGAL 51 - 1813 black 
KILMALLOCK llO - 1832 red 
LOUGHBRICKLAND 58 - 1815 red 
MARKETHILL 61 - 1822 red 
OLD Cb 46 - 11114 black 
RATHFRILAND 57 - 1813 black 
TRALEE 151 - 1813 black 

PENNY POSTS 
There were no unrecorded Penny Posts, but three letters 

were headed from Maguiresbridge, and bad LISNAKEA 
PENNY POST with su-omce number 1, confirming that at­
tribution. 

:Jofin <R . ..Small.man <J?. Cng . 

!Ba.ddeck, .JI/ova :Ecolia 

C!anadu. !Bo E • 1 !Bo 
'Jel .f 902) 295-3044 

FINE STAMPS OF IRELAND, n;., a. 
CANADA AND PROVINCES ~lC!l:ml'l 

Member: E.P A ., R P.S.C., C.P.S.G .B@n1~ 7J 
Canadian Stamp De.ilers Assoc1alton 

Q.omprot11msl11tr Price List free 10 E.P .A. Members 

LITERATURE NOTES: by J.E. Foley 

Stamps or Ireland. Specialised Catalogue, )avid Feld­
man, Ltd., 102 Leinstr Road, Dublin 6, Ireldlld. 92 pp., 
£ 1.50 

The catalog made its appearance in late 1977 and was available 
at the ASDA show. ln past reviews we have stressed that this 
little publication is much more than a dealer's price list and the 
latest edition is no exception. At such a modest price, this is 
something no collector of Ireland should do without. A new 
feature this year Is a section on Great Britain used in Ireland. It 
lists the basic British stamps of the first two reigns and quotes a 
price for an Irish cancellation. While some might dispute this 
rather simplified treatment, let's remember that this is the only 
(lo my knowledge) priced listing of this type of mater ial , a~d a 
comprehensive listing of the combinations of the appropriate 
British stamps (say per Gibbons) times the great number of 
Irish cancellations would result in a book of probably severaJ 
hundred pages. This listing of political labels has been expanded 
and now includes the large format Home Rule and Anti Home 
Rule labels of 1914. The overprints are now priced in never 
hinged as well as unused, hinged condition. A Little more at­
tention is given to minor overprint varieties. Another new 
section is Airmail Flight Covers which is quite well done. The 
Postal Stationery listings have been expanded from the previous 
edition, but the Registered Letter Envelopes could stand~ little 
more improvement. The illustrations, which were good in the 
previous editions, have been further improved. Perhaps Scott 
should use Feldman's printer! All in all, this is an outstanding 
reference work. 

+ + + 
Irish Philately, U.K., Irish PhiJatelic Circle, Volume 
1977, September, L977 , No. 3 

O. M. Richards leads off the issue with a well-illustrated article 
on the datestamps of Ireland from 1894 with this section on the 
rubber stamps. This Is followed by listing by B. Warren on the 
coils and booklets of the decimal watermarked issue showing 
the layout and makeup of these items. Norah Wright's perfin 
catalogue is continued. Another article by R. French on 
designing cachets is included. F. E. Dixon's "Random Notes" 
concludes the issue. 

+ + + 
D. F . Newsletter, Dublin, David Feldman, Ltd., Summer 
ond Augumn 1077, Vol. 2, Nos. 28 and 29. 

The Autumn Issue begins with another excerpt of R. G. Booth's 
Revenue catalog followed by another installment of British 
postal stationery listings, both unpriced. A tabulation of the 
various unwatermarked definitives noting their dates of issue is 
Included. David MacDonald reports on Feldman's June auction 
in Zurich. There are five pages of letters to the editor, which are 
interesting. A chcckllst of the 1971-74 watermarked animal 
definilives concludes the issue. 

The Winter number has a further excerpt of the Booth 
catalogue. William Kane has a very interesting article on the 
1962 Postal Workers Strike, well worth reading. Again there are 
letters to the editor. Bill Kane reports on some auction 
realizations but from 19361 

POSTAL 
STATIONERY NOTES: 

by J . E. Foley 
We now have an illustration of the envelope with inverted 

die reported by Mike Giffney In the January issue. 
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It 's always nice to know someone reads this column, and we 
were pleased lo receive a letter that Brian Warren sent LO lhe 
editor, part or which follows: 

"The main reason for writing is re. your excellent 
reg. envelope lis ting. You wi ll be aware that the 37p in 
Size K has been recently issued. tlate t977L Also, a 
couple of months ago lhe G size 37p appeared on lhe old 
scrim lined stock with t2p fee mentioned on the back. ll 
has now reverted to the new duplex manila paper, i.e. No. 
45. 

" I can also add that the first of the duplex envelopes, 
the 25p s ize K, was indeed issued in 1975 \ Nov-Deel . So 
you can remove the question mark. 

"I have seen the manuscript a lteralions as per 37 in 
your list but as such alterations can be applied by any­
body, I personally would discount same. 

"Nole the foreign compensation limit is £7.20 since 
1-4-77. This means all curr ent envelopes which have 
£ 6.35 could alter like the t4p issues of 19i L-3." 
One comment on the letter in regard lo No. 37. Brian Warren 

is correct that anyone could add the manuscript a lte ration. but 
of Uiose that I have examined, fewer appear to exist without llie 
alteration which is why No. 36 was pr iced s lightly higher. 

Auction Sale No. 43 
CLOSING DATE . , .. JUNE 30th. 1978 

Send Bids To: John J . Blessington. 4302 SI. Clair Ave., Studio Cl!y. CA 
91~4 

Lot Dascription 
1. Sc 142-144 Holy year, used c .v. 12 .~ 
2. SC 1'5·146, ThomasMoore,mlnt LH. CV 1.90 
3. Sc 147.i48, An Toslal , used, eds, CV 9.4S 
4. Sc 149. 150, Robert Emmett. used, 150 crease CV 10.so 
5. Sc 151. 152, Marian Year, mint LH CV 5.70 

Reserve 
3.50 
1.40 
3.50 
3.50 
3.50 

6. Sc 153-154, Newman, 153 NG, 154 mlnt NH CV 7.50 
7. Sc 155-156, Barry, Mint, NH gum creases CV 6.30 
8. Sc 157·158, Redmond, m int LH CV 7.50 
9. Sc 159· 160, O'Crohan, used, CV 4.70 

10. Sc 161 ·162, W. Brown, used, CV 13.10 
11. Sc 163· 164, Wadding, mint LH, CV 5.70 
12. Sc 165-166, Clark. mint LH CV 5.80 
13. Sc 169· 170, Constitution , mint LH, CV 2.60 
14. Sc 111.112, Gulness, used, cv 7 .35 
15. Sc 173-174, Refugee Year, used. CV 2.20 
16. Sc 175· 176, Eur()j)a 19~. m int LH, CV 8.40 
17. Sc 177-178, Aer Llngus, mint LH, CV 2.~ 

18. Sc 179· 181, St. Patrick, mint LH, CV 4.70 
19. Sc 182-183, O'Donovan. mint LH, Cv 3.55 
20. Sc 184· 185, Eur()j)a 1962, m ini LH, CV 1.80 
21 . Sc 186·187, Freedom From Hunger . mini LH cv2.10 
22 . Sc 188· 189, Europa 1963, mint LH, CV 4.20 
23. Sc 190· 191, Re d Cross. mint LH. CV 1.05 
24. Sc 192-193, Wolf Tone . used, CV 4.~ 
25. Sc 194·195, worlds Fair, mint LH,CV S.~.S 
26. Sc 196.197, Europa 1964, mint LH, CV 4.20 
27. Scl98·199,l .T. U. mlntLH,CV2.10 
28. Sc 200.201, Yea ls, used, CV 3.65 
19, Sc 202·203, 1.C. Y .. mint L H, CV 4.20 
30. Sc 2Q.4 .205, Europa 1965, mint LH, CV 3. 15 
31. Sc 210-213, Easter Rising se.tenanl pairs mint LH, CV 3.50 
32. Sc 214 ·215, Casement, mint LH, CV 1.40 
33. Sc 216-217, Europa 1966, mint LH, CV 1.05 
J.i. Sc 218-219, Balllnlubber. mlnt LH, CV .85 
35. Sc 225, 227, 232·241 (12) Europa, Fenlan, Canada Tourist, 

Swift, mlnl LH CV S.80 
36. Sc 244·249 and 266·267, St. Mary's, Markievicz, Connely, 

Human R ighls, mint LH. CV 3.05 
37. Sc 252, 258, 263, (3) ' 69 Oefln , mini LH, CV 2.80 
38. Sc 265 10 Oefln, mint LH, CV 10.50 
39. Sc J12, Postage Oue, used, CV 4.20 
40. Sc 40, 2 6, used, thin, parcel post cancel 
41 . Sc 106-117, wmk E Deflns complele. used 
42. Sc 21, Horiz coll pair . mini NH, F 
43. Sc 61, Vert coif pair, mint NH, F 
44. Sc 62, horiz coll pair, mini NH, F 
45. Sc 7, 9d Dollard, mini LH 
46. Sc 10, ~Dollard Red, m int LH, corner crease 
47. Sc 10, 4d Dollard Red, m int LH , R SE variety 
48. Sc 12, 2/6 Dollard, mint H 
49. Sc 16, 2d Thom. mint LH , R S variety 
so. Sc 19 & 21, 8d & l'h d coil s, mint H 
SI. Sc 27. 21/:i Thom Red, mini H 
52. Sc 61, l'h verf " pasle ·UP" coil pair. mini NH, VF 
53. Sc 85·86, E.icharlsl Congress, mini NH 
s.i_ Sc 93, 2/6 Water low, min t LH 
SS. Sc 98, 10/ St . Patrick Min t LH 
56. Sc 107, Id col l, verl " pasle·UP" pair, mlnt N H 
57. Sc 107, 1d col l, vert " pas1e.up" pair, mint NH 
58. Sc 107a, Id booklet pane. wmk up, mint NH 
59. Sc 107a, ld booklet pane, wmk up, mint NH 
60. Sc 118· 119, Easter Rising, mint LH 
61 . Sc 128a, 112d book,panewmkside, inv., mint NH 
62. Sc 142· 14~, Holy Year, mini N.H . 
63. Sc 186-187. Freedom from Hunger, mint NH 
64. Sc 194-19S, World's Fair, mini NH 
65. Sc272·273, l .L.O.,guller pairs, m int NH 
66. Sc 274, Irish Art, spot on window var, mini N H 
67. Sc Cl -7, Airmalls, mini NH 
68. Sc J 1, Postage Due. mini LH 
69. Sc J3, Poslage Due, m int H 
70. Hlb. llB. 2/6 Red cover booklet 
71 . Hlb. 12B. 2/6 Blue cover booklet 
72. Hlb. 1SB. 30p Booklet (1971) 
73. Sc J3, Post. Due, used, ''Aspirate missing" var . 
74. Sc 78, 5/ Castle. used, parcel c ancel 
75. Sc between 128/333 ( 21 ) used comm ems 
16. Sc c1 .7, Airmalls, used 
77 . Sc 99· 100, Conslilution F.O.C. no cachet 2 covers 
78. Sc 103-104, U.S. Constitution FOC r .ibber stamp cachet 
79. Sc 135· 136, Insurrection, FOC, Shannon cancel 
80. Sc 141 , Mangln. FOC, 3stamps Shannon cancel 
81. Sc 14S· 146, Moore, FOC. no c achet 
82. Sc 149-150, Emmett , FOC, no c achet 
83 Sc 151 .152, Marian Year F DC no cachet, 2 sets 
84. Sc 153 ·154, Newman FDCno cachel 
8S. Sc 155· 156, Barry, FOC, no cachet. toning 
86. Sc 157, Redmond low va lue FDC, no cachet 
87. Sc 167,Afkenhead low value. FDC, no c a chet 
88. Over SO used. at least 20 di H. comm ems & de fin 

2.50 
3.25 
4.00 
2.25 
4.50 
4.00 
3.20 
2.00 
2.25 
1.25 
5.30 
I .~ 
2.75 
1.65 
1.00 
1.10 
2.20 

.70 
1.75 
2.65 
2.00 
1.2S 
1.50 
2.50 
1.~ 
2.20 

.70 

.65 

.60 

2.00 

1.60 
1.30 
4.00 
2.00 
4.00 
2.00 
6.00 
6.00 
1.50 
3.00 
1.25 
2.00 
8.50 
2.25 
2.25 
I.SO 

11.00 
2.00 
9.50 

11.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
8.00 
5.00 
8.50 
1.00 
2.50 
1.25 
1.00 
8.00 
4.00 
4.50 
s.oo 
S.00 
2.7S 
4.00 
7.50 
1.25 
2.75 
3.00 
4.00 
3.00 
3.00 
2.50 
4.00 
2.50 
3.00 
2.50 
1.00 
1.00 

Open 
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THE FOLLOWING LOTS ARE THE CARRYOVERS FROM THE 
LAST SALE 

89. Sc 1:w.o40, Lelnster House, used F 
90. Sc 145·6, Thomas Moore used F 
91. Sc 214-15, Roger Casement, used F 
92 . Sc 118·19,used, 119upper rlghtperf missing 
93. Sc 84, 90, 103-4, used 
94. Sc 128-34, 139-'40, 149-50, US&d 
95. Sc 161·6,used 
96. Sc 167-74, used 
97. Sc 163 ..&, Fr. Wadding, used 
98. Sc 121.23, used, 122 stained 
99. Sc 142-4, Holy Year 1950, mint, VF 
100. Sc 148, 150, 152. 154, 156, 158. 160, 162, 164, 166, 168, 172, 175 & 

176 high value commems used 
101. Sc 99-100, constitution, mint LH 
102. Sc 118·19, Rising (overprint) mini LH 
103. Sc 142·4, Holy Year, mint LH 
104. Sc 147·8, An Tostal, mint LH 
105. Sc 133-4, P lowman, used 
106. Sc 139-40, Lelnster House, used 
107. Sc 142·4, Holy Year.used 
108. Sc s45·6, Moore, used 
109. Sc 149-50, Emmett, used 
110. Sc 151-2, Marian Year used 
111. Sc 153·4, Newman, used 
112. Sc 155-6, Barry, used 
113. Sc 161-2, Brown, used 
114. Sc 167-8, AiKenhead, used 
115. Sc 171-2, Gulness, used 
116. Sc 177-78, Aer Llngus, used 
11 7. Sc 204.5, prs, 204 v with bottom selvedge, 205H gutter at top 
118. Between Sc 88 & 285, 60used commemsoff paper 40diff 

Send all Bids To: John J. Blesslngton, 4302 St. Cialr Ave .. Studio 
City, Callf. 91604. The E .P .A. wishes to thank all those who 
donated lots. 

E. P.A. SPECIAL OFFERS 

1.00 
1.00 
.40 

3.50 
5.00 
4.75 
4.00 
4.50 
1.25 
1.50 
7.25 

30.00 
1.50 
8.50 
7.25 
4.50 

.80 

.90 
3.25 
.80 

2.25 
2.95 
2.00 
1.40 
3.60 
2.10 
2.25 
1.15 
2.80 

Open 

The following l!ems may be ordered from Edward J. Ryan. 4A 
Churchwood, 91 Riverview Rd .. Nlantlc, CT 06357 , U.S.A. All 
prices include postage and handling. Make all checkS and money 
orders payable to E . J. Ryan. 

IRISH OVERPRINT IDENTIFIER - A Clear plastic overlay to 
help sort out your overprint issues. Wllh II Is a chart giving Scott 
and Gibbons numbers and an a r ticle on Identifying the overprints. 
Price: S3.25 to members, $5.25 to non. members . 

E.P.A. SEAL RUBBER STAMP - The official seal Of the Eire 
Philatelic As sociation. as seen on the front cover and all official 
E.P.A. letterheads, has been reproduced Into a rubber stamp 
available to our members . Cress up your envelopes and letters by 
using the official seal. Price SJ.00 each. 

THE ADHESIVE REVENUE STAMPS OF IR ELAN0:1858. 1925 
- James J . Brady's detailed study of Irish revenue stamps as 
reprinted from The American Philatelist . All the revenues from 
this period have bee... placed into easy .to-follow cat a log form with 
many Interesting detail s related lo these issues. Th e booklet 
beg ins with the pre-Victorian revenues and ends with the 
Provisional Government Overprints of 1925. The 20.page booKlel 
contains over 85 illustrations and Is a MUST tor the Irish collector. 
Price $2.00 each to members and and $2.25 each to non.members. 

E.P.A. NAME BADGES "EIRE PHILATELIC 
ASSOCIATION" engraved on top line with member's name below 
-E.P.A. logoto left-while lettering on greeo background -~•" 
x 3" with safety pin on back . Specify name desired - Al low 6 lo a 
weeks for delivery. $2.00 postpaid. 

HIBERNIAN "StMPLIFIEO CATALOG" 1'22·1975 - The SOii 
cover edition of 1976. Sl .50 postpaid. 

Irish Forces With The U.N. 
by John J. Blessington 

Several lots of " Irish Forces with the U.N." covers in a 
recent 1.P.C. auction made me realize that here was an area of 
Irish Philately that was happening in our time, postal history in 

the making, yet not too many collectors of Ireland were aware of 
it. In the not too distant future many of these covers will be 
sought-after rarities. That doesn't mean that they are plentiful 
now, for they aren't easy to find, but lhey make an interesting 
and rewarding side line collection. 

Some of our members have been coJlecting these covers 
since the beginning and have put together comprehensive 
collections. The late A. T. Sedgley was one of these and I am 
indebted to him for the information concerning the extent of the 
involvement of Irish forces with the U.N. shown later. Although 
my knowledge of this field is not extensive, I'll share what 1 
know with the hope that one or more of our readers will enlarge 
on the subject so that eventually we can record the complete 
picture. As you will see, there is much data needed. 

From the newspapers and the television we know that for 
many years the United Nations has furnished troops as peace 
making or peace keeping forces in several disputes around the 
world. What is not so well known is the extent of the involvement 
of lrish forces in these missions. Since 1958 more than 16,000 
Irish soldiers have served with the U.N. forces in the following 
missions: (Mission, Country, Acronym, Dates) 

U.N. Observer Group in Lebanon, Lebanon, UNOGIL, 1958 
U.N. Truce Supervision Organization, Middle East, UNTSO, 

1958-continuing 
Organization des Nations Unie au Congo. Congo, ONUC, 

1960·1964 
U.N. Temporary Executive Authority. New Guinea, UN­

TEA, 1961 
U.N. Forces in Cyprus, Cyprus, UNFlCYP, 1964-continuing 
U.N. India-Pakistan Observer Mission, lndia·Pakistan, 

UNIPOM, 1965·1966 
U.N. Disengagement Obser ver Force, Golan Heights, 

UNDOF, 1974-continuing 
U.N. Force, Sinai Desert, UNEF, 1973-1974 
From a philatelic point of view there is much that we should 

learn about these Irish troops. First, we need to learn something 
about the troops themselves, and second, we need U> learn about 
the means of postal communication that were available to them. 

Depending on requests from the U.N .. Ireland furnished 
different types and quantities of men for different missions. The 
size and designations of the units , the dates of service under 
U.N. command, the places they were stationed and the dates 
stationed at each place and the rotation policy back to Ireland 
should all be determined. Acquisition of this data would create a 
listing of possible covers to look ror and help establish a rarity 
fact-Or, one against another. 

There are three postal systems that could have been used by 
Irish personnel. It is possible that any one or all three might 
have been available to them. It must be determined what was 
available for each mission. 

U.N. Postal System: The U.N. usually had its own Postal 
Service which · delivered mail free to the members' home 
countries. Cost of this was absorbed by the U.N. The U.N. 
command issued limited quanities (usually five per week} of 
special U.N. Military Aerogrammes to its personnel for this 
service. In the return address corner card, space was furnished 
to identify the sender. Space was also furnished for serial 
number and unit designation. There is no imprinted stamp nor is 
there need for one .. . these are "Free Franks." There were 
several different printings of these aerogrammes during the 
time span we are interested in, yet they never seemed to have 
enough to go around. In many cases civilian aerogrammes were 
used. In Lebanon it was necessary to print 10,000 of the military 
type locally. Mint or used, these are now rare and if someone 
finds one of these used by a member of the Irish contingent il 
will be a REAL rarity. 

Irish Postal System: Some U.N. troops may have had the 
facilities of their home country available. For instance, it ap· 
pears likely that the governments of the Scandinavian countries 
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fumishing troops may have paid the postal fees of their own 
troops and transported their own mail. Whether or nol h·eland 
did !his iTI any instance is not knoWTI. 

CivUlan Postal System : The third postal system which may 
have been used by members of an Irish contingent is that or the 
host country. In this case the Postal Regulations of the hos t 
country would a pply and the Irish personnel would have lo pay 
all fees Involved. This would, obviously. be Lhe most costly 
system available lo them. 

What are the sour ces of this information that we need lo 
complete the picture?I'he first two should be, logically, Lhe U. N. 
itself and the Irish government. But past experiences dealing 
with these bodies haven't been too successful. For instance, 
E.P.A. members researching Irish World War U censor covers 
found that the Irish government still maintained a "Secret" 
classification on much of this data. Whal they would do If ap· 
proached on U.N. involvement is a matter of conjecture. Ooe 
source that should prove Cruitful would be a file of "The Irish 
Defence Journal" from 1958 to date. If someone has access lo 
one and has the time to go through them. In the long run. the 
primary sour,ce.wiJJ probably prove to be the covers themselves 
r suppose this Is as it should be, (or after all. isn't thi.s what 
philately is all about ... the study of postal material? 

While pulling thfa article together I wenl through a small 
collection of covers of Irish forces in the Congo. For the rirst 
time l really studied them and il is amazing the wealth or in· 
formation that can be gleaned from these few covers. 

First the Military data: There are covers from the- 32nd 
Irish lnfantry Battalion, the 33rd, the 35th, the 36th and the 37Lh. 
From the text of one aerogramme we learn that lhe 32nd had 
arrived in the Congo on the 26-27 July 1961, lhe 33rd on the 15-16 
August and Lhat the 34th was due to arrive on Lhe 12·13 January 
1962. This shows that the 32nd was in the Congo about six months 
this trip. It wasn 't their first tour of duty for there also is a cover 
from them dated Nov. 1960. From another letter we learn that 
Lt. Gen. Scan McKeown of Ireland was the Commander, U.N. 
Forces In the Congo. 

For the record: Troop movements of U.N. Forces 
has never been " classified" information nor, to my 
knowledge. has lb ere ever been censorship of U.N. forces 
mail. 
Now to the Postal information: There are covers that used 

two of the three possible postal system. Seven covers went 
through lhe U.N. Postal System and rive were mailed in the 
civilian postal service. Six of the seven using the U .N. system 
were aerogrammes, yet only two were the special U.N. military 
type. In fact, a note in one, dated Sept. '63, Indicated the m illtary 
type was not available lhen. Four of the aerogrammes went lo 
Ireland, were " free frank" and bear the circular cachet of U1e 
" Organization des Nations Unies au Congo" shown below. 

Strikes are in red, violet and black. There are no Irish 
arrival mark$. The other three going through the U.N. are 
addressed lo the U.S. or Canada, bear U.N. stamps and are 
postmarked at the U.N. in New York. Where were the U.N. 
stamps applied1 .. N.Y.1 .. did they have U.N. stamps in lhe 
Congo? Were these " Diplomatic Pouch" mail? Of the five covers 
going through U1e civilian post, three bear stamps of tbe State of 

Katanga, one being cancelled at Albertsville, one at Eli2.3belh· 
ville, and the last at Kamina Base. 'Mle last two b«>.ar Congo 
stamps. one being cancelled at Leopoldville and the other al 
Kinoute <?) (faint postmark>. While a military return address 
was not necessnry for this civilian mall, fortunately, most of the 
soldiers included il so that the covers arc Identifiable as Irish 
origin as well as Irish destination. 

This concludes what I have to offer on covers used by the 
Irish Forces in the U.N., and rve only scratched the surface. I 
couldn't do much with rates on the civilian mail ; no two covers 
had the same rate. I 've only discussed mad FROM the lrish 
forces ... what about mail TO them? Was there Registry 
service? How were parcels handled?, etc .. and the Congo was 
only one of seven missions. Of course, not all missions had the 
volume of mail that the Congo mission had. As you can see, it is 
a broad and interesting field and much needs to be learned and 
documented. Wlio can add to our knowledge? 

JOHN J. CLARK 
E.P.A. SECRETARY 

1951- 1961 

It is with sorrow that we report the death of our 
good friend and fellow member, John J . Clark, who left 
us on Dec. 19, 1977. 

John became our first Secretary. succeeding Bill 
Hickey, Acting Secretary, during E .P.A. formation . 
E.P.A. is deeply indebted lo J ohn for the unstinting 
time he devoted to our association. He will be 
remembered by many members in a world wide circle 
who corre!.ponded with him and came to know him. 

Founding Trish Cachet Covers In 1952, he em­
barked on a career as a dealer in firsl day covers and 
Irish stamps. In supplying collectors of Ireland he 
never forgot E .P.A. and broughl many new members 
into our fold. 

1977 Stamp Issues 
In Retrospect by John J. Blessington 

During 1077 Ire land gave us seven new commcmoratlve 
issues tot.aling 15 stamps and three new unwatermarked 
definitives for o trand total of 18 stamps. 1'he designs were, I 
think, not distinguished, probably no belier nor worse than 
previous years. For the record and to help those who write up 
their stamps. we show each or the issues with the appropriate 
technical information and a few facts about each. 

T llE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF IRELAND 
TllE NATIONAL MUSEUM 01-' UlELAND 

1·: 1RI::10 
" 

Issued May 9th. In a quantity of 4,000,000. P rinted In 
sheets of HIO by photogravure at the Revenue Stamping 
Branch. Perr. IS x 14 'h 

DESIGNER: Patrick lllckey 
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The National Library was founded in 1877, based on 
collections acquired from the RoyaJ Dublin Society and is the 
recognized Irish Bibliographical ceoter. The stamp design 
shows an extract from a 16th century vellum manuscript in the 
Irish language containing taJes or mythological heroes or Irish 
antiquity and other matters. 

The National Museum, which also traces its origins to the 
Royal Dublin Society, was constituted by an Act or P arliament 
in t877. It houses an impressive collection of antiquities, art and 
natural history, mainly, relating to Ireland's past. The stamp 
design shows a prehistoric stone bearing geometric motifs. lt is 
typical of many from a series or passage-gr aves of the period 
3,000 to 2,500 B.C. About :JOO such are known. 

ADDITIONS 1'0 TllE DE FINITIVE SERIES 

'~· EIRE 

/· · ·:···~ ...... ~ 
• • , . ?' 

17 

Issued June 8th. the IOp and J2p printed in sheets or 200, 
th e 17p in sheets or 100 by photogravure by the Revenue 
Stamping Branch. Perr. 15 

DESIGNER : Heinrich Gerl 

The lOp Dog design is taken from a decoration on an ancient 
Irish brooch from .Killarney, Co. Kilkenny. 

The l2p Elk desjgn was inspired by an Irish art decoration 
which can be traced to a suspended bowl Crom Lullingstone 
Kent. 

The 17p Winged Ox design, symbol of St. Luke the 
Evangelist, is based on an illustration in the gospel book of Lich­
field. 

EUROP A 1977 

Issued J une 27l h, 10p In quantity or 4,000,000 and l2p in 
2,000.000. Printed In sheets or 100 by lithography at the 
lrlsh Security Stamp Printlng Ltd. Perf. IS 

DESIGNER : Erik Van der Gr ijn 

The lOp features a view of Ballynahinch <Co. Galway> 
which takes lls name from u small castle-crowned island in 
Ballynahinch, Lake. Photograph by Pat O'Dea of the Irish 
Tourist Board. 

The 12p features Lough Tay <Lugalla Lake) located in Co. 
Wicklow which is known as the garden of Ireland because of its 
spectacular beauty. Photograph by Brian Lynch of the Irish 
Tourist Board. 

CONTEMPORARY !RISH ART 

r1nc 17 
Issued August 8th In a quantity or 2,000.000. Printed in 
sheets or 100 by llthogruphy a t the Ir ish Securily Stamp 
Printing Lld. Perf. 14 

DESIGNER : Louis le Brocquy 

The stamp design is from a painting entitled " Head" by 
Louis le Brocquay in 1973 and now in a private collection in 
Turin, llaly. He is an artist of intemationaJ stature whose paint­
ings have been shown in many international exhibits and are 
found In many of the great gaJJeries of the world. 

SCOUTING /\NO GUIDING 

EIRE 

Issued August 22nd In a quantity of 4,000,000 for the Sp 
and 2,000,000 tor the 17p. Prb1ted In sheets of J OO by 
photogravurf' at the Revenne Stamping Branch. Perf. 15 
K IH~ 

DESIGNER: Hobert Ballagh 

The stamp designs depict figures in silhouette with typical 
scouting and guiding scenes. Ireland hosted the European Scout 
and Guide Conference in 1977. 

FOLKLOll t:: OF I REL/\ND SOCIETY 
SCOTTUS ERINGENA, IRISH PHILOSOPHER 
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Issued September 12Lh In a quantity ot 4.0-00,000 t I Op> and 
2.000.000 ( 12p>. Printed in sheets or 100 by lithography at 
the Irish Security Stamp Printing Ltd. Perr. 14 

DESIGNER : IOp Liam Miller 
DESIGNER : 12p Robert Ballagh 

The Folklore Society was founded in 1927. It endeavors to 
preserve the richness of Ireland's oral tradition and fosters a 
love of Irish folkJore. The stamp design is based on a print of the 
Jack B. Yeats line drawing "The Shanae hie." Johannes Scollus 
Eringena was an Irishman of the 9lh century. He had a unique 
and powerful mjnd and is considered to be the most important 
philosopher in Lalin Christendom between Augustine and 
Aquinas. The stamp design features a stylized portrait of him 
based on the George Peatrie drawing of lhe bust at Brasenose 
College, Oxford. 

ELECTRICITY SUPPLY BOARD 
AGRICULTURE CREDIT CORPORATION 

GREYHOUND TRACK HACING IN IRELAND 

Issued October IOth In 11 quantity or 4,0oo.ooo OOp>. 
2.000,000 (12p and 17p). Pr inted In sheets of 100 by 
lithogr aphy O Op and t7pl at the Irish Security Stamp 
Printing Ltd. and by photogravure 02p) at the Revenue 
Stamping Branch. Per r. 14 

DESIGNER: IOp Robert Ballagh 
DESIGNER: 12p Patrick llicl<ey 

DESIGNER: 17p Basil Blackshaw 

The Electricity Supply Board was estabUshed by the Irish 
Government in 1927. From the first generating station at the 
River Shannon the system now extends to 28 stations. The stamp 
design features a detail from a mural executed by Robert 
Ballagh for the Electricity Supply Board. 

The Agriculture Credit Corporation was founded to provide 
a"service whereby farmers could borrow long term credit at 
reasonable rates. The stamp design bull motif is taken from an 
Irish coin in current use to symbolize the money backing 
agriculture. 

Greyhound Track Racing, as known loday, was introduced 
lo Ireland in 1927 with meets al Celtic Park, Belfast. and at 
Shelbourne Park. Dublin. lrish greyhounds are famous the 
world over, some 7 ,OOO being exported yearly. The stamp design 
shows a track greyhound al run speed. 

CHRISTMAS 11177 

Issued No\. 3rd in a quantity of 10,000.000 18p and lOp> 
and 2.000.000 07p>. Printed In sheets of 100 by 
phologravure at the Revenue Stamping Branch. Perr. 
14~~ " 15. 

DESIGNER : Raymond l\1cGrath 

The stamp design was adapted from the painting "The Holy 
Family" by Giorgione, an Italian painter of the late 15th. early 
16th century. He is regarded as one oJ the founders of modern 
painting. He developed a new, free style of painting. His works 
were imbued with strong poetic feeling, with great beauty and 
richness of coloring. 

Treasurer's Annual Report 

STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISPURSEMENTS 

YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 1977 

Oues 
Auctions 
Oonallons 
Interest 
Books 
Advef'tlSlng 

Total Receipts 

RECEIPTS 

DIS8URSEMENTS 
Revealer printing and dlstrlbullon 
Other printing and supplies 
llems for resale 
Postaoe anCI misc. 

Total Disbursements 

Disbursements In excess ot receipts 

S2,•95 
5S8 
23'1 

85 
74 
65 

$3,511 

$2,•33 
499 
4llO 
l56 

$3,561 

' 56 
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Irish Post marks from 
1922 Onwards by J. T. Howley 

INTRODUCTION 
Are you looking for a fascinating sideline in Irish philately'? 

Consider the PoSSibililles or a Postmark collection. 
This bug bit me ten years ago! 
It happens to most philatelists. I found it increasingly dif· 

ficult, and more expensive, Lo add to my collection. It became 
imperative to find a new area or Interest. 

I don't know lhe Gaelic. In my collection of Ireland there 
were a number of stamps with postmarks that meant nothing to 
me. So I started a small campaign to determine the English, or 
common, names or these places with the strange lrish names. 
That did It! 

At first I merely tried to Identify lhe offices of which l owned 
examples. Then, God help me. I decided to try to get a specimen 
from each possible dlfrcrcnt place. To do this, l first needed a 
list of of!lces; and to simplify the work, I determined to arrange 
my list county by county, on a geographical basis. The reason 
for this will appear later. 

Jn compiling my lists, I have had valuable assistance from 
Harald Frank, EPA member in Germany. We took the listing in 
" Eolal an Phoist" (I ) and tailored it to suit, The resulting lists 
wUI be published In future articles. Some such basic reference is 
mandatory Cor anyone who wishes to study Irish postmarks. 

Such a study can be absorbing and reveals a wealth of very 
fascinating data Modem machine cancels are becoming wide­
spread in larger towns, and together with the 'Slogans' that 
often form part of them, offer an interesting field or 
specialization But the real ore can be mined from a study or the 
handstamps A couple of examples illustrate this. 

A place called BALLE NA LORGAN <Figure 1) did not, and 
does not exist But for almost three years a cancel with that 
name was applied to mail from CasUeblayney, Co. Monaghan. 
How comerrhere's something I consider typically lrish in the 
explanation which can be found In Dr. de Burca's articles (2). 
For some obscure reason the G.P.O. sent a new datestamp in­
scribed BALLE NA LORGAN lo CasUeblayney Post Office in 
1960, and It was duly put to use. ln 1962, a corrected stamp, 
worded CAISLEAN MATHGHAMNACH <Figure 2) was 
provided, and BAILE NA LORGAN quietly disappeared back 
into the mists of obscurity I 

FIGURE 1 FIGURE 2 

KUJeagar tCHILLE GHEARRA> is shown, both by " Eolia 
an Phoist" and by its postal handstamp, as being in Co. Cavan. 
Leckaun tLEACAIN> Is similarly suggested to be in Co. Sligo. 
Both in fact are in Co. t..~itrim. There are numerous other 
similar examples or apparent geographic mistakes. These occur 
because many small omces are served by District or Sorting 
omces "over the border" in neigh boring counties. Sorting these 
out was the biggest headache, and the most fun , that Harald 
Frank and I encountered, and it could be that we have not yet 
got them all correct. Readers may find errors in the lists when 
they are subsequently published, and we shall welcome 

corrections that are provable. 
In our lists are included only place-names or the period from 

L9'll onwards Mainly because this is a relatively unexplored 
field, but also because philatelists more competent than I have 
studied pre-1922 Postmarks in depth: pre-stamp markings, the 
'diamond' cancels, the 'duplexes' and 'spoons' and the like. 
Because the field is so wide, I have restricted my studies mainly 
lo markings for Postal use only. Such other interesting studies as 
Registration, Parcel Post, Official cancels, and the like, I leave 
for other enthusiasts 

In 1922 and for some years thereafter, postmarks in English 
continued t~ be used In many smaller omces. In the transitional 
period before cancels In Gaelic replaced those in English, many 
offices used temporary handstamps. After Gaelic became 
generally used there were many changes in the format of the 
canceller. sometimes with 'skeleton' handstamps. I am stiU 
continuing a study or enormous complexity aimed at deter­
mining WHEN each of the various cancels was in use, both 
initially and finally. 

This latter study may never get completed - certainly not 
without considerable Input from others, whose collabcration ls 
invited. But ll Is run working at It. Moreover, it is not too ex­
pensive for ordinary mortals. I get endless enjoyment sorting 
through 'kiloware' and 'Mission Mixtures', invariably finding 
new Information in each batch, and once in a while running 
across real ' finds' and varieties. 

This article is introductory to a proposed series. Future 
articles wilJ include some Historical Notes, lllustrations of 
Types or Postmarks I both in Engllsh and Gaelic), Transitional 
Types, Lists of Offices. llopefully this series will infect a few 
other zealots wiLh an enthusiasm similar to my own. 

To conclude my introduction, I wish to thank those who have 
pel'IOnally assisted me: Harald Frank, Padraig 0 Mathuna, 0 . 
M Richards, Eugen Labiuk, F. E. Diiton, Noel J . Langton, 
Brian do Burca and Arthur L. Stokes. 

The following sources are referred to in the lext: 
u > " Eolla an Pho1st," a booklet issued periodically by the Post 

Office or Ireland, lisUng current offices. 
(2) "The Postal llandstamps of Monaghan," by Brian de Burca 

(Articles in The Revealer, Oct. 1965 and laterJ. 
Other sources from which I have culled valuable data in· 

elude: 
"Dublin Postal Handstamps" by Noel J. Langton 
"The Post Offices of Cavan" by J . J . Walsh (The Revealer) 
"The Post Offices nnd date Stamps or the County of 

Leitrim" by Brian de Burca <Published by the Irish Philatelic 
Circle) . 

LIST OF OFFICES 
PART I 

These county lists will be presented alphabetically over the 
next several Issues. They have been prepared and rearranged 
several limes over. As new data comes to light. they require 
continual updating. We decided to publish them in their present 
state only lo fix a starling point; otherwise they might never get 
past the " m progress" stage. They are valid to the end or 1976, 
but are admittedly already out of date, mostly because of the 
changes proposed by the Placenames Commission of Ireland I 
do, however, reel they can now be used as basic data, and ~Y 
user can readily treat them as such, k.eeping them up to date m 
whatever fashion swts him 

The arrangement of names is set up alphabetically in 
Gaelic. I find this Is the best way lo facilitate identification. 
since the inscriptions on the postmarks are in Gaelic. It was 
found necessary to Identify many smaller offices by what I call 
"D1str1ct OfCice " since many names are duplicated My 
derinillon of Dislrlct Office, which may offend the purist. is 
simply that it is the major office which serv_es the particul~ 
branch oCfice, and which (particularly on earlier post.marks> IS 

part of the canceller. 
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Irish Postmarks from 1922 Onwards 
LIST OF OFFICES 

COUNTY CARLOW BEAL TAIR BEART B<lllurbot 
O.el lc N•m• Englllll Name Distri ct Office CA8HAN ea van 
ANURNAIOHE Nurney MulneBheag CAIRRGIN carrlg .... 
AROAITINN Ardllttln Tullow CAISLEAN RATHAIN 
ATHNAGRAIN (ObS. '691 Castlereghan 

SIGHE Cll Grange ford Tullow CAR RAIG AN rOBAIR Crosskeys 
BAILE AN bROICHIO Hacket lSlown CARRAIG ATHA 
BAI LE GOBHANN Milford Lelghllnbrldge BUIOHE CarrlckabOv 
BAILE TOIBN (1) Toblnstown Tullow CILL Kiii 
BAILE UI MHUR CILL CHATHLAIGH 8allleb0rough 

CHA OH A 8allymurphy Borris CILL CHOIGIOH Kllcogy 
BALLAN 811110" CILLI N CIAR Kil linker• 
BEANN AN CHAIR CILLNALEAC KllMIOck 

THE • Bcnnekcrry Carlow Cl l.l. NA SEAN RATHA Kllloshandra 
BILE eo• BI I boll Crellyard, Lelli CLAS NAmBRAOAN Norll'tlands 
BUIRGHAESO CLAITH FEAR NA Cllffern• 

nORONA Borris Kiikenny CNOCRUAOH Redhllll 
CEATHARLACH C.rlow COILL OORCHA Kllaorough 
CEATHRAMHA MHOR corr I•'• C~O$S Mu1ne Bheag CORA &HILE 111 Corravllla 
CILL BHRIGHOE KllbrlOge Tullow CORAN AOOHAIRE COrraneary 
CILL OAMHAIN Klldavln Ferns. wex COR LIOS M OR Corlesmora 
Cll.l. EAMOINN CORR LOCH COrlouon 

(Obi '691 Kllledmond CORNA FEINNE Coma lean 
CILL FHEARGAN K Iller lg Crou Tullow CROS·AR LOCH Crouerlough 
CLUAINMOR CROS OOMHNAIGH Crossdonev 
' MAOOHOG Clonmor• Hackellstown CROSLISGROIGHE LIS!lr•v Croswoads 

CLUAIN N AnGALL Clonegal FemsWex CROS NA nOROMAN N New Inn 
CNOC AROA (Obi. '691 Palalln• Carlow CROS RIA BACH CrossrHgn 
CUI LAN CHUll.LIN Coolcullen Mulne Bheag CUILNOgCORR 
CUIL CHEANNAIGH Cootkenno Cobs •711 Rlcen111 
FIOOHNACH Fentgh Muine Bheag OARTRAIGHE 
GARB CHOILL (I) Garrynlll Mu1ne Bhal!Q COIN IN SE Oerlrey 
CRAIG CUILLIN Cralguecvllen Cer1ow OOIRELEATHAN OerrylaM 
LEITHGHLINN AN 001 RE NA CRAOI BHE Oernacrleve 

OROICHIO Le1ghllnt>rldge Mu1neeneag OROICHEAOAN 
MIOHISEAl. My$hall Mulne Bheao BHUITLEARAIGH Butler's Bridge 
MUINEBHEAG Mulne 8heao 121 OROICHEAO &HILE 
RATH BHILE Ratnvilly EASA Billls erlOge 
RATHTUAGH RalhlOt Tullow OROICHEAO UI 
SEAN LEITHGHLINN Old Ltlghhn L4'1ghHnbricfge OHALAIGH MOunt Nugent 
SRAIO NA TULCHA Tullow St Carlow OR ONG Orung 
STRAISIUN OR UIM AN EASBUIG Orumanesp1c 
CHEATHARLACH Carlow Stn . ORUIM CASAi DE c1overhlll 
STRAISIUN MUINE ORUIM CASC (ObS '73) Orumcask 

BHEAG Mu1ne eneeg Sin. ORUIMEAGA OrumffQUe 
TIGH MOLI NG St Mullin' Crelguenamanach. Kllk OUBHGHARROHA Ooogarry 
TULACHO FORMAOIL Mountain l.Qclge 

nhFEIOHl.IM Tullow GLASLEAC Glassleck 

(1) No Postal eualness? GLEANN GAIBHLE Glangevlln 

12) Formerly eaoer>alstown GOBH AN 
• Ofllces thus marked transacted p0stal business In the 20's (and some MHIANAIGH Gubavconv 

1a1er l. 11 11 doubtful111nev sllll do so. though listed In 'Eolai' GORT AN CHUILL 
(ObS ' 69) Gort ah Ill 

GR EACH UI GIBNE ~ous«l'l•ll 

IOCHTAR Eight er 
COUNTY CAVAN LEARGA e 1ackllon 

0111lc N•mt English Nlme Dlltrlct Office LIOSBOOUIBHE l.lsl>Odull 
ACHAOH AN LIOS OUBH l.lsdu ff 

tSEAGAILl. Ryefltld Vlrglnia LIOS NAgCAOR l.lsnaoetr 
ACHAOH LIR Virgin II LOCHOUBH Loughduff 
ALT AN CHUll. LOCHGAMHNA Lodi Gown• 

LEANN C1l Allathulllon LO SAO LoUel 
A ROLUACHRA Ardlogner eellurt>et MAIOE BAN Madat>awn 
AR MACH Arva MUil.LEAN IARRAIN Swan II bar 
BAOHUN BUIOHE 8awnb0y Belturbel MUINCHILLE Cootehlll 
BAI LE AN AOOHAIRE MUINE NAgCAISEAL MontYOHhet 

lobs. '691 Ballvnarrv Ballyfaneduff MULl.ACH 
BAILEANMHUll.LIN M111town BeJturl>et LAOIGHILL Mullagh 
BAILE CAOl.AINN 8allyhetlan Kllnateck POLL Al Polts 
8All.EhAODHA ea11vnuon B<llturget SEAR COG Sherock 
BILE SHEAMAIS SRAIO MAC PHIARAISPearseSr 

BUIBH ll<)llyfami.sduff SRA TH OOMHAIN Straaont 
BAILE UI CHANAN TAMHNACH OUBH Tunnyduff 

NAIN canning Slown 8allleb0rougn TEARMONN Termon 
BEAGSLIABH Beglltvt eallleborouon TULACH CUACH Tullvco 
BEAL ATHA CONAILL eanvconnell Bellurl>et TULACH MHAOIN Tullyv1n 
BEALATHAhATHAIS Ballyhal" Cavan 

BEAL ATHA NO (I) Office opll'led In 1973 

nEACH ealllnagh Cavan (2) o.o. Carrlckmacross until 1931 

April, 1978 

ea van 

Ballylamesdull 
Coven 

Cava" 
Cootetilll 

Granard, Loog 
Virginia 
ea11vtamesduff 

Carrclakmacross, /\NJ" 
Cavan 
C11van 
ea11vtamesdull 

Cootenlll 
Cava 
B<lllurbet 
Cavan 

Cava" 
Vtrginia 
Ballyfamesduff 

Cavan 

Coo•etull 
Killeshandra 
eauurbet 

Cavan 

V1rgin1a 

Kells. Meatn 
cavan 
Balliet>orouon 
Cavan 
8e1turbet 
Balliel>Orough 
Cavan 
Coo1en111 

C·O R-, Leil 

Blackllon 

elackllon 
eathel>Orough 
Virginia 

Coolehll l 
Kells.Meatn 
Coot eh Ill 
Cavan 

Cavan 
Coot eh ill 
eanuroer 

Blackllon 

Kells.Mea1h 
ea van 
121 
Cavan 
Cavan 
Ballleborough 
Virginia 
Coounill 
Coot eh ill 

Continued in the next issue. 
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THE POSTAGE ST AMPS OF IRELAND 
1922 - 1927 

By 
W. G. Meredith 
as revised by J. E. Foley 

EDITOR'S PREFACE 
There are retallvely few philatelic publlcallons that are sllll actively 

sought 5-0 years after their publlcatlon. w. G. Meredith's The Postage 
Stamps of I reland belongs in this select group. The treatment of the 
overprint varieties Is the most comprehensive available. However, the 
orlolnal publlc.alion Is dlfflcull to obtain and the prices are obviously out 
of date. In recen t years, some catalogs have noted some, but not all, the 
varieties. In these publications the price Is usually Indicated as "3 X 
normal" etc. Th• infltf'ence being that the variety Is worth a multiple of 
the price of the l)aslc stamp. The chief problem with this approach is thll 
the variety usually appears on sevltf'al denominations and the basic 
stamps differ considerably in value. As the price Of the basic stamp In· 
creases, the effect ol the added value of the variety Is usually dlmlnlshe<I, 
This was reflected In Meredllh's discrete prices for each denominat ion on 
Which the variety was known. In revising the 1927 prices tor the varieties, 
fhe relatlonshlp between each denomination of the variety and 
Meredlth's contemporary price for the normal stamp was considered In 
con] unction with a similar e><erclse on those varll!tles lndlvldually priced 
In David Feldman•s March 1969 price fist ( the last edition to individually 
price minor varieties). Second consideration was g iven to the 
"multlptlers" noted In the Hibernian Catalogue and the Feldman 1978 
price list. Since 1927 the value of used stamps vis.a.vis mini has Increased 
and this has been reflected In the revised prices. However, ii one were ro 
at1empt to form a comprehensive collect ion of used overprint varlelles, 
the task would be considerably more dlHldull than the relative prices 
would indicate. Also. by used we mean those stampS cancelled within a 
reasonable pe<" lod of time after their Issue. The final step in arriv ing 111 
the revised prices for the varieties was to apply the relationships men. 
floned earlier to current prices for the basic stamp as refelcted In the 1978 
Scott Catalogue and the current price llstsof Feldman, Smal lman and the 
Owl Stamp Studio. The prices should be considered as retail and not 
"catalog prices" subject to discount. At the time this revision was 
prepared. the Canadian dollar was valued at S.90 U.S., and the pound 
sterling Sl .83 U.S. a dash next to a variety In the price field Indicates that 
we were unable to arrive at a current evaluation. 

The fourth edition, publlShed in 1927, Is lhe basis for this revision. 
Cer-tain sections of the Meredith catalogue are not being reprinted 
because of thecloseslmllarily to other mater la I recently published In The 
Revealer, or con talned In other publlcatlons readily availabll!. The pages 
excluded are: pp. 1 . 1~. 33, 37.39 and 6~·68. The complete cata logue Is 
available from the E.P.A. library. II should also be noted that the last 
Issues ot the overprlnlltd high.values appeared after the original 
pUblica!lon and are not Included In this revision. 

William G. Meredith Is a Ille member of the Eire Philatelic 
Association and a recipient of thl! E.P.A.'s Thomes Edwin Field Award. 
He prepared the new forward for this revision. The Eire Philatelic 
Association Is llonored and pleased to present The Postage Stamp• of 
lrel11nd., lt2M '27. 

J. E. Foley 
+ + + + + + 

FOREWORD 
I have been asked to give permission for reprinting in The 

Revealer of portions of the fourth edition of The Postage Stamps 
of Ireland. 1922-1927, and I gladly do so. It seems that very few 

copies remain or the 1,000 which were originaJJy printed and 
consequenUy many recent collectors of Irish stamps have not all 
the information which it contains. The constant varieties on the 
overprints make an interesting study, but collectors today will 
find some of the items are very elusive. It is worth a look 
Utrough your collection lo see if you have some so far un· 
discovered by you. Prices of some of the rarer items have 
escalated very considerabJy- for instance the 11 Saorsl.al with· 
out accent was priced at 30 pow1ds in t927 and recenUy retched 
400 pounds in auction C1975J, even though lhe stamp itself was 
slighUy creased. 

16 Gallwey Avenue 
Birchington, Kent, England 
19 July 1975 

W. G. MEREDITH 

DOLLARD OVERPRINTS. 

This overprint was the work of Messrs. Dollard, Printing 
House, Dublin, Ltd., and was first put on sale on February 
l 7th, 1922, simultaneously in all the post offices of the 
Irish Free State. 

Dawson WhaTfedale machines were used for the over· 
print, which was, at first, in process black ink on the follow­
ing values :- !d .• Id., 2ld., 3d., 4d., 5d., 9d., lOd., 2/6, 5/-, 
and 10/ -. On all the values to lOd., the wording fl14tc4r 
Se.c.l.4'04\C 114 he1runn 1922, meaning "Provisional 
Government of lreland 1922," appeared in five lines; 
the 2/6, 5/., and IQ/. had the overprint in four lines. After 
tbe type was i;et up, proofs were pulled on coloured and 
white paper, before the overprinting of the stamps was 
begun. Both black and vermilion inks were used for tbe 
proofs, and later the id. English stamp appeared with a 
proof overprint in vermilion, Control S 22 imperf. AJI 
the genuine copies of the former bear a rubber stamp at 
the .back reading as follows : "Original Dollard proof, 
17.2.22. B.J.B," the initials being those of Mr. B. ). 
Brennan, Manager of the Dollard Printing House. Tbe 
!d. stamps in vermilion are found with and without this 
mark.1 The distiRctive mark of the Dollard overpr ints to 
lOd. value is the date, which is in antique type without a 

I For additional Information refer to Supplement No. 12 to lhe July 1963 
Rev ealer, ''Printing of the Irish Provisionals" by H. G. Leslle Fletcher. 
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full stop, and is thus easily distinguished from all other 
overprints. The 2/6, 5/· , and 10/- values are not easy to 
distinguish from the Thom printings, but the Dollard over· 
prints are a lways in du ll black and the II and e of 11e111e,\110 
are wide apart. 

It was decided to di~continue printing the 2~d., 4d., and 
9d. Ya lues with the black overprint 011 and from Apri l lst, 
1922, and thereafter these \'alues were overprinted m red. 
The reason for the change was that the black overprint was 
unsuitable on the dark colours of these stamps. It was 
originally intended to overprint the !d. and I 0/ - values m 
red, but nothing definite was decided and no alteration was 
made. 

There are three sett ings of the low value overprint, which 
are easily distinguished 1 n blocks. 1 n each case the type 
was originally set 11p on a monotype machine in live rows 
of three overprints. T he matrix was then made, a11d a 
number of stereos taken. Sixteen of these, in four rows of 
four, were tacked en to a wooden board to m:ike tbt: plate. 
In some cases they shiflt-d slightl y during the process, and 
the resull was that 50me sections were out of register. A 
simple calculation will show that the maximum number of 
"out of alignment" pairs which can occur on a Dollard 
sheet is sixty, and that the number occurring must be in 
multiples of five. 

From time co time, when the plates became worn or 
damaged, the sections concerned were removed and fresh 
ones inserted. Dollard rnrieties in most cases, therefore, 
cannot be said to be constant m the sense that some of the 
Thorns are. . 

Tn the first setting. and the one which was earliest 111 use, 
the type was set up very accurately and there was prac­
tically no difference between the overprints. Tbe l. of 
Se<.\IA\'0.1c is vertically above the 11 of 11,1. 

ln the second ~etting, the third stamp in the first row of 
the section has the c 1u the end of Se.1\A.'O<.\C slightly raised. 
1l over Se (i.e. with the long stroke of the r in ll1At.t::Ar 
almost vertically over the top of the '-'below) occurs in the 
second ~tamp of the second and fourth rows, and in the third 
stamp of the third, fourth, and fifth rows. l. over 11<1 occurs 
in the third stamp of the first row ; in the second stamp of 
the fi rst and second rows; 10 each stamp of thil third row 
and in the third stamp of the fou rth and fifth rows. In 
the third stamp of the second row, the I of date is 
vertically under the 1 of 11 e111e,\1111. 

l n the third setting, the th ird s tamp in the fi rst row has 
the C at the end of Sr.1Lso.1c raised and rather more so 
than in the second setting. R over Se occurs 10 the three 
stamps of the first row, 1n the second stamp of the second 
row, in the second and third stamps of the fourth row, and 
in the first and th ird stamps of lhe fifth row. L over 1h1 
occurs in the three stamps of the first row, in the second 
stamp of the second row, in the first stamp of the th ird 
row, in the th ird s tamp of the fourth row, and m the tirst 
and third stamps of the tifth row. In the third stamp of 
the second row, the 1 of date is vertically under the C1 of 
h~1T'Cdt1l1.2 

Some sheets of the values wi th red overprint, including 
the 2~d. with Control S 22 imperf., have been found with 
settings one and three placed alternately. 

There is only one selling of the overprint for lhe !./6, 5/-, 
and 10/ . values. They were prin ted from a plate made up 
of two sections of tl~enty overprints, each prepared in t11e 
same way as the low values. 

2 See "Dollard Overprints on Low Values•• by Hans G. Zervas, Supple· 
ment No. 21 to the June 1965 Re vealer. 

!-d. value.-The chief error in this value is the inverted 
overprint. Two sheet<; probably exist. Other errors 
include date omitted, date at top, and ll1<.\lt::.,r at foot. On 
one sheet the pr inting was so misplaced that the overprint 
was missing from the first row of ea~h pane. lo addition, 
practically all the usual Dollard var iet ies are found. Tbe 
total number of sheets printed was 43,000, the first printing 
consisting of 20,000 sheets. The controls are :-R 21, 
S 2 1, and S 22, and all exist with perforate and imper forate 
margins. S 21 perf. is the scarcest. 

ld. vafoe.-Two sheets of this value are known to have 
been ~enuinely issued with inverted overprint. They were 
issued in June, 1922, at an office in County Dublin. This is 
the only Dollard value known with watermark inverted. 
Practically the same variet ies occur as on the "kd. value. 
112,000 sheets were printed, of which 50,000 were available 
on the first day of issue. Controls are :- S 2 1, S 22, and 
T 22, all being found per f. :and imperf. S 21 perf. and T 22 
itnperf. are rare, the latter especially so. 

2~d. value.- The black overprint on this value was 
superseded after 43 clays of issue by a vermi lion overprint. 
In common with the other values on which the colour of 
the overprint was changed, it was not withdrawn from sale, 
and, owing to its being little required, stocks were actually 
available at the post offices until the middle of May. No 
imporlant varieties occur. l ,502 sheets were overprinted 
in black, the first printing consisting of I ,OOO. The control 
is S 21, with perf. and imperf. margins. 

1,298 sheets were printed in vermi lion, a smaller amount 
than the black issue, although the black seems harder to 
obtain. The controls are S 21 and S 22, both perf. and 
imperf. S 21 perf. is a scarce item. 

3d. val11e.-There are no important var ieties to record in 
this value. 

6,500 sheets were overprin ted, the February printing 
comprising 2,000 sheets. The controls are S 21 and S .:!2 
perf. and imperf.; S 21 imperf. and S 22 perf. are both 
scarce. Mint copies of this stamp, especially blocks, are 
mucb scarcer than any other value in this printing. 

4d. 1.•al11e.-l,702"sheets were overprinted in black and 
1, 798 in red, the latter total including both vermilion and 
carmine. The first black printinir consisted of 1,000 sheets. 
The carmine shade on this and the 9d. value appears to have 
been a late experiment. It was probably actually printed 
about lhe middle of June, but its existence was unknown until 
) uly or August, 1922. The black controls are R 21 imperf., 
S 21 imperf. and perf., and SU perf. S 21 is the variety most 
often encountered. R21 imperf. and µerf. and 521 imperf. 
1tre the vermilion controls ; R 21 perf. is rare, and S 21 is 
nlso scarce, since the majority of sheets with this control 
were overprinted in black. All the 522 controls, both 
imperf. and perf., with reel overprint seem to be carmine, 
not vermi lion. 

· 5d. valuc.-The February overprint of this value corn· 
prised, according to the figures available, lhe major portion 
of the total number printed, being 2,000 out of 2, 100 sheets. 
No important varieties occur. The controls are S 21 1mperf. 
and perf. and S 2.2 imperf. 

9d. l•al11e.-2,398 sheets were overprinted in black and 
2,602 in vermilion or carmine. The February issue in 
black consisted of 2,000 sheets. 1 n the black overprin t, the 
chief variety shows the date at top: this seems to l:ie very 
scarce. Tbe controls are 521 imperf. and perf. and S22 
per f. The latter is perhaps the rarest of the Irish contro ls, 
and the known copies c.:iu ld be counted on the fingers of one 
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band. The red controls are S21 and 522 perf. and imperf. 
Both the amperf. controls are rare. 522 perf. is the carmine 
controJ.3 

10//. vtr/ue.-Only 900 sheets were overprinted, of which 
500 were ready by February 17th. A notable variety, 
which only occurs on two other values, is the l practically 
omined in 1922. lt is found on lhe seventh stamp of the 
seventeenth row. I have seen several examples, all from 
Control 5 l2 perf., setting 2. The controls are Q 21 perf., 
5 21 imperf. and per f., and S 22 per f. S 22 imperf. does 
not nppear to exist. Considering the small number printed, 
this value is much more frequently met with than might be 
expected. 

2/6, 5/ ., a11d 10/· t.oaluc$.- T he number of sheets of forty 
overprinted were 1,000, 650, and 500 respectively. 500 
sheets of each were available on February 17tb. There is 
a variety in which the third line measures 21 mm: instead 
of 210. mm. It is distinct from the Thom overprint, which 
a lso has this measurement, in that 1laal.t:ar measures 12!mm. 
against the Thom 12 mm., aiid Seal.4\'0ae 15 mm. against the 
Thom 14i mm. It occurs on the following positions of the 
sheet :-1 X +, 2 x 4, 6 X 4, 7 x 4, and 9 x 1. 

THOM FIVE LJ NE OVERPRINTS. 
The I ~d., 2d., 6d., and 1/- values have never been over­

printed by Messrs. Dollard. They first appeared with 
black overprint simultaneously w11h the Dollard values on 
February 17th, 1922, aud were the work of Messrs. Alex. 
Thom & Co., Ltd. Tbe first prmting of these four values 
probably totalled £73,000 in all. The overprint differs from 
the Dollard ao that the date is in block type with full stop 
and lhe measurement is slightly different. The ~d., Id., and 
3d. values appeared in black during July, pending the general 
use of the blue-black mk, with which all values, except the 
21d., 4d., and 9d. values, were eventually overprinted. The 
IOd. and 5/. values have also been found with black over­
print, but owing to the colour of the background it is dif­
ficult to distinguish. These seem to have been proof sheets, 
afterwards put into circulation. ln ·their endeavours toobtain 
a suitable ink, an experimental shade of blue-black was tried 
on the ~d., 2d., and 3d. values during July. lt is thinner 
than the normal blue-black, in a medium tone between 
black and hlue·black. The 2/6, 5/-, and IQ/ . values ap­
peared with hlue·blnclc overprint about October l 7th, 1922. 
The 11 nnd e of 11C111e.c.\ 1111 are clo!\e together. Durintr 
September, the Engli~h 9d. ngnte had been superseded by a. 
9d. in snge·green, and this new colour first appeared with 
tht'I Thom red overprint on· November 6th. 4 

Towards the end of ~ovember, stocks of some values 
11.pparently ran low and, no doubt because the normal plates 
wer& worn out, the id., Id., and 2d. values were over­
printed from new plates. the lettering on which was wider 
spaced out than hitherto. This was on November 211;1, 
1922, and on December +th a number of sheets of the 1 td. 
and }/ . values were overprinted in like manner, all with 
blue.black overprint. The id .. value is also found in jet 
black. In both cases the stamps were not on sale until 
about one week after the overprinting was done. There 11re 
practically no varieties. 

3 Considerable dO<Jbl now exlsrs on the 9d carmine. see "The Dollard 
Carmines !?J." Tll• RtvHle r. July, 1974. p. 933. 

• Olttln;utshtno btlWffn black end blue-black Ink is discussed In lhe 1978 
edlllOf\ of lhe E .P.A.'s Overprlnl ldenlllier !ext. 

Ten distinct plates were used by Messrs. Tbom, and 
<letajls are given below by means of wbich control blocks 
or strips may be differentiated. The measi:rements are 
taken (I) from tbe left.hand side of tbe upright stroke 
of the R in fl14l.t:ar on the fitst stamp of tbe tow to 
the same part of the 1l on tbe second stamp, (2) then on 
from this pomt to the same part of the 1l on the third 
stamp, (3) from the same part of the fl OD the first stamp 
to the extreme rigbt ·ha.nd side of the long stroke of the r 
on the third stamp. All measurements are in millimetres. 

Plate 1.- The measurements for row 1::1 are (1) 20, (2) 20, 
(3) 51.8, and for row 20 are (I) 20, (2) 20, (3) 51.6. In all 
overprints the l of the date is very s lightly to the left of the 
1 in he111e"-'111L In 19 x 3 the e of Se..1\.4\'0.ac has usually a 
chip out of the lop righl·hand corner. In 20 x 3 the stop 
a fter the date is slightly dropped. Other varieties on the 
sheet are :- dropped c in Set\L6'0ac on 9 x 12 and 11x12; 
large stop on 8 X 3 : damaged a in Seal.4'0<1.C on 18 x l . 
Overprints l to 4 in rows 8 to 20 are raised. There are, 
therefore, thirteen out of alignment pairs. to be found on 
each sheet overpranted from this plate. The type runs 
down to the ngbt. 

Plate 2.-The measurements for row J 9 are (I) 20.2, 
(2) 20.5, (3) 52.3, and tor row 20 are (I) 20.2, (2) 20.4, (3) 52. 
ln 19 X 3 and 20 X 3 the overprmts are 10 much heavier type 
than the first two vertical rows. In all overprints the I of 
date is almost vertically under the 1 of 11e111<'~nr. The stop 
after the date in 20 x 2 as usually damaged and somenmes 
triangular. Other varieties on the sheet are :-R ove.r S on 
17X4, 17X5, a.nd 17X6. fl over Se on 12Xl, 12X2, 
12X3, t2x+, 12X5. 12X6, and 17x3. \.over n.aon first 
six stamps in row 12 and 17 X 3. al. over n6 on 17 x 4, 
17X5, and 17 X6. ea over 1 on l2X7, 12X10, 12Xll, 
12 X l2, 15XIJ... l5Xl2, 19 X5, l9X6, 19X10, 19Xll, 
and 19X 12. ea over 19 on 12X4, 12X5, and 12X6. 
.Broken 1 in fl16Lc;4r on 8 x 4. Tbere are no out of 
alignment pairs. 

Plate 3.-The measurements for row 19 are (1)20,(2) 20.2, 
(3) 51.7, and for row 20 are (l) 20, (2) 20, (3) 51.6. The 
setting is similar to Plate 2, except that in 19 x 2 the L of 
Se4'4'0AC is more to the right of the n in nd. In 20 X 1 
the 111 of 11e111 e4n11 is broken and in 20 x 2 the 1 of date is 
short. Other varieties on the sheet are :- fl over S on 
17 x '5 and 17 x 6. ll over Se on 12 X 5, 12 x 6, 17 x 3, 
and 17X4. l. over n4OD 12X5, l2X6, 17X3, and 17X4. 
.al. over n4 on 17X5 and 17X6. e 1 over 1 on 12X 7, 
l2Xl0, 12Xll, 12Xl2, 15X l0, 15Xl l , 15X l 2, 19X5, 
19X6 19 X 10, J9X 11, and 19X 12. ea over 19 on 12X5 
and I Z x 6. Wide 4t on 17 X 4. Damaged "-' in Se4'l..c.\'Oat 
on 8 x 1 and 12 x +. Overprints 9 to 12 in rows l to 4 are 
dropped, and in rows 11 to l + are raised There are, 
therefore, eight out of alignment pairs. The type runs 
down to the ri1tbt. 

Plate 4. - The measurements for row 19 are (I) 20, (2) 
20 (3) 51.5, and for row 20 are (!) 20, (2) 19.9, (3) 51.5. 
In' 19 x l and 19 x 2 the 1 of date is un6er ea of 11e111e4nn. 
As regards the Id. value, the measurements from J9X 10 
to 19 x 12 for row I 911re (I) 20, (2) 20.5, (3) 52.5, and for row 
20 are (I) }Q.9, (2) 20.5, (3) 52.5, and the 1 of date is under 
ea of 11e111C.\l1TI an 19X 10. Other varietjes OD the sheet 
are :-ea over 1 on 2X3, 2x+. 2x 1, 2x8,3Xl0,3Xll, 
3 X12, 5Xl0, 5Xll, 6X2, 6X3, 6X4, 8X2, 8X3, 8X4, 
9X5, 9X6, 9Xl0, 9Xll, 9Xl2, 12X7, 12X8, 13X2, 
!3 X3, 13X4, !3X10, 13Xll, 13Xl2, 16X9, 16Xl0, 
l9 X I, 19X2, 19X9, and 19X 10. Overprints 5 to 8 in 
rows 11 to 14· are slightly raised. There are, therefore, 
eight out or alignment pairs. The type runs down to 
the rillht. 
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Plate 5.-Tbe measurements for row 19 are (l) 20.7, 
(2) 20.7, (3) 52.2, and for row 20 are the same. In 19 X 2 
and I 9 X 3 the I of date is under e1 of 11e111e.,.nn. lo 
20 x I there is a small dot on right down stroke of first ..s of 
Se<\\.41'0<\C. As regnrds the ld. value, the measurements 
for row 19 are (1) 20.5, (2) 20.3, (3) 52, and for row 20 are• 
the same, and the I of date IS under e. of 11e111e.rnn in 
J9X ll and l9Xl2. The type runs down to the right. 
Other varieties on the sheet are :-fl over Se on 6 X 1, 
6X2, 6X3, 6X4, 9X5, and 9X6. l. over n.\ occurs in 
the same oositions. e1 over 1 in 6 x 4, 6 x 7, 6 x 8, 6 x 10, 
6Xll, 6X l 2, 9X7, 16X2, 16X3, 16X4, 16X5, l6X6, 
16 X 12, 19X2, l9 X3, l9X4, 19X6, 19X7, 19X8, 19X 11. 
and 19 x 12. e. over 19 in 9 x 5 and 9 x 6. Broken I JO 

11e111~'-'n11 on 8 x 5. Split r JO R1'-\l.t:<'r in 20 x 4. Broken 
11 in 11e11•e.,.nn i11 9 x 9 in late printings. There are no out of alignment pairs. 

Plate 6.-The rnet\surements for row l 9 are (1) 20.6, 
(2} 20.6, (3) 52.2, and for r.:iw 20 are ( 1) 20.5, (2) 20.5, 
(3) 52.2. It is similar to the preceding plate except that 
there is no dot in the 4\ of Se.\l.,,u.ic. As regards the 
ld. value, the me:tsurcments are the same, but the type 
runs straight. Other varieties on the sheet are :-e1 over 
1 on 5 X 8, 6 X 3, 6 X 4, 6 X LO, 6 x 11, 8 x 11, 8 X 12, 9 x 3, 
9X4, 9X7, 9X8, 12X7, 12X8, 12Xll, l2Xl2, 15X4, 
16X8, 19X6, 19X 7, 19X 11, and 19X L2. Broken l. in 
1l.14l.c,,r on 15 X 7. There are no out of alignment pairs. 

Plate 7.- The measurements for row 19 are (I) 19.9, 
(2) 19.8, (3) 51.5, and for row 20 are (I) 20, (2) 19.8, 
(3) 51.5. ln 20 X I there is a small white line through the 
lop of the S of Se41L.\'O.,.C. As regards the ld. value, the 
measurements for row 19 are (I) 20, (2) 20, (3) 5 I .5, and for 
row 20 are the same, and the 1 of date is under e. of 
11e111e41nn in l 9 x 10, 19 x 11, and 19 x 12. Other Yarieties 
on the sheet are :-Tl over Se on 1x7, l x 8, Ix 10, 1 x 11, 
andlX12. e1overl on3X2,3XJ,3X4,7Xl0,7Xll, 
7X 12, 1JX3, 13X4, 13X 10, 13X 11, lJX 12, 16Xl1 16X 2, 
16 X61 16X7, 16X8, 16 X 10, 16X 11, 16X 12, 19X 10, 
19 x 11, and 19 x 12. \. over ""' on l x 7, 1 x 8, 1 x 11, and , 
1xl2. Wide .c.c in l x 8 and 1x12. Split r in ltt<\lt:"'r 
in 17 X 8 Bod 17 x 12. In the latter the bottom half of 
the r is sometimes miHing altogether. Overprints S to 
8 in rows 1 to 4 and I 1 to 14 ure raised. There are, there­
fore, sixteen out of alignment pairs. 

Pia/I! 8.-The meac;u1 ements are similar to Plate 7. In 
20 X 1 there 1s a small white line through the S of Se<\l.d'O.c.C 
and tllso a damnged 9 in 1922. The same ,·arieties occur 
as on Plnte 7. Overprints 9 to 12 in rows I lo 14 and 
overprint!\ 5 to !! in rows I 5 to 17 are dropped. There 
are, therefore, twenty out of alignment pairs. Another 
sheet, however, bus heen seen on which the register is 
quite different. 

Plate 9.-The measurements for row 19 are (I) 20.5, 
(2) 29.3, (3) 52, and for row . .Ware (I) 20.5, (2) 20.4, (3) 52. 
In 19 x 2 there 1s n small hole m the top of the I' of 
he111eAnn. In 19 X 3 the -o of Seo.lnu.,c is broken and 
there IS I\ hair fine through the I Of he1JIC401l. Jn 20 X 1 
there is a mck out of top of 1l of lt1.i.lt:4\r . As regards 
the ld. value, the measurements for row 19 are (I) ZO.l, 
(2) 20.8, (3) 52.2, nnd for row 20 are ( l) .20, (2) 20.5, 
(3) 51.2, and the 1 of date IS under e1 of 11e1JIC.11.n i1> 
19 x I J.. Other varieties on the sheet are :-l. over "-"' 
on 9X9, 9Xl0, and 9Xll. e1O\•er1 on 2X1, 2X4, 
5X8, 6Xf, 6Xl2, 8Xl0, 8X ll , 8X l 2, 9X2, 9X3, 
9X4, 12X3, 12X4, 12X9, IJ.Xll, 16X4, 16Xl2,J8X8, 
and 19X ll.. Short 1 rn 1922 in 20X5. Colon for 1 in 
1l.1.,.lt:'-\r io 11 X9. Spht r in 10X4. Overprints 6 to 8 in 

rows l to 4 are raised and overprints 5 to 8 io rows 15 to 
17 are dropped. There are, therefore, fourteen out of 
alignment pairs. The type nms down to the right. 

Plate 10.- The measurements for both rows 19 and 20 
are (1) 19.8, (2) 20.Z, (3) 52. In 19 x 3 the 1 of date is 
under ei of 11e1reann. In .W x 2, there is a small bulge 
out of the right downstroke of the first .1 of Se.11.4'0.lC. 
lo the Id. vnlue, the measurements for row 19 are (1) 20, 
(2) 19.8, (3) 51.2, and for row 20 are (1) 19.9, (2) 19. 7, 
(3) 51.2, and JO 19 x 10 and 19 X 11 the 1 of date is under 
e1 of 11etl'C4\0J1. 111J9X10, tbe R of 1'l14Lt:.),r is usually 
broken and the e of Seal..1'0"'C appears as c. Other 
varieties on the sheet are :- e1 over 1 in 2 x 3, 2 x 4, 2 x 5, 
2X8, 6X2, 6X3, 6X8, 6X ll, 6X l 2, 8X8, 8Xl2, 9X3. 
9X+, Ux7, IZX8, 15X7, 15 X8, 16X3, 16X4, 16 X l0, 
16X ll, J8X8, 19X3, l9x+, 19X10,and 19Xll. Tbere 
are no out of alignment prLirs. 

There appears to have been ouly one plate used for the 
2/6, 5/ -, anJ lO/· values, nnd R over Se is found 
in the following positions :- 1 x 3, 2 X 3, 3 x 2, 3 x 3, 4 X 3, 
7X3, 8Xl, 'JXJ, 9Xl, 9X3, 1ox2, and lOX+. 

"WllJE OVEHPRINT." 

Pill/a 1.- The measurements for strips of three are 
20t mm. and +oi mm. In 20 x I, the c of Se.\l..1'0.-C has 
a flat bottom and long pomted end. As regards the ld. 
value. the measurements are the same, and in 20 X JO and 
20 X 12 the Jeft·han:I side of the base of the second 2 m 
1922 1s broken. 

Plate 2. - The measurements for strips of three are 
20l mm. nod 41 mm. r n :!Ox l the c is normal. As 
regards the Id. value, the measurements are 20! mm. and 
41 mm., and the 2's are perfect. 

td. valttc. This \•alue was Q\'erprmte<l from Plates 5 and 
7 in black and from Plates 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 in blue.black. 
The chief varieties are R over Se and short 1 in 1922. n 
over S is not found. The control for both black and blue· 
black overprints is T 22 imperf. and perf. The wide 
control 1s U 22 imperf. nnd perf., the former being found 
with watermarks 2 aod J. H first appeared in black at the 
end of July, in blue.bfa('k on August 23rd, and with wide 
overprint on November 2lst. 

ld. '!Jaluc. - Plates 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, and 1.0 were used for 
overprinting this value in blue·blnck. Blue.black controls 
are 522 and T22, nnd both are found imperf. and perf. 
T 22 imperf. is the only contro l. that has been found with 
overprint in black. The same varieties occur as for the td. 
value, with the addition of the variety ONE PENNY, 
found on the ninth stamp of fifteenth row, Control T 22 perf. 
The wide controls are T 22 and U 22, the former only beinir 
known irnperf. U 22 impcrf. is found with watermarks 2 
and 3. It fir,.t appeared JO black and blue-black on July 
20th, and w11h wide overprmt on November 2 Lsl. 

Hd. value was overprinted in black from Plates l, 2, 
3, and 9. and in blue-black from Plates 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 
9. The chief variety 1s PENCF for PENCE in the ,·alue 
tablet, occurring on the last s1amp of the fifteenth row, 
Control Q LI pPrf. It is only found with black overprint. 
Tbe recut PEN CF variety, in which there is a long lower 
bar to the second E, 1s found on all prionngs, except thac 
in black, with Control T .U perf. Other 1·arieties include date 
at cop and date omitted. The controls are Q 20, Q 21, imperf. 
and perf., and T .U perf. on 1he black overprint and T 22 
imperf. and perf. on tht blue·black and wide 01·erprints. 
It first appeared m black on February J 7th, in blue· black 
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on August 2 lst, and with wide overprint on December 4tb. 
2d. t•nlue.-Dies I and JI black were both overprinted 

from P lates I, 2, and 3: Die I blue-black was from Plates 
2, 3, 4, 5, and 7; and Die I I blue-black from all the plates 
except Plate l. The chief variety is inverted overprint, 
which is found on both dies and with both inks. Four 
sheets of Die I black were purchased in Cork. The control 
of one is 5 22 imperf., and the overprint is a very shiny 
black, like the Harrison. The overprint on another sheet 
is considerably off centre. One sheet of Die II black 
appears to have been broken up and distributed to small 
offices in Co. Wexforcl. Used copies are known postmarked 
Enniscortby. Two sheets of 2d. blue·black, one in each 
die, have been reported from Dublin. With regard to 
the 2d. Die I I t51ue-black inverted, the majority of these 
were sold by a London stamp dealer of undoubted repute, 
who has stated that:-" I .. . purchasttd last August (1923) 
a pa.ne and a half of a par1e of the 2d. with inverted over· 
print, blue-black. The lower half with control I sold 
entire, and the rest I split up. These were originally 
purchased at a post office in Dubltn." On being shown a 
statement that it was printer's waste, he wrote: "My 
opinion regarding this ... is just ns il was; that is, it is a 
genuine. legitimate error, and I do not think that people 
who make statements to the contmry know anything about 
it." Other varieties include watermark inverted and date 
omitted. The controls are as follows :-Die I black­
s 21, 522, and T22; Die 11 black- S 22 and T 22; Dies I 
and l l blue-black-S 22 and T 22. All occur imperf. and 
perf. None of the 522 controls in blue-black are 
easy to obtain. The wide control is T 22 imperf. and perf., 
and is rare in the former state. It first appeared in black 
on February l7tb, in blue.black on July 7th, and with wide 
overprint on November 2lst. 

2td. value was overprinted in red from Plates 8 and 9. 
This value is not found with the 1l over S variety, since it 
was only pnoted from later plates. The control 1s T 22, 
which occurs imperf. and perf. It first appeared on 
October 23rd, and now turns out to be a very scarce stamp. 

3d. valtte was overprinted 10 black from Plates 2, 3, and +, 
and in blue-black from all plate!' except land 7. TbP. chief 
varieties are watermark inverted and reversed, R over S, 
and short 1 in 1922. The control, both black and bluti· 
black, is T 22 imperf. and perf. It first appeared in black 
and blue-black on July l l th. 

4d. value was overprinted in red from P lates 8 and 9. 
1l over S is not found. and there are no outstanding 
varieties except 1l over Se and short 1 in 1922. Tbe 
con•rols are $22 ::ind 1'22. The former is only found 
perf., and is one of the cb 1ef rarities. It first appeared 
on September 8tb. 

Sd. t•al11e was overprinted in blue-black from Plates S, 6, 
7, 8, and 10. This value is fairly free from the usual minor 
vaneries, and no important errors, except 1l over Se, are 
found. The control is T 22 and it only or.curs imperf. It 
first appeared on Augu~t l lth. 

6d. value was overprinted in black from Plates 1, 2, and 
3, and in blue.black from all plates except 1 and 7. 1l O\'er 
Sand short 1 in 1922. are the only varieties of note. Thti 
controls are 5.21 and T.22 in black, and T.22 and U.22 in 
blue.black, none of which occurs perf. S.21 is found with 
watermarks 2 and 3, and is exceedingly rare with the former. 
Ii first appeared in black on February l 7tb, and in blue­
black on . \ugust 21 st. 

9d. value in agate was overprlnted from Plates 4 and 8. 
On n small number of sheets the o,·erpnnt was considerably 
misplaced, and some of the stamps show the greater part of 

the date at the top. 1l over S does not occur. The control 
is S 22, both imperf. and perf., the latter being very rare. 
It first appeared on August lltb. 

This value was first i.c:sued in sl\ge-green on November 
6th. The control is T 22, both imperf. and perf., from 
Plate 9. 

JOd. value was overprinted in blue-black from Plates 5, 
7, and 9. Jt is also ·found in a jet black ink, which is 
difficult to distinguish owmg to the colour of the background. 
1l over Se and short 1 in 1922. are lhe most importam 
varieties. The control is S 22, which occurs imperf. and 
perf. ll first appeared on August 24tb, and only a very 
sm::ill quantity seems to have been printed. The available 
stock of the !Od. Dollard was absorbed very slowly, and 
consequently only a few IOd. Thoms were needed. 

1/ - value was overprinted in black from Plates l, 2, and 
3, and in blue-black from P lates 2, S, 6, 8, and 9. The 
chief varieties are Rover S, short 1 in 1922., and water­
mark Type 2 instead of Type 3. The controls are R 21, 
S 2 1, and S 22, all imperf. and perf., in black; _S 22 and 
T 22, imperf. and perf., in blue-black; anti T 22, imperf. 
nnd perf., with the wide overprint. II first appi:.ared in 
black on February 17tb, in blue-black on August 21st, 
and wilh wide o,·erprint on December 4th. 

2/6, 5/ -, at1d 10/- were all overprinted in blue-black, 
apparently Trom one plate only. Th!! 5/ - is also found 
wJth process black overprint. The only variety is 
1l over Sc. The earliest known date is October l 7th for 
the 2/6 value, and October 2Sth for the other values. There 
is an interesting variety in which the third line of overprint 
mensuros 20~ mm. instead of 21 mm. 

THOM THREE LI NE OVERPRINTS. 

The first stamp with the overprint in three lines, the 2d. 
value. was sprung as a surprise on December 11 tb, 1922, 
five days after the appearance of the definite 2d. in the Map 
of Ireland design. It pro\ed to be the forerunner of a 
complete series with the new overprint, which was finally 
completed by the issue of the 4d. value on January 16th, 
1923. The overprint, which reads $<\ORSC<it: eme,mn 
1922. means " Irish Free State 1922." 

Five different plates were used for the overprinting, and 
details are given below by means of which control blocks 
or strips may be identified. In the case of all values 
except the Id., the measurements are taken from the left· 
hand sideoftbe1in1922 on 20X l to the same position 
on 20 x 2, and then on to the same position on 20 x 3. In 
the case of tbe ld. value, the measurements are taken from 
the upper pan of the lower serif of the S in S<\orlSc;4\r. on 
20 x 10 to the same position on 20 x 11, and then on to the 
same position on 20X 12. 

Plate 1.-The measurements are 20! mm. and 40i mm. 
In 20 X J, the final 2 of the date is dropped, and in some 
printtngs there is also a small 1. In 20 x 2, there is some­
times a chip out of the first c in S<'ORSC(\t:. As regards the 
Id. value, the measurements are 201 mm. and 40f mm. 
The varieties include, in some printings, no accent or 
accent inserted on .& of S"onsc.c!.c on 15 x 12. 

Plate 2.-Tbe·measurements are 201 mm. and 41 mm. 
In 20 X 1, the final 2 of date is raised. In the ld. value 
the measurements are 20! mm. and 41 mm. The varieties 
include S over e on 7 x 10 and 10 x 10 on some printings. 
The former was quickly corrected. 

Plate 3.-T be measurements are 201 mm. and 42t mm. 
In 20 x 1 there is a small hole in final 2 of date. In the 
Id. value the measurements are 20t mm. and 4-0i m"l· 
The overprints are u~ually thicker than on the earlier plates. 
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Plate 4.-The measurements are 20 mm. and 42 mm. 
In 20 x 2 the first r of Saonsc,\c is larger than the normal. 
The Id. value is not found from this plate. 

Plate 5.-Thu measurements nre :ZO mm. and 43 mm. 
In 20 x 2 the first r of S<\onsc"t: is usually split. The 
ld. value is not found from this plate. 

Id. value was overprinted from all live platllS in blue· 
black; and 1s also found in black. The more imponanl 
varieties include S over C, accent omitted, accent inserted 
by hand, and hoe CJ\'er S.\onsc.3t:. The controls are 17 22, 
U 22, and U 23, all imµerf. and perf. It rirst appt'ared on 
December 18th, 1922. 

ld. value was oveqvinted from P lates I, 2, and 3 in blue. 
black, and is also found in black. The errors are the snore 
as for the !d. value. The controls are T 22, U 22, and 
U 23, all imperL and perf. U 23 imperf. is scarce. l t 
first appeared on December J 8th, J 922. 

l!d. value was overprinted Crom l'lates I and :l 10 blue. 
black. It is not found wuh jet black overprint. The chief 
varieties arc recut l'ENCF error and S over~- The con 
trols are T 12 and l l U 1mper£. and pcrf. T 2l imperf. 1s 
rare. It first appeared on December 2 Lst, 1912. 

2d. va/11.:, 11ie 11 only, was overprinted from Plates t 
and 2 in blue-black. It is also found 111 black. bul is rare 
tbus. S over (I. is the outstanding v11ricty, nnd the control 
is T 22 both imperf. and perf. It first appeared on 
December I Ith, 1922. 

2!d. ua/11e w."\s overprinted from Plates I and 3 in red, 
the chief variety shows accent omitted on s.,onsc.\t:. S 
over E! is not found. The controls are T 22 and U 23 
imperf. and per f. T 22 pcrf. is very rare. It first appeare<l 
on January 6th, I 9.:13. 

3d. value was overprinted from Plates l and 2 in bluP­
black and is also found in black. The varieties include 
accent omitted and S over e. The control is U 22 im­
perf. and perf. It first appeared on January 6th, 1923. 

+d. ual11e was overprmted from Plates I and 3 in red. 
The chief vnriety IS nussing accent; s ove1 a IS nol found. 
The controls nre l' 22 1mperf., U .!3 1mperf .. and V :23 
perf. It first nppenred on January 16th, 19l3. 

5d. i•alue was overprinted from Plates 2, 3, and · 5 in 
blue-black. The duer variety is S over ~- The controls 
are T 21 and U . .!3. the latter not being found perf. ll first 
appeared on Dece111ber 29th, 1922. 

6d. value was overprinted from all h\ e plat~ m blue­
black, and is also found in black. The varieties include 
inserted accent and S O\•er e The controls are U.U, 
V.23, and \V.l3, all 1mperf. It first app('ared on December 
28th, 1922. 

9d. val11e was overprinted from Plates I, l, and 3 in red. 
The most important ,·arieties are missing accent, S over C, 
and line over S.\OllSt:.\r. Tbe controls are T 2l and U 23 
imperf. and perf. l t first appeared on December 28th, 1922. 

• I Od. value was o'erprinted from Plates I, 2, and 3 in 
blue-black. S over (! 1s Lb'! cb1ef vimetv. Tbe control is 
T 22 imperf. and perf., the former bemg very scarce. 1t 
fusr appeared on fnnuary J3rh, 1923. 

1/ - value was overprin.ted from Plates I, 2, 3, and 4 in 
blue-black. The varieties include missing accent, inserted 
accent, S over C, nnd ONF SHILLING. The controls 
are T 22, U 22, and U l3 , all imperf. and perf., except T 22 
pert. which is not Iow1d. lt first appeared on December 
2lst, 1922. 

2/6, 5/ -, 011d IG/- values.-Tbe 2/6 first appeared on 
December 21st, and the 5 '· and 10/- on December 28th, 
1922. The most prominent varieties are accent omitted, 
accen.t reversed, and S over e. The latter, especially on 
the 2/6 value, is not so pronounced as on the lower values. 
Early printings were in blue-black, and lat11r printings in 
black. 

H ARRISON OVERPRINTS. 
The Harrison overprints were confined lo those \•alues 

winch were "sued 10 rolls, namely. the ~d., I d., I td., and 
2d. values. The h\'t! line O\•erprint 1s always found with 
the It over Se variety and is longer and broader than the 
Thom overprint. The !cl., Id., and 2d. (Die f) values were 
issueo io this form on June 19th, 19.U. The H·d. ,·alue 
apoeared on June .Z I st, :rnd the 2d. (Die TI J value probably 
some time in August The ink used w.•s a shinv black 
All :ire found on horizontal rolls of •iso ct:u1'1•r. nnd ·vertical 
roll~ of 500. The 2d. was also issued in \'crtical rolls 
of I ,OOO; it 1s scarce tbus. The only ,.,\·ieties of note 
arc JOmed pairs of the 2d. value, of which one stamp 1s 
Die I and the other n1e 11, and the l~d. \alUe With 
recut PENCF. 

The l farnson three line overprints nppeared on March 
7th, 1923, in Lhc fd., l d., I !11., and ..!d. (Doc 11) valu~s 
J\t l"irst the ink llSf'<l w:J!' dull black. bur Inter prmungs 
were in bluc-hlack, whic-h makes •hem dillicu lt to tell [rom 
the Thom. Tlus typt: may be disunguished from the corn~­
spond•og Thom owrprint by the fact Lh:i.t the small t- 1n 
eme,\111\ is r:used ID pronounced fashion. In the H arnson 
overprint. the loop of the 9 of date 1s pracucally round, and 
in tbe Thon- printing 1t 1s oval. The perforations on one 01 
more edgP.s will often be found trimmed. The chief variety 
is long 1 in 1922. 

HARlll~ON E:>:D T1\tl:'. 
The follt•wing chart g1\'es a Ji-;t of a ll the I larrison 

control letters \\h1ch appe:tt at one end of each roll. 
ll1.11..c.1.r S.i.onsc:.\t 

, .... ,,,h11. l"'rr11.-.1/, 
Allo>duvJ A1/,u-Ju1I Hur1:..·nldl. / ",.,h,·11/. Honf:IJr.f.11. 

td. 
rd. 
I Jd. 
2d. Die I 
2d. n .. u 
2d. Dirs 

l II; (( 

'"'~". G 
E 
L 
R 
R 

R 

1-1 AJt11un. 
0 
B 

Q 
Q 

1' 
0 
~ 
T 
T 

The continuation of 

G 
E 
I 

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF IRELANO 
will resume In the next issue of The Revealer. 

EXCHANGE ANYONE ? 

p 
u 
N 

T 

Very often we gel letters asking for stamps of Ireland or 
requests to exchange stamps. We don 't usually pass Jhem on to 
the members but do write the person a letter lo try and qualify 
his or her intent. But this one comes from so far away we 
decided to print it. A collector in Nepal is interested in excbang· 
ing stamps or lndln·Nepal·Bhutan for stamps of Ireland!! He 
secured our name from the American Library In Kathmandu, 
Nepal. U is aroazfog how far the word has spread concerning lhe 
E.P.A. 

Vinod Kumar Jain 
Post Box 581 
Kathmandu, Nepal 

He writes in English. Write first and establish mutually 
agreeable tenns before sending stamps of any value. The 
E.P.A. cannot accept responsibility for any dealings members 
may have wilh lhls collector. 



April, 1978 The Revealer Page 67 

AN INDEX TO LEADING ARTICLES IN VOLUME XXVll 
by Patrick H. Murphy 

SUBJECT PAGE 

Airmail Stamps 
Airmail Stamp Varieties, P. 0 . Mathuna ... . . ..... •.. .. .. 46 

Auctions 
Feldman'& Zurich Sales, J . E. Foley ...................... 32 
Auction Report , J . L. Auction .. .. . . . . . 48 

Booklets and Booklet Panes 
Sd Photogravure Booklet Stamps, P. 0 . Mathuna 

Book Reviews 
Litcratw-e Notes, J . E. Foley 

Colt Stamps <Definitive) 
Rare Coil Missing .. 
Unusual CoiJ . . . .. . .. .. 
Unusual CoiJ - Continued 

Coll Stamps <Overprinted) 
Harrison ~line Overprint Coll J.ssue, M. H. 

Priestley ....... 
Commemorative Issues 

Enough is Enough - A Rebuttal. S. Kearns 
Controls 

• 8-10 

6, 27. 53 

10 
22 
36 

.. 38-41 

...... 5 

Controls and the Overprint Plate, R. J . Swords ...... 44.45 
Definitive Issues 

Irish Definitive Varieties, Part II , J . D. McKee . .... 12·13 
Irish Definitive Varieties, Conclusion. J . D. 

McKee ... .. . . .. ..... 
Gum and Paper Types. Unwmked Defins. J . R. 

23·24 

Smallman ........ .. . . . ...... . 
Unwrnked Decimal Defins - Additional Data. B. 

11 

Warren . 26 
EHays and Proofs 

Questions on the Dollard Proofs, M. H. Priestley . . . . . . 16 
Fakes and Forgeries 

Is It Genuine~ J. E . Foley . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. •. .. .. . .. 41 
Miscellaneous Articles 

Editorial ; Collecting Ireland .......................... 3-4 
Irish Stamps and Inflation . .. . • . • . . . . . . . .. . . • .. 14-15 
Kohl 's Handbook . .. .. .. . . • . • . .. • .. .. • .. . .. .. . . .. 15 
Priestly Wins Field Award • .. ........ ..•. .•• 27 
The Identifier is Back!! ! .. . .. .. • . • ... • .. . . . • .. 29 
Ethics & Philately, J . E. Foley . • • • . • • • . . . . . . • • • 48 

Overprinted Issues 
CbJ Dollard Overprints 
Two Varieties .. 
Postage Stamps of Ireland. 1922·27, Pt I , W. E . 
Meredith Revised by J . E. Foley . 

P'ostal History 
Crash Covers, J . J . Blessington .. 
Compulsory Registration, E. M. Labluk 
Irish Forces in the U.N., J J . Blesslngton 

Postal Stationery 
Postal Stationery Notes, J . E. Foley .. 

Postmarks and Cancels 
Irish Postmarks 1922 Onward, J . T . Howley 

Revenues 
State Service Stamps, M. Murphy 

Specimen Overprints 
Letter. P. Collins . . .. 
Specimen Overprints. C. I. Dulin . 

16 

.... 61-66 

23 
28 

.. 55·56 

7, 25, 53 

. 59 

.. 7 

. 20 
43 

SUBJECT PAGE 

RANDOM NOTES by Fred Dixon 
Book Revues 

Feldman Catalog · · · · .. · · · · · · .. .. · · · .. .. 37 

CommemoraUve Issues 
Contemporary Irish Arl St.amp 
Scouting & Guiding · · · · 
Scouting & Guiding · 

••••.•.••••.. .. • .... • 21 
................ . . . 21 

.... . ................. 36 
36 

1976 Commeorative Packs .. · • · · • • · · · · • • • • · • · · · · •· · 
Eriugena •• ..................... . 37 

10 October Issues · · 
P & T Photographs · .. · • • • • • • • • · • · · · · • .. · · · · · · · .. · 

t-:uaya & Proofs 
Hely Essays 1922 

Exhibiting and Collecting 
Irish Philatelic Society Awards 
Dun Laoghalre Summer Festival · · · • • · · · · • · •• • · · · · 
Cork Stamp Exhibition 
STAMPA '77 .. .. ........ • 

1-"lrst Day Covers 
E.S.B. Covers 

Irish Republican Army Stamps 
Histor ic Stamps of LR.A. 

37 
37 

37 

20 
21 
37 

. 37 

37 

••. 4 

~Uscellaneous Subjects 
The Dublin Philatelic Section .... . ............ .. 4 

• 4 The Album, Cork, Philatelic Society · · · • · • • .. · · · · · · 
Ire land's National Stamp Collection .•. • •••••....• 20 

20 Auction Prices · 
Election Results · · · .............. 20 

Philatelic Section Delays .. • · · · · · · · • · · · · .. • • · .... · 
Post 0£Cice Guide· · · 

37 
53 

. 53 Postal Strike · · 
Radio Broadcast · .. ..................... 53 

Pos tal History 
Dublin Ship Letter Discovery· .. · .. · • · · ......... • · • · · 
The lrlsh in World War II 

Postmarks and Cancels 
Missing Year Dates 
Dublin Spoon Backstamp 
LO M.T R. 
Triangular Cancellations 
ICSLD 10 
1884 Numbered Killers 
Massing Year Dates 
Mileage Marks · · · · · 
Penny Posts · · · · 

Postal Rates 
Rate of Inflation · ·· 
Dccimillzalion Rates· 

Postal Sta tionery 
Business Reply Service · · · 
E .S.B. Meter-readers Card 
Registration Envelopes · · · 
Senate Election Envelopes 
Pos tal Cards Stamped-lo-Order 

Revenues 
A Fiscal Stamp Variety 
Hat Tax 

• 4 
. 52 

.. 4 
• 20 

20 
37 
:n 
37 
53 
53 
53 

. 4 
21 

. 4 .. .. 
20 
21 
37 

- 4 
20 



Page 68 The Revealer 

.Jeter J}pnes 
Member EPA, IPS, IPC, WPS 

DEALER IN THE PHILATELY OF 

Jrtlanb 
CASTLE PARK, CARRICK-ON-SUIR, CO. TIPPERARY, IRELAND 

OFFICIAL POST OFFICE PRESENTATION PACKS. 
1976 U.S. BI-Centennial: Containing the Miniature Sheet (NH) 
1976 Low Value Definitives: 1hp to9p complete except 6p stag (NH) 
1976 High Value Definitives: 10p to £ 1 except Issues post July Uth (NH) 
1976 Commemorative Stamps: Complete Issues for the year (NH) 

COMMEMORATIVE COVERS AND MAXIMUM CARDS 
1967-1974 Collection of 25 different Maximum Cards each with complete commemorative 

set and F DC cancellations 
1977 Complete set of 7 Commemorative Issues on First Day Covers 
1977 Complete set of OHlclal Special Event Cancellations on 15 covers (Illustrated covers 

where available) 
•1977 50p Booklet - Issued on March 2lst - the 3 panes tied to 2 illustrated covers by 

superb eds on First Day of Issue. Scarce 
•1977 lOp Coll - Issued on March 2lst - tied to an illustrated cover by superb eds on First 

Day of Issue. Scarce 

• N.S. No Offlclal First Day Cover Service Available on March 21st. 

$ 2.25 
5.50 

12.50 
5.50 

$27.50 
8.00 

10.00 

3.50 

1.75 

WANTS LI STS welcome for specific Items from my extensive stock of Irish material. For inclusion 
on my free malling list please forward your name and address together with a note of your interests. 

TERMS: Payment wlth order in U.S. Dollars by Bankers Draft, Check, or by Mastercharge. 
Minimum postage Sl extra on all orders. Please allow for addltional postage on bulky lots. Sublecl 
unsold. Satisfaction or refund guaranteed. 

The 1978 Stamp Program 

April, 1978 

The Department or Posts and Telegraphs has announced the 
following Special and Commemorative issues for 1978: 

<Dates or issue of the following stamps will be announced later.) 

July - Fauna and Flora. Sp, !Op, llp and 17p denominations. 
Undate~ - SOth Anniversary of Irish Currency or 192K. Sp, !Op, 

12p, t7p denominations. The first Irish currency notes since 
Independence were issued on lOth September 1928 and the 
first Irish coins on l2th December 1928. 

April 13 - 50th Anniversary or the First East-West Trans­
atlantic flight. !Op and 17p denominations. On 13th April 1928 
Commandant James Fitzmaurice of the Irish Army and the 
German aviato.rs, Captain Herman Koel and Baron von 
Huenefeld, made I.he first east to west crossing of the 
Atlantic by aeroplane in 37 hours, flying from Ireland to 
Canada . 

May 15 -a> Ew-opa. lOp and lip. Europa stamps have been 
issued since 1960 by most member coun1.ries of the Con· 
ference of European Postal and Telecommunications Ad­
ministrations. CCEPT). b> First Direct Elections to the 
European Parliament. Sp. Direct elections tc the European 
Parliament, proposed for May or June 1978, wlU be a 
significant step foward in the development of the European 
Community. 

This is the first issue in a new series of stamps depicting the 
fauna and flora of Ireland. 

September - al Contemporary Irish Art. 17p. Special stamps 
have been issued in thiS series since 1969. The stamps which 
are usually issued in one denomination feature the work of 
noted Irish artists. bl Bicentenary of the Birth of Catherine 
McAuley, Foundress or the Mercy Order or Nuns. IOp. The 
Mercy Order or Nuns are engaged in education, nursiruz and 
social work in many countries lhroughout I.he worlil . c> 
Global Eradication or Smallpox. Up. The World Health 
Organisation has requested the issue of a stamp to mark the 
expected eradication in 1978 of smallpox. the most 
destructive disease known to maol<ind. 

November - Christmas. Sp, lOp, 17p. Christmas stamps have 
been issued by the Post Office since 1971. 

Uncertain - Natural Gas - Arrival Onshore. lOp. The stamp 
will mark the important economic development of the first 
delivery onshore or the natural gas discovered off Kinsale. 

(All dates of issue and denominations are provisional 




