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Secretary's Report 
NEW MEMBERS 

New members accepted subject to no objections received with a 45 
day period after this publication. 
• 1962 Gerald E. Scalley, 624 Juniper Dr., BI"" Bell, PA 19422 
•1963 Oary W. Libby, 22 Monumenl Sq .. PMllJ\d, ME <MIOI 
#1964 MOf'lan T . Williams. 918 Somner Dr., San Anoonlo. TX 78218 
•196S Anlhony C. DcMarco. SIS Gahnores bland Rd., Toms Rlvu. NJ 08753 
•1966 R.P.M. Tebaru, P.O. Box 2177, 2301 CO. Leiden, 1l>e Nelh<rlands 
#1967 Richard Clever, Box 1607, San Jose. CA 9SI09 
# 1968 Dennis Brady, SQ9 Ucia Lane, Web•"''· NY I 4S80 
# 1969 Mary T. Prado, 37 McKinley Ave., Fannin&dale, NY 117JS 
#1970 RoMy Vogt. B<minstr 76. CH·8-0S7, Zurich. Switzerland 
• 1971 Jay T1ru1ey, Box )4, DcmereSl, NJ 07627 
•1972 John M. Bagley. 41S7 Portland Sa. Bumaby, B.C. Canoda 4SJ 2NJ 
#1973 Miiton C. Thompso11, 2310 Branlllm 1..anc. San J .... CA 9Sl24 
•1974 Donna J O'Kcefe, 280 W . RDcs St .. Troy. OH '5373 
• 197S RA>b<rt E. Tun:ot, Jr., 4 Gr.ot St.. Burl"'IP""· vr OHOI 
• 1976 Paul D Sulbun. 6 Aeom St.. Bostoa, MA 02108 
•1977 RAlb<rtJ Joyce, 1'302 Oak Shadows. San An...,io, TX 78232 
•1971 W J . Ambrooe, Bos 26SU, A"'""· TX 787SS 
•1979 Mra. Emily K. Zufelt. 2416 Gnydoo Rd., WllnuOJ'Oft. DE 1980) 
•1980 Paul Fenadlo, 64S S.ttenWttt Tr .. Dunwoody. GA JOJ38 
•1981 John J . Fahey. 3124 Esses Dr., St. Cbarlu, MO 63301 
•1982 M-1 Hancher, 2023 Baifoo< St .. Falls OlUl<:h. VA 22043 
•198l Charles W. Hen .... S4 Hillshire Dr .. Lake Osweeo. OR 970J4 
•1984 Mattill Pe"'"""· C.M., Vinccnlian Res .. St. Johna Unlve111ty, Jamajca, NY 11439 
#l98S Howard J . Wunderlich, 14JO Campanelli Dr. W., Plantation. FL 33322 
• 1986 Richard E . Bedford. Box 776, Lewiston, ME 04240 
#1987 Vi11CCnt L. Sardelli. 70 Hemlock Ave .• Cranston, R.l . 02910 
# 1988 Evelyn N. Gica.son. 42S 4th St., Orland, CA 9S963 
#1989 Daniel F. Hayea, 8 Jackson Lane, Millbury, MA OIS27 
# 1990 Harold Hayward, JS Adriance Ave., Pougllireepale. NY 12601 

Spring 1985 

•t991 Carolyn Coodoo, •1109. 4604 • 106A St., Edmonton, Alberta. Canod.t T6H 5J4 
•1992 Herbert I. ~ibach. 6327 Echo Canyon, San Antonio, TX 7824.9 
•t993 Darnel F. Sullivan, 424 FuMIDn Av• .. San l'rancl1co, CA 94118 
#I 994 W. William Woytowich, 4J 12 lUvcni<le Dr .. Juneau. AX 99801 
• 199S Dennis Jaffe, JS02 Ocary St., San Pnu><iac:o. CA 94118 
•1996 Ouo HcUwia. K .... lhu1wc14A. 6100 Domutadt. Wett 0.nnany 
• 1997 P•tricl< J Dillon. 308 Seabury St.. Fall RJv<r, MA 02720 
•1998 Not usi.,....S 
• 1999 Vlnccn& J. "'-!ergut. Jr., 2208 C.ha Dr., Ced11 Part, TX 1861 l 
•2000 Ned M. Wells, Jr.. 1000 Alamo Naolonal Bids, s.,, AnlOftio, TX 78105 
•2001 G Lewis Baldwin, 14442 Howland Way. Tuslal, CA 92680 
•2002 James P. McAllut<r, JS GGlr Ave , Pawwcket. RI 02860 
•2003 Cami Cole Quigley, S701 SW 72 Ave , Mlllll•, FL 3314] 
•2004 Painc:k OTo<m<y, 9802 Pattlield Dr., A.....,, TIC 78758 
•200S W>Ou"" R. Gicstlo. Boa SJO. Silsbee, TX 776S6 
•2006 W1n11un 0. Boiko, 8SS2 N • .....,,., Blvd. , Aull! .. TX 78753 
• 2007 William P. McNally. Jr. 5034 C..1 Oro. S111 AnlOt'lio, TX 78233 
•2008 La_,,ce T Connolly, Rt 9. Boa 31SC, Mounlain Hom<0, AR 726SJ 
#2009 Dr. Michael J . O'Neill, Bo• 66, Blr<:h Dr., Pane Plamt, NY 12567 
#2010 Stanley Polchinski, 816 E. 22lrd SL, Bronx. NY 10466 
•2011 R<lb<rt M. HllJUMll. 293 W. 14th St., Salem, OH 44460 
•2012 Denni• J. Mullins, 221 W Ou St .. Ramsey, NJ 07446 

REINSTATED· 
e 1113 Edward J. Irvine. 890 Amuld Way, San J .. e. CA 9Sl28 

RESIGNATIONS 
• Sil Mn. Flottocc M Jolull, # 1869 Dennen Reilley, #I S64 Job.uul A. N°'"'l<dl. • 1396 
RotemaryH. S1twart.•l7ll 0.W.IG ShennM. •18S4 DonKabd.#1613 EdwardV Hoos. 
• l611 Khu.s4 Dteter Wc.1nacht 

DECEASED 
• 1033 W1U01m McLaughbn. • 652 llc<l~t J Riley, MD 

DROPPED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES 
• 130 I Archer. Thomu J. 
• IBJI Babcock, Donald W. 
#llS3 Bailey. F.WJ. 
# 83 Bonnipn, T.F. 
•18S9 Bento, P. 
• 1493 Brlllick. R.L 
•1629 Bu .. ,,t. 1. 
•1573 Camey. PJ. 
•1836 Cusidy. WJ. 
# 614 Conley, F.F. 
•1673 Coocla, J.A. 
• IS 26 Clybown. R.B 
• S20 Dempsey. J.E. 
•1450 l>Uon. TJ. 
• 1891 F•roll. J 
•1853 Flynn. D.T . 
• 1697 Folipo, J.A. 
# 1538 Foures. R.O. 
• 152-4 l're11, HJ. 
• 829 Friedman. K.'T. 
#1610 Ge~ty, J .H. 
• IS99 Grayham, G.G . 
•1879 H&rri0&10n, T . 
• 1809 Hanllna. F.T. 
# IS34 Hauptly, Denni• 
# 1738 Haf""S, W.A. 
•ISOO Henncucy. T. 
• 17S2 lmeto0, PJ. 
• 17Sl lversoc1, J . 
•IS28 Kubok. F.JL 
• 1341 l.ac;uJe, R.P. 
# 1648 Le Roy. s.c. 
•1448 Levisoa. M.E. 
#1114 LevltlSOCI. R.A. 
•1661 l.&nkl<tter, W. 
•1230 McNulty, T .P. 
•176S Mad, W.E. 

•ISJ2 Merchant, 0 .11. 
• 1792 Mills. M. 
•16S9 Moriarty, F. 
# 7S8 N<!Jon, W.J. 
• 170) O'Keefe, J.J. 
# 1890 O'Neil, P.O. 
•1860 Poctzl, C.E. 
•1821 Rom., J.O. 
•IS9S Ruddle, F.J. 
# 1796 Rya.a, F.T . 
# lllS Rym, J. W. 
• 793 Schmitz. AJ. 
#1031 Scn"bfter, D.A. 
• 16 72 Sbanalwl, P .E 
•114) Slater, R.L. 
• 496 Snutb. M. 
e 910 Spaldins, K.G. 
• 1698 Stroud. W.M. 
#1618 Swart. J.H. 
• IS76 Tobin, M.G. 
#1896 Webb, G .T . 
• 410 Wilson, J .C. 
• 809 Wright. 0 .E. 
• 1308 Allan, G . .F. 
#IBIS Dower, P. 
• 692 Friclins, N. 
# 1242 Hamill, J. 
• 16ll LininllOft, F. 
• ISS9 Mutpby, P. 
• 1867 O'L<ary, R. 
• S 14 Quilley, J .A. 
• 1886 Quail. D 
• 1489 Rchnba's. J 
• 7S4 Touke, E. 
• 786 Wllf"', L 
# 1687 WiDi1m1, G. 
• 619 PbeW.. M. 

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS 
# l9S8 Micluacl K. Moore. 833 S. Dimond St.. Palmer, AX 9964S (AJ ol May 3111) 

M&fl for John R. AndeMIOll, • 1442 a& I 2S N. 7111 Si., Mlnn<1110lil. MN SS40J, has been returned · "no 
rorwardcd address .. 

M&U r.,.. Donald A. LUI, USS Patrick Henry, Pl'O. Su1t1e, WA 98299. bu been rctum<d • 
"'Oc<:omtniu~·· 

Mall for Joonnc E. Sw111briclt, 2SO Hllledon Ave, Procpeot Part. NJ 07508, lw been returned "no 
l'orwlltdlna addteu" 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS 
Membership as of Nov. l, 1984 

New Members 
Reinstatements 
Deceased 
Resignations 
Dropped 

Membership as of July 1, 1985 

71 
l 
3 
8 

78 

791 

774 
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John J. Blessington 

John J. Blessington, aged 63, passed away on June 9th 
in North Hollywood, California after a briefillness. Born 
on July 8, 1921 in Massachusetts, he had bis initial 
schooling in the Boston area. He moved to southern 
California in the early 1940s, from where he joined the 
U.S. Army, serving in Germany and Austria during 
World War Il. His military decorations included the 
Bronze Star. 

His postwar activities included experience in drafting, 
graphics and printing and pubHcation. He was employed 
for many years at Litton Industries as a design 
supervisor. After his retirement from Litton he joined the 
Halder Company where he worked until two days before 
bis death. 

John was widely known in philately for bis work in the 
fields of postal stationery and Irish philately. The latter 
was perhaps his first love, along with the folk tales and 
songs, people, and history of the Emerald Isle. He had 
several outstanding exhibits of Irish stamps, tax stamps, 
and postal stationery and he often gave talks on these 
subjects. For the past many years John served as our 
journal's Editor. Under bis stewardship The Revealer 
has won many awards in literature competitions. In 1983 
John was given the Thomas E. Field award. At the time 
of bis death John was the Vice President for North 
America of the EPA. He had also been selected by the 
Nominating Committee to serve as our next President. 
Sadly, now he will not be able to serve the association in 
this role. 

John was also very active with the United Postal 
Stationery Society, editing the "Catalog of the Postal 
Stationery of the Philippines" and was in the process of 
completing work on the "Catalog of the Postal 
Stationery of the Canal Zone". 

Other of John's collecting interests included the 
stamps and postal stationery of the Vatican, revenue 
stamps of Austria and Hungary, and Christmas aer<r 
grammes. He belonged to a number of philatelic societies 
in addition to the EPA and UPSS. They included the 
Irish Philatelic Circle, the American Philatelic Society, 
APS Writers Unit No. 30, American Philatelic 
Research Library, Canal Zone Study Group, the 
Collector's Club of Southern California and the 
Philatelic Society of Los Angeles. 

John was also a long-time active member of the 
Federated Philatelic Clubs if Southern California and its 
SESCAL committee, serving in many ways, including 
seeing to the preparation and printing of its annual 
program. He was the finance chairman for SESCAL 

1985. This year's exhibition will be dedicated to bis 
memory. 

John Blessington is survived by his sisters, Mrs. Mary 
Fera and Mrs. Alicia White, a cousin, Joseph D. 
Moynihan, several nieces and nephews and many many 
friends throughout the United States and overseas who 
will miss his good friendship. 

Ave atque vale. 

From the Editor's Desk 
As all of you can tell from the content of this issue of 

The Revealer - John Blessington was a gifted author as 
well as an outstanding editor who served our association 
long and well. He wiU be sorely missed 

I would like to take this opportunity, on John's behalf, 
to thank each and every one of you who has contributed 
your time and effort over the years in providing the 
articles that make The Revealer the magazine that it is. 
Without our authors, it wouldn't exist. 

John and I had several discussions during WESTPEX; 
be wished to serve the EPA as President and yet knew be 
could not also carry on as Editor. I was willing to take a 
crack at editing The Revealer. Thus we agreed that the 
changeover should come at the end of the Summer issue. 
I was looking forward to John's assistance in my new 
venture. Sadly, now, this is not to be. 

We have chosen to fill this issue with John's work as an 
author for two reasons. F irstly, many of the articles are 
of general interest, especially to our newer members who 
do not have copies of the back issues. Secondly, we are 
attempting to "catch up" with our publishing schedule 
which bas fallen way behind, partly due to John's illness. 

A PLEA: I have no material from John to start to fill 
the next issue. All of his papers are inaccessible for an 
unknown period. Any of you who have sent articles to 
John recently - please re-send them to me. Also new 
articles are obviously needed. 

FORMAT: I will be producing the final " camera 
ready" copy for Bob Corless on my personal computer, 
and for a few issues I will be experimenting with format 
and printer s tyles. Expect your Revealer to look a bit 
different from time to time. Comments will be welcomed. 

Pat Walker 
RECRUITING HONOR ROLL 

Ustii\g or known members who have proposed new members. 
James Farrell Bill Doe, James Va.n Fossen, James P. Lavelle, 

Preston A. Pope', William McCan, E.T. DiVecchio, Bill Zellers, 
Carl D. Amott, Bob Jones. 
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President's Notes 
This spring the EPA celebrated its 35th Anniversary 

with meetings at two major stamp shows: RIPEX in 
Providence, Rhode Island and WESTPEX in San 
Francisco, California. I was fortunate enough to attend 
both (and also enjoyed the week in between by playing 
tourist in SF). 

RIPEX, also the American Philatelic Society annual 
Spring Meeting, was a special show celebrating the 
lOOth year of the Rhode Island Philatelic Society. The 
EPA presence and programs were arranged under the 
leadership of Peter Bugg of Franklin, MA. Peter is 
president of the McCormich Chapter of the EPA 
(centered in Boston). A special cacheted envelope was 
available using McCormich stamps and the RIPEX 
show cancel. Through cooperating with the WESTPEX 
planning committee, RIPEX also had on sale the 
commemorative 35th anniversary booklets (see below). 

Due to the unusual (for RIPEX) size of the show the 
exhibits, society tables and meeting rooms were on the 
mezzanine level and the bourse was on the 17th floor of 
the hotel. This was unfortunate because normally the 
EPA table is a point of congregation for the members in 
attendance. Because of the separation, this did not 
happen. However, the EPA table was in a prime location 
and did get a lot of traffic. 

EPA programs at RIPEX were held on all three days 
and were very well attended. Bill Hickey received a 
momento as Member # 1. I especially enjoyed seeing 
Joe Foley's slides of his Railroad stamps. Due to an 
early sellout of exhibit frames, there was only one Irish 
exhibit at RIPEX. Peter Bugg received a Silver medal 
for his display of "55 years of Irish Coils". 

For those not familiar with the WESTPEX format -
this show annually has one society featured. This year it 
was the privilege of the EPA to be that society. There 
were over 100 frames of competitive exhibits of Irish 
material and my own postal history exhibit made up the 
Court of Honor. (Since my husband was a judge, I could 
not participate in the open competition.) EPA member 
Jim Lawless served as an appretice judge on the 
WESTPEX panel. The Irish exhibits were an excellent 
cross section of the various fields of collecting. There 
were postal history, revenues, GB used in Ireland, 
overprints, stationery, air mails and railroads. I was 
especially pleased that some of our overseas members 
bad sent exhibits so far from home! One I very much 
enjoyed reading was Mike Priestly's definitive study of 
the overprint coils. 

A vote of appreciation belongs to Garvin Lohman and 
Bill Zellers who did a lot in the exhibits area. 

The three top awards were given to: Joe Foley's 
exhibit of high value overprints, Ed Sullivan's postal 
history, and Jim Maher's overprints. Joe won the EPA 
Medal and a Waterford crystal bowl provided by the 
NORCAL Chapter as Grand Award. Ed also won the 
"Reserve Grand" Gil Roberts Memorial Award. All 
three won WESTPEX Gold medals. The complete list 
of WESTPEX winners appears elsewhere in this issue. 

As the EPA was the featured society, the WESTPEX 
show cachet reflected an EPA design. Also the menu for 
the banquet (provided courtesy of Aer Lingus) used the 
EPA design. These were patterned after the EPA Medal 
whose design was done by member Padraig O'Mathuna. 
I was especially pleased to see the minor touches - the 3 
day admission tickets and the banquet tickets were 
green. So was the ribbon I was asked to cut to open the 
show!! 

Of special note was the souvenir booklet that the EPA 
had prepared for sale at WESTPEX and RIPEX. It 
features a cover with the EPA design and notes the 35th 
Anniversary as well as the names of the two shows. It 
contains a selection of gutter pairs of the current Eire 
definitives. Special thanks to John Blessington for the 
design of the booklet and to Bill and Peg Zellers for the 
labor in assembling them!! They were very well received 
at both shows. Though this type of booklet is normal at 
ST AMP A and COLLECTOREX it is something of a 
novelty this side of the Atlantic. If you would like to 
purchase one of the booklets, they are available through 
EPA Special Offers for $2 each. 

EPA meetin~ were held all three days at WESTPEX I 
gave an update on the " state of the association" and also 
gave my postal history slide show. John Blessington gave 
a slide show that provided an excellent overview of all 
the aspects of Irish collecting. This was specially 
interesting to the new or non-Irish collector. An auction 
was also held. Although not planned as such, the auction 
consisted almost entirely of lots donated to benefit the 
NORCAL treasury. Since the NORCAL chapter had 
gone to considerable time and expense to prepare so well 
for WESTPEX, I thought this was most fitting. Besides 
the meetings during the show hours, the EPA held a 
banquet on Friday night of the show. Held at the Irish 
Cultural Center in San Francisco, it was well attended 
by members and by guests. A good time was had by all. 
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Pat Walker cutting ribbon at WESTPEX. Blessington, Pope. 
Lohman, in backgroun. Sullivan on righL 

Many members from the west coast of the US attended one 
or more days of WESTPEX, but l was impressed the Gene 
Labiu.lt from Toronto, Canada and Ed Sullivan from Chicago, 
Illinois bad made the effort to attend. 

Many, many people contributed to the success of the EPA's 
presence at these two stamp shows. I don't think I could do 
justice to them all. However, I would like to name two of them 
who deserve special recognition. These are Peter Bugg for 
RIPEX and Preston Pope for WESTPEX. Without them this 
celebration of our 35th Anniversary would not have been the 
success it was. Let me thank you both on behalf of the 
Association. 

Pat Walker 

SESCAL 1969: I IO r: Jotln Blessington, Vince Linnell, Robert Gray, Jotln 

Sherman, Gil Roberts. 

WESTP6X EPA booth. L to R: Standing; Pat Walker, Bill Zellers, Ed 
Sullivan, Peg Zellers. Sitting: John Blessington, Garvin Lohman, Gene 
Labiuk, Preston Pope. 

IRELAND 
Finest Quality Stamps 
at Competitive Prices 

Overprints, Commemoratives, 
Booklets, Definitives, 

Alrmalls and Postage Dues. 

In Unmounted mint, 
Mint, Used and FDC's. 

WHERE? 

WILCO STAMP SERVICE 

Also in stock; Postal History 
Postal Stationery, Metermarks, 
Exhibition Souvenirs, Special 

Handst.amps, Slogan cancels and 
Irish Town cancels, etc. etc. 

Ask for our fTee pricelist. 

in 
Irish 

Philately 

Member; 
IPTA. 
EPA. 
FAl. 
CPS. 

Prop. WU Coense 
31 West Washington St. Cork, Ireland. 
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Doing the Numbers 
Milltown Revisited by Fred E. Dixon 

William Kane's note (Revealer No. 157, pp. 50,51) 
provides a classic example of the confusion that results 
when a mistake is copied ad nauseum by successive 
experts, each believing their source to be reliable. My 
presentation of the facts is: 

J ) Of the many Milltowns, only one was ever a post 
town, that in Co. Kerry. Although downgraded in 1831 it 
is the most likely to have been alloted a number. 
2) In the January 1857 list of numbers (and probably 
other editions), 328 is assigned to Miltown (one 1) with 
no indication of county. 
3) Daniels rashly assumed it to be Co. Dublin, and the 
others sheepishly followed. 
4) Mr. Kane's covers prove the 1858-59 use in Co. 
Kerry, and I have not seen any covers of that period 
supporting 328 for Milltown, Co. Dublin. 
5) On the other hand I have an envelope (illustrated) and 
a piece of 1860, posted in Milltown, Co. Dublin, but 
cancelled in Dublin. The more interesting is the letter, 
posted 31 March 1860. The Milltown namestamp is the 
little used undated circular type with the name within the 
circle. What is exceptional is that the postmaster has 
added in red ink "Posted in A.M." and the date. 
6) At some time 328 was withdrawn from Milltown, Co. 
Kerry and, before 1872, reissued to Milltown, Co. 
Dublin. 

I do not think that the variant spellings are of 
consequence. 

Field Award 1984 
The EPA's Thomas E. Field Award for 1984 has 

been given to Norah K. Wright. Norah Wright is a 
pioneer among Irish collectors. She did the basic 
research on the Perfins of Ireland and the Censor Label 
SPl, to name just two of her many interests. She has 
published her findings in The Revealer and The Journal 
of Irish Philately. She is one of the original signers of 
" The Roll of Distinguished Irish Philatelists." 

The Field Award was announced at ST AMP A last 
fall and the plaque presented to Norah Wright in 
December at a meeting of the Irish Philatelic Society. 
The selection committee consisted of John Blessington, 
chairman, Neil Stack and Eddie Fitzgerald. 

Please send suggestions for the 1985 Field Award to 
Michael Priestly, Joseph Foley, or Norah Wright. 

Vince Linnell Award 1984 
The Vince Linnell Memorial Award is given for the 

" best article" in a single volume of The Revealer as 
determined by membership vote. The winning article for 
Volume 33 was "Provincial PAID Handstamps of 
Ireland" by Patricia Stilwell Walker. (Thank you, all 
who voted for it, Ed.) The award, a very handsome pen 
desk set with the EPA medal attached, was presented by 
Bill ZeUers at the EPA banquet at WESTPEX. 

Votes for the best article of Volume 34 (Whole Nos. 
155, 156, 157, 158) which ends with this Spring issue 
should be sent to the Editor immediately. 
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HISTORY OF PERFINS 
Prrfi ns have bct'll around for a long 1imc ... fro111 1868 in 

fact ... buc wry liuk has hrt•n wri rwn about them in Tlw RL"vcalt'r. 
For many Y<'ars col lC'clor~ considert·d s tamps with prrforations in 
them as damaged scamp~. In more n·cc·nc ye<trS such stamps ha\'t' 
been recognitcd as collenable. a legi1imatc part of philacelic 
history. The Spring 1972 issue o f rhr Ren•ale1 (pp818-822) 
published an anic \(' by the late Frc·d .f. (;omnw ('nti tlrd " lrbh 
Perfins or Spifs" which was a prcl iminary I isling ol Ii ish perfins. 
Thr µub lira1ion of Nrnah K. \\' right\ lact·sc "C:;11alogue of the 
Perfim of Ireland" in this issue make) thi., an appropriate time to 
rt•\'il'w 1hc hiswry of perfins and pt'rfin <nlh·ning. 

\\'H A·r ARE PERFINS? rhe word PERFINS was fonnt'd 
from the phlil><: "PERFu1a1t·d IN11 ialS" and was c·oi11ed in th<' 
l'.S. In 1hc l '. K. the dt·~ignacion SP IFS wa~ in gc·nera l use for 
many years coming from tht' phtase "Srnmps Perfora ted with 
ln i Li a ls of Firms and Societ ics ... rh1· ust' of chis la11er 1erm h as dit·d 
out ro a greac t'xcenr and PERFINS seem~ 10 be most g-enerally 
usrd LOday. PERFINS. then. an· 'camps pcrforared wich the 
initials (or mh1·r designs) n·pn-sen1ing che using firm. 

\VHY PERFI NS? In che 1860's. priono thesian of the Mone) 
Order Sysct·m in England. postage swmps wen· a form of 
nego1iablC' currency and \\'t'rc ust·d for small payments th1ough 
1he mail. Postal rcguhuions wrrc such chat srnmps could bt· 
redeemed for cash tm µrt'se111ation a r the Pose Office. Thrre were 
only two condirions: 1hcy had 10 be in mullipk (2or more•) and llw 
transaclion \\0 a) subject w c h t· dc•ducr ion o f a 21'l% comm is~ inn b) 
the Pose Office. Firms having la rge 4uanticies of stamps o n hand 
found 1hems1·ln•s the \•inims of thefts hy thei1 poorlr paid junior 
clerks or dishonrsc <'mploy<'<'S who had only ro presen1 s1olen 
s tamps to the Post Office to augmen1 1heir 'a larics. A lt hough 
much o f 1he loss was peuy. rhe firms soon found it necessary w 
seek some means of pulling an end 10 1he thievery. 

The firs1 me1hod put imo cffcet was 10 have the firm's namt' 
primed on the backs of the s1amps, either before the gum was 
<>pplied or on top or the gum. One of the firms u<;ing the 
unclcrprin1ing method was Cope~ 1ake. Moore. Cramp1on & Co. 
The underpriming 1ook care of the postage 1hc}' boughc fo1 rheir 
mail but lht'y a lso recei\'ed a large qua111i1r of s tamps from 1heir 
customers in the councry. T o protect 1hesc stamps tlwy sugg1·,1e·d 
to the post office 1ha1 such s1a mps be perforatt'd. by rhc finn. with 
the ini tia ls S.C:., those of 1he SC'n ior panner. Sampson 
Copesiake. They furnished 10 the post office as specimens sramps 

By Jolin]. Blessington 

so perforated. In due time the Pos1 Office refused 10 granr 
pt.>nnission for the i1 us<'. 

These Stamps had bet:n furnished LO C<Jpestake's by a rvh . 
Joseph S lopcr who was the inventor o f the machine which had 
perforated them. Joseph Sl<>per held the exclusive paten I righ1s to 

1he equiµmen 1 for defacing or marking d<>cumenrs by 
perform ion. H is main business was can«cl ling bankers checks a nd 
draf1s. Mr. Sl()per entered inw nego1iations wi1h 1he Pos1 Offic<'. 
After a 1irnt'. he was successful in obtaining a lener. daH'd 13 
i\huch 1868. from 1he Post Office which a llowed him 10 perforat<' 
stamps. 

l\lr. S loper. by 1his le11rr. was g iven a monopol)' for 1ht• 
produ< tion of pnfins. for his patents still had a little owr thre<' 
yrar' 10 run. H e a \·aikd himself of 1his oppor1uni1y and during 
tha t 1hre<· years added many o f tilt' Lcmdon firms 10 his list of 
clit'1Hs as \\'f'll a' many clit•n1s on 1he continen1. Perforating 
became the acc"<.'plt'd merhod of safe guarding s tamps from 
pilfcrngt•. \\'hen hi' patents ran out in 187201hcr firmSt'ntered rhe 
busine~s. but rnmperition didn't phase him. The succe,~or m 
J oseph Sloprr. rhc j. Sloper & Co. Led. is sri ll in business well o\'er 
a hundrt•tl wars later. Interest ingly enough. their charges a rc less 
than 1hose or 1870. 

From chis lw,ginning th<' use o f pcrfins spread :iround rhc 
\,·or id. A ft·w years ago 'Tht• Perrins C luh" . a l ' .S. based sodeiy of 
pcrfi n collC'clOr). cook a surwy of their mt'lll bcr"s collect ions .. . 1hcy 
found pcdins from 215 differen t coun1ries. 

1.ITERATl ' RE ABO l 'T PER FINS Thanks to Hugh 
\ 'allancey, llw ll()ted British phi lacelis t, c he early hisw1 y of S lopcr 
\,·as recorded. 11 i> ·book " British Stamp> Perfora1ed \\' ith Firm~· 
lni1ia ls". published in Eng land in 1933. i~ a compila 1ion of che 
fac1s he was able 10 ga1her from his personal comact wi1h the 
Slnpl'r & Co. Lid .. firm . In 1937 John S. Nelson publishecL a lso in 
l::ngland ... The H andbook of Bri1ish Perfins. " In rh is he recorded 
his personal rest'an h a t the Bri1ish Pa 1e111 Office. Post Office. a nd 
other public offices. He was able 10 \'crify and add lO the hiswryof 
prrfins brought to lighc by Mr. \ 'allanccy. These two books well 
documen t the birt h of pcrfins. In add ition llwit' ha\'C been a 
number of a11 ides puhlished over 1hc years in \'arious philatelic 
pu bi icalions '" wd I as I iscings of 1hc pcrfin~ o f man)' countries. 
The a bow rnc:niiont'd " Perfins C lub" mainiains a compn:hensive 
li brary of publicatiom on perfins. l\frmbers of the "Security 
Endorsemt'nt & Perfin Socie1y o f Great Rritain" an· n 1rren tly 
compiling a bibliography o f pcrfin li1erature. 

COLLECTING PERFINS - --------- BY JOHN } . BLESSI NGTON 

S0l1RCE AND VAL.tit:: Your friend ly neighbo rhood 
s ta mp dealer wi ll rarely have Irish perfins for sa le. Occasional ly a 
dea ler wi ll scri p perfi1is out o f a purchased collec1io n of used 
s1amps feeling chat the perfins de1ract from the saleabi lity of 1hc 
collection. If you arc on the right spot at the right time. or if you 
have made prior arrangements. you can gee thC'se for very litt le 
m oney. Most collections of perfins arc assembled by securing 
s tamps from !'lher collectors. usually by trading. I don't kn()w 
what 1he going rate may be today for perfins. but in the pasc I have 
purchased chem in the 3c 105c range. From time 10 timr, collectors 
have been willing 10 pay more. Not enough is yet known as to the 
rarity of any givt'n Irish perfin. so they a ll change hands at 1he 
same value. Perfins on cover are another matter. however. In the 
t Ui. finds are few and far between. They are doubly desireablc 
when 1he return address matches the perfin . P ick up any you fi nd. 

HOtJSINC Y0l ' R COLLECrJON Once you have 
acquired some perfins you have co decide how worganiic chem so 
tha r you know w hat you have. You can moun1 them on pages or 
on sLOck n 1rds m you can find a means of swring chem 
alphabetically. Here are a few ideas y<>urediror h as fou nd useful. 
Firsc of a ll. there arc no pre-pri111etl pages for Irish perfins (The 
Perri ns C lu b does have an a ll purpose page.) Y()u wi ll have 10 
mak<· your own if you decide 1ha1 a 111011111ed coll1·c 1io n is what 
you want. 

P ic1urcd is a sketch o r a page ruled for mou111ing perfins. It is a 
Minkus blank page for lr<·land. punched 10 fit the standard three 
ring binder for 8\.2 x 11 inch pages. T he pagt' has been ruled 10 
accept 30 dcfinilive sized sta mps (5 across by 6 down). Each scamp 
space is appmxima1cly 1/ 16" la rger than a definitive scamp. 
Below each scamp space is a box. To use, mount a ddinit i\'t' 
scamp. face down. in a space and record 1he perfin pauern. in 
pencil , in tJ1e box below. Cornmera1i ves w ill take up two spaces. 
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0 0 

0 

0 

Some collcc1ors prt'ft'I' hl a1 k backing so 1ha1 th<' ho k s ,how be ucr. 
Cui a piece of bl i1c k paper 1 he same s ilt' a~ llw siamp spa< e ... mount 
1he sta mp o n 1hc black paprr and llw 11111ount 1hr a'sl'mbly in 1hc 
stamp space. \\'h(' n s1aning a n1lle(1ion i1 mig h1 h(' hes1 w a llo t 
one line !or each k11e1 of 1he a lphalx-1. at an) ra1c·. lca,·e room 10 
grow. Ano1her though!. using Norah Wrig h1 's cata log in 1his 
issue. write in t'ach pa11e1 n she has lisml and 1hcn you o nly have 
lO fill the appropriate space wht'n yo11 acquire a per!in . 01he r 
m ethods o f ruling can be devised 1ha t will work equally as we ll as 
this o ne. No m t'ans of recording the idt:nti1yor 1lw pnfin has been 
provided. rr one were 10 moun t perfin~ f01 t'xhihiting. provisions 
for such infonna1ion should be includnl. 

H you don'! wa111 to mo unt your co llC'ciion on pages, here a re 
a couple o r ideas glt'aned fro m the pages of " The Pe1·fins Bulletin·· 
journal of "The Pt·rfins C lub". l 1se regular 110. 61< sile bus iness 
window envelope'- (ge1 1hr m from a pri111 shop). Swre o ne p a ttern 
in each e nve lop<·. You will Ix, able IO sec the pt'.rfins through the 
windo w and 1hen· "plen ty of room to " ' ril l' i11fonna1ion o n the 
face of 1he l' nvdop<·. File alphahe1ically in an appropriate size 
box. The o ther idea (1he one 1hr author u 'es) is IO use file cards 
wi1h g lassim· c 11\'e lop1·~ mounted o n the m. l ' ~c· 3" x S" fil t• cards 
and #3 glassincs (2\<i" x ·1'1"). or. if yo11 prd<·1 la rge'!'. 4" x 6" ca rds 
and #-I glassine~ (317" x ·1!8'). Affix tlw glassine w the <ard so 1ha 1 
tht' fla p s ick is exposed and 1he botwrn of the glassine is in line 
wi1h the bo11om of 1he card. This lt'avc~ ample room tO add 1he 
per!in pa11crn ;md idt'ntification (when known) acrnss the top. 
File a lphaoclically in a ~1,111dard rard £ik box. Double-sided 
1ra n sparent 1apt' b a good way 10 affix 1he glassint'., a h hough any 
non-wrinkling paper glue can be used. 

PA .rrERN : rvPES Liulr or no work has been done 10 
classify Irish pcrfins by pauern 1 y~'. a t leaM 1heau thor knowsor 
no ne. As yet we do11 '1 know enough about 1he type o f equip men1 
llM'd in Ire land nor the m e1hods used by each firm when 1hev 
punched 1heir ~tamps. A> ;;i 111a t1 e1 <>f i11t{'res1 " '" wi II record a 
m ethod of classifica tio n publbhed by "The Pr rfins Club", a 
sys1rm worked 0 111 to record the positions o f official Canada 
pt'rfios (OH MS). Perhaps this might prove 1hl' impt•1rn. to stan 
rcsc;irching 1hc· \ubjc< 1 as i1 mig ht apply w Irish p(·rfins. 

In 1hl· t ' . .'>. 1hc1e are ;,ix 1nx·s o f pnfi11 m;;ichine,. There ;irc· 
1hosc· haYing o ne. 1wo . 1hree. fi v<'. ten or 100 dies rc·spt'Cti \'ely . 
The Fror\I Co\'el sho ws a :1 <lil' hand opera1ed machint' 
manufa< tured by 1he "Curnmins Pc·rforawr Co." C hicago. Ill. It 
isn '1 known ho w many d iffen·nr 1n)('s of machine> hav<' heen usnl 
in lrc·land. Mos1 pcrfora1111g rnachim·s. a l least on rhi> ,idt• of llw 
Atla111ic are o f tht· fin·-head type. Thl'\ an· set up. five die> in a 
row. lo punuurr live de!initive ~l amps. (Commcmor.ll i\ C'S 
usual I} gc•1 two pal 1e1 ns.} /\ssum 1ng a >ht·et o f definiti\'e~ is fo lded 
in10 qua 1 ters a nd !ou1 1hick1wsses a rc punched si m11 l1ant·ously. ii 
is obvious tha t tht•re ar(' a numlX'r of posilions and \'3rtl'tit•s. On 
1op of that, '"<' are .. 1 1hl' m c11} ,,f lhf· c lt·rk punch ing llw ~lamp~' 
Ht• could carc· Jc.ss if 1hey an· p11ndwd !rum the !ro111 or bae'k or 
up,icle-dow11. 

\\' ht·n a perfin reads correnl}. ' it'\\'t' cl 111 an upright pos11ion 
\vith tht' fac(' up. ii i> conside1ed " norm al." Becauseofrhe variou> 
fold :. and nw1hods of punching t h l'I!' an· e ight different posi tio m 
or t}'p l's prn.siblc from <'ad1 single· die. l 's111g tlw pt•rfin AB CO .t 
11nifrnm nw1hod of <ll'no1ing 1lwst· positions 01 l\'J)CS is sho wn 
below. 

111\'('llt'd 

Normal Rl'vc·rsed lnn·ned R('\'t•r,t·d 

AB 8A OJ CD 
CD OJ 8V 'd B 
r)pl' I T ypt· IR rip1· 2 I 'Jl" 2R 

Ld1 I land Righi I land 

Lefr H a n el R l'\'t'r, rd Rig hi I la nd Rc·vt'r>ed 

OJ 0 <t: (') (') )> Oa:i 
<t: u OJO OOJ U)> 

Typc• 3 Type 3R T \' pe I I YP" -IR 

1'0!1': TIH•,c· art· all >hown wiLh the stamp 
in ;1 nonnal p<»ition. fa<t• up. 

ACKNOWLEDCEMEN I'S Thl' H btory o f Pt·rfin:. ha> 
h<"rn paraphra>cd !rom 1lw 1wo publica lio ns. " British Stamps 
Pcrl'ora l<'tl w i1h Firm 's ln i 1ia l~" . Hugh \'a lla ncc\', Lo ndon . 
England. 1~33 (tlwn· :.m: la1e1 1·di1ions) and "Tlw H andboo k o f 
British P t·rf1m". J ohn .'>. N d son . WeMe1ha111. England, 1967. 

Much informauon o n pc·r!in colkc1ing conws fro m various 
issut'~ o f " Tiu· Perfin Bulle iin " journal of .. rhe Perfim C lub", 
differt' nl edi1ors and publishers 1w<'r 1he years. 

Informa tion about " Th<' Pt·rfin \.lub" is :wailablt' from 
Floyd A. Walkt'r. Sccre1ary. P .O . Box 82. Gra ndview. Missouri 
6'1030. H e wi ll also furnbh informa 1io 11 conrrrning "The 
Secur i1y Endo rsem cnl & Perlin Socic1y of Great Brita in." 

Reprinted from: April 1979 
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CRASH COVERS 
by John J. Bleulngton 

As you go through dealers' cover boxes at stamp shows, an 
interesting cover to be on the lookout for is an lrish " Crash" or 
" Wreck" cover. I don 't know if anyone has ever put together a 
collection of such or. in fact, if it is possible. Al any rate. an lrish 
Crash cover or two adds spice to a collection for there is always 
a good story that goes with one if you just do a little research. 

"Crash Covers" Is used here as a generic term. It is meant 
to include those covers which were salvaged from mail involved 
in catastrophles, major or minor, at sea, on land or in the air. 
Perhaps "Salvaged Mail" would have been a more appropriate 
title but "Crash Covers" seems more descriptive. 

Crash covers can be subdivided into two different types. The 
first type Is those that were created by an event, which 
disrupted the mails. that occurred witbln Ireland. These may or 
may not bear Irish stamps or postal markings but they will bear 
markings Identifying the event as Irish. The second type is those 
covers recognizably identifiable as or iginating in Ireland which 
have been involved in an event somewhere other than Ireland. 

During the First World War, the Irish mailboat "Leinster" 
was torpedoed after leaving Kingstown. heading for England. 
Some of the mail salvaged bears a handstamp reading 
" SALVED FROM IS S LElNSTER." This is an example of Type 
I. A more modem example occurred In 19!>4. On September 5th a 
Dutch airliner crashed into the river Shannon just after taking 
off from Shannon Airport Csee Revealer, Nov., 1957, page 336) . 
The mail was salvaged and taken to Shannon for processing. 
The handstamp "SALVAGED FROM KLM CRASH AT 
SHANNON" was added. Most letters have the stamps washed 
off but my Dutch air letter sheet is Intact. Last year, in an 
auction in Florida, a portion of a 1916 cover was offered which 
had the hand.stamp "SALVED FROM/FIRE GP 0 DUBLIN." 
This, too. ms the first type as do those covers which were in­
volved in the raids on Post Offices and mail trains throughout 
parts of Ireland during the period l~0-22. Many of these are 
identifiable by markings which were added by the Post Office, 
in some cases. and In othe.rs by the rebels. as reported in the 
philatelic press over the years (see Revealer Supplement No. 43, 
Jan. 1970, pp 197-200) . 

Type II. those involving lrish mail outside ireland, isn't well 
documented. That is to say, although the events have been 
documented, the existence of an Irish cover from the events 
hasn 't been recorded. The illustration on the front cover is an 
example of a Type II cover. ln his book, "A History of Wreck 
Covers. " A. E. Hopkins records this same framed cachet in 
violet Cas is this l. 

" . . . . on a letter from Guernsey addressed to 
Grahamstown in South Africa. The date stamps are 
GUERNSEY 30 APR 25, CAPETOWN 3 JUN 25 and 
GRAHAMSTOWN 6 JUN 25, a.nd there is a pencil en­
dorsement ·on Train from Capetown to Port Elizabeth." 

My attempts to research this event further .have come up 
against a stone wall. I will welcome any information you, the 
readers, can add. Another cover from my collection (ex T. E. 
Field coll.J is a cover from an Imperial Airways Oying boat 
which crashed May lst 1939 at Mozambique. The plane was the 
"Challenger" and was bound from England to South Africa. 
After the crash. the nying boat " Canopus" took on the mails and 
completed the night. Damaged mail received a baodstamp on 
arrival at its destination before delivery. My cover bears no 
handstamp nor 1s rhere any damage. However. both the mailing 
date and the receiving date are correct and the front bears the 
stamped insignia of the "Challenger " 

But enough of examples . . . these few should ~nvince you 
that a fascinating field awaits anyone who delves mto it, a~d 
I've only scratched the surface. There are more type I I 
recorded and who knows how many Type ll 's there are in 
collections or boxes of covers just waiting to be discovered. To 
those of you who have some of these covers, either Type I or 
Type II, if you will send me the information or a xerox of ~e 
covers I'll tabulate the data. If enough covers show up I II 
publish a listing. To all of you . . .. good hunting. 

Reprinted from: October 1977 
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Collecting Christmas Seals 
Of Ireland 

bv J ohn } . BlFssington 

Continuing our series of a rticles on 1he "sideline" collections 
of Ireland, 1his month we cover Christmas Seal Col leciing. 

The idea for Chrislmas Seals originaled in Denmark where 
the lirsl seal was issued in 1904. In 1he Uni1ed S1a1es lhe Maryland 
chapter of 1he American National Red Cross Associa1ion issued 
the firsl seal in Maryland in 1907. The following year the na1ional 
office issued seals and has continued ever since. Based on the suc­
cessful 1908 campaign in tihe Uni1ed StaH:s the "Women's 
National Heahh Association of Ireland ( Dublin)" bsucd the firs t 
Irish Christmas Seals in 1909. Unlike 1he U.S. Ireland has no1 
issued seals each year since. However. during 25 of 1hose years 
seals were issued. although those of one year ( 1961) arc not 
iden1ifiablc. 

"Green's Catulog of the Tuberculosis Seals of the World" 
originally compiled by Dick Green in 1936-38, 1hen revised 
through 1965, and revised again in 1973 under the direction of 
Vernon Bressler wi1h the help of various members of 1he "Christ­
mas Seal & Charity Stamps Society" has helped to make collec­
ting these seals more popular each year. The seclion on Ireland 
has been the "bible" for collecto rs of Irish Chris1mas Seals. Con­
sidering Lhe information available the compilers did a remarkubly 
accurate job. So much so, tha~ with the permission o f all panics 
concerned, we will use 1he Green listings as 1he basis fo r the list 
published herein. Green's number wi ll be used as lhcre seems no 
need to create a new numbering system ... those already collect­
ing by Green will thu~ have no difficulty using this lis1. 

In the "Journal of Irish Phila1ely'". Vol. I, No. 3 & 4 was a 
lis ting o f "Irish Erinnophilia" by Bill Mathews - with help and 
advice from F. E. Dixon. When the JOIP ceased publication and 
The Revealer resumed. the a nicle was not c<lmpleted in The 
Revealer but was in ''Irish Phila tely". Journal of the Irish Phila­
telic Circle. Christmas Seals were a part of 1ha t article. Informa­
tion from Bill Ma1hew's list which is later and/or more accurate 
1han Green's wi ll be added. wiLh 1hanks to our new listi11g as wi ll 
information gleaned from his own collccLion by 1he author. 

Through the combined cfforL~ of several people our lisl has 
only one item no1 illustra1ed. The firs1 four seals are taken from 11 

light photo copy furnished by Mike Leonard. The "Toghcrmore" 
sheet was furnished by Bill Mathews(?) & photographed by 
Adrien Boutrelle. The three street 1ags were taken from Green's 
. . . all Lhe rest arc from the author's collection. All illustrations arc 
at 75% of original size except the sheet on Lhe front cover, the 
booklet pane of 12 in 1962 and ttic "Toghermore" sheel of 10 
which are all shown at 50% of original size. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 
NUMBERS are used in Green's. The numbers skipped were lefl 
to cover Lhe years not lis ted in Lhe event more seals were 
discovered. 
D-b CROSS designates the Lo rraine cross adopted as the in1er­
na1ional symbol of 1uberculosi.s work. 
PROGRESSTVE CO LOR PROOFS. "pep" a re made to show the 
sequence ofcolors in printing !he seals. 
QUOTATION MA RKS ""enclose words lhat appear on the 
seals. 
PARENTHESES ( ) enclose dates tha1 tlo not appear on Lhe seals 
and words that have been translated into English 
MEASUREMENT is the size of the design. and not the size of the 
paper it is printed on. Horizonta l measuremen1 is ·always shown 
first, H x. V. 
FORMAT is indicated as "VR", vertical rectangle. or " HR", hori­
zontal rectangle. 
SEPARATION follows usual phila telic descriptions ... "perf" is 
perforation and "roul" is rou lette. 

SHEET & PANE FORMS are listed under sub-numbers "x''. PM 
means tha11herc is a row of' perr or rouls be1ween the ou1er row of 
seals and lhc edge of the s hecl. Sides lis ted as SE arc s1raight 
edged. For example in No. I x 1he lis1ing "6 2xJ SE3S. PMe>T" 
means 1ha1 the pane is made up of 6 stamps arranged in 2 rows of 
3. 1here are straigh1 edges on 3 sides of 1he pane a nd there is a row 
of pcrfs be1wecn the design and 1he margin at 1he top. Olher 
abbreviaiions used a re believed 10 be easily undcrsiood. 

THE CHRISTMAS SEALS OF IRELAND 
Women's National Health Association of lrehrnd 

Dublin 

I. 1909 D-b cross in ovaJ with "Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year": Blue. VR 2 1x25perf11. 

x) booklet pane of 6 2x3 SE3S PM @T 
2. 1909 Country Scene. three farm houses wi1h seiting sun: 

"Christmas 1909"; Blue VR 20x26 perf ll. 
x) booklet pane of 6 2x3 SE3S PM@ T 

3. 1909 "Slainte" (Good J-l eahh) with shamrock and D-b cross 
above: Green and blue, VR 2 lx24 perf 11. 

x) booklet pane of 6 2x3 SE3S PM~ 

11 ~,,,. 
f ' 
-~~ 

· '1 ~!..il2l~I 
•~. 111c.'1rhi.1f1Jf' iii 
.~~ i, .~·-• n·~ -• ... ui. 

4. Gnome with shield of 1he Society by large load s1ool: 
"Xmas 1925" al T; "Health is Wealth" at B; Muliicolor. 
blue margins: VR 28x37 roul 12. 

. I Imprint at B: "Dundalgan Press. Dundalk" in cap~ & lower 
case. 171/!mm long. 

.2 lmprinls as above. but all in Caps. 1911.imm long . 
x) panes of8 4x2 PM4S. 

5. 1926 All Year Seal: Shield of Society with "NWHA" at T. B 
& sides; Blue and green Cir 30mm de. 

Tipperary After Care Association 
(Working in cooperation wi1h the Irish Red C ross Socie1y) 

11. 1937 Rocks of Cashel; "1937" in UL; D-b cros~ & 
" Bcanacta na Nodlag" (Christmas Greetings) a t B: Black & 
red HR J3\h20 roul 7. 

x) sheet of 50 Sx I 0 RM4S. 
12. 1938Armored Knight wilh sword; Date in UL: " Beanactai" 

at B; Red, black & yellow VR 26x40\.l roul 7. 
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Anti-Tuberculosis Section of the Irish Red Cross Society 

21. 1944 D-b cross in hand: Dated; Red, yellow & black VR 
l 8x22 perf I 0. 

x) sheet of 48 8x6 PM4S with inscr . 
. p proof, as 21., but inperf. 
pep set: 1) yellow; 2) yellow.& red; 3)complete design all imperf. 

22. 1945 D-b cross in beam from star. Dated: Red, yellow, blue 
& black VR I 6x22 perf I I . 

x) sheet of 48 8x6 PM4S. 
. p proof as 22., but imperf. 

23. 1946 Triangular shaped seal, D-b cross in center, Dated; Tri 
35x35x28, sides perf 11 . base roul 7. 

.I red, blue &yelJow 

. 2 red, blue & orange 
x) sheet of 60 I 2x5. 

. p I proof, sheet of 36024x15 with white diamond shaped gutters 
running vertically through cenier of sheet, imperf. 

.p2 sheet asp I but perf x roul. 

•• 
24. 1947 Small House at foot of range of mountains, name. Date, 

etc; Black & red HR 28x 15 . 
. I perf 11 
.2 roul 6~ 

x) sheets of 60 6x I 0 SE4S. 
. pi proof, as 24. perf 11 from pane of 10 5x2 wide margins four 

sides . 
. p2 proof, as 24. but imperf pair. 

25. 1948 Large candle latticed window, curtains, D-b cross, date, 
etc; Yellow, red & blue VR 22~x27 perf 11 . 

x) sheet of 606x10 SE4S. 
.p proof, as 25, but imperf. 
pep set: I) yellow; 2) red; 3) I +2; 4) red & blue; 5) yellow & 

blue; 6) complete design, all imperf. 
26. House & trees, 0-b cross & Red Crosses, date etc; Red, yel­

low & black VR 21x25. 
. I perf 11. 
.2 roul 6!.-2. 

x) booklet panes of24 8x3 SE3S P~L. 
y) Booklet: 5 panes of 24; Cover shows large seal to left 

in black. orange & red ; large ·•save Our Seals" in 
black except S 0 S in red; "!.old per seal, 5- per book 
of 120 seals" in red at bouom. 

. p proof as 26. but imperf pair. 
pcpset: I) black; 2) yellow; 3) I+ 2; 4) red; 5) complete design all 

imperf. 

TB Rehabilitation 
(Issued by the "Commiuee rorihe Rehabilitation of the Tuberculosis" 

laier incorponucd as 1he "Rchnbilitalion lns1i1u1c, Ltd.'1 

27. 1954 Five varieties in sheet, each have "T.B. Rehabilitation 
Ireland 1954" in tiny blue letters at B; All are VR 23x28 roul 
9~. 1.500,000 printed. 300,000 sold . 

. I Nativity scene on blue disc; "Christmas Greetings" & D-b 
cross; multi-colored with red background. 

.2 Large red D-b cross & "Nodlais 1954" on green leaf, all on 
yellow background . 

.3 The Three Wise Men, one on a camel; "Season's Greet­
ings" & Star in the sky . 

.4 Same as .2 but white leaf and green background. 

.5 Angel & shepherd: D-b cross & "Christmas Greetings in 
sky 

x) sheet of 60 10x6 arrange din pairs each Line; .I.I; 
.2.2: .3.3; .4.4; .5.5 . 

. p proof sheet as x but on unsurfaced paper. 
pep set: I) red; 2) yellow; 3) red & yellow: 4) green; 5) red, yel­

low & green: 6) blue; 7) complete design. alJ roul 9!h . 

28. 1955 EighL designs all multi-colored, VR 23x28 . 
3,000.00 printed- I ,OOO.OOO sold. 
SET NO. I Designs as 1954 with the date omitted at B. Rout 
9!.-2. 

.I as27.I, lightcrcolors 

.2 as 27.2 but date on leaf changed to 1955 

.3 as 27.3 

.4 as 27.4 but date on leaf changed lo 1955 
SET NO 2. Rout 6~ 

.5 Choir Boy & large D-b cross; "Merry Christmas" in LL; 
' 'Ireland" on boy's surplice . 

. 6 Candle & D-b cross on evergreen boughs; "Happy Christ­
mas" in UL; " .Ireland" at B . 

.7 Shamrock, D-b cross & two holly leaves; " Ireland" in LL. 

.8 Church; D-b cross & "1.reland" in LR; " Merry C::hristmas" 
atT 

x) sheet of two panes, each 48 8x6, upper pane has .S; .6; 
.7; .8; .5; .6; .7; .8 in each row and lower pane has . l.J ; 
.2.2; .3.3; .4.4 . 

pep set: l) ye llow; 2) red; 3) ye llow & red; 4) green; 5) yellow, 
red and green; 6) blue; 7) complete design; a ll roul. 
(7 sets of 8) 
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29. 1956 Six designs. all HR 30x22, roul 4'h. All muhi-color with 
D-b cross and "Ireland." 

. l Shepherd, sheep & star: "Christmas Greetings" in center 

.2 Head of Santa: "Merry Christmas" 

.3 "Happy Christmas" on tree ornament 

.4 C hristmas tree: "Merry Christmas" al bonom 

. 5 Shamrock; "Christmas Greetings" at bottom 
. 6 Three snowflakes; Happy Christmas" al bouom 

x) sheets of 48 8x6; . I .2 .3. I .2 .3 odd rows . .4 .5 .6 .4 .5 .6 
even rows. 

pep set No. I: I) ye llow; 2) red : 3) yellow & red: 4) blue: 5) ye l­
low. red & blue: 6) black; 7) complete design, all imperf. 

pep set No. 2: Same as pep set no. I except all are roul 4'h. 

JO. 1957 Six designs, all HR 33x22. roul 41h. All multi-cotor with 
D-b cross and .. Ireland." 

. I Santa with three packages: "Christmas Greetings'' on two 
packages. 

.2 Angel. Star ''Christmas G r'eetings" on black background 

.3 Two bells. "Merry" on one & "Christmas" on other 

.4 Three white holly leaves & "Seasons Greetings'' 

.5 Three kings on camels. a crown behind each & "Christmas 
Greetings" at the bouom 

.6 Two shepherds looking at Star; "Christmas Greetings" at UL 
x) sheet of 48 6x8 RM4S odd rows . I .2 .3 . I .2 .3; even 

rows .4 .5 .6 .4 .5 .6; sheet imprinted "Mercury Press 
Ltd., Dublin'' 

.7 cellophane envelope: D-b cross in LL: "Issued by Rehabili­
tation Institution- By Using Christmas Seals You Employ 
The Disabled- 6d"; Red HR 63x30 (contained 12 seals) 

pep set: I ) yellow; 2) red: J) red & ye llow: 4) blue: 5) red. ye llow 
& blue: 6) black: 7) complete design, all roul 4Vi.. 

31. 1958 Six designs, all HR 33x22 roul 4 !'2. all multi-color with 
D-b cross and " Ireland." 

. I Three Angels, ''Christmas Greetings'' in sky over city 

.2 Shamrock. 2 holly leaves & "Nodlaig Sona Duit" 

.3 Arms of the four provinces. '"Seasons Greetings" a1 T . 

.4 Three Wise Men looking a t Star over Bethlehem : "Seasons 
Greetings·· at T 

.5 2 S hamrock & Harp & "Christmas" at T & "Greetings" at 
B . 

.6 Winter farm scene with star & "Merry Christmas" in sky . 
x) sbeet of 48 6x8 RM4S odd rows. I .2 .3 . I .2 .3: even 

row~ .4 .5 6 .4 .5 .6. Arranged in 2 panes of24 with 
white guuer in between Inscription in black; "TB 
Rehabilitation'; ''Mercury Press Ltd .. Dublin": 
"Buy and use C hristmas Seals": "'h d each": "2/ a 
sheet of 48" 

.7 Street tag: "Rehabilitation of the Tuberculosis" enclosing 
D -b c ross: White on violet background YR 23x35 imperfon 
thin cardboard. 

pep set: I) ye llow: 2) red : 3) ye llow & retl: 4) blue : 5) yellO\\, 
red & blue: 6) black: 7) complete design. all roul 4 Vi. 6 set.' 
of7. 

32. 1959 Six designs, all H R 37x23 roul 4~~ . All multi-color with 
D-b cross and ''Ireland" 

. I Head of Santa & "A Merry Christmas" 

.2 "A Merry Christmas" on ribbon over bell 

.3 Candle. holly. shamrocks & "Christmas Greetings'' at L 

.4 Church window, candle & "Christmas G reetings" 

.5 Shepherd looking at Star & "Chrisima> Greetings" 

.6 Candle in lantern & "Season's Greetings" in panels over 
landscape scene 

x) sheet size and arrangement same as 3 l.x 
.p proof, as 32.1 10 .6 but im perf in block of 6 
pep set: I) yellow; 2) red; 3) yellow & red: 4) blue: 5) yellow, 

red & blue: 6) black ; 7) complete dl!sign. all imperf on 
unsurfaced paper 

.7 Stree1 Tag: Large D-b cross & "Employ Disabled": Red 
YR 31 x37 imperf, on thin cardboard cut diamond shape 

In 1960 lbc sheets of 1959 were reissued 
33. I 961 Picture sheet of 48 seals. each with "Eire·· or "I re land" 

D-b cross & "1961 ": M uili YR 24x27 roul 4'h 
(sec Front Cover) 

x) sheet of 48 8x6 RM4S 
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. I Cellophane envelope : " Issued by- Rehabilitation 
Institution by using Christmas Seals you employ the dis­
abled" in red and white. D-b cross to left "6d" in circle to 
right. White holly leaves on lhree sides. VR 30xl28 (con­
tained 12 seals) 

pep set: 1) Pale blue; 2) Brown; 3) Pale blue & brown; 4) dark. 
blue; 5) Pale blue. brown & dark blue; 6) red; 7) gold; 8) 
complete design, all roul 4~ 

34. 1962 Six designs in pane. each with "Ireland" at L; D-b 
cross in UR; Multi HR 35x22 roul 6~ 
a) Two Reindeer d) Boy on sled with stocks 
b) Shepherd in manger e) Kneeling shepherd 
c) Man riding camel f) Santa with packages 

x) booklet pane of 12 4x3 RM4S. First row abcd; sec­
ond row cefb; third row fdae . 

. I Ty~ l: " Ireland" in white & bottom of Shepherd's cloak 
solid red on 'b', positions 2 & 8 

.2 Type II : Almost identical to Type I, but two vertical white 
Line on bonom of Shepherd's cloak on 'b' positions 2 & 8 

y) booklets; covers show a snow scene with "Chri.sunas 
seals" to UL; Large D-b cross & outline of man to R 
& "Help us 10 help the handicapped" at B. 

1/-covers with 2 panes of 12 
2/-covers with 4 panes of 12 
4/-covers with 8 panes of 12 

35. 1963 Same designs as 1962 (No. 34) with the following 
changes: 

. I Type m: " Ireland" in light blue on position 2 but white on 
position 8; Shepherd's cfoak as Type I. 

.2 Type IV: Same as Type III , except white lines on bouom of 
Shepherd's cloak positions 2 & 8 as in Type lll. 

y) booklets: Same as 34.y except that " Rehabilitation" 
has been added to cover and printer's imprint "The 
Three candles Ltd .. Dublin" added in the binding 
edge to L. 

36. 1964 Four designs in pane showing family dressing Xmas 
tree, Multi VR 19x24 roul 9~ 

.I Girl; D-b cross in LR; "Nollag" at bottom 

.2 Father; D-b cross in LL: "Christmas" al bottom 

.3 Mother; D-b cross in UR; "Christmas" at bottom 

.4 Son; D-b cross in UL; "Nollag" bottom 
x) booklet pane of 12 4x3SE3S RM@ L. First row. I .2 

.3 .4; second row .4 .3 .2. I; third row .2 . I .4 .3 

4'5. 

s I. 

52. 

53. 

y) booklets: cover reproduces rows I & 2 of pane, third 
row is solid black with "Rehabilitalion" in yellow, 
0-b cross in red & cost in blue. Printers imprint 
" Printed at The Three Candles Ltd., Dublin" in 
binding edge to left Back cover white D-b cross on 
red background 

II-covers with 2 panes 
2/-covers wiLh 4 panes 
4/-covers with 8 panes 

Cork Anti-Tuberculosis Association 

·15 31. 7 32.7 

(?) Street Tag: " Help Fight T.B." superimposed on D-b 
cross. all enclosed by name; Red & black; circle 35mm. die 
cut 

Togennore Re-Ablement and Training Cen ter 
Tuam, Co. Galway 

.!..!..!..!r.!. ---- _.. _ _,_ ----
. .!.·· - ~· .:.. .!.-.!.-' • ' • 1 • • 

" ...,...,. --~-----
1960 D-b cross in white on red background & 1wo green 
holly leaves; "Toghermore Tuam" across center and 
"Merry Christmas" at botton in green; VR 27x33 roul 4'h 

x) sheet of I 0 5x2 
1961 same as SI. except background yellow and cross in red 

x) sheet of JO 5x2 
1962 same as 52. except holly leaves and lettering in blue 

x) sheet of 10 5x2 

Reprinted from: October 1979 
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The Versatile Id Map Stamp 
by John ] . Blessi11gto11 

Dl'\ ig ned by ;\lr j ,11m·\ lngr. 1111 o l (,l,"m" in. Dubli11 a ncJ 
'''urd on Fd1rua" 23. 192:i 1111' Id c.t11111ni· r<l'il' ddi1111t\'t' 
rt'ma11wcl rn u'e for O\l' l 1!'1 ,< .• 11 , Dt11111~ 1h.t11111w11app<·att'd111 
mort· form~ than Jll\ 111lw1 11 1\h \l,1111p '><>mall\ , Ill r.1<1. lh.11.1 
spt•c1alm·d colknron ca11 hi m.ult' ul 1h1\ 11111· \ldlllp th.11 will 
prme bo1h in1eit"s1ing a11d 11·wa1cl111!'( .\!though 'onw ol tlw 
materia l nc·ed1•d 101 \ut h .11ollt'e 110111' 111tlw1.t1t· rJ11·goq •t \t' I\ 
ll'f)l <''<'nl<tll\ t't'Olkni11111.111lw111.tdt• w11h 111.11t·1ial ,ti ll in tt·:uh 
(inane iall)' . 

l.ikt· th<' 0 1hn ddi11111w,. rl11· Id 111,1 appeawd on "SF .. 
wa1rnnark('(I papt'1 :rnd "frnrnd w11h ilw \\';11 1·11na1k nmmal a\ 
w1•1l a;, i11ve rtt"CI. It " .," p111ilt'll 111 , 1i1•1•f\ nl 2 IO imprt';,!> io11' i11 
panes of 120 with a g11111•1 i>1·1 ""'t'll p.1111"' Cu11e1 pairs 1herdme• 
belong 111 ourc o llec 1 io11. \\"ht'll 1hl'f1i' h1011,111ur ion of 1937 c;111w 

in forte: rhe count" ·, 11,111w "'" t hangt·d w Eirt' whit h 
nc·c<•S\llatt'd, 1hre<' ,, .. 11, IJt1·1. rlw t\\11an<I' of ~1 .1rnp papt•t 
" 'att•r m.u J..t-d ·· i:: ·· Out e1111· p1'1111\ 111.ip '"on .1pix·.i.red o n 1lw "''" 
p<ip1•1, a~am bmh w;1111111a1I.. n111111,il a11tl wa11·1111ark mH•rtt'<:I. 

l lnltk1· 1h1' ··SF " H·1,11111 rlu· d.111 · of l \\U (' '' not known ~., 1111 
~ OC.\ :11e mailable. In 1h1· R"' e'illc-t 1.J.111, l!J."111. p~·l I) .I udgt· J11h11 
\\',1"h w1111c· !hill tlw Coll hnl 11·pn111·d 1><1,1111a1 I.. (!::RP) Wi.h 

Ocrnbt'r 21i1h. 19.JO. N111de1cnee10 .1111·.11I1c1 date has hcc:n round 
I lw a111ho 1 would be 1111t·11'\ln l t11 lw:11 ing f10111 a11yo11..tia1 i11ga11 

e·arli t'r rci1<·1. 

Al 1hu11g h 11<11 l i~lt'd ll\ Sco111 lw101 t ,r;i111psol lx11h 1h1···.t;E" 
1111d ··i-:· wa1(·1m;11l. ,hou ld h1• iu t1111 collt-<11on. l'lw I larri,011 
nvc·1p1i111<·d coib 1e·111ai1wtl 111 "'e' i11 \1:1111p \'t·11di11p, mJd1int-, 
un11I l.11 r 111 192 1 \\he'll 1lw lrm 1.1h11' dcfinirin· ro ll ~ 11'pl;11nl 
1lw111 \\"rlliam KJ11e• 1c·pu1rc-cl .1 h-.1d1·1 nl .1 I 2d wiLh a pt•11nl d.111· 
n f :l 1 Ot1ol1<•1 192 l (Rt•\ e-;t ll'1 '>11pp ~ ... I '1: :\latch 1961 , p61 ). Out 
pt'll11\ Ill.II> toil ,,.," "'11t·d ,111111 II I h1·1c·.1l 11·t '>tr1' ,. I hl""' uni rul J.. 
wc11· m.1de ltolll 1<~11 l.11 t.-1w ,11,~·1, th"' .111· 111·1 lu1;11cd on all fow 
,Hie, h111 a11 11l1·1111liahlt I" 1111 r.111 tl1.11 two "l>P"""' '>id,.., h.",. 
lx•1'11 11111111wd :hrough cl11 1w1l111.111011' ( '>c·c• lll u\11a11011.1 

Pan t"\ o f 12() w1·11· f11111"h1·d 10 <1p1·1.11or' \\ hn '' 'J>.11.11e·d llll'm 111111 
\ II i p, .. . I 0 l11gh for \1·1111 .d 1 ll1 J.. .111tl I:! \\' 1111• !111 hrn 110111a I. I ht''t' 
'trip' \\'t'rt' tl1t·11 ioi11nl 111g1'illl'1 111 ,, 1><11 11111 1 111 1111 <'IHI p;1p1•1 
b1·yond llw p<'tfo1:i11011' t n11ll 111 ~ i11 \\' h.11 au· l.1H1\\' l1 :" ·· l""lt' · 
up; . " .., ll IP' wt·11· jo111 .. cl 1og .. 1I 11't 11111tI1 lw •oi l 11·;1< lwd 1 lw cln11 t•d 
ll'tl l(lh ... 180 \l:tmp' '"' l1tll l /tJlll.tl .11111 r.0111111 \t·t1a;il ro ll''·.\ tab 
(\l tlp OC papt'I ) \\' il> IM,l l'l l lrlt\11 Ii l'llll o l 1111"11111 rlw llh1<fr 1t·11d 
1.1b) \\' a' bla11J.. .111d 1h1 ,1,111111g 1,1h ( lt-.1d .. 11 <Jllll"d 1h1• 
inforrn:.1111111 a' 10 rill" <11111t·111' .t11d 11"1 I h1· 1011 ,1.1111p' .ue• 
<t1lkc1nl 111 , 111gln.1111I 111 p.111'"' '"'P' I ht' turl111111'111 "p:"lt'• 
up~" .in 1ulk11tiJ in p.111 ,111 11111~1·1 '11'1>'· ..,1 ,11111"''""•·i1h1•1 tlw 
l1•;u ll'1 rn vnd 1ati- .111 .11 hl'1l .t11 .!1· .. 111-.thk .1111Lt1ltl lCI 1h.-c11lke 11011 

Boul.. lt'l\ a 11d bool.lt-1 IMIH., ·"I' I \\II mrn t• ( ollt'Cla~l e u.'>age' or 
m n l<l 11up. Seem Ii'" hool..1!-1 1>.JtH'' h111 d0<·\ ~oi li>r bookk1s. 
Si1tglt· ~tamp~ from b1111klc-1 p.uw~ •111· 110 11clt'n11f1ablt-11nk5s 1ht') 
h :J\ 't • 1hc w ll'agl' auac lwd "' till' hooJ..kr pam·s shou ld be l Ollt't 11·d 
;I\ full p ;111t•s with lht' -;el .. agt• :111.11 hc-d. 

Cnll<'c 11ng 11tc' hooklt'1; 1h:11 rl w pant'' t rnnc- from ioaca,t's 1hc• 
'e 11p1· o l nut 1olkctio11. 

l'hl' fir" I 1 i, h \l,11111' hoo~l l'I \\ l'lll un .. ak AugU\I :11 . rn:11 . 
,\1111111.i; "' fuur pant'' w:" 0 111• w11h 'Ii. Id map stamps. 3 ' 2 (!'.c 
af)7.\ 1.111d rnu with 1hrt·I' Id t11.1p \l,llllj)\ '""h l htct" labd, all at heel 
(~< a67Bl. All hooklt·1 p.mn "t'll pr1111ed from spe<ial p1i111111g 
pl.11"' wluc h cottu<-tl bor h 11111 mal am! Ill\ t·ncd "a1e1 m.11 I" to 

1· ,1~1 Fwm 1931 111 l!l 10 ll\l·11t ) nl1t' cliffcn•nr hool..lei.. ,,,.n 
p11Kl11n·d w11h tht--.e 1wo pJnn 111 rlw111 1111122-19JO1hc pant· wllh 
th<' :'.\ ,1.11111" and :'.\ l.1lwl.,. emh . appt••llt-tl on 1lw p3JJ1'' 
w.11t·1111.ul..1•d ··i-:·· (S< lllOiB) ,111d 111 #2~· IO rhc LWn mw JWlltl\ 

p.1111·' Wl'll' o n tlw ·· i: ·· wa1c1111:11 J..1·d papl'• (!'.c #1071\ & li ) a' w1•11• 
.di mht•r panes .. ~1a11111g with 1121··1I and1 unning through 11:rn-s:1. 

-"' 

SMYTHS OF BALBRIGGAN 
Famous hosiers 

s ince 1780 

.\111'1 195.~ 0111 Id map wa~ 110 longer in booklet\. Thc late·r 
hool..lt•h , hn \\' up f10111 1i11w Ill li1111· in ,111nio m or 1111 ., pt·ria ll\1 
d1·,il t·I\ Ii" ' bur 1h1· car I ~ lllll'\ w11h dw ha ll pane a rr ld1t·h 'l'l'11 . l1 
'' tloub1l11l 11 a full w lkuiun o l bool..lt•I\ cxi'>t. Clw " Frt·ld 
e11lh-e 111m w.1~11·1 complc•11· 111 hool..ll'b. 

Ike <Jll\t' ol 1 ht' (O'" Ill\ oh c•el 111 1 lw 111111 mg a nd 1r111un111~ ol 
till' h.1ml-1rn111-tl e mh. t''l"'rlllll'IH' we·11· m,1dt' b' 1h1· 11 1\h Pehl 
Ollie I' 111 rlw p1ocluoiun .111tl ""U' of ccm111111mi. coi l 1011~ • • 111 
Wl'tt• n ·1111 .11. In ,\ pn I 193:! rill- Id map w .• , dw fir>ol is~urd or tht')l" 
"'·t.illt'tl ·1·11111<~ coil\'. (!'>1 ~7,\J I l1t top and bo11111n .111 
jll'I l111.111·d 15 ,111d I h t• ,jdt"\ :Ill' llllpt•I l111,11t· 1·~1 C'pl for 11111' holr 011 
C-.IC h ,jtJt- jlh( (x•Jow tilt' lop h1ll l/011l , tl l>l'tfOtillltHl>. !"Jlt'\<• l\\to 

pe1 lt11 :11 ion' w1·rt• 1<1'"1 :I\ ,.:u i<ll' hole' 1 n ;i new \'l't1th 11g mat h1111•. 
1111· t11a1 h1111· p 111n·d 111 h1· t11h111 <l'\\ lul b111 the 1rn11111t1<111\ 

p1i111i11i.: p 1 1 ut·\~ ,,.," 11111\icl1'1t'd \lllll'"li1I 1• 11011.i;h \II th.11 ,, 
'l't Olld e·,p1•1 itll l'lll:ll )II ill! lllg \\'.I\ 111 ,l!k 'IHIH'llllW in jul~ l!J:l J. 
. 1~.1111 pnf I'> ' irn1 wr/ b111 rl11 ' 11111 1" " 11 h11111 the 1'"1 p1•1h 11 11 tl11 
'"I"' I '>e =xn 
No11· 111 tilt' ill11s1rn1ion that th1· ~< 87A "oll t<'n1t·1 to lht· lc·lr ,o 
1h,11 1h1•rc· 1~ a wholt' p1•1 (on lht' 11·1! .111d 11011e· on 1h1• 11.~h1 . I h1' 
~t't'n" w mdicatc: 1ha1 t hl· ~ I.imp' "I'll' It immt'li a h er 1x·1 lc>1 ;i111111 

a 
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As a rcsuh of tht~e two experim<'nt~ ,J 'IX'tial t)peol p11n1ins: 
p1t-ss wa~ devt'lopt'd and a printing from 1h1~ new machint• 
app<'ared wmeum(• 111 1910. By 1his 111111' llw wa1ennark pap<'• "~ " 
was in use. For ~ome reason or ot hc·r 1h1· rwrforations w<·rt• I ~ x 
iniperf (S<" 11105A). l'hC$t' perforation~ didn't ~<'parate well in 1lw 
vt'nding machine~ . Pr oblems re la ting 10 Wnrld War II r;_n1!>rd 
work on the· machine· to Ix· discontinued. Afrer rlw war, 1111 Mai' h 
20rh, 1946. anothc11 priming was marle, this tinw perf 15 x 11111.x·il 
(!>c :t I 05). 

Pan of this issue may have been prinlt'd on a press matk up n( 
cuned plates co111:1111ing single or muhiple \trips ()f eight ' tam I>'" 
Each strip or eight is 0111 or alignment wrth the neighborin~ 'I I ip 
a~ reponed by Fred Dixon. I-le found this m11di11on on some rolh 
but not on all. II i~ 1101 known how ma11y of rhese 'cndks~ C"o tl ' 
rolls were issued but rhe hand-joined mils wcn· soon in u~e al{ain 
and remained in u~t· until the "Animal" definitives were is,11 1·11. 

Following i~ a dwck list of the 111a11y items whid1 could 
appear in a spe< iali1.rd wllcction of the I penny carmine ro~e map 
~•amp. The ba~ic !>co11 number is 11~ed fo1 unlisted item~. 

ON PAPFR WA rER:'>IARK~ I) '"SF'" 
t;C:O IT NO. DESCRIP"l ION 

66 hi rn1m111e rose 
66 
66 
66 
66 
66A 
66A 
66/\ 
f'6B 
66A & B 
1!7t\ 
87 

\\'ffik II\\' 

co il 
coi l pa~tMl lJ pai1 
guu~r pair 
bo<•l..h•t p.uw of Ii 

" "mk im 
3 & 3 lab<·I• 

H N v.•mk Ill\' 
hook lt'h 1'31-I 10 1121 ··IO 
coil l!Jx11111x·rl 2 vrn. rerf~ 
1oil l!1x11111wil no n·n. p..rf, 

ON P1\PHl \\'A n .. RMARl-:H> '" I- " 
'iC.() n ;-;o ot.'>C.RIP n ON 

107 
107 
107 
107 
107 
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Collecting First Day Covers 
By John J. Blessington 

Collecting First Day Covers has become more and more 
popular or late, particularly United States First Day covers. 
More and more research is being done on cachet artists and 
books are being published on the findings. So, perhaps this is a 
good time to take a look atcollecUng Irish First Day Covers. 

It is comparatively easy to acquire cacheted First Day 
Covers for each new issue as it comes out. You can gel them 
from Irish specialist dealers or you can get the "Official " 
F.D.C. from the Post Office in Dublin. But it hasn't always been 
this easy. For many years the Post Office bad no interest in 
"First Days" or philatelists, either, for that matter. Try to put 
together a complete collection of Irish stamps on F .D.C. and 
you 'll have a real bunt on your hands. 

17 February 1922 saw the issue of the first set of Irish over­
prints. First Day cover collecting hadn't started then, but there 
were some collectors who made covers and secured the first day 
cancels. We owe them a debt of gratitude. These pioneer 
collectors also prepared covers for subsequent overprints when 
the issue dates were known soon enough. On some of the issues 
for which we have no issue dates, the "Earliest Reported Post­
mark" <ERP> has been recorded, but there are a few issues for 
which there is no first day or ERP known. 

These early first day covers don' t look much like.the FDC's 
we know today, fort.here were no special cancels and, or course, 
no cachets. They are not inexpensive, it's true, but they are 
available from time to time <note an advertisement elsewhere 
in this issue>. Stamps on piece with first day cancels are some­
what less expensive. It's worth checking aJl overprint covers -
you never know when you 'll make a find. All in all, the over ­
prints offer much for the FDC collector, but it will t.ake some 
work to put together a representative collection. 

Starting with the first definitives CSE watermark> and 
working up to date, a complete collection of covers bearing first 
day cancels can be assembled. Again, some of the early ones 
will be expensive, but dates of issue are known and finds can still 
be made. lllustrated on the front cover of this issue is such a 
find. A few months ago this cover was found in a dealer's box for 
$1.50! ! I Bul you have to know your dates, for these early Issues 
weren 't always identified as First Day of Issue. The Post Office 
didn 't introduce the familiar cachet : 

La a Chead Eisiuna 
First Day of Issue 

until 1949. It first showed up on the " Republic of Ireland" Issue 
( Sc 139-40), although one earlier issue CSc 99-100). the "New 
Constitution Issue" used a special cancel for day or issue. ln­
cidentally, FDC's from this issue, <Sc 99-100) to date seem to be 
readily available, with one or two exceptions. 

During the l930's some collectors Identified covers by ad­
ding the words "First Day" by typing, printing or some other 
means. On the example shown on the front cover, it looks as 
though a rubber stamp was used. This period also saw the 
beginning of the printed cachet on covers. One of the first, if not 
the first , to provide printed cachets was Charles F . Bourke of 
Waterford, lreland. A dealer, he produced covers for his 
customer:;. Although there is no identification in the cachets, his 
distinctive handwriting is easily Identifiable. The earliest cover 
of his that I have in my co!Jection is for the " New Constitution" 
issue of 29 December 1937, although I have an earlier printed 
cachet of his on a SL Patrick's Day cover of 1935. Mr. Bourke 
continued for many years making bolh FDC's and St. Patrick's 
Day covers. Another Irish pioneer First Day cover producer 
was Alf. G. McGann or Limerick, an " Irish Stamp Specialist" 
The earliest cover of his l have is for the U.S. Constitution issue 
of March, 1939. 
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ln the United States, the first and, I think, only cachet 
producer was the late John J . Clark, at least until recent times. 
Starting with the Thomas Moore issue in 1952, he produced a 
cacheted cover ror every issue until his recent death. Also, in 
1952 be started a series or St. Patrick's Day covers which ran 
until 1971 (?). For many years, the weU-known designer of 
American cachets. L. W. Staehle, designed cachets for John 
Clark's " Irish Cachet Covers" service. 

The Air Mails are relatively easy to complete . .. only four 
covers. But pick them up soon, if you don't already have them. 
They are going up in price. I was surprised to see what they are 
selling for on the latest lists. As to Postage Dues, I've never 
heard of any recorded as used on the first day of issue but, who 
knows, perhaps they exist. 

Postal Stationery collectors really have a dlfCicult I.ask if 
they want FDC's. Very little is known about issue dates for a lot 
of the earlier Issues. Often the Post Office didn 't annou.nce the 
new Issues, they were just added to stock and used as needed. 
Many of the dates in catalogs are approximations and much is 
needed to be done to pin point dates of issue. Even today the Post 
Office doesn't do much better. They seem t.o treat Postal 
Stationery collectors as second-class citizens. First Day cachets 
are not available from the Philatelic Section and notice is 
usually short when a new issue is coming out. There aren't too 
many FDC's around of the many new Registered Envelopes that 
have had to be introduced In recent years. 

Ireland, unlike America, doesn 't designate one city as place 
of issue for each stamp. More than one city is authorized to 
apply lhe First Day cachet. Pr ior to 1966, seven towns were 
authorized to use the cachet. Starting in 1966, this was expanded 
to lhirty-eight towns. This number has varied from time to time. 
At present, besides the Philatelic Section in Dublin. aU Head 
Offices will service First Day covers. Most of the FDC's in our 
collections bear Dublin cancels. Most of us are satisfied with 
that one cancel, but It pays to look for other towns ... many of 
the.m are scarce. In the past. The Revuler published lists for 
each s tamp issue, showing the numbers of covers receiving the 
first day cancel al each oUice. There are towns recorded as 
cancelling only one or two covers. These lists were prepared by 
EPA member Michael Leonard, working with the Philatelic 
Section of the Post Office. 

U you are looking for a new collecting field, why nor try 
First Day Covers? 

Reprinted from: January 1979 

WESTPEX Awards 
GOLD: Joe Foley (High Value Overprints), Ed Sullivan 
(Postal History), James Maher (Overprints) 
VERMEIL: Gene Labiuk (GB Used in Ireland), Garvin 
Lohman (Postal History), John Blessington (Revenues) and 
Milte Priestly (Harrison Coils). 
SILVER: Bill Zellers (Railway Stamps, also Impressed Duty 
Stamps), John Brinckloe (Overprints), George lthell (Free 
Franks). John Blessington (GB Postal Stationery used in 
Ireland), Jean MacDonald (Overprints), Peter Bugg (Coils), 
and William Murphey (Air Mails). 
SILVER-BRONZE: Henry Bright (Postal Stationery) and 
William Murphey (Air Mail Acceptances). 
BRONZE: Bolinda Kemper (Provisional Control Letters). 

E.P.A. SPECIAL OFFERS 
The roll11w1ng ium• inny be ordered from Edward .1. Ryen. 4A Churcbwood. Niontic, CT06357, U.S.A. All prico1 Include poalaKa nnd bnndlin •• Make all chocks and 

money orders payable 10 E.J. Ryan 

IRISH OVEJtPRINT IDENTIFIER - A clear plastic overlay to help 
1ort out your overprint issues. With it is a chart rivinr Scott and 
Gibbons numbers and 11n article on ldentifyinr the overprints. 
Price to members $4.50, Non-members $5.50. 

THE ADHESIVE REVENUIE STAMPS OF IRIELAND 1 USl-1121 
James J. Brady'a detailed study or Irish Revenue Stampa. All are In 
easy-to-follow catalog form with many detalla. A must for the Auc­
tion. Members $2.26, Non-members $2.50. 

CATALOG OF THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF DUBLIN C. 1141- IE.P..A. RUBBIER STAMP- The Official Seal or the Association H 
1922 - Soft cover booklet by William Kane. A most informative and seen on the front and all oflicial Society papers has been made into a 
detailed publication for the collector of this phaae of Irish Philately. rubber stamp available to our members. Dreu up your envelopes & 
A must! Members $3.00, Non-members $4.00. correspondence. Pric-e $6.00 to members only. 

IRELAND - CATALOGUE OF PERFINS- compiled and edited by Richard L. Mewbinney. Published by The PerCirui Club - 1984. 
84 pp. punched for 3 ring binder. The Catalogue is designed for use as an album as well as a catalogue. Only ob!!(lrved Perfins are 
catalogued. Also, 2 pages of suspected or previously reported designs. Price to Members S5.50, Non-member& $6.60 

"DllE GANZSACHIEN IRLANDS" (The PoJital Stationery of Irel.and) by Otto Jung. 1984 Edition, 64 pp. Tert in ~rman & Enilish. 
Published by FAI, the Irish Phil:itelic Group in ~rmany. The most specialized and complete listing or Irish postal stationery available. 
Well illustrated. Prices for mint and used ln OM, Ir £ & US $. Members $4.50, Non-members $5.50 by aurface mail. 

ALL PRI CES POSTPAID - Overseas add 504 for air mall. 


