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SECRETARY'S REPORT 
As of this writing. September 14th, 58% or our members 

have paid Lh<'ir dues. Considt>ring our life members and those 
who paid in advance last year this is considerably hetler than 
our s ituation a year 11go. Unfortunately, we will have to drop 
those that do not pay t heiJ· dues by the end of the yenr, nnd 
t his will be the lasl Revealer they will receive. 

ATT8NTION members outside the United Stat es .. In the 
Summer Revealer W<' statE'd that there would be nn extra 
$6.00 fee for those who did not remit. Ln either U.S. Dollars 
Irish Pounds o.r Pounds Sterling. In the interim, our bank hnd 
changed ils fee .5chedule lo Sl.00. Members remit.ling in Irish 
Pounds or Sterli ng are n'minded LO check the cur nrnt. 
currency conversion rate and add 50p. 

NEW MEMBERSHIP CARD: Early in 1982 all mt>mbers in 
good standing will receive a new permanent member.5hip card 
When an individual ~-eases t.o be a member. this card should be 
reLurnod to lhe Secr111.ary. Rcplacemenls for losl cards may be 
obtained rrom the Secretary for s 1.00. 

PflOPER C RED IT : Normally, preparin g a membership 
dircclory is part of a secret.ary·s job. However, in our ~nse the 
project was ininted by acting President Bill Zellers who also 
solicited the advertising thnl made il fensible. Bob Gorlcs 
edited the dir e<:lory, made the cnmera ready copy and tool 
care of prinllng and dislribuLion. The resulL is Lhe best 
member s hip directory the EPA has published. 

AnoLhE\r project is our new permnnent membership card. This 
was conceived by Bill ZcUers. who is also taking care of lhe 
Lyping nndmailing of Lhe cards. 

NEW MEMBERS 
T he followi ng individuals have been accepted into member 

s hip su bjecl to no objections being received by the secrelary 
within a 45 day period following this publication. 

I 593 llcli ntl:o Kemp"'· 16H IS F. Dawn f-111vc11 Htl ., I la.:k11.l:1 I I 1s .. l'A 
9174 

1594 Da n id I'. h •:ilhl'l'stou, Jr .• 41) lk~<·<1 11 SI.. Uosl"11, MA Ol\UI< 
1595 l· rnn<:i,J. Ruudk, 922 M1q>I<' Ave .. Gkn»hlcn. P,o\ \<Jll)<> 

1596 rtwm :i~ R. t"oui, 501J F~11dl.'1 Rcl .. Unil 4 , Lisk. 11 60532 
1597 l)imi1r1 PnJ11ln. 31123 Scm1nok llwy, Mudi~nn. WI Sl71 I 
1598 Juan C'ullin~. 37 M~aJ Lane. Wc~!bury. N.Y. 11 5% 
159'.I Grt>,g.ory Gc11r!!<' (.;rayl1am, 1921 Verona, Sp ringllc l<l. ~I( I 65804 

16011 "'""'"' P. ~l"T l!:i n. Ahram, 30 l·"cnn<111.lu Vi11:1g~. Stunturi.l. L"I\ 
943() 

llitl I Kcnnclh A. Co~tlel. liq' 12, C'11 111r:1;:1 Sia. 24. St. Luui~. MO 
63 I) 

11>112 Ti111t•lhy C"roWk)·. ""!111ltt111" llisho1•1uw11 Rd .. lli•ho111own, C'tJ rk 
lr.;bnd 

lbU.l lluv1<l lhk. 14 ~lure" Lan.;. D:.y\011, Ohi,.45459 
1(104 Thom;is J. t.1"!11ahon, N." 11 R\l:id , Pur<ly,. N.Y. l lJ.'i71:! 
I l>US M.1rihc1!1 l.1ljc'1r"m . .+4 91l E. Munt:ina rt.. D<·11vt>r, ("0 1;0221 
1(\116 R<·••. 1<.tlwot II . Lcg;ini, 2-1 N. Wrsl Aw .• Wc1111nul1, N.J. Ol!CJ\lll 
l 6117 I homa• I\, I l;~11lci· . 27 Valley Vk·w Av~ .. l.a1h11rn. N. Y. 1l11 ll 
1601! Ro;:cr F. . Kcr1m·lly, IJ.1.x i46, Ti1uw1ll<•. I· L J'.!7llo-On I ) 
1(1119 <'h:11k> F.. \\cl~h. 113 W, Strnll\ml Ave., l.ans<lownc. PA 19(1511 
1610 John II. Gcrc1y. Jr .. lh.>'\ 1885. Kl:mwtlt I alls. OR 916111 
lhl I llcv. Rolwn J. Mi:Nm1h1rn, 16545 C'l1;i r.;wm1h St •. <:ru11,1t.la llillR. 

CA !1134· 

\U$1N/;T/\1'1.!l.l: llHll l\rlh111 l' :iuc""· 241 9 S. 161h St.. ~pnni; l >d•I 
I L 61 

f\ 19 Mkh.1cl l'l1d,111, Sc1iltli11. ll:11li111:1"'· Slt~vc ru c, 
W:il<lrforol. lr.:l:intl 

llESl(;N.J\TION~ : ll nrry ll:1~·c~. Jcn,.,lv:u Murch. L.F. C'uuk 
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DONATIONS 
Many members have sent contributions aJong with the.ir 

dues. This is a great help to your Association, and is really 
appreciated by your officers. As of Sept.ember 15th the follow· 
ing have rontrfbut.ed a total or $402.34. (contributions reeeived 

,alter Sepl. 15th will be acknowledged in the next report). 
J.O. O'Brien, C.D. Arnott, E.G. Wuinia.k, B. Ryder, M.J. 
Ptacilla. G. Projer, F .R. Kubik, W.G. Landells, J.L. EarE. B.P. 
Wright, R. Gray, T. McLaughlan, C.A. Ba11ville, E.G. Marsh, 
Rev. C.V. Brady, M.M. Bentzien, E.J. Neary, L.J. Barrett. 
D.F. Brown, P .J . Holmes, G.F. Lohman, G.J. Ginovski, W.C. 
Slattery, W. Donlon, R.H. King, J.C. Button, (:-01. J .F. 
O'Connor, W.C. Kemp. J.H. Baird, D. Galvin, J.J. McGuire, 
H.E. Brig ht, R.J. Fennessy, J .J . Byr nes, P.D. Frank, J .F. 
Crowley, C.E. McMahon, E.T. Sulllvan, P.O. McNnlly, F.E. 
Colby, T.O'Shea, R.D. Carles.a, J.A. Norstedt, Mrs. F. Johns, 
P.E. Kennedy, F. Mirabella, V.A. Linnell, W.J. O'Donnell, 
W.G. Bogg, H. Frank. J.E. Sweet, B. Warren, J.J. Meehan, 
M.C. Mitchell, D.P. Houghlalin, J.P. Woods, R.L. Noyes, Maj. 
T.B. Moore. J .P.M. Murphy. R.P. McCuUagh. E. FitzGerald, 
G.K. Richards, Mrs. L.M. Robleske. G.E. Wright, G.K. 
Lechliter, P. A. Lavin, J .P . Wal!h. P . Cummings, L.R. Abbey, 
L.M. McMulJen, W.J . O'Brien, J .E. Collins, L. Rose, H.C. 
Rooney, P . Stilwell. W. Wlneburgh, G.E. Gillespie, Mrs. W.J. 
Ourt.shaw, R.C. Fitzpatrick, C.E. Murphy, E.J. Ryan, w.T. 
McCaw, E.J. Daly, H.C. Halliday. P .J . Ryan, J .H. Napier. P.G. 
Murphy, T.J. Dixon, A .R. Monohan, J.F. Reardon, E.J. 
Donoghue, P.J. Cussen, L.F. Barrington. J .D. Snyder, W.J. 
Walsh, M.M. Lenane. 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS 
Members as of June 10th 1981 .........•..•............ 565 

New Members ........ , , .. , , , 19 
Re·instatements . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Resignntions ................. (3) 18 

Members as o ( September 15, 1981 ............ . ......... 583 

NEW APPLICATION FORMS 
The EPA has prepared a new brochure describing the 

Association which bas a membership application form in­
cluded. Help us recruit new members. The Secretary will send 
you some of these brochures on request. 

•• t• ••••••• 

HELP! HELP! HELP! 
We need the help of our mobUe members. Despite all I.he 

effort that has been put to getting our mailing records up to 
date, we hnve just had a record number of returns and 
address correclions come in from the mailing of our Summer 
Issue of The Jle,•ealer . 

We are charged 95c by the Polltal Service for every copy 
t hat is returned as " Not. deliverable as, addressed, unable to 
forward". If the mailing can be forwarded we are charged 25c 
for the new address. 

lt is now 6 weeks since the mailing was made (as I wriLe 
this} and so far we have received 2 returns and 11 address 
changes. A postal card nollce to the Publisher/Distributor 
(listed under Starr on the masthead) would have prevented 
J.bis unnecessary expense. 

Members who fail to receive the mailing due to a change of 
address, of which we were not advised, should send $1.25 to 
cover postage and costs involved with their request for the 
missing copy. 

PRESIDENT'S NOTES 
fm sorry t.o say that the Thomas Field Award Seleclion 

Committee. was unable to find a worthy candidate on whom to 
bestow the aw&rd this year. It is to be given to any person 
who has made an out.standing philatelic contribution to Irish 
philately. The committee composed of Michael GiUney, 
Vinceni Linnell and Judge John Walsh, were unanimous In 
their opinion that the award not be presented in 1981. 

The EPA Service Award, was announced in the Spring 
Revealer . The Awa.rd will be given annually to an Association 
member who has made an outstanding service contribution to 
the Eire Philatelic Association during the year. Y.our O!ficers 
and Directors have decided to name this a;vard in honer of Lhe 
late John J. Cl3rk. J ohn Clark served Ufe association as Sec­
retary from May 1951 to Septem ber 1965. He waa charter 
member number 39 and Life Member number 2. He founded 
t.he lriah Cachet. Covers, which was the outgrowth ol an EPA 
project. 

In lhe Summer Revealer an article told about the British 
Phllatelic Federation of which the EPA is an affiliate. Now I 
have in hand ap plication forms ror the federation. ll anyone 
cares to become 11 personal member of the BPF, let me know 
and I'll send you lhc form. Incidentally, t.be EPA can earn 
£2.00 for eal!h member it recruits for the BPF. 

In the near future all members will be recei11ing permanent 
plastic membership cards. alter payment of t his year's dues. 
Some new members may already have this type of card. Don't. 
lose this card. We will have to charge a fee to replace it. 

Some members have suggested the possibility of h&11ing a 
Sales Circuit within the Association. A person bas volunteered 
to run it and is looking int.o rules and regulations eslablished 
by other asao<:itlllons. When we are ready to go with the 
circuits you'll be hearing more about it. Hopefully. that w.ill be 
in the Wint.er R<eveaJer. 

With this Revealer each member has received a copy or the 
revised constitution, which has been approved by the majority 
of Lhe ofncers and directors. I'd like to ask each member to 
read it. carefully. If you 11.pprove of it, no action is necessary on 
your part,. U you do not approve, please send me a letter to 
the address on t.he masthead so stating and your recommenda­
tions. 

The Officers a111d Directors have now approved a plan to 
provide the opportunity for members in good standing to 
purchase Life Membership. The current life rates are: 

United Stales . . .................... ..... $140.00 
Canada & Mexico ....................... 170.00 
All other countries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00 

T he amounts may be paid in S monthly installmeot.s. Those of 
you who have already paid your dues for 1981 snd wish to now 
purchase life membership will receive credit for the amount 
already paid lhi.s year. P lease contact t he Secretary, Joe 
Foley, a~ his nddrell-'f on the masthead Ior the proper 
procedure to apply for life membership. 

AcLing Pres.idenL Bill Zellers 
Wit.h approxlm.ately 20% of the members voting, the 

following Officers and Directors have been elected 1.-0 serve a 
two year term. effective SepLember 1, 1981: 
President ........... ..... ...... ........... .. . . Bill ZelJers 
Vice President ............................. John Smdlman 
Vice President - Europe .......... ..... . Padraig O'Mathuna 
Director-at Large . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Phelan 
Director, Eastern N. America .. . ........... Patrie.la Stillwell 
Director, Central N. America .. . ......... .. . Michael Lennne 
D irector, Western N. America .......... . ... Richard Swords 
Director, Europe . . .............. .. ...... . . Michael Giffney 

(continued botiom of pa1e 20) 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
Given below i1I the income and expense statement of lhe 

Eire Philatelic Associntion for the year ending August 31et, 
lll81 anil the bnlance sheet as of August Slst, 1981. The report 
i.s subject lo audit. 

LNCOM.E & EXPENSE STATEMENT 
(Sept. I. 1980 to Aug. 31 , 1981) 

INCOME 

Dues, t 9 80-81 year & urrcars 
Dues, 1981 -8'2 year & fu ture 
Donations with 1980-81 dues 
Donations wi th 1981-82 dues 
Auction. Nt.f (No. 50 & 51) 
AdvC!rtisin11,. REVEALER 
Adver tising, Meinbc1sliip Directory 
REV BALER. s11111ph: caries 
REVEALER, ba.:k issues (net) 
Special Offers, (Gross) 
In tcrost 
Misc. Lncome 

EXPENSE 

REVEALER 
Typesetting 
Postage 
Prin ting & Envelopes 
Key-Punch, L:thcls 
Misc. 

Membership Direc rory 
Auction Prin1ing 
Dues Envclo1>es 
New Membership Curds 
Felt Banner & Rud 
.Ballots 

$1,010.00 
784 .79 

1,434 .64 
123 .03 

6.33 

Dues, Bri tish Phil Fed 
Administrative Exp.:nse• 
Special Offers (Postage, etc.) 
Misc. Exp. 

l.ncomc over Exrenses 

Adjustment fo r dues & Donations 
Rec 'tl. for subscqu;:inr years 

Adjusted I n~ornc over Expenses 

$3.726.29 
859.00 
283.50 
130.00 
171.35 
205 .00 
455.00 

12.50 
413.29 

378.00 
57.37 

439.01 

$6,765.3 1 

3,358.79 

325 .00 
90.00 
42.50 

395.97 
49.53 
14.85 
24.00 

758.89 
.58.56 

102.62 

$5,220.71 

J ,544.60 

(989.00) 

$ 555.60 

'Covers Officers· and Dirc1: lors' expenses for p ustagc telephone, 
printing & stationery. 

(conlinued from paJle 19) 

Also OD the Board or Directors are the Immediate Past Presi· 
dent, Edward Sullivan, Secretary/Treasurer , Joseph E. Foley, 
Jr., The Revealer Editur, ,John ,J. RleAsinglon anll 
Publisher/Distributor of The Revealer, Robert D. Corless. 

Members wishing specific election results contact. Joe Foley, 
enclosing a SASE. 

BALANCE SHE.ET 

ASSETS 

Caslt: 
Sl,'.!04 .83 lntcrslatc National Dank 

with special offer.; Mgr. 204.14 s 1.408.97 
Seuiri tics: (al cost) 

'.!uni ts Corp. Income Fund 
Matu re 12/ 22/ 81 2.01 S.56 
2 units Co1p. Income Fund 
mature l/14/82 2,014 ,22 4,029.78 

TOT AL ASSETS 

LIABILITY & EQUITY 
Liabilities: 

Accounts P;1yuhlc 
f'rcp11i d Dues 

Reserve Funds: 
Life Memberships 
Special Offers 
Journal Publication 

Equ.i ty 

Total Liabil ities & Equity 

3.84 
964.00 

2,400.00 
500.00 

1.000.00 

APS AFFILIATION 

$5,438.75 

967.S4 

3,900.00 

570.9 1 

$5 ,438.7 5 

In the Summer Revealer there was en uticle on the British 
Philalelic Feder!! ti1m, with which the EPA is 3ffili!!~~d. Now, 
so ns Lo give equnl time, it seems only fair that we provide ll 
profile of the American Philatelic Society of which the Eire 
Philatelic Associat ion is AffiJia le number 21. 

The purpose oI societies affiliating with the APS is ' ' to 
sponsor and engage in activities 0& will be mutually beneficial 
to the org11nizations and to promote the fulle5t possiblo 
exchange of information and ideas for the welfare of 
philately." 

Organizations becoming APS olliliatcs musl be at least 
national in scope. Their fonnntion musl have been to study a 
special phase of philately and their objectives and activities 
musl be compatible with those ol the APS. 

Affiliates. their purpose11 and activities , ar e outlined in the 
APS "Handbook of Services," sent to each member. An. 
address is given, lo which interested persons may write to 
receive addjtional information and membership npplications. 
ln this w11y an affiliate receives national, even inlt!rnationul, 
publicity nod possible memberships. 

Personal mcmber.ship!i of various types are available in the 
.'\PS. Service& available to personal members are: tho Sales 
Divillion, Ex~rUzing Service, AU-r isk Stamp Insurance, a 
Complaint Senice. EsU!.te Advisory Service, a Stomp Theft 
Notincation Service and a Tranlllation Service. In addition 
there is nn opportuni t)' lo Ulle ~he facilities of the American 
Philatelic Re~eorch Library and to 5Ubsttibe to the quarter ly, 
Philatelic Literature Rniew. ConvenLions are heir! annually in 
various geographic areas of the country. ln addition Sprin• 
Mcet.inga or National Scope ore held. 

Anyone wishing further information or application forms 
mny write to APS National Hendqua:rters, P.O. Box 800, State 
College, PA 16801 
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MEET OUR NEW PRESIDENT 

Bill Zellers, our newly elected President, is a native of the 
state of Missouri. but after 32 years in the United States Air 
Force, he has called many places home. Now he has settled in 
Riverside, Calilornia. Those years in the Air Force were spent 
in various positions in Health Care Administration. A tour of 
duty in England led to a trip to Ireland and a visit to the 
Dublin G.P.O. But you've read in an earlier Revealer issue 
how he became a collector of Irish philatelic material. 

He has a Bachelor's Degree from the University of 
Nebraska, Omaha and a Master's of Business Administration 
and a Master of Public Administration from Golden Gate Uni· 
versity. He is a Fellow in The Royal Society of Health. Bill is a 
member of the American Philatelic Society, Society of 
Philatelic Americans, Irish Philatelic Circle and The Royal 
Philatelic Society, London. He also belongs to the Letter Box 
Study Group, the United Nations Study Group and United 
Nations Philatelists. 

Bill joined the Eire Philatelic Association in 1967. He has 
been Director for Western North America, Director-at Large 
and Vice President. 

He is married to the former Peg Hartman of Pennsylvania. 
They have two sons and three granddaughters. 

Since his retirement from the Air Force, Bill works as a 
Consoltant in Health Care Services and teaches graduate 
courses in Health Care Administration. 

MY COLLECTION By BID O'Connor 
My serious interest in Irish stamps and covers began in 

1972. I had been a collector of sorts since a child but a trip to 
Europe that year brought me into the fold. 

Ireland was the last stop o.n the vacation and a trip to the 
main post office in Dublin was on the schedule in order to 
purchase the Olympic stamps which commemorated the evel'tt 
that was being held in Munich. Germany. A leisurely stroll 
tbroug.h the city with a stop at an ofCice of the Bank of Ireland 
for a set of the new coinage made for a pleasant day. On the 
way back to the bed and breakfast "hotel", I came across the 
Irish Times office and was introduced to the idea of first day 
cover collecting. The people at the office were very friendly 
and when I left, I was a new subscriber to the.ir program. 

Some years later the Irish Times suspended their cover 
service and I began collecting directly from the Philatelic 
office in Dublin. At about the same time I star,ted adding to 
m.y general Irish collection with the late John Clark providing 
many of the earlier covers and stamps. During tbe last few 
years I have attempted collecting some of the overprints and 
coils but with the advent of a family and the soaring co.sts of 

Irish stamps in general tpe task has been very slow but still 
enjoyable. 

Membership in a local stamp club. visiting stamp shows in 
the area and being a member of EPA have all been uselul in 
increasing my collection and adding to my knowledge of Irish 
p hila te.J y. 

From A Newcomer by G.D. Me.rchant 
So - you want articles and letters, do you? 
Well, as a new member, and a beginning collector of Ire· 

land - I've now received two issues of The Revealer - plus 
two or three catalogs, and "identifiers'' and all, - I'll write you 
a letter. 

First, as Mike Lenane suggested, I bo1,1ght a "packet" - as 
large as I could afford. Then I sent to Dublin for the "year" 
packs and soon I was up to my ears in dogs, stags. oxen and 
eagles, pence and no pence, watermarks and no watermarks 
and about three or four hundred (it seemed) variations of over­
prints.I 

But I persevered and I think I can now follow a little bit 
the articles in The Revealer, all obviously written by specia­
lisLs who assume I know what they are talking about. 

But then, ahal then I arranged a "standing order account" 
with the Dublin G.P.O. and on July lst received my first ship­
ment of 1981 issues on an invoice dated June 25, 1981. Mind 
that date now, for it's one day after the issue date of the An 
Oige set! and it wasn't there! I didn't get it! Well. said I, I'll 
wait a bit and maybe they'll send it along. So, 1 waited and I 
didn't get the set. but I did get two bulletins the last week of 
July. 

I was afraid to wait until the August Slst issues so I wrote 
them a real nice Jetter, polite and all, calling the oversight to 
their attention. Not angry, you see, just wondering where 
were my stamps? 

I hope you're ready for this. On August Bth I received an 
envelope with the 19p An Oige affixed, very, very. carefully 
post marked June 24th 1981 and stamped in English and Ir ish 
"First Day of Issue"! Inside was the An Olge set, on an invoice 
dated June 24th 19811 The envelope was back stamped - Van 
Nuys, California, August 6, 198111 

So the Irish Post Office, God love-them. not only sent me 
my errant stamps but did it as a First Day of Issue - In 
August - and then made it Interesting by virtue of the Van 
Nuys back stamp! 

Oh, when I bought the first packet, I bought it from a 
dealer in England -Armthorpe, Coventry, I think, December 
5th 1980. He finally cashed my check on May 5th 1981 at the 
Midland Bank in Jerseylll 

I get the feeling they tried to convey in the old 1985 
movies, when the "Doctor" would gaze out the window at the 
murky midnight and say in a low voice - "I tell you. there's 
something out there." 

But don't misunderstand - I'm having a ball, I love tbe 
Gerl in.finitives, or whatever - I'm enchanted with the Du,blin 
Post Office and, all in all - Up the Irish!! 

By the way, if I can't find a watermark at all is it number 
96 or 121 (Scott)??? 

1'hanks for listening - I've enjoyed it. 
Editor's Note: 
Regarding the An Oige cover . .. 19p was surface rate then and 
six weeks from Ireland to I,os Angeles is average for surface 
mail so I suspeet that the cover was mailed on the date shown. 
As far as the Van Nuys back stamp you'll have to blame that 
on the UniLed States postal system. I agree that dealing with 
the philatelic section of the Irish Post Olfice is a strange 
"happening" at times. 
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RANDOM 

NOTES 

By F. E . Dixon 

AUCTION PRICES 
Ian Whyte':i auction of 30 May was well attended and lhree 
was vigorous biddinl(, uspeciall)' lor the Land Registry 
SOUTHERN IRELAND !'ia ond 1'.1, sold at 1::125 and .1:220 
against \IBluations of £JO cnch. The 1980 miniature sheet wllh 
red printing (only 150 exist) fetched .£! 00. Top ptice was 
£6.000 for lhe Id with nccent and ' t' missing. in mounted block 
of six. A mounted tC)s Thom reached 1:900, nnd 11 4d Dollard 
with brettks under FOUR, £390. A .strip of seven 2cl blue with 
Dublin 186 cancellalion, £:300. An 1846 Kingstown cover wilh 
gnen cancellation ond TOO LATE realized £ 135. 

One of my purcho~es illustrate11 an ospec:I. in the history of 
lhe postcard. From 1810 until 1~4 the only cards ac:cepud at 
lhal po,.lcard rate in UK wer" lho11e bought from Lho po•t 
office, but printed cards could be posted with t he 1/:d stamp as 
"Book Post" items. This new diseovery is of a printed aclverti11· 
ment for a rarm sale sent by an auclloneer in Fethard. 
Tipperary, in October 1814. 

UNRECORDED CACHET 
R.M. Kitchingman or Woking has discovered a cachet on s 
postcard souvenir of a steamship excursion round the island of 
Rathlin, off the coast or Co. Antrim. It states "Posted oH 
I<athlin Isle" in a double ringed hand.stamp with the specifica· 
Lion LARNE & STRANRAER .MAIL STEAMER. F.G. 
Mac:Roflie's book "The Short Sea Route" has consider able 
inJormation obout Lhis r egular excursion by t.he Lune & 
Stranraer Steamship Joint Committee, operaLCld every 
summer (with wartime interuptions) Crom the lS90's to the 
1960'5, Mr. Kitc:hingmon's example is of April 1910. Can any· 
one r eporL nny oLher oxampl~~·1 

COLLECTOREX 
Held Ill Dun Laogho.lre on 20·21 June, It wu, as in othei:­
years. much more than a tra.de show. There were firsl·dnss 
display_. of loc11l postol history. postcards and ephemera. The 
oeca.si-On was chnsen for two launchings. One. tile important 
merger between Ian Whyte Ltd and David MacDonnell Lld 
(formerly David Feldman). The other was M.P. Giffney's first 
venture os a publisher , a book by William Kane, eataloguing 

Dublin PosLul Markings from 1840 to 1922. I t is difficult for me 
1,Q review it. a5 I was unablq l<l fulfil my promises of help 
during i.h preparnlion. However. it. ()bviously fills 11 need and 
lists and illustrates a remorknbly wide range or markings 
each one with a relalive valuation - a seven st.age scale from 
und er .Ll co over 1:! 00. 

ERRATA 
The note nt foot of p 51 of Revealer 142 neecls further revision! 
The Irish Post OHke never used the trny weightis, but. 
Avoirdupois. i.e. wich 16 ounces to the pound. I agree Lhal the 
words umetric.. and "decimalisation" can confuse. Whal 
happened in 1977 was the change ot weighing from ounces and 
pounds to grams and kilograms. 

068 
Some it.ems are so rare thal we doubt their existence. One 
11 uch is the barred oval cuncellalion of English type with 068 
at centre. Various authoritieii, beginning with Hendy. list this 
from official records as being issued to the Dublin & Cork Rail· 
way Post Ollice in 1888, but none of the writers had ever seen 
nn example. At la:il il has appeared, in 11 Robson Lowe auction 
on 26 June, lot 816. Villued al S: 100. 1 am happy 1.o report that 
it wu kn<>Cked down Lo me Cor somewhat Jess. Now can 
someone find the companion 0677 The date of my cover is 
1886. 

UTERATURE 
Someone kindly sent me Vo!. 2. No. 1 of "Seirbhis Phoibli", 
the journ11l of t.he Deparlment of the Public Service. (price 75p 
from Government Publi<:11tions Sales OHicel with an orticle by 
S.O. Ciosain with the intriguing title "I ndustr ial Relations -
XVHI Century Style". It is based on Lhe rare pamphlet by 
Chr istopher Byron, published in 1762 wtth interest ing detail9 
of life in the Dublin Post Office, from which Byron had been 
socked for persislont late11cs,s. 

EMDOSSEO F'ISCAL ST AMPS 
One stamp Usr.ed but not illustrated in lhe Frank & Schonfeld 
book is 11 General Duty l '/td Die B. An example has turned up 
in a surprising place, on a Four Guinea banlrnote of 1801. I 
djd not thank thet notes were stamped until speciol dies 
BANKER'S NOTE OR BII,L appeared in 1802. 

DOG LICENSE 
The same batch of mnlerial inclotfetl l hf! ear lil!Sl dog license I 
have met., 1821, when the licen~e was 12/51/i Irish (=11/6 
British). The form is n compr-eheruiive one for Hearth T11.x. 
Window Tox, P.tc. on paper watermarked INLAND EXCISE 
OF'FICE. 

THE U.S. HOBAN NON-FffiST DAY 
The Planned-for occasion of the joint. Irish and U.S. Issue of 

mutching st.amp!i to honor the architect or ihe White House 
foiled to m3lerialize on September 29th. The Jriiih 
Ambassador was there. the Postmast.e.r General was there. 
the First Lady. N11ney Reagan was lhere but the U.S. Hoban 
stamp was nc:lt. What was there was an enlarged lull -color 
photograph, lacking a denomiMlion. In the course or event~ 
lhc Postmaster General announced that the U.S. stamp would 
be isi;ued within a few weeks, as soon as the Postal Service"s 
boarrl of governors, then in meellng, deciclcd the postal riite. 

1t was subsequently announced that on ()clnber 13lh we 
would get not one but lwo Hoban sta01p11, an ' t B·c· nnd a '20c' 
version! It wa11 ful'lher n.nnounc:ed thal the 20c version would 
be in limited s upply on the first day but would be In general 
distribution with ill two weeks ... t.he J8c: version would only be 
on sale al the 300·plus philatelic outlets around the country. 

A strange state of affairs which had philatell!lt5 wondering. 
Jt w11s weU known t,hat the l6t Hoban hlld been printed in 
good t ime for the September 29th first day. That, in fact, full 
distribution to lnr.al post offices had been made. Word 
eventually Iiltered out t hat the 18c version had been recalled 
by Washington. apparently, to be destroyed. Then o. story 
appeared in the philatelic press thal one sheet of the J Be had 
been sold, prior to September 29t h, by a posunaster in 
Virginian. If true, thi.~ sale could be lhe cause for the decision 
to sell the lBc'er in the philatelic centers . . .. thal. one sheet 
was an cmbnrrnssment to the post oflice. Rather tban creale a 
rarity they decided to make the Uk uvailable to all. Remember 
the Dag Hammnrskjolrl sl.llmp? 

A strange ser ies of events which ga11e birth to triple ts 
when twins were expected, even though two or the three were 
two weeks late. 
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DUBLIN NEWSLETTER 
by Eddie Fit&Gt1raJd 

No doubt the James Hoban-White Rouse speciAI stamp 
released for SAie by the Irish Poet Office on 29 September is of 
particular interest to readers in America. The Issue i5 indeed 
s~iaJ in every .sen.se ol the word for reuons wh.ieh I now 
explain. Counter sheets in post offices and Philatelic BureaUll 
contain 100 stamps in two panes of 50 stamps separated by a 
horizontal gutter; 6 stamps across in each row. Plate numbers 
are located in the lower right and upper left corners with 
colour check squares in the upper right corner and the imprint 
"lri.sh Security Stamp Printing Limited located in the lowe.r 
left co.rner. Plate numbers known to date are 1A lA 1A lA lA 
and 1B lB 18 lB 18. The left hand ver tical margins of A 
sheets nre irnperforate but the right hand vertical margins are 
perforated. Both vertical margins of B sheets are perforated; 
thus we have two version! of left band marginal pairs or 
blocks, perforated margin and imperforate margin. It appears 
that this issue is printed in Primary sheets of 400 stamps in 
two main divisions of 200 at.amps. A and B. then perlorated 
and subaequenLly guillotined Into post office counter sheets of 
100 stamps. For the collector who I.a content to aettle Cor a 
single stamp. there is no problem and indeed these notes are 
irrelevant. However. I believe that most overseas coUecrora 
have the same attitude aa the true collectors here at home and 
accordingly I strongly recommend collectors to concentrate on 
left hand ma.rgl.nal pairs of both types as a m.lnl.mum requ.ire· 
ment. AmbJtiou.a roUectors ahould set their sights on getting 
the top two rows, the bottom two rows and the gutter rows 
complete and unfolded from both A and B sheets in order to 
liave a record of the finer points of this issue. This means a 
to:tal of 60 stamps but it makes a wonderful display item, flt 
ror 11n Exhibition. 

The increases in postal rates came into effect on 1 
September and on that day a 22p definitive was releued for 
sale, dog design and Utho printed. The initial supplies of these 
definitives in post offices bad the plate numbers l A or lB but 
on 18 Septembe.r Plate 2A and 28 appeared and stocks of plate 
l are now exhausted. ln my Last Newsletter I pointed out the 
1hort lile expectancy of the litho plates when writing about 
the new 18p dog stamps and anticipated a Plate 2 for that 
value. At the time of writing these notes, the 18p Plate 1 is 
still going strong (and also the 19p Plate 1) but It is the 22p 
value which is the surprise package with plate 1 having alile of 
less than two weeks. Thankfully, there are no perforation 
variations known on the 22p value as all sheets have the top 

.. 

margin lmper!orate. Ai a recent Stamp Exhibition, officers 
from the Government Printing Works and the Post Office 
pointed out to me that I waa wrong in attributing the 
perforation variations on the 18p dog ~t4mp to the uu of two 
distinctive perforators. In fact.· only one perforator was used 
(Grover) but for production line purpo!M, many sheets were 
fed into the perforator the other w&y around. My thanks to 
the officers in queetion and my apologies to readers. However. 
it is true to say that there is a second perforator in existence 
(Bickel) and that both perforators have been used together on 
certain earlier Issues. 

ln due courae, Brian Warren and I will be adding to our 
earlier liatin~ to include a new Type E, following a positive 
identification of a new paper type. Suf!ice to sa.y at this etage that. 
the paper is brilliant white, poasibly due to an improved 
quality of coating. Most aheeta of the December 1980 £1 
stamps. thick paper, are TYpe E; the 6p and 9p rej>rlnts which 
l have noted earlier are also type E. ·Apart from the paper ' 
angle, these particular reprint.a are of different shades than 
earlier printings. In May, a new printing of the 20p Ox 
appeared on sale and the bloo rolour i3 distinctly d!Herent 
Crom earlier printlnga; in July a new printing of the 2p dog 
appeued on »le, again, in a different :1hade. On the buia of 
these shade changes alone. I recommend purchase of these 
recent printings to collectors, expecia.lly the 20p Ox as I 
expect this stamp ti> be phased out of the system wheo cur· 
rent stocks are exhausted. 

These notea are not Intended to be an exhaustive listing of 
all the changes and new Issues since my last Newslett.er. The 
notes are intended as a commentary on llema that take my 
fancy and that I t hink are Impor tant. Early next year Brian 
and 1 will compile our detailed annual review, "That Was The 
Year Tb.at Was", hopefully in time for tlie Spring 1982 iuue of 
The Revealer. If readers would like me to write on a particular 
aspects of recent and current issues, or continue along current 
lines, l would appreciate their reaction. 

APOLOGY 
In the last issue ol The R.vealer your Editor nanaged to 

make the inexcusable error or m.isidentilying the author of The 
Dublin Newsletter. Eddie FitzGerald was the author of that 
column, of the one above and, we hope, of many more to oome. 
My sincere apologies. 

John J. Blessingt.on, Editor 

I> -

DOLLARD FIVE SHILLING 

• • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

In The Revealer, No. 141 (p44) a photograph of the 6/ was 
shown with heavy inking In the second '2' of '1922'. 

William C. Slattery furnishes the photograph shown and 
the following comments: 

"Although the inking isn't aa h.eavy in my copy a.a in the 
previous photograph. It seems to be consistent as regards its 
location, even to t he small Ink blob inside the circle formed by 
the '9: The selvege.a on my copy clearly show the position of 
the stamp on the sheet''. 

Our thanks to William Slllttery for furnishing thi.8 photo. (t 
is cooperation like this from the membership that adds to our 
knowledge. Perhaps there are more copiea sbowtng different 
stages of Lbil inking variety .ltill to l>e fQund. Examine your 
holdings and report your findings to the Editor. 
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IRISH POSTMARKS 
FROM 1922 ONWARDS 
BY J .'r. Howley 

ADDENDA & CORRIGENDA 
IL would have been nice if this section could have 

comprised "Addencia" only. Unforlurnately utter confusion 
was caused by the misidentification of some of the illustrations 
in the October 1979 and February 1980 issues. I believe the 
simplest approach to correcting this is to reprint the affected 
illustrations in toto. In general, the Lext rc4ui res few correc· 
lions. This presenlation will therefore comhine notes on new 
information (Addenda) with a few notes of co.rrections as well 
as t hn offending illustrations. 

Al January 1979 issue. Figure 6b at the top of Page 41 is 
characteristic of the "Bi-Territorial" handstamps which were 
made by excising from a hnndstamp of type Figure 7 the side 
arcs and the D.O. at the bottom; the )alter being an office in 
Northern Ireland, e.g. Derry, Strabane. etc. Refer to my 
article in The Revealer in t he Summer 1980 issue (page 10). 

Page 4 l, Line 14. Dublin indices .. . .. 44. 47 & 54 (not 15} 
Page 41. In t he list of latest dates in the second column 

under Figure 5c iL should be CAR 36 not Cork 61 
8) April 1979 issue. On page 59 in line 7 "See Figures Sb 

and 12" should read "See Figures 8d and 12". 
Cl July 1979 issue. Figure 15 on page 9 has become 

garbled. The le[l·hnnd side o[ t he D.O. should read AONACH, 
the D.O. is Aonac.h Urmhumhan. 

Dl October 1979 ie8ue. This article is incorrectly headed 
"Purl 5", However, a .. 5 .. should precede the heading ··ttand· 
stamps In Gaelic." 

The illust.rations on the bottom of page 26 and the top of 
page 27 should be replaced wilh the following. 

Fig. !9a Fig. I9b 

Fig. 19c 

Fig. !9d Fig. l9e 

E) February 1980 issue. On page 43 replace Figures 20, 21 
and 22 with the following. 

Fig. 21 

The rigures identified as Fig 22a through 22k should huve 
been identified as F ig 20a th rough 20k. To clear up any 
confusion the illustrations are reprinted, correclly identified. 

The list of unusual spellings at the end of this artic), 
page 43 has some errors. correct items are: 

DON 137 LTR. CEANAINN 
GAL 26 C'SLEAN 
T IP 70 T. ARANN 
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Fl AprU 1980 luue. ·'The Payrofr· elicited some new 
information for which ) have lo thank F.E. Dixon and W.E. 
Davey. 

Three othl'r examples have come to light or slam~ 
~anttlled wilh a numeral in a diamond of bars; 72 (Bray). 97 
trark>w) and 42 tBallyglus). One explanation put forward ts 
lhal lhese k1llt'rs were used for canct'lling stamps on 
newspaper wrappers. AnoLher is lhat they may have been 
used Lo uncel st£mps that. missed a normal hancULamp 
possibly al the receiving office. • 
3. I asked for informauon on a FOULJCS:>.ULL CANCEL­
LATION. 

Three post omces ID County Wexford were raided by Sinn 
Fein forces during t_he Civil War - Casllebridge, Wellington 
Bridge And Foulksm1Jls. au three 1mall villages near the cily of 
Wf'dord. Stamps, dale·SLamps and other Posl Office para· 
phernaJla were Mliberaled ... 

To gel the mails going again after the rai~. the 
po~lmaslers re50rted lO some interesting slntageml'I. Al 
CasLlebrldge. the P.O was in a small general store and the 
proprietor posaessed • email rubber stamp headed with hia 
name. wllh GROCER. Casllebrldge. Co. Wexford beneath. So 
he exc111ed h11 name and the word MGrocer" from this stamp 
and used the remarnder lo cancel, uslng black ink, ma.ii put 
Into the letter box. 

AL Wcllingt.on Bridge. the postmasler took a child's print 
'"I set and made up lhcrefrom a stamp reading WELLING 
T0'-1 BHIOGE. using ft t.o cancel the mall in deep blue Ink. 

Gene..i• or the FOULKSMILL stamp Is stUI unknown. 
Cancels ~rom these lhree orcices. or the above type$, were 

very shorl lived and are very rare on cover they are aJmosl 
un1,quc. 
4. II 5 ll is generaUy agreed that Lhne examples are also the 
re.suh of Cini War Dep~alions. 

G> FINALLY (readers will sag\! with relieO thett were 
numerous errors in the Lisi.a or Omces. I do not propose to 
correct them in det.aU, primarily becau~ the name changes 
inslltut.ed in DN'.ember 1977 by the Placename~ Commiaslon 
would neceultat.e Lht' add1tlun of aome 1500 names LO the lists. 
1. however. do have what purporlS Lo be a complete list which 
l call, fondly. my "Master Ll1l". l shall be happy t.o make It or 
an' part of it available t.o anybody lntereosted, for the con of 
Xeroxing and mailing. 

I shall be only too pleased LO try and answer any questions 
aboul postmarks and lo exrhange information with other 
enthu)llUILll. 

- -
BOOK.LET VARIETY 

At the lut. Stampe. in Dublin. three SOp grey booklet.a 
w~re found, I~ a large purchue from the Philatelic Agency, 
with the printing missing from the inalde front cove.r . One or 
these was 1ubsequonLly sold for Sl50.00 In an Ian Whyle 
auction. 

RttenUy a new find hu been reported. Two addition.I 
bookle~ have aurfaced in a dealer's stock i.o California. Since 
he dldn t at&rt ehecltl111 for the error until aJur the find at 
St&mpa there ii a very good chaM"e that error bookleu were 
1eot lO bis mail order customers. Some lucky people may own 
one or these nice item.a and not be aware ot ilJI 

All members are urged to check lheir booklet.sand, p1 ..... 
reporli your Ciods \Q Lbe editor so lhat Lt1e quantity that elUStl 
can be recorded. Auumlng no more than one sheet of covers 
with the missing printing was produced ll ill possible that 11 

many as t2 of lhe1e booklou exilt good hunting. 

HA VE SOMETHING TO SAY? 
WHY NOT SAY IT IN 
THE REVEALER 

So I shall .• I am S8 years old and have been collecting for 
27 years. having slarled with lhe usual schoolboy colledion. 
My collecting inlerttts are. the Scandinavian countries. the 
Himalyan area !Nepal. Tibet and Old Mongolia) and lrela.nd. 
My Interest in ph1lalely led me to write my theaia at lhe 
School or Economy. In Prague, on tlie theme, "The Use of 
Pubhc1ly, in Lhe Export " lmport or Postal St.amps." It WU 

well rl'ceived. 
When I received our new liaL or members I went through it 

and was surprised lO see that ) am Lhe only collector Crom the 
Eaatern Europe area.. 1 decided you rrught like lO bear of my 
collecllon. 

l gTew up In a very religious family. My father died In 1957 
but for 30 years previou1 to thal was 1nleresled in 
1nternat1onal e ffort.I lo help C1tholic Ireland. One of our close 
ram1ly friends attended the Eucharistic Congress in lrel.and in 
1932. l narted colle<'llng Ireland In 1967 because or my 
lnlt'resl in the country. iu rich hi4t.ory, nlltural beauliu. et.c. 
After all, the Ursl missionaries Lo Bohemia were Irish monks. 
even before St. Cyril & St. MethodlU! I hope to conUnue my 
interest in lrish collecting for a long time to come. 

A Zumstein caulogue was my Ont JjLera1ure. On a vbil to 
t he library at lhe C:iech061ovaki&n Unjon of Philately 1 saw a 
cop7 orthe Feldman Handbook of lriah Philately. On page 174 
I found lnformauon about the E.P.A. I con1,act.ed the 
St'tretary. the late Gil Robeu. and became a membeT. Each 
year when dues tame comes around. J have problems becauu 
or a lack of hard curnocy but the EPA offictn have been 
motl understanding & helpful 

My knov.ledl'I! of Irish phllat..ely is grov.ing st..eadily. I am 
regularly in contact with lhe main publishers. aoclioneer1, ek. 
My apecial thAnks. in this direction. JO to the lrish dealers 
Hibernian St.amp Co . . F'eldman & In Whyte and many auc: 
tioneora. A special thanks mual go to the Irish G.P.O. The 
reverse of lhe coin my wanl l!sl is gTowing!! As I go deeper 
in my studies J gel great pleuure. Really. I am happy l.o 
collecl Ireland. 

I would like lO correspond with Irish collectors from any· 
where. Perhaps do aome trading. but the problem is that I can 
only orrer C:iech0tlovakl10 mat.erW In exchange. J am espec· 
!ally Interested ID Field Pott or World Wu l & II and woUld 
like to continue into U.N. Field Post. part.iculaTly, partfcipa· 
lion of Irish and Scandinavian troop•. rve tried writing to 
some U.N. lToopa but. unlil now. no auceess. Al•ays 1 pt Lho 
anawer: "U.N. post i• for trop use only." Perhape some of our 
members have such colJect.iooa and would like t.o write or them 
In lhe Reve&ltr? 

Of course. every coUeclion has ILi Ca voril.e pieces. I was 
rf'ally happy t.o fmd t.hree coven of the "overprinlM period. J 
consider them my best !Lema. You do11'l tee ma.ny here. 

My coUecl.ing inlereat led me lO visit Ireland in 1968. I 
drove through the whole country by bus. I met. many people 
durlnr my slay and I am proud lO have been l.here and proud 
or lhe Irish phrUH I learned; NAchua Dhilis", "Lach deacbM 
and of courae, MStampai'". A few but 1Dlere3ting to me. 

Irish collecting ii not very popular in Czecl>oslovakla, that 
Is true. I know perhaps eight or l•o people who collect Ireland 
regularly. MaLerial la dlrficulL to come by but. I continue in my 
lovely Irish philately. 

I am anxious to hear Crom members, my address Is in the 
new membera lilt. 



Page 26 T HE REVEALER Fall 1981 

RECENT ISSUES 
On Monday, 31 August the Irish Post Office iuued two 

new stamps. There were two denominations and two separate 
designs. 

'l'he l5p denomina~ion (2,000,000) commemorAtes the 150th 
annivenary of the birth of J eremia O'Donovan Rossa. 

The 30p denomination (l,000.000) is the 13th stamp in the 
Contemporary Irish Art serie.s. 

JERE MIAH O'DONOV AN R-OSSA 
Jeremiah O'Donovan Rossa (1831-1915) was born near 

Rosscar bery, Co. Cork and grew up as an Irish speaker in an 
area that was predominatly Gaelic in cultur e. He established a 
grocery business in Skibbereen. Co. Cork, where in 1856 he 
founded the P hoenix Society, a literary and political group. He 
later worked as business editor of the "The lri.9h People0 

newspaper. In September 1865 he was ar rested bec.&use of his 
political activities. He was ~lected to the British House of 
Com mons as Member of Parliament for Co. Tipperary in 1869. 
In 1871 he went. to the United States were he started a paper 
called "The United Irishman". He died in America on 29 June 
1915, a nd his remains were returned to Ireland and buried in 
Glas nevio Cemetery, Dublin. 

The stamp features a drawing of J eremiah O'Donovan 
Rossa based on a photograph by A.H. Poole, which is now in 
the Nal.ional L ibrary of Ireland. 

CONTEMPORARY lRISH ART 
William J ohn Leech (1881-1968) was born in Dublin. He 

studied art at the Metropolitan School of Art nnd at. t he Royal 
Hibernian Academy, Dublin. In 1901 he went to Paris and 
continued his studies at the Academe Julian, From 1903 to 
1916 he lived in Br ittany and his paintings during this period 
reflect both a concern with rormal technique a nd the 
developmenl. or a disl.indive style which .shows a growing 
interest in .skelches of outdoor scenes indicative of his later 
paintings. In 1910 Leech was elected a member of the Royal 
Hibernian Academy and in 1914 was awarded the bronze 
medal of t he Sociele des Artistes Francais. He died at 
Guilford. Surrey in 1968. 

W.J. Leech is considered one of Ireland's most original 
Artist s and the stamp features an oil painting by him ent itled 
"Railway Embankment". The painting is reproduced by kind 
permission or the Ulster Museum. 

Both sl.amps were printed in Lil.hography by the Irish 
Security Stamp Printing, Ltd. Performations are 14 x 15. 

JAMES HOBAN (Joint lri11b/ American J111ue) 
On September 29th the Irish Post Office issued their half of 

a joint Irish/ American issue to honor James Hoban, the Irish 
born architect who designed the United States P residential 
Residence in Washington D.C., known as the "White House". 
This joint stamp issue with an administration oul.Side Europe 
is unique in t.he history of t he Irish Post Office. 

The 18p den-0mination stamp realures a portrait or Hoban 
and a painting of the White House. · 

James Hoban 0762·1831) was born at Desart Near Callan, 
Co. Kilkenny, Ireland. Having studied architecture in Dublin. 
he emigrated to the United States a nd established himself ns 
an ar chitect in Philadelphia. In 1792 he moved to the District 
of Columbia and submitted plans in a competition lot the 
design of the P residential Residence. Hoban's design was 
successful and from 1793 to 1800 he oversaw the work of con­
struction. During the War of 1812 the building was attacked 
and burned leaving only the charred shell standing. Restora· 
t ion work under Hoban's supervision was completed in 1817. 
James Hoban died in Washington D.C. on December Sth, 1831. 

Hoban's design of the Presidential Residence is said to be 
modelled on Leinster House, Dublin, originally the home of the 
Duke of Leinster, and now seat of An Dail, the Irish Parlia­
ment. The design of the stamp features the White House as it 
was in Hobnn's time. 

Since its restorntion ,in 1817 the White House of Hoban's 
design has been enlarged by the addition of the North and 
South porticoes and a lso the West and Eaat Wings. In 1948 a 
balcony was built behind the pillars of the SGuth Portico. 

The stamp design features a portrait of James Hoban by 
Ron Mercer and a painting or the White House by Walter 
Richards. Bradbury Thompson created the layout for the 
stamp and arranged the type. 

4,000,000 copies were printed by Irish Secur ity Sta 
Printing, Ltd. in Lithography. Perforations are 14 x 15. 

FAUNA AND FLORA 1981 
The Irish P~sl. Office issue<! t he fourth in its series or 

Fauna nnd Flora or Ireland sets on Friday 23 October. The 
issue is devoted to famous I rish Horses. There are four 
denominations and five designs. 

The 18p denomination (2,000,000 pairs) features two 
designs, one shows "Arkle" - an Irish Thoroughbred Steeple· 
chaser, the other features "Boomerang" - an Irish Show­
jumper. These two stamps are printed se-tenant in one sheet. 

The 22p denomination (2.000,000} featu res "King of Dia­
monds" - an Irish Draught Horse. 

The 24p denomination (2,000,000) features "Ba!lymolls" -
an Irish Thoroughbred Flatracer. 

The 36p denomination (2.000,000) features "Coosheen Finn" 
- a Connemara Pony. 

IS El HE 

24 EIRE 

....••••...............•....• 
18 gIRE 
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THE ffilSH THOROUGHBRE D STEEPLECHASER AND 
FLAT RACER 

Following the infusion of Eastern blood by Arab and Barb 
horses in the eighteenth century, the horse racing industry in 
Ireland began to flourish. These Eastern horses are now 
regarded as the progenitors or all modern Irish thorough· 
breds. Stud farms throughout Ireland. located in areas r ich in 
limestone soil, breed the famous Irish thoroughbred race­
horses ooted for their great bone and s tamina. Ta the s port of 
steeplechasing and flat racing Irish thoroughbreds have won 
international renown. 

"Arkle" (18p) is one of the world's greatest steeplechasers 
and "Ballymoss" (24p) one of Ireland's finest flat racers. 

T HE IRISH SHOWJUMPER 
There is a close connection in Ireland between hunting and 

s howjumping which reflects the important role played by the 
hunt in the development of Irish showjumping horses. These 
horses are widely sought after and highly prized for their 
ability to endure the prolonged r igours of international show· 
jumping events. The Irish Showjumper is the result of 
cross-breeding between the Draught and the Thoroughbred. 

"Boomerang" (18p) is a world famous compet itive show­
jumper. 

36 E I RE , 

T HE IRISH DRAFT HORSE 
During the seventeenth and the eighteenth century, the 

need arose among Irish farmers for a horse capable of doing 
heavy farm work. There was no native breed of cart or 
draughL horse available, so lhey selected the heaviest native 
horses and bred from them. The result was a versatile farm· 
horse that could pull the plough, draw the car L and car ry its 
owner on its back. This animal came to be known as the Irish 
Draught, a deep-chested, Oat-boned animal with an oval rib 
cage and the shoulder of a riding horse. One of the outstanding 
a ttributes of the Irish Draught is its suitability for cross­
breeding with the T horoughbred. 

"King of Diamonds" (22p) is one of the best known regis­
tered Irish Draught stallions. 

THECONNEMARAPONY 
Connemara, on the west coast of Ireland, is the area from 

which the Connemara pony get.sits name. It is a very exposed 
mou.ntainous district of rough terrain and wild beauty. The 
ruggedness of this environment has developed many of the 
pony's prized qualities: hardness, agility, intelligence and 
extraordinary jumping ability. The Connemara pony is a 
sturdy, compact animal, deep bodied, close to the ground, with 
good bone, sloping s houlder and well balanced neck and head. 
"Coosheen Finn" l36p) is an outstanding sire of the breed. 

The stamps feature paintings by Wendy Walsh with 
graphics by Peter Wildbur . The stamps wre printed in Litb· 
ography by the Irish Stamp Security Printing Ltd. Perfora­
tions are 14 x 15. 

THE BISHOP HANDSTAMPS 
HOW THEY WE RE MADE ... ONE MAN'S OPlNION 

by Ed S ullivan 

Over the years there has been speculation and theories 
have been formed by postal hist1lrillns as to how the Bishop 
handstamps were made. Due to the fact that no actual hand­
s tamps have been found , there can be no positive explanation. 

The var ious tyPes of marks known have indicat@d nt least 
two separate s ections mounted in a common holder . The upper 
section indicates the month, while the lower, the date. T his 
concept held true for me until 1975 when I came into 
possession of a copy that indicated at least three sections. 

The stamping shows the month. in this case November , but 
the da te shows a double strike of a 2. You may say it was a 
complete double str ike but the 2 is the only double marking. 
By this, it indicates a moveable date, t herefore, three sections. 

But this is going off on a tangent . Because of my own 
curiosity I tried my hand at making a handstamp. My theory is ' 
that on certain types, the stamp was made or carved (which I ~ 
did) out of Lwo half moon pieces of wood, with the month as :: 
one, and the date the other. They would be bound together 
with a leather thong. By this method you could come up with 
two varieties. one the olf-cent.er type and the other, no center 
or no dividing line on one side. 

The copy I manufactured (with a lot of carving) is as this 
copy. 

If anyone has other theories I would welcome them. 

IRELAND 
WANT LISTS FILLED FROM STOCK 

(MlNTONLY) 
MOST 

ISSUES 
AVAILABLE 

EPA APS 

Paul D. Frank 
P.O. BOX 100 WEST DANBURY. NEW YORK 14896 

,. 
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DOING THE NUMBERS PROGRAM 
by Thomas Current 

Under the leadership or Dick Stanton of Cincinnati, who 
start..ed Lhe "Doing the Numbers" program, I asked renders of 
The Rev~aler who had collections or Irish numerals on sWtmps 
of G.B .. 1844-1906, to send me a list of what they had. We all 
know t.hat a great many of the numerals issued by the British 
P osL Orficc were never. or very seldom. actually used Lo cancel 
stamps on mnil. We want Lo isolate those numbers that a col­
lect.or need not expect Lo find, and narrow the search Lo those 
tha t really are "oul there someplace:· 

the 1880's and 90's. But some issues straddle the periods i~ 
which the Flritish Post. Office lists the assignment of certain 
numerals to local post offices. 

Under this circumslance, I recommend that we rely on the 
report. of a single collector only where the numeral is applied 
on cover and on single stamp only where the numeral was 
assigned to only one post orrice. or where a partial eds con­
firms the plac" of origion. Beyond these, l have accepted lhe 
reports or two coll11ctors as providing con(irmntion. 

Severn! collectors have suhmiLt.ed a list. of Irish numerals 
which they have on stamp or cover in their collecLions. On 
stamp alone, one canm.>L usually determine absolutely the 
period of use and somE' numerals were used in different places 
during the 60-75 years or their general use. 

Here is a preliminary report. IL will be n little lengthy 
because I want lo be conservative in making assumptions 
about Lhosc numerals that were issued to mor-e than one place. 
S hown ore lhe numerals (t.ime period represenLed by a.b,c, & 
d) and the town names which so far are unknown to exlat or 
are unconfirmed (ide ntified by an asterisk•). "a" means the 
numheral assignee! on P.O. list betwe('n 1844 and 1857, "b" is 
on a list between 1857 and 1874, "c" is a lisL to 1887 and "d" is 
a list between Lhen and 1906. 

We can assume the likelihood that n numeral on Scott #3 
was probably used in Lhe period 1844-57 and Scott #33 during 
lhe per iod 1864-1883, or so. The penny lilac had Lo be used 
after 1881. of course. as did the Unified and Jubilee issues of 

3 a Ahascragh 
6 a Ardglass 
9 cd Ballingarry 

11 cd Arrnoy 
13 cd Aghadowey 
35 a Ballingarry 
35 h<:d Ballycas idy 
36 cd Ballybrophy 
39 r Ballylongford• 
<!2 •·d Ball!! 
53 a Ballynamore 
66 a Broad ford • 
68 a Blackrock 
68 ht'd Booterstown 
71 n Booterstown• 
7:l a Broadway 
73 c Belfast. & N. Counties RPO• 
79 a Burrin• 
81 a Borrisoleigh 
85 a Baltinglass• 
85 <'d Burt.on Porl 
88 a Cah irconlish 
88 cd Ralhdowney 
89 d Camp 
91 d Caledon 
9211 Culcdon 
92 d Caragh 
9(} a Carlingford 
96 cd Car bury 
98 \'d Carrey's Cross• 
99 cd Carna• 
100 a Carn 
JOO cd Carrickmore 
101 bed Carrickmines 
109 d Castlegregory 
112 a Castlecomer 
113 a Castleconnell• 
116 a Caslledermol 
116 bed Castleknock 
123 br Castletown, Mullingar 
129 a Church Hill 
129 cd Clirden 
131 bed Clanabogan 
133 a Clashrnore 
133 cd Clara 

137 a Clogher• 
139 cd Cleggan 
140 bed Clonelly 
145 a Cloyne• 
146 cd Clonbur 
148 a Colehill• 
151 d Coachford 
l53 a Comber• 
158 a Carrigarl • 
1!58 t•d Cour~macshcrry 
159 a Craughwell 
160 a Creeslough 
160 bed Craughwcll 
161 a Crookslown 
162 a Crossakicl 
164 a Crossmolina 
167 a Corofin 
167 cd Cullybackey 
169 bed Dartrey 
170 a Dangan 
170 cd Draperstown 
177 a Donneraife• 
183 a Drumcree• 
190 u Dundrum• 
195 a Dungiven 
201 bed Dunrymond 
202 bed Dunshaughlin 
208 a Dunshaughlin 
217 n F e rbane 
221 a Fcthard 
222 a Pintona 
224 cd Fintown 
225 d Fivemiletown 
226 a F'orkhill 
229 a Prankford 
231 a F'rc>shford• 
281 cd Geashill 
233 a Garvagh 
234 a Geashill • 
234 bed Glasslough 
235 be Glnsnevin 
237 a Glenarm• 
237 cd Garvngh 
238 cd Gl.enlies 
24011 Colden 

240 cd Clenhull 
247 n Grey Ahbey• 
252 a Hollywood 
204 a I nisLioguc 
254 1·d In niskeen 
255 a Inni!lhnnnon 
255 hr Island Bridge 
256 d Inch. G<>rey 
258 d Kell~. Killarney 
2G4 cd Kilbrittain 
26(} a Kildorrey 
266 d I<illorglin• 
<!67 a Kildysart 
i67 1906 Kika r 
273 a Killinnrclrish 
27'1 1906 Kilrenora 
276 a Killybegs 
278 a Killynaule 
279 eel Killyleu 
281 11 Killough 
282 n Kilmncrennan• 
284 acd Kilrta ' 
286 a Kilworth 
288 c<l Kinclasslagh 
291 cd Knockcloghrim 
29S a Kircubhin 
294 a Kesh 
295 cd Kylemore 
296 cd Lame H11rbour 
297 a Kinv11ra• 
298 a Lanesborough 
301 ii Leixlip 
30! bed Leggs 
308 a .Littleton 
308 cd Lixnaw 
310 cd Shankill 
311 a Loughgall• 
311 bed Lough Eske 
818 a Lowtherstown 
313 d Lispole 
315 1906 t,ahinch 
317 bed Lusk 
322 a Manorhamilton 
333 a Moirn 
33:! d Moyvore 
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341 a Mount Talbot 
341 cd Multyfarnham 
342 a Moville 
342 cd Muckamore 
347 a Narin 
350 a New Birmingham 
365 a Nobber 
372 cd Philipstown 
376 a Portaferry 
376 bed Pomeroy 
378 a Portglenone 
378 cd Patrickswell 
384 a Rathangan 
384 bed Raheny 
385 a Rathcoole 
385 cd Portglenone 
386 a Rathcormack 
386 bed Rathcoole 
389 a Rathfarnham 
393 a Red Hills 
393 cd Ratonth 
395 cd Roundstone 
401 a Ruskey 
401 bed Rush 
404 a Scrabby 
405 a Shanagolden 
407 a Sixmilebridge 
409 a Slane• 
411 a Stewartstown 
411 a Scarrifi 
415 a Strangford• 
417 a Strokestown 
417 c Shanagolden 
419 a Summerhill 
421 a Swords• 
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421 cd Stranocum 
422 a Tagbmon 
480 a Tinahely 
430 bed Tinode 
432 a Toome• 
437 ac Tulla 
441 bed Urney 
442 a Valentia Island 
442 cd Toomebridge 
451 cd Ward (The Ward) 
452 a Dunamanagh 
452 cd Tubbermore 
468 bed Drimoleague 
469 cd Drumree 
491 cd Templepatrick 
492 bed Templeogue 
493-496 places not known 
497 copy known but not place• 
498 places not known 
499 cd Welchtown 
500 cd White Abbey 
501 cd Dongh 
502 cd Ballinamore 
503 cd Doochary 
505 cd Upperlands 
508 cd T imolengue 
516 cd Moycullen 
517 cd Rosscahill 
518 cd Oughterard 
519 cd Ma.am Cross 
620 cd Maam 
521 cd Leenane 
522 cd Rosmuck or Rusmuck 
528 cd Recess 
524 cd Cashell 

There it is, quite long. Now what. we need are specific re- on a loose stamp. 

525 cd Lett.erfrack 
526 cd BaUycroy 
527 cd Ballyglass 
528 cd Tourmakeady 
531 cd Sion Mills 
532 cd Dromahair 
533 d 'l'oombeola 
536 d Strandtown 
587 d Donaghadee 
538 d Dundrum 
541 d Six Mile Cross 
542 d Maguiresbridge 
543 d Slane 
544 d Ardfert 
545 d Lisdoonvarna 
547 d LisselLon Cross 
548 d Headford 
549 d Ballincollig 
551 d Glenbeigh 
552 d Valencia Island 
554 d Dunboyne 
555 d Annascaul 
656 d Blennerville 
558 d Bawnboy 
559 d BallyconneU 
560 d BushmllJs 
561 1906 Ardara 
562 1906 Bruckless 
663 1906 Carrick 
564 1906 Mount Chules 

Vacant Orumel List 
478, 480,481,485, 488 
489, 604, and 546 
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ports of the existence of any of the numerals which we list as In a few months, we will report back the list of numerals 
unknown or unconfirmed. I would like to have this informa· which a r e still not known to exist for the guidance of aU col· 
tion . .. (ll whether on cover, (2) eds information even if only a lectors of Irish numernls. 
partial town name or date, and (31 in the absence of the above, P lease send me your report.s at P.O. Box 4586, Portland, 
lhe Scotl number and plate number if anyone has the numeral Oregon 97208 U.S.A. Thank you 

K'="-tc:::=::>i>« 

LITERATURE NOTES 
CATALOGUE OF THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF DUBLIN. 
C. 184-0-1922, by William Kane. An M.P . Giffney Publication, 

June 1981 

Two stalwarts of Irish Philately and the E.P.A. have joinlld 
forces t.o produce the latest. addition to t.he philatelic literature 
of Ireland. Bill Kane has supplied the text and illustrations, 
and Mike Giffney has added to his endeavors by becoming a 
publisher. 

The listing is as comprehensive as only BilJ Kane could 
make it. Many of the markings have been shown in various 
places before but this is the first time they have all been 
brought. together in one place. The illustrations. shown at 700/o 
of original size, are profuse and well done. Rat.her thon pricing 
each marking, a letter has been used to indicate va.lue, letters 
'A' through 'G' indicate values from 'under£1 to 'over£100.' 

This is a book Lo be kept handy for constant reference, it is 
well organized and indexed, and should be in the library of all 
collectors with any interest at all in the Post.al markings of 
Dublin. 

THE NEWSPAPER AND ALMANAC STAMPS OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND, by John H. Chandler 

and H. DagnaD. 
published for the Great Britain Philatelic Society 

by G.B. Publieatlons Ltd. Price£15 pl1.1s£1.'75 p.&p. 

In 1978 Charles P. O'Neill published his book the "News­
paper Stamps of Ireland," the first on the subject since the 
catalog of Walter Morley, published in London in 1912. Now 
comes this new book covering the whole range of British and 
Irish stamps. 

This is a large boo.k, 243 x 187 mm (approx. 93/•" by 71/t'') 
with 302 + vi pages, hardbound. with many illustrations. in­
cluding a frontispie<e in Cull color . In thirteen chapters the 
authors cover the history of the stamps. the various Stamp 
Acts and the issues they caused, the effect and application of 
the Newspaper Duty, the dies, plates and stamps in full detail 
plus a catalog listing of the stamps and papers that. useci them. 
The Irish Newspaper Stamps are covered in Chap ter 9 and the 
Irish Almanac and Directory stamps in Chapter 12. 

Tbe book is available from: Peter L. High, 6 Ravens Close, 
Knaphill, Woking, Surrey GU21, 2LD. England. 
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POSTAL STATIONERY & U.V. LIGHT 
by John J. Blusington 

Utlle or nothing- has been wriUen 11bcluL lh!! use of Ult ra· 
Violel light in lTish philately. particularly in the study of 
pnstnl SlRtionery. ·rhe U!!e or UV light <m posl11l slutionery 
may seem n little far -fetched bul a session with a UV light a.nd 
your postal sl:ll1Pm:ry c:ollect ion cnn provi,; very lnlere.~ ting. 

Early lrisll postal st11tionery used l'tuff or cream paper 
stock.. The card stock for Lh() nrsl postal cards was SQ poor il 
almost ll.cted like a blotter. In the Lhirties lhe firsl atLempu lo 
chang~ nv~r Lo a white slack wlire madoe . . . some of these 
resulted in the gray.white vo.rieLies. Eventually the pnptor 
m:1kc ri; started using chemical whitening agents until today".!l 
posl:ll staLio1itiry is 11 b rilliant white. These whitening agepts 
are wh:IL makes i t worthwhile examining y our stalionery 
under UV. Th(dr rt!ad.ion lo the light leads tn t he dls(ovcr.r of 
sornc things t haL arM' t li.st.id in Lhe caLalog" 

Examil'ltng lh•: pnslul curds first, we lenrn lh11l from Lhe 
Clrsl curd Lhrnul:{h the l '/• + 'ltd provisional Issue or 1949 lhe 
cards appear as v.~ryinr, s:hades of pink u nder the LIV. The 
first Lhrl.le i8sues 11nd lhc I 942 1 'h d marroon ure lhe darkest. 
T he 1941 ld carmine, t he firsl whiLe card, shows threl.l dis· 
tincLly difforl!nt shudes, dark, medium and light pink. Why lhe 
lhrr:e shades'/ Perhaps three different batches of paper . . p·cr­
hups . three clirrcrcnt printings'! 

The next curd, l he 2d green of 1951, cnme:; on Lwo stocks 
which Feldm;in desi;ribc.s as bur! & while. l'he huff appears as 
light pink lo the UV whorc•1s the whit.e is e nlircly difreront. It 
is Lhe firsL u1rd whose whiteners reac:I ond~r tJ V. T hese cards 
r c n cct as white \O.' ilh nv t race oi pi.n k. They !leparale Into two 
varicli r:s, thos1! wilh low r e necLion and those: with mcdi1Um 
rcnec.t ion. All. Lh;tt is. except for one lone card!! This card. in 
nalural li!fhl i~ as while as an)' olhcr 2<1 white card ye1 under 
tiV light it is n 1forker pink l hu.n th1: burr 2d card!! Whyi' The 
answer remain~ t-o be found. A~11in what do the distinctive 
varfetius or the whit e c:ird signify'! - twu baLche.s or paper·r -
twu printings'! P.xnmining a number of :ld card.s or 1966 rosult.s 
in l hrce dislinctly dirfcrcnt s hado&, lo-A' . medium and high 
white rofluctive paper with the majority seen being on lhe 
high variety. T hC! 1969 4d car d comr..s on a sto.ck wh ich 
mntches the "Hi·Brii.e" U.S. stock. From th'J 2<1 through the 4d 
there seoms w be 11 continuing incrca:ie in l he amount or 
inwosity of Lhe whitonc rs used a~ there is a progres..~ion from 
low lo vl!ry high r en ection . All subscquenL car ds corne on t he 
hir,h white stock although t.hero aru roinor variations which 
can bo ur.count.crl for as di!fercnt batches. 

1'hc leLLor cardl:I have only hl'l'n issued on buff stock. Since 
no white c.ards c xisl we sh<rnld ex peel no whilencrs . . nol so!! 

Up to the 5d nf I 9<l5 there arc lhe usual shades of pink under 
UV bul this issue 1:ornc.'s in pink and white. Only one copy of 
tho 1969 6d was available for exnminiation and t hal was rfok 
hut Lh<: 1971 •Ip comes in bolh pink and white renedive paper 
(the FDC is white). T h e- 9p comes pink and whit e bul t he 
white isn't. as hrighl- as ~h~ previous issues. 

The envclopus follow the s:1mc genPral pattern as Lhe 
µost:il cards and Jet ter cnrds with t he va rious shades of p ink 
re Oedive [paper until 1954. One iss1rn worth noting during lhis 
period is th<l 1942 2'12d brown on ercam ... ther e arc Lwo 
rlistinctly difforf<nl papers. 1'he 3d dar"k blue on cream of 11154 
has had various shades or pafler reported over the years bul 
:ill of those checked look alik~ under UV except one. wnich 
renecls white. On closer examination under nal ural light this 
envelope i5 a hright cream r.olor. thinner nnd mor e briLLle than 
others of lhe same dcnominaLion. The 1962 4d dark blue on 

cream rever ts Lo pink bul only two copie!I were a\·ailable s1> it 
may elrisl with whit1Jner s added. The 1966 5d deep violeL 
(Feldman> or blackish 11urple (H & G) on or eum comes on both 
pink (shades) and white (pale) reOeclinig sLock. On cxamina· 
Lion in n1ttural light Lhe imprinLC!cd s1..amp5 whic:h urc the very 
ilurk purple are on t he "pink" paper whereas the imprinh on 
"while" popcr a r e of a cm1sidcrubly lighter shade or pur ple. 
The 1969 6d brown on crenm ;ipµenrs on the same lwo sLocks. 
A F'irst Day cancel Is Oil t ho ''white" stc)ck . The c:renm stock 
reflect.<i u whiLish pink wilh necks o( pure white. The white 
s(nck reOcds s.~ medium white. F'irsl day cancels are on lhc 
ercam. 'This cr~am stock bears the "DEAN SWIF'T'' waLer­
murk however, the while carries a "GLENCAMAC/ MADE IN 
E IRE" wal.crmnrk. This is a new water-mark on Ir is h po~tn l 
stationery. For the 1925 issue when Glenca.m:ic paper w:is last 
usctl lhc wnt~rmark read "MADE IN IRELAND". The \974 
!ip y<Jllow On wbitu breaks down tfltn tW<l difforonl renectivc 
stock!< under UV - one a very low level ,1,.hite and one a 
medium white. Both carry t ho Glencumac watermark. The 
1978 I Op purple on white i11 a br illiant w hite and h:is or. wattir· 
mark. 

Tho wrappurs "itaniLncd s hown no evidence of whit . .eners 
being used. The 2 1/ 2 ponce hrown which hns been reported on 
:• varicly of tiil'tcn:nt papers shows a r11nti:"1: of pink. from lighL 
tu durk undcr t ho UV. 

Whitener.!; appear to h:ivc hce n added tn the scrim linen 
stock usa:d for RegistP.red e nvcloµes as oi1rly as t he l/5 issue 
of 191)4. Most issues from lhen on have varying amounts of 
t l!fle:ctivc whilcnc:rs hul nol all. for cxu1111plc. cm the 1975 5 P 
iSSUI! lhc :;i1.cs (; & K reflect w~itc and t he si:ic H pink. 
This tim(,, tho white P.nvcfopc with hlue lining has boon used 
for i.tl v41h1cs with .:i few scrim stock envelopes of old stock 
hcing Usl'd up. Huw the white paper is made i.'I unknow:n b11l 
whatuvur Lhe whllonors arc: th:\l arc used they rton't r onect 
white· pm pink under t he LIV! Most ol the scrim stock reflec~s 
white. 

l'hfa comph:tris Lhc first re por t of nn examioallon oC Irish 
l'HS1al stationcr.v under Ullra Viole t ligh1 .. ft is for from being 
con1p!ctc. µrimarily h~c:ausc of Lhc number of cnpics available 
for insp«:cLion. Quaotiti~.!I ex11rn!ned were from l to 15 of each. 
Not t1ll issues w ere on hond fur thl' sludy. The reµort of 
11.egii<tcrcd (!nvclopes is curllor y a~ many issues wore missing 
nnd of Lh~ issues chcck1-'<I <inly one or lWo copies were avail­
ahle l'! :\'.ccpt for Lhc newer b lue lining envelopes. The r eporL on 
the post a I cards is the mosl complete since all c11rds wen 
<!JG1mim::rt must in sufficient qu:1ntit!c11 t'> have confidence I.hat 
an adequate samplin)! was made. 

The light source Ust•d for this study w:i.s aSylvania F'8T5 
Lube typ<? bu!h - a so·cal!cd "hlnck lighl" . S ince ~he author's 
knowJ.: df!('e or correct terminology is limited the work " r c nec· 
tion" was 1J1<e<l Lo determine lhe reaction ohLuined rnLher t han 
"Oourest!enc:e''. Someone more kno >A•l11dgeahle c.'.ln deler rrdne if 
il is truly Oourescence. 

What conculsions cun be drown lrom this study'! The most 
ob v<•ut! is thaJ. lhcn: ore di(fornn1:cs in t he paper that 1::innoL 
he i;cen by tho unriided eye. Are the1;e differences impQrtant? 
At I his sta~t: - who knows'! But. they a r e inlcresling Lo dis· 
cover. Any c)thor condu.sions will have to wait for further 
study. 

1t was ;in intereslin11, experiment. and well worth the effort. 
T he author hopes some r c<iders will be stimulotP.d to e..11amine 
Lheir holdings ;ind report Lh1ilr finrlings. 
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"WHAT'S IN A NAME" 

LETTERS 

TO 

THE EDITOR 

I was very interested in Lhe "Whal's in a Name" article in 
the Summer 1981 issue of Tbe Revealer, relating to examples 
of abuses in the pre-stamp era of the postal service and the 
particular references to Lady Blessington and Lord Mountjoy. 

Our Canadian friends may be interested to know a little 
more abouL these remarkable families, or family, to be precise. 
Luke Gardiner (b. 1745) was a property owner and developer 
and was mainly responsible for Lhc lay out of Norl.h Central 
Dublin. In 1789 he was created Baron Mountjoy and in 1795 
V,iscount Mou~tjoy. During The Rising of 1798 he was kmed in 
action at the Bat.tie of New Ross. 

Lord Mou.ntjoy was succeeded by his son Charles who was 
created E11r l of Blessington in 1816 and died in 1829 when all 
titles became extinct. His widow Margaret, Countess of 
Blessington, was a novelist. and society leader. Her maiden 
name was Power and she was born in 1789. She became Lady 
Blessington by her second marriage in 1818. With her son-in· 
law CounL D'Orsay, she held magnificienl. salon at her house at 

ensington, London. Overwhelmed with debt, she fled to 
Paris in 1849 and died there shortly alter. 

I gleaned this inforniation from Dillon Cosgrave's "North 
Dublin" and from the magazine "The Lady of the House. 
Christmas (1909) number. I hope this background information 
will make those postal history items just a bil more inter· 
esllng. 

DUBLIN Eddie FitzGerald 

NEEDS HELP 
I would like infor mation on two items which recently 

arrived in an auclion lot. 
(a.I A pre-stamp entire from the Factor oC Lord Douglas 

al Castlemaine, to Edinburgh. It appears to have a black 
DOUGLAS in a rubber stamp ... not Isle of Man. Does any 
other correspondence from the Douglas Estate exist which 
would confirm the local application of the rubber stamp? 

(b.) I have found a postcard of the Lighthouse at Rathlin 
Island which was cancelled by a skeleton LARNE HARBOUR. 
MR 28 10. But also a purple double circle cancellation which 
reads LARNE and STRANRAER MAIL STEAMER r ound 
the outer ring and POSTED OFF RATHLlN ISLE of the 
center. Can anyone tell me anything about this. 

Like most people my inlel'esL in Irish stamps comes 
through family ties, into the FitzGeralds in my case estab­
lished recently by your Ass~iate Editor, Edward. Now, I 
oollect absolutely anything that comes my way, mail in or oul, 
etc. 

WOKJNG, SURREY. ENGLA ND R.M. Kitchingman 

AN INTERESTING COVER 
The stamping ~f the 1954 cover (Summer Rf;':YEALER p 8) 

was 1/3 Airmail plus 6d Express Fee, but l agree that it is 
unlikely to bave expedited the delivery into the Post Office 
Box. The 6d Express Fee was one of the items le~ on.changed 
for many years and I am sure I.hat the missing word on the 
1922 cover was "Express" a.nd not "Special". The stamps are 
2d postage plus 6d express. 

WHAT 'S INA N AME 
I'm sorry to have Lo disillusion the writer of "What's in a 

Name .. p 141 As t he Mileage mar k of the period demonstrates 
there was only one 'S' ilil Blesington al the time. and lhe Earl 
used the same spelling. Incidentally, Charles John Gardiner 
was not only Earl of Blessington but also Viscount and Baron 
Mountjoy. He was a pioneer developer and his name Is sti.ll 
prominent on Dublin maps. with Mountjoy Square, Gardiner 
Street and what is now spelled Blessington Street, as well as 
associated sidest.reets. 

DUBLIN, IRELAND 

EDITOR'S NOTE: 

F.E. Dixon 

In lhe Editor'!! "Blessington" collection is a BLE:SS1N1'0N 
slraight line, daLed 1822 - two 'S's' but no 'G" also; two 
documents with embossed revenue stamps - one, a receipt of 
(9Feb 1830) Cor an insurance payment .. . "from the trustees or 
the late Lord Blesington", one 'S' - the other, a promissory 
note (7 July 1832) payable to "Lady Blessington", iwo 'S's'. In­
cidentally, a sepia Lone post card from the Wrench Series, No. 
7663, reproducing the Sir Thomas Lawrence portrait ,of Lady 
Blessington shows that her charms were not only literary. 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 
Members have been keeping Trish philately in the lime­

light, Pat Stillwell won a Ver meil Medal at STAMPSHOW '81 
for her "Overview of Irish Postal History." At, lNDYPEX '81 
Edward Sullivan look a Vermeil and the Postal History 
CertiiicaLe for his ''Irish Postal History", JeanneLte K noll 
Adams, received a Gold for her "Scotland Postal History''. At 
SESCAL .John J. Blessi111ton received a Silver for ''Ireland For 
the Post.al SLationery Collector. The Revealer was awarded a 
Vermeil by the Chicago Philatelic Society. 

A successful meeting was held at WESTPEX in April at 
which Bill Zellers gave a talk on his Coils and BookleLs. 

Starting at the left is Preston Pope, seated, standing to his 
rear is Tom Mitchell. to his right. Jim Lawless wi th his son 
Michael. Bill Zellers is holding a page or coils. Seated is 
Richard Swords and standing is Garvin Lohman with Jim 
Mulhollan beside him. Seated is Emery Megel and that is a 
cast on his hand. Bill Murphy is the gentleman with his back to 
the camera and the last is A. Nonymous. 
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8mallman Fhilafolics f!ta. 
BOX 130 
NARAMA TA. B. C. 
CANADA, VOH 1 NO 
MEMBER: Canadian Stomp Dealers Association 
Fine Slomps of Ireland Tel. (604) 496-5241 

TWO RARE AND UNUSUAL ITEMS FOR YOUR COLLECTION: 

#l #2 

F'nll 1981 

Scott 688, Gibbons 74b. 
The rarest Irish stamp issued 
A fine & fresh used copy 
Circular Dote Stamp cancel 

Coi l Joint Pair of the 2d. Scott 109, Gibbons 114, 
c u1 from sheets, VF and Never Hinged . 
Rare, and possibly unique, overprinted in red by 
the lnsh Post Office for the A lliance & Dublin Con­
sumer's Gas Co. 1981 Feldman list , Irish Pounds IEP 1850 

Guaranteed Genuine 

NET US $2600-

AND - A nice 

NET US $300-

(A. & D. C.) 
(GAS CO.} 

- Scott 58, Gibbons 66, VF used with Dublin Registered (Deimhnithe) Cancel, on piece. 

NET US $400-

We hove a very large stock of Ireland , from the commoner items to the "esoteric" ond unusual, -
stomps. booklets & pones, covers, postal history, controls, gutters, G.B. used in Ireland, etc. etc. 
We would be delighted to send our current price list, free of charge to E.P.A. members (25c to others). 
In addition. we will send you our current special offers lists, covering coils. essays and many other 
items. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

John & Wendy Smallmon 


