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THE REVEALER Fall 1994 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

••••" ... 
In last issue's President's 

Message, I indicat.ed that the 
EPA would initiate a special 

· me~9,ership recruiting drive in 
the ·Eall . to ex p,and the 
membership•of our Association 
with a view to attaining 1000 
members by the year 2000. I 
promised additional information 
in this issue The Revealer. Here 
it is. 

: . 
The EPA, unlike many other philatelic organizations, is 

currently enjoying an increase in its membership numbers. The 
following table will show membership numbers, as reported in 
the Winter I~sue (or Fall when Winter reports do not exist) of 
.The Revealer fo.r. ttie last few years. , . 

Major efforts iii' recrui~ment mu~~ 1~<; u~derta~en to at least 
revert to the "levels of the rilid-80s and, 1f possible, go even 
hi'ghet' . .To this ~nd the followi.~g t~Q programmes have been 
approved by your B.?ard of Directors. ·1 s~k.your support to 
ensure·their success. 

(Continued 011 next page) 

CHAPTER'"COORDINA TORS 

Com'modore John:Barry-Chapter 
Members reside iq N), NY, PA 
Coordi_nator: D'\vid J. Brennan, . 
PO Box 704, Bemardsvil!e, NJ 07924 

Connecticut Chapter 
Members reside in CT and Western MA 
<:;oordinator: Michael J. Conway, 
74.Woodside Circle. Fairfield CT 06430 

J aines Hoban Chapter 
Members reside in MD. VA, DC 
Coordinatoi':-Roben E. Moskowitz. 
163;4 E. Baltimore St .. Baltimore, MO fl231 

John McCormack Chapter 
Members reside in the greater Boston area 
Coordinator: Peter E. Bugg, 
S Forest St., Franklin. MA 02038 

Lone Star C hapter 
Members reside in Central TX 
Coordinator: William P. McNally, Jr .. 
5034 Casa Oro. San Antonio. TX 78233 

Northern California Chapte.r (NORCAL) 
Members reside in Northern CA 
No Coordinator, writ.e to Mr. Conway 

Rhode Island Chapter 
No Coordinator. write to Mr. Conway 

Southern California C hapter (SOCAL) 
Members reside in Southern CA 
Coordinator: Margare1 Zellers. 
PO Box 52207, Riverside. CA 92517 
..•••••.•.••.••...••..•...•.........•••....•••.•.•.••..... 
The Association Secretary will write the approprfate coordinruor when a 
new member joins the Association and provide the coordinator with the 
name and address of the new member. The role of the coordinator is to 
contact the new member, welcome the member to the Association and 
invite the member to join the local chnp1er. 

••·•••·••····••··••·•••··•••••·•····•·········•···•·•····· 
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Year Number Year Number 

1993 662 1988 657 

1992 613 1987 846 

1991 578 1986 816 

1990 646 1985 820 

1989 NIA 1984 807 

1. Recruiter's Honour Roll. 
Incentives are being made available to current EPA 

members to get them to recruit new members. A recruitment 
contest starts in September 1994 and ends in August 1996. 
Any member in good standing with the EPA who recruits five 
(5) new paid-up members will be given a free one-year 
membership. An additional free one-year membership will he 
given for every additional five (5) new paid-up members you 
recruit. These free one-year memberships will be added to the 
existing membership status of the recruiter. 

The overall top recruiter over the two-year period will be 
awarded a free Life membersrup as long as the member has 
recruited 20 or more new members. 

2. Free Membership Certificates. 
With this issue of The Revealer, you will find a free 

membership certificate which you can band out to any 
prospective new member. The Certificate has an expiry date of 
December 31, I 994. It entitles the recipient to a m one-year 
membership in the EPA. 

New members recruited under this program would not 
count towards the Recruiter's Honour Roll program. 

I invite you to avail yourself of these two recruitment 
programmes to help make your Association a more vibrant and 
exciting society by bringing in new members who will 
contribute to the betterment of Irish philately . 

••••• 
The current issue of Die Harfe brings the sad news of the 

passing of Manfred Dittman (1929-1994). Among his many 
contributions to Irish Philately was the massive tome: The 
Dublin Penny Post published by the FAI in 1992. Our 
sympathies go to his wife Karla and his family. 

••••• 
In my last message I indicated that James Maclcay's 

contribution to Irish philatelic literature had been recognized 
by the EPA's Field Award. Joe Foley wrote and indicated to 
me that the Field award in question was that given to Mr. 
Mackay by our sister organization the Irish Philatelic Circle. 
My apologies to al l concerned for my error. 

••••• 
A new advertising rate structure for The Revealer was 

approved by the Board of Directors. The following table 
shows the former and new price per issue structure. These new 
rates are effective immediately. 

::ilze Fonner Rate New Rate Former Rate New Rate 
(per Issue) (1994.09.01) (yearly) (1994.09.01) 

(per Issue) (yearly) 
Full Page $200 $ 100 $680 $ 300 

Half Page $100 $60 $340 $200 

Quarter Pg $ 50 $40 $170 $ 120 

Ei2ht Pa2e $ 25 $20 $ 85 $60 

••••• 
I am p leased to announce the appointment of William 

O'Connor of Fallbrook, California, as our new Treasurer. Bill 
took over from Peg Zellers during the summer and is hard at 
work with the collection of dues for the 1994-95 year. (This is 
also a reminder to send your renewal in to Bill right now). 
Some members may wonder if thjs is deja vu and they would 
be right to think so. Bill is coming back for the second time as 
the EPA's Treasurer. His previous service to the Association as 
Treasurer spanned the years 1984-1990. 

My heartfelt thanks to Bill for having accepted to take over 
the Treasurer's position again and to Margaret 'Peg' ZeJJers for 
having done an excelJent job in the position from 1990 to 
1994. 

• •••• 
Those of you interested in international exrubits should be 

aware that Philatelic Commissioners have been appointed 
from countries where we have most of our members. CAPEX 
'96 is the first World Philatelic Exhibition to be held in North 
America since 1987. It will be held in Toronto at the Metro 
Toronto Convention Centre June 8-16, 1996. Members 
wishing to exhibit and - I hope there wil1 be many - should 
contact their respective National Commissioner. 

Dr. James P. Mazepa 
P.O. Box 1217 
Oak Park, IL 60304 
USA 

CANADA 

Major R. K. Malott 
16 Harwick Crescent 
Nepean, Ontario 
CANADA K2H 6Rl 

GERMANY 

Mr. Wolfgang Fendler 
Im Dammwald 19 
D-61381 Friedrichsdorf 
GERMANY 

Dr. Roger G. Schnell 
4800 N.E. 20th Terrace 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308 
USA 

1RELAND 

Mr. Geoffrey McAuley 
24 Nutley Avenue 
Dublin4 
IRELAND 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Mr. Anthony J. Brander 
l 0 Garden Close 
East Grinstead 
West Sussex RH19 4JS 
GREAT BRITAIN 

••••• 
(Continued on page 30) 
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That Was The Year That Was -
1993 

(Commuedfrom lasr i.ssue) 

by Brian Warren 

SOUVENIRS AND POSTMARKS - REPUBLIC OF 
IRELAND 

3 April - IPTA/An Pos t ~~,r,CEA~~ 
Collectors' Road Show, • m1,-
Letterkenny: The show R "g,_, 
was held in the Mount ~ 
Errigal Hotel. Pone I of the 0, ;; 
"Impressionists Paintings" ~ ~ ."5' 
Prestige Booklet . was \S'-'9c>AOS~ 
numbered and overprm1ed 
in black with the An Post nnd l.P.T.A. logos together with lhe 
wording "Leuerkenny Regional Show 3 IV 1993". Cost 
I.R£1.50. In addition, the separated back and front covers of 
the same booklet were overprinted "Regional Stamp 
Fair/Philatelic Card No. I (inside back cover) or No. 2 (front 
cover) Total printing of 300 of each item less spoils. The 
special postmark incorporated the town's crest/arms. 

17 April • IPTA/An Post 
Collectors' Road Show, 
Mullingar: The one-day 
show was held in the 
Greville Anns Hotel. Pane 3 
of the "Irish Impressionists" 
Prestige Booklet was 
numbered and overprinted in 
black with the An Post and J.P.T.A. logos together with the 
wording "Mullingar Regional Show 17 IV 1993". Total 
printing of 300 less spoils. Cost IR£1.50. There was also a 
special postmark which incorporated the town's crest/arms. 

1 & 2 May - Irish International Coin, Stamp and 
Collectables Fair: This annual show was once again beld at 
the Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, Dublin. The organisers 
issued two small format cartoon black/white postcards which 
incorporated an illustration in red of the show logo - 35p per 
card. The logo was to be incorporated into a special postmark; 
however, as An Post did not take a stand this year, the 
cancellation was not available. The logo incorporated a 
portrait of Charles ll taken from a shilling of 1680, the year 
the Royal Hospital was founded. The logo/portrait was also 
incorporated in a specially prepared CallCard prepared for the 
show. 

In addition, one of the stamp dealers attending the show 
obtained permission from the organisers to overprint the Ip 
postage due sheet with the official logo in green; in addition, 
the numbered sheets bear an inscription in black which reads 
"Irish International Coin & Stamp Fair. Dublin 1-2. May. 
1993." Total printing of 400 less 17 spoils, net 383. Cost: 
IR£2.50. 

15 May - IPTA/An Post 
Collectors' Road Show, 
Cork: The one-day show 
was held in the Imperial 
Hotel. Pane 2 of the 
"Impressionists Paintings" 
Prestige Booklet was 
numbered and overprinted in 
black in similar manner as for the Mullingar show with the An 
Post and l.P.T.A. logos and the wording "Cork Regional Show 
15 V 1993". Total printing of 300 less spoils. Cost IR£1.50. 
The special postmark incorporated the city's crest/arms. 

15 & 16 August - IPTA/An Post Collectors' Road Show, 
Tralee: The ~how was held in lhe Grand Hotel. Pane 4 of the 
"Impressionists Paintings" Prestige Booklet was numbered and 
overprinted in black in similar manner as for the previous 
shows with 1he An Post and I.P.T.A. logos and the wording 
"1993 Summer Regional Show" - note no reference to Tralee 
or show date. Total printing of 300 less spoils. Cost: IR£2.00. 
The special postmarks incorporated the town's crest/arms. 
Same design used for both days. 

25 September · IPTA/An s'--\GE4c..y 
Pose Collectors' Show, ~ • 
Sligo: The annual show :::_..! m ~~ . ~. 
was held in the Silver Swan ~ , 
Hotel in collaboration with 
the Sligo Philatelic Society i

0 
~ 

who have organised all .5'.1.t. "?<-:> 
previous shows at this Ow • 
venue. The local Society produced a numbered booklet ( l 00) 
in similar format to prior years containing the definitive strip 
from 1he 1991 Maritime Fishing Fleet Prestige Booklet. Cost 
lR£2.50. The TPTA/An Post souvenir was a numbered 
overprint on the first pane from lhe 1992 Greetings Booklet 
(300) incorporating the An Post and I.P.T.A. logos and the 
wording "Sligo Regional Show 25-IX-93". Cost; IR£1.50. The 
postmark differed from prior years and shows the Sligo Coat 
of Arms in the same style as previous IPTA/An Post Shows. 
However, as you will note from lhe illustration, lhc wording 
refers to the "Sligo Philatelic Show" (rather than the 
CoUcctors' Road Show). No special cover available. 

2 October • Cork Philatelic 
Exhibition: This was the 
25th anniversary exhibition 
of the longest running annual 
stamp show. Held as usual in 
the Imperial Hotel, Cork. 
The numbered booklet (300) 
contains a se-tenant pair of 
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the 32p Swimming stamps. Cost: IR£1.50. Special cover 
available depicting Shandon Steeple. The postmark features a 
dividing board. 

28 to 31 October - Stampa '93: The souvenirs were 
distributed to members prior to the show on 20 October. The 
exhibition was once again held in the Riverside Centre, Dublin 
2. Members received a numbered Orchids miniature sheet with 
a red overprint "Stampa '93" (431 produced). Subscription: 
IR£12.50. The general souvenir was a similar blue numbered 
overprint on pane 2 from the ''Impressionist Paintings" 
Prestige Booklet. Cost: IR£3.00. A total of 1,100 copies were 

produced and sold. However, production was split into two 
identifiable printings - 1 st printing: sheets l to 800; 2nd 
printing: sheets 80 I to 1,100. The positioning of the overprint 
for the second printing differs slightly; the gap between 
Starnpa '93 etc. and the adjoining painting of the "Convent 
Garden, Brittany" by William J. Leech, is approximately 6mm 
as compared to 5mm for the first 800 sheets. In addition, in the 
2nd printing, there is a constant white spot at the top of the 
figure "9" in '93. The additional overprinting was by Mahons 
Printing Works for both souvenirs. The catalogue contained a 
detachable centre double page which incorporated illustrations 
of the four special postmarks and a blank space for the general 
souvenfr which couJd then be cancelled by any of the show 
cancels. The total sales of 1,100 sheets compares with 697 last 
year, and is the highest sale total for a Stampa general 
souvenir since 1984. 

An Post issued a set of four exhibition cards on the opening 
day of the show. They were a "first" in that the imprinted 
stamps differed for each card. The four themes, stamps, and 
matching postmarks were as follows:-

28 October: Conradh na Gaeilge/32p stamp/Centenary logo; 

29 October: European Year of Older People and Solidarity 
between Generations/28p Royal Hospital Donnybrook 
stamp/European Union Stars; 

30 October: Youth and Philately (Children's Day)?32p Love 
StampNoyager Stamp Club logo; and 

31 October: Transport/32p CIE Leyland Titan stamp/CIE logo. 

The stamp designs were as per the sheet issues except the 
figures of value were deleted and replaced with the words 
"Postage Paid/Pastas foctha" below the stamp design area. The 
blue colour of the Love stamp design is lighter than in the 
sheet design. I understand that this was necessary for technical 
reasons. Cost: 32p per card. 

The four cards were overprinted for the Awards Dinner held at 
the Royal Dublin Hotel with details of the venue (obver5e) and 
the menu (reverse). Twenty five sets were produced and 
postmarked with the exhibition cancel of 30 October. 

A small number of mint sets of cards were overprinted on the 
obverse side with a single line green overprint "Stampa Team 
1993" and signed on the reverse by the organising Council 
chairman - John Fitzsimons. Single cards of this latter .type 
were distributed to the volunteer helpers at the show. 

6 November - IPT A/ An 
Post Collectors Show, 
Waterford: The show was 
held in the Tower Hotel. The 
second pane (300 printed, 1 
spoiled) from the 1992 
Greetings Booklet was 
numbered and overprinted in 
simjlar manner as for the Sligo show with the An Post and 
I.P.T.A. logos and the wording "Waterford Regional Show 6-
XI-93". Cost: IR£1.50. The spetial postmark featured 
"Reginald's Tower as per 1992. 

20 November - IPTA/An 
Post Collectors Show, 
Galway: The show was held 
in the Great Southern Hotel, 
Eyre Square. The first pane 
from the 1992 European 
Single Market Prestige 
Booklet was numbered and 
overprinted with the An Post and I.P.T.A. logos together with 
the wording "Galway Regional Show 20-XI-93". (300 printed, 
278 issued, numbers up to 315 exist). Cost: IR£2.00. The other 
three panes from the same booklet wiU be overprinted in 
similar manner for the 1994 shows in Dundalk, Kilkenny, and 
Limerick. The postmark once again featured the Galway Coat 
of Arms. 

OTHER SPECIAL POSTMARKS AND CACHETS 

I set out below details of special postmarks and cachets noted 
other than the exhibition items referred to above. None of the 
postmarks were given advance notice by the philatelic bureau. 

15 to 28 January • Single European Market Stamp 
Exhibition: An exhibition of original artwork for stamps 
issued by E.C. member states to mark completion of the Single 
European Market, was on view at the G.P.0., Dublin during 
the period 15-28 January 1993. The exhibition was opened in 
Brussels on 12 November. The artwork was then displayed in 
London before being transferred to Dublin. The exhibition was 
displayed in the remaining member states during 1993. 
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* * * Baile Atha Cliath 

* * * * 15 - 30 January 1S95 

* * * * * Single European 
Market Stamp Exhibition 

A special cachet applied in blue or black was available from 
the philatelic bureau counter during the period of the 
exhibition. The cachet was also used as a postmark. Although 
the wording refers to "15-30 January 1993", the exhibition was 
dismantled on the morning of 29 January, as I found to my 
dismay, when I visited the G.P.O. later the same day. 

20 March - Youth Philatelic 
W or ks hop, Callan , Co. 
Kilkenny: St. Brigid 's 
College, Callan. organised 
this event with the help of An 
Post and the British Philatelic 
Trust. A special postmark was 
available. 

3 Apr il - Aer Lingus • 
Shannon to Zurich: A new 
scheduled service co m­
menced on this route on 3 
April and was marked by a 
special bandstamp used at 
Shannon P.O. 

16 May • Translift Airways 
Round the World Flight: A 
special handstamp was used 
in Dublin on mail carried on 
this flight. I have also seen an 
arrival cachet used on some 
covers. 

30 May • Translift Airways. 
Dublin/Shannon/Los 
Angcles: A new scheduled 
service was inaugurated by 
Translift Airways on this 
route commencing 30 May. A 
spec.ial post mark was 
available on the outward 
flight. 

V:l?.~ 
Carroll~ 
~w 1~u •m:~ ~ tJ.HIC Atvo . 

~\.: '1/A . <O' - . v 

1 • vu . 1993 
Ill 

~J.CAllllOLL 
.... ..... r.~ . , ' 

30 J une to 4 July • Carrolls I r ish Open Golf 
Championship, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny: The annual 
Irish Open Golf Championship found a new home this year at 
the Jack Nicklaus-designed Mount Juliet course. A temporary 
post office was on site and facilities we.re provided on the Pro­
Am day (30 June) and during the Championship (1-4 July). A 
similar rectangular postmark in black was available on all five 
days. Nick Faldo (GB) won the event for the third year 
running. The 1994 Irish Open will be held at the same venue, 
but with a new sponsor, "Murphy's", a Cork-based producer of 
Irish Stout. The same finn already sponsors the English Open. 

BAILE ATHA CLU\TH 

~niversol 
Podal Union 

Vlo rld P()sl Ooy 
9 . x. 1993 

World Post Day: A large rectangular postmark was used in 
Dublin on 9 October for this annual U.P.U. event. 

SLOGAN POSTMARKS 

There were only two new slogans noted during 1993. The last 
year with only two new slogans was 1987. 

THE GIRLS' BRIGADE 

CENlENARV 

1893 . • 1993 

308 "THE GIRLS' BRIGADE/CENTENARY/1893 - -1993" . 
One die used in Dublin (0) during July. 
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t·llnBe~ 
\.'PJ of Depression 

309 "BE AW ARE OF DEPRESSION". Used in Cavan, Cork 
(? - see note below), Dublin (B, E, G I, G2), Dundalk, Galway, 
Limerick, and Waterford during September generally, but until 
November in Cavan. Note that there were two separately 
identifiable G dies in use in Dublin during the year. 

Cork has one of the new machines with two canceUer dies. If 
sorting is prior to cancelling, as in Dublin, local mail may have 
received this slogan. 

FLIGHT COVERS 

29 March: First flight by Aer Inter - Dublin to Paris. A special 
cancel was available. 

3 April: First night by Aer Lingus - Shannon to Zurich. 
Special cancel used. 

16 May: Translift Airways Round the World Flight. A special 
handstamp was used on mail carried on this flight. Covers 
carried bear numerous transit markings. I have also seen an 
arrival cachet used on some covers as illustrated earlier under 
Other Postmarks. 

30 May: First flight by Trans lift Airways -
Dublin/Shannon/Los Angeles. A special postmark was 
available on the outward flight. 

6 September: First flight by Loganair - Dublin to Manchester. 

2 November: Dublin to Tel Aviv, carrying Irish UNIFIL 
troops by Air Fronce. 

8 November: First flight by Ryanair - Dublin to Birmigham. 

30 Nov: First flight Dublin Lo Newquay by Air Southwest. 

FOREIGN ST AMPS AND POSTMARKS WITH IRISH 
ASSOCIATIONS 

Three 1992 items not referred Lo last year, including a French 
slogan, are listed below. ( would refer readers to Alan Kane's 
excellent articles for Northern Ireland cancels and slogans, and 
British postmarks of Irish interest. 

Burundi: A set of two stamps (SG 1555/6), issued on 29 
March 1993, marked the establishment of the European Single 
Market. The 130f. value (SG1555) features the flags of the 
member states including Ireland. 

France - Slogan Cancel : Trim, Co. Meath, was twinned wi~ 
Etrepagny in June 1989. A slogan cancel dated 29-.10-92, in 

use in Etrepagny, was recently seen by the author. Tnm Castle 
is featured at the top right of the slogan. 

Grenadines of Grenada: An eight-value set (SG1587/94) 
issued on 20 January 1993, features "Dogs of the World" in 
their native countries. The 35c. value (SG1587) features an 
Irish Setter and Glendalough (Co. Wicklow). Not yet seen by 
the author. 

Italy: A sheetlet of twelve stamps (SG2182/93), was issued on 
20 January 1993, to commemorate ~e establis~ent ?f ~e 
European Single Market. The marg10s bear an mscnpt1on 
"Europa Uoita", the stars of the European flag, and a map of 
the European Union countries. Each Lire 750 stamp represents 
one of the European Union countries (including Irel~d -
SG2 J 88) and are in common design of a range of sty.b_sed 
buildings bearing the flags of the member states. ~ addition, 
each individual stamp bears the flag of the appropnate country 
in the foreground, together with text in the appropriate 
language. 

Montserrat: A set of seven stamps, issued together in sheetlet 
form on September 7, 1993, commemorates the 500th 
Anniversary of the Discovery of Montserrat. The $3.45 value 
features the Columbian fleet, and marks the arrival of lrish 
Catholics from St. Kitts and Virginia who settled on the island 
between 1628- 1834. This set is a re-issue of a sheetlet 
(SG869n5) issued on 16 January 1992, marking the 500th. 
anniversary of Columbus's discovery of the Americas, with 
new values and inscriptions. I'm unsure as to whether the 
original $3 value (SG875) or the new stamp actually refer to 
the Irish connection, as I have yet to see either set. 

Pakistan: A set of three 
stamps (SG86 l/3), was issued 
on 27 April 1992, to mark 
Pakistan's victory in the 
Cricket World Cup final 
against England at Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. The trophy 
by Waterford Crystal is 
featured on each stamp. The World Cup of Cricket Trophy 
was one of a number of such trophies which were exhibited at 
the Crystal Champions exhibition of sports trophies held in the 
Hugh Lane Municipal Gallery of Modem Art, Parnell Square, 
Dublin l, during early 1993. 

San Marino: A sheetJet of twelve stamps (SG MS1458), 
issued on 26 May 1993, portrays Europe as a united village. 
On the side and bottom margins, the words "Europe, A 
Village" are inscribed in the languages of the twelve European 
Union countries. The top margin depicts San Marino and the 
stars of the European flag. Each Lire 750 stamp represents one 
of the twelve countries. The Ireland stamp features a woman 
with a barrel and a cane, an Irish village, and the Four Courts 
in Dublin. 
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United Nations: In my 1992 article, I referred to the Alfred 
Seit Collection and, in particular, to a painting "Letter Writing 
a Letter with her Maid" presented to the National Gallery of 
Ireland featured on a 29c U.N. stamp which was stolen some 
years ago. I'm pleased to report that it was among a number of 
paintings from the collection recovered during 1993. 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

~~ 

·~ 
·~ 
EUROVIS ION 
SOI$ ( t•TUT•" lt l U t 1 1 J • lt t ') 

15 May - Eurov:ision Song Contest, Millstreet, Co. Cork: 
The 1993 contest was held in Millstreet on 15 May. No post 
office facilities or special postmark were provided_ Covers do 
exist cancelled with the normal C.D.S. of the local office -
"Straid An Mhuilinn''. Some covers also bear, in addition, a 
three-colour cachet used generally by rhe organisers and 
bearing the competition logo. The cachet was not applied by 
the post office. 

PostSbop Postcards: As referred to in my 1992 article, An 
Post has designated certain offices as "PostShops". The 
"PostShops" sell a variety of general stationery items. In 
addition, they have sold since 1992, ordinary picture postcards 
with a "PostShop" logo on tbe reverse. The cards are 
numbered in the stamp space. Most cards are of general 
unnamed views (20p per card). There are eight "PostShops'' at 
present - Ballinasloe, Carlow, Cavan, Clonmel, Mullingar, 
Tuam. Westport. and Wexford. However, during 1993, I 
noted the cards on sale at three other non-PostShop post 
offices - Bray, Clifden and IGnsale. To date, l have been able 
to accumulate a total of 29 cards with various numbers 
between 2 and 36. The complete selection is not on sale at any 
one office. Numbers not yet seen are l, 19, 20, 27, 33, 34, and 
35. Details of any other offices selling cards or any additions 
to the numbers noted are welcome. The named views are 
Ballintuber Abbey, Co. Mayo (15); Cavan Town ( 17); 
Ferrycarrig Castle, Wexford (21); Clifden (23); Rock of 
Casbel (25); Poulnabrone Dolmen, Co. Clare (31); and Eyre 
Square, Galway (36). 

E.$ .8. Stamped to O rder Postcard : In May 1993, the 
Tallaght, Dublin 24 office of the Electricity Supply Board, 
used a stamped-to-order postcard to inform local customers of 
an interruption of supply. The cards are rouletted top and 
bottom, and are provided in roll form for use with a computer 
printer. The cards bear the normal "Postage Paid" indicator as 
used on normal An Post postcards. This was the first known 
use of the cards which were available since I 991. Envelopes 
have also been noted from their central office in Fleet Street, 
Dublin 2 with the Postage Paid indicator as used on official An 
Post mail. 

Ra ilway Preservation Society or Ireland Issues: The IWO 

1990 sheetlets (Republic of Ireland) were overprinted (in Irish) 
during 1993 for use in connec1ion with designated journeys as 
follows:-

4 July: Dublin/Athlone/BalUnasloe; 

21 August (postponed from 24 July): Dublin/Wexford/ 
RossJare Harbour. 

Total face value of IR£3.30 per sheetlet. The two RPSl 
Northern Ireland issues and the Downpatrick & Ardglass 
sheetlet were also overprinted for use on specific journeys in 
Northern Ireland. The joint RPSI/Downpatrick & Ardglass 
sheetlet was not overprinted. Each of the Northern Ireland 
sheetlets has a face value of STG£ 1.50. 

I 

Postage Paid 

16 November - An Post 
Diary for 1994: The 167 
page, large format, diary is 
well produced and includes a 
selection of original artwork 
from a wide range of previ­
ous stamp issues. One of the 
better ideas from An Post. 
The protective cardboard 
packaging incorporates a 
black print of the sheetlet Christmas stamp design with value 
omitted, but with postage paid added below the design (but not 
Postas Ioctha). Cost: lR£10.95. 

Novem ber/December • An Post Christmas Cat ds: The 
general card features the 28p sheetlet stamp design ("Flight 
into Egypt") printed on transparent paper showing through a 
cut-out chapel window. Deposit account holders with the 
philateHc bureau received a larger card which reproduced the 
same design. Inside, one of the stamps was affixed and 
cancelled with tbe pictorial first-day postmark. A Christmas 
greeting from the bureau was also printed inside. The same 
card, with a different printed message, was also sent to all 
members of the Voyager Club. 

D ecember - Santa Christmas Envelope: The 1993 postage 
paid envelope featured the prior year design of Santa in a 
sleigh pulled by three reindeers with a pre-printed "North Pole 
Christmas" postmark in red, again the same as for 1992. 

CONCLUSION 
Once again, t wish to thank my many philatelic friends for 
their help in producing this article and, in particular, Maurice 
Barrett, Jim Derwin, Tony Finn, Heinz. Grunz., Otto Jung, John 
Lennon, Prank McDonald, John Mullen. Tony Quigley. David 
Turner, Gunter Vogt, Ian Whyte, and Bill Zellers, for theLr 
never-ending patience in answering my queries and providing 

much valuable information. + 
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Jean Lois Macdonald 
EPA #1203 

June 14, 1931 - June 21, 1994 
by Les Winick 

EDITOR'S NOTE: A number of our members in the 
Chicago area wrote to me abo11t Jean Macdonald. I pick the 
one article most descriptive. My sincere thanks to all who 
wrote in. I hope none will take offense at my choice. 

Jean found philately in her late 30's when she helped a 
neighbor soak and sort stamps for several youth groups. She 
joined the Austin Philatelic Club. Gennany Philatelic Society, 
Chicago Philatelic Society and the APS. Somewhere along the 
line, she got hooked on Irish Overprints. She also collected 
Irish Mileage Marks, Irish Postal History, Scottish Postal 
History, Un-overprinted Provisionals of Germany and a 
windmill topical collection. Her national exhibits won her 
vermeils and golds. At LONDON '90, she took an 
International Silver. 

Jean toured Lundy Island in 1987 as part of a contingent of 
seven Lundy specialists. In 1990, she accompanied her exhibit 
to London and then toured Scotland and Ireland while in a 
wheelchair. Later that year, she was in Friedrichhafen for the 
first Germany Pllilatelic Society Salon followed by two weeks 
touring Germany. 

Her goddaughter wrote, "The power and ability lo be 
strong, to love myself and to believe in myself, to accept help 
from others, I owe to Jean. My desire to succeed, even though 
J am a female, came from her (Jean never let it stop her!). 
Most important - don't give up. Jean is survived by her 
husband Austin Dulin, goddaughter Tracey Dazzo, an aunt, 
several cousins, nieces and nephews. + 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Editor, 

July 25, 1994 
Fairfield, CA 94533 

In 1950 when I joined the E.P.A. the members were issued 
a booklet of the by-laws, included, therein, was a roster of the 
membership - I still have mine. The members tol.aled 176. 

Upon receiving the 1994 roster, I went through the list to 
see how many early birds are left. I found 5 of us listed as 
follows. # I William Hickey, now a life member, #2 Neil 
Stack, now L2, #67 Richard Swords, charter member, #105 
Michael Giffney, now LOI05. (Irish member), #1 14 William 
Scheetz, now LI 14. My apologies if I missed any one. 

Thank you, 

Richard Swords 
EPA #67 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
June 27, 1994 

Dear Editor. 

I am writing in response to Mr. Dulin's article concerning 
the origin of Ireland Scott 68b. First, I thought that the article 
was fairly comprehensive, well-researched and completely 
fallacious. Mr. Dulin's principal theory is that the stamp may 
have been forged. What he fails to answer is why. Almost aJI 
forgeries are for monetary gain and even Mr. Dulin does nol 
allege that here. No stamp was reported until 3 years after 
issue and almost all copies are used. His thesis appears to be 
that some collector intended to play a prank on Irish collectors 
by creating an "undetected forgery". This of course defies all 
logic since it would have been costly to forge the stamp and to 
what purpose. l f the forger wanted notoriety then he would 
have made certain that the stamp appeared in the market at a 
more rapid pace rather than LrickJing down over many many 
years. If the stamp were forged and the reason was not 
monetary gajn (certainly the small number of both used and 
unused copies could not have been lucrative if sold at face). 
how were so many copies used? Did the forger mail numerous 
letters to himself from various locations? Did he set up a kiosk 
and sell the stamps to the public or maybe collectors? Did he 
operate through the post office? 

AJthough I am not as prescient as Mr. Dulin, my hypothesis 
and it is only a hypothesis is that the stamp was issued at the 
direction of the Irish post office. It was the last of the coil 
stamps and some time after the printing was authorized the 
government decided to discontinue issuing coil stamps. 
Although the ld coil was issued at a later date with a different 
watermark, no subsequent issuance occurred of the l/2d and 
2d coils. Perhaps after the stamps were printed the government 
decided that the stamps should not be sold and tried but did 
not completely succeed in preventing the release and sale of a 
very small number. The release of a very small number of this 
issue would have been embarrassing to the government and 
this is probably the reason that there has been no discussion in 
the postal archives. On a more contemporary note, there was a 
leakage of the withdrawn Pickett stamp from the U.S. Legends 
of the West series despite the U.S. government's attempt to 
prevent this. If my hypothesis is correct, then why was there 
no pubHcity? The reason is that Ireland in the I 930's was a 
much less open society than America in the 1990s and it 
would have been much easier to conceal the goof by the Irish 
post office. 

Mr. Dulin in hi.s article questioned my motives. First, let 
me assure him that I have no cache of Ireland 68b in my 
possession (I wish I did) and that the resolution of this issue 
will not affect me financially one way or another. However, 
there is a personal reason for my concern. I have been a 
collector for 40 years. I am concerned that whenever there is 
an error or variety, the first reaction is that it is a forgery or 
that there is some shenanigan involving posl.al officials. If we 
accept such conclusions, the interest in stamp collecting will 
greatJy diminish. I have a very extensive stamp collection. 
There are probably forgeries in my collection, but hopefully 
very few. I am concerned when the first reaction to a rare 
stamp is that there has been some unsavory occurrence whjch 
resulted in its issue. A recent experience will illus trate this 
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point. Beside collectjng Ireland, I also collect stamps from the 
Baltic states. Recently, I purchased a pair imperforale 
between. The stamp was issued al the time when Lithuania had 
just become independent and the issuance of s tamps was very 
primitive. A perforation error of lhis son, therefore, should not 
have been very surprising. The dealer from whom 1 purchased 
the pair, however, assured me that it was a deliberate error. 
Human error appeared to him not in the realm of possibility. 

No more theories Mr. Dulin. We all know that the stamp 
was issued by Marilyn Monroe as a publicity gimmkk. 

Sincerely, 

Jack Feldman #2316 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This has been a11 absolutely superior 
exchange a11d I would hope that we could have more of this 
type of interaction between our members. 8111, there is a 
communicatio11 problem here that needs to be addressed. Dr. 
Dulin. in his article, stares very clearly thlJf his research Is 
'incomplete'. that he is using the 'scientific method'. Jack 
Feldman fails to unders1a11d this approach. 111 the scientific 
method of problem solving. the first thi11g you do is postulate a 
plausible theory. Then, you set about researchin~ and testin~ 
the theory to either prove or disprove it. The orlg111al theory is 
just that - only a theory. There is nothing wrong with theories 
in and of themselves. 8111 whether the 68b is a forgery will 
remain a theory and subject to debate until Dr. Dulin or 
someone else can establish its status as fact. To do this, Dr. 
Dulin must address all of the things that Mr. Feldman poses 
and others questions to expose fact or fiction. Tile day we stop 
poswlating theories and researchi11g them is the day philately. 

and any other science for that marrer, dies. Let's not do that. 'II-

President's Message 
(Continued from page 23) 

Enclosed with thjs issue of The Revealer is the prospectus 
and entry fonn for WESTPEX '95. This is the thi rty-sixth 
annual philatelic exhibition of the Association for Western 
Ph.ilatelic Exhibitions, Inc. who is our host for the EPA's 45th 
anniversary Annual General Meeting and Convention. 

I urge you to enter early and exhibit so that we may have a 
large display of Irish material al our Convention. Your support 
would be greatly appreciated. Your attendance as well. More 
information will be forthcoming in a future issue of The 

Revealer. + 

REVEALER DISTRIBUTORS 
PART I 

The Revealer, the quarterly journal of the ~ire Philatelic 
Association Inc. (International). is one of the basic source.'> of 
information for philatelists who specialize in Ireland. This 
journal goes to Libraries, other philatelic organizations, as well 
as to members throughout the world. Such a far flung 

readership covers 
many, many, postal 
jurisdictions and 
necessitates several 
methods of 
distribution so as to 
do so in an 
economically viable 
manner. These 
articles will attempt 
to describe how The 
Revealer. once 
printed. is senl LO 

the many parts of 
the world. This time 
we will focus on 
how it gets to its 
various readers in 
Europe. 

Pat Ryan. The Re11ea/er 
editor and publisher. 
packages small quantities of 
the journal with envelopes 
and prepared address labels. 
so as to meet postal size and 
weight requirements and 
takes them lo his post office 
for air mailing 
to Europe. The ones for Irish 
destinations go to Vincent 
Kelly in Dundalk and those 
destined for other European 
countries are sent to Michael 
Priestley in Edinburgh. These 
two members then apply their 
local postage in the correct 

Michael Priestley 

Vincent Kelly 

amounts, take the envelopes to their post offices and The 
Revealers are on their way agajn to their final destination. 
Vincent Kelly and Michael Priestley have performed these 
tasks for some years. as a service to the members and the 
association. Otto Jung did do it for Germany until their postal 
rates changed and it was no longer economical lo use the 
system there. Priestley now does all of Europe. We all owe 
them a large "Thank You!" So you'll recognize them, should 
you see them at a stamp meeting or exhibition, here are 
photographs. 

Next Lime we'll tell you how The Revealer gets to Canada, 
around the USA and to such places as Australia and South 
Africa, and you'll meet the persons who do that fine work. + 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
New Members 

New members are accepted subject to no objections received within 45 days of 
publlcatlon. 

#2424 Charles E. Deusner, 1704 North Valrico Rd .. Dover, FL 33527 
#2425 Donald D. Cullen, 11532 Baggett SL, Garden Grove, CA 92640 
#2426 Kalhleen Hartnett, 10 Temp<i Road, Levi1town, PA 19056 
12427 Dorothy Paces. 1611 Central SL, YO!klown HelghlS, NY 10598 

Reinstatements 

#1704 John J. McGeough, 4806 Drew Forest, Humble, TX n346 
#2199 Wallace A. Craig, P.O. Box 3391. Fullerton, CA 92634 

(See "Report" on next page) 
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Vincent Linnell A ward 
by B. B. Zellers 

The members, by their vote, have chosen "The Mulready -
Cornerstone of a Refonn" by Hans Bergdoll as the one article 
to receive the Vincent Linnell Award. First Runners-up was a 
tie. "The Year That Was" by Brian Warren and "Pound 
Architecture Forgery" by William P. Fletcher. 

Mr. Bergdoll will be presented the Award, a marble base 
desk pen set with EPA medaJ affixed. 

The Vi~cent Linnell Award is presented annually by the 
membership for what they consider the best article in The 
Revealer for that year. Richard Swords was the first Linnell 
Award winner with his article "Official Stationery Of Ireland, 
1922 to Present" in 1983. 

Vincent A: ~innell was a member from Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada. He JOtned the EPA, 3 February 1958. His first of 
many articles was published in the Journal in 1959. The EPA 
prospered during his leadership. He was very active, craveling 
to Ireland, England and the United States, contacting members 
and promoting Irish Philately. He was President of the EPA 
from I September 1969 to 31 August 1971 . It was during his 
presidency that the EPA and Irish Study Group (now the Irish 
Philatelic Circle) published a Journal for a year to test its 
feasib ility as a joint publication. There were some problems 
caused by the distance and internal administration and the 
organizations returned to their separate publications. He bad 
been the Vice Presjdent when Joseph Foley was the President. 
Linnell continued being very active on EPA Committees and 
was always interested in The Revealer being a Number One 
philatelic joumaJ. Linnell passed awny 18 May 1982. + 

The Beginner's Point of View 
by Jim Magill 

My philosophy has always been: if you don't know, don't 
be afrajd to ask:. For example, I wasn't sure whether a stamp in 
front of me was Scott #45 or Scott #60. When I asked a 
knowledgeable collector, I got this answer: 

"There is no question in my mind that this is a fine example 
of Scott #60, the Harrison coil. Please note that when you 
compare the foot of the " I " of " 1922" to that of the #45, it 
appears rounded instead of squared. Furthermore. the 
perforations on the left side are blunted which is characteristic 
of a vertical cut coil. Perfs will be blunted on one side or the 
Other for vertical coils and on top or bottom for the horizontal 
coils. OveraJI the stamp appears to be in fine to very fine 
condition for the issue. 

"I looked at it under I OOx glass and can also say that it is 
definitely Black ink as opposed to Blue-Black. I examined the 
back of the stamp carefully. Although it appears bad lo the 
eye, under glass and with a close physical exam revealed no 
faults such as tears or thins. I think this stamp needs to be 
cleaned up by soaking off the brown paper adhering to the 
reverse. With the paper off, it should appear to be an excellent 
used example of the issue." 

Consider how much a beginner learned from that answer! 
Go thou, beginner, and learn likewise! + 

CHAPTER REPORTS 
SO CAL CHAPTER NEWS 

The Southern California Chapter of the EPA met on 
Saturday, 2 July 1994, at ORCOPEX 94, the annual show of 
the Orange County CA Philatelic Society, held in Buena Park. 
What was lacking in the number of persons attending (7) was 
more than made up for by the enthusiasm of the members and 
guests at the meeting. Two new EPA members were recruited. 

Standing L ro R: Ray Clary, John Fluck, Wally Craig, Bill 
O'Connor, Bill Zellers. Seated l to R: Peg Zellers, David Nagy 

The theme of ORCOPEX and of the Chapter meeting was 
WORLD WAR Il, particularly D-Day. Our emphasis was 
Ireland in this period of history and much such material was 
brought to show and share. 

There was also a business meeting at which was discussed 
the Chapters' participation in the EPA's 45th Anniversary 
celebration at WESTPEX 95. 

Next, the future of the Chapter was brought lo the floor. 
William O'Connor will be taking over Chapter Chairman in 
order to insure it's future and continuance. Thanks a lot, Bill. 

Report 
(Cominuedfrom page 30) 

Resignations 

to888 Thomas G. Current 
I0440 James J. Doheny 
12338 Gerald A. Hallead 
12357 lvlWl Platvick 

Deceased 

11198 James E. Colfns, Cypress, CA 
11447 G. Edward Haggerty, E. Greenwich, Rf 
#1136 Leonard R. Abbey, Dallas, TX 
#1203 Jean L. Maedonald, Oak Par!<, IL 
#F1726 Llndlay A. Higgins, Oak Bridge, NJ 

+ 

(See "Report" on next page) 
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Stuff & Stings 

by The Bees 

Several of these columns have deal! previously with 
protecting and preserving our philatelic holdings. This will be 
an attempt to summarize the information a lready presented. 
However, I'll continue to give you any new or further ideas as 
they come to hand, from time to time. 

PRESERVING PIDLATELIC COLLECTIONS 

DO NOT USE 

Paper c lips 
Rubber cement 
Elmer's g lue 

Scotch tape 

Ink or typewriter on 
any Philatelic item 

Any pencil marks 

Just any erasers 
Photo Albums for 

Philatelic purposes 

DO NOT 

Write anything on Philatelic Material 
Overhandle items 
Store in shoe or wooden boxes or 

cedar chests 
Put stamps or covers with newspaper 

c lippings 
Leave stamps or covers lying exposed 

to BRIGHT light, dust, or accidents 
with fluids. 

Jam philatelic items into small 
containers 

Put stamps face to face in albums 
Store stamps in regular envelopes 

Clean working area before working with your stamps and 
covers. NO LIQUIDS OR FOOD. 
Wash hands with soap and warm water and dry thoroughly. 
Use tongs. If you can't. put on white cotton gloves. 
Use mounting corners for your covers or slots in the page. 
Use archival paper to mount your stamps :ind covers. 
Protect your material with acid-free sleeves/envelopes. 
Use acid-free hinges or mounts for stamps. 
Clean stamps with clean cue-tips, clean very lightly. 
Additional tips on safe storage are always welcome. Send your 
ideas to the EDITOR. 
A last item on this subject is to provide you with more 
addresses from which Archival materials catalogs are 
available: 

Conservation Resources 
International, Inc. 

11 North Royal Street 
Alexandria, VA 223 14 

The Holinger Corporation 
3810 South Four Mi le Run Drive 
PO Box 6185 
Arlington, VA 22206 
(703) 671-6600 

Light Impressions 
439 Monroe A venue 
PO Box940 

University Products, Inc. 
PO Box IOI 
South Canal Street 
Holyoke, MA 01041 

Archivant 
301 Vekraus Blvd. 
Rutherford, NJ 07070 
(201) 935-2900 

The Preservation Emporium 
PO Box 226309 
Dallas, TX 75222-6309 
(214) 33 1-8902 

Rochester, NY 14607-37 17 
Customer Service l -(800) 828-9859 

How many of you collect Northern Ireland? My Trish 
collection does not know any political boundaries. l collect 
those Great Britain issues that relate to tl1e Northern part of 
"The l sland". For those of you that may want to open a new 
door it could mean more enjoyment and additional interest. On 
26 July 1994, a new Prestige Stamp Book devoted to Northern 
Ireland, was issued. The book contains 12 pages of text and 
illustrations, four stamp panes and two cards, one of which 
will be of particular interest to postal stationary collectors. The 
postal card is imprinted with 35p to cover air mail for 
overseas rate. It bears the old 22p s tamp of the Giant's 
Causeway. It also carries an imprinted airmail label (etiquette). 
The second card is not imprinted with paid postage. The four 
panes of stamps are: I . 4 x 30 Prince of WaJes Inves titure 
stamps showing Mourne Mountains. 2. A pane of 6 made-up 
as, I x 6p, I x 19p, 4 x 25p national definjtive. 3. Northern 
Ireland Country definitives 2 x 19p, 4 x 25p, I x 30p, I x 41p, 
and pictorial label of a shamrock. The book costs six pounds 
four pence. from the British post office. 

TRIVIA 
July had some important historical dates - 12th Baule of 

Boyne 1690; 26th George Bernard Shaw's Birthday, and on 
the 3 lst, the anniversary of the Founding of Gaelic League in 
Ireland. On August 6 1775, Daniel O'Connel was born, and the 
28th was the birth date of the Irish wri ter Liam O'Flaherty. In 
September. on the I 5th of 1845, was the first report of the 
potato blight in Ireland. 

HONEY 
TO: Michael G. Freyer of County Galway for his effons 

and innuence in getting the An Post to have a special cancel 
for the Alcock and Brown's 75th Anniversary of the First West 
to Eas t Non-Stop Transatlantic Flight. The aircraft was a 
Vickers-Vimy-Roll, piloted by Capt. John Alcock with 
Lieutenant Arthur Brown as Navigator, which landed in a bog 
near Clifden, Co. Galway, Ireland. Thank you Michael. 

Also, to Michael Oiffney for his election to President of 
Irish Philatelic Circle at their Annual Convention and AGM. 
He is one of the early members of the E.P.A. Also, at the 
Convention, Bill Zellers was awarded their Thomas E. Field 

Award for his Revenues exhibit. + 

Report 
(Co111i11uedfrom page 31) 

Change of Address 

#2311 MeMn Friedman, 5084 Mineral Springs Rd., Suffolk, VA 23438 
11296 Norman Riggs, 612 Azalea St., Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-1407 
12339 cart E. HoffmaM, 301 Oellfold Cl., Hendersonville, NC 28792 
12247 Robert 0 . J. Mcl..oughlln, 9889 Caminilo Marlock n. San Diego, CA 92131 ·2014 
11207 James P. Walsh, 16151 Sentilel Or., Slll City West,~ 85375 
LIFE MeMn M. BenlZien, 806 W. Sequoia Or., Phoenix,~ 850Z7-4662 
#2018 Nyle C. Monday, P.O. Box 80724, Bakersfield, CA 93380-0724 
#F1201 H. Daniel Kelly, 8051 Broadway, St. #261, San Antonio, TX 78209·2623 
#2119 Thomas Greaney, 251 Seaman Ave. #3H, New York, NY 10034 
#2365 Michael Madigan, 1041 SW 5lh St., Boca Ralon, Fl 334864515 
I0876 Donald J. Voorhees, 4 Pinewood Cir., Coming, NY 14830-3618 
16442 Charles S. Uber, Wlltls Road, Cerra!lll!I VIC 3844, Australia 
11090 Daniel C. Warren, P.O. Box 1517, Glolicester, VA 23061 
12308 Benjamin D. Webb, 12651 SW 72nd Ave .. Milaml, Fl 33156-5316 
#1924 James Farrell. 728 Norristown Rd., Spring House, PA 19002 

(See "Report" 0 11 page 40) 



THE EPA 'S 1994 CONVENTION 
& EXHIBITION 

STAMP SHOW 

ANNUAL MEETING: (seated, L to R) Mike Conway, Dave 
Bren11an, Charles Verge, Peg Zellers, (middle row, L to R) Peter 
Bugg, Dick McBride. Bob Moskowitz. Pat Walker, (unidenti­
fied), Tony Hllghes, (back row, L to R) George Kyan, Karl 
Winkelmann, Bill Zellers, Jim Maher, (unidentified). 

AFTER THE MEETING: Karl Winklenumn, Bob Moskowitz, 
Tony Hughes, Barney Clancy, Peter Bugg, George Ryan. 

EPA EXHIBITORS: Peter Bugg, Jim Maher, Bill Zellers, Karl 
Winklemann, Dick McBride. 

AFTER THE BANQUET: Tony Hughes, Jim Maher, Pat Walker, 
Dick McBride, Karl Winklemann, Bob Moskowitz. 

Ahl What great plans, what great tlwughts are being hatched liere. 
And a grand Welcome to Tony Hughes on his.first visit to the U.S. 

Tony Hughes, Peter Bugg, Karl Winkelmann. Peg Zellers, Treasurer; Bob Moskowitz, Past President. 
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Irish SINN FEIN Propaganda 
Labels of 1908 and 1916 

Rev 31 Mar94 

by William P Fletcher FRPSL 

Arthur Griffith ( 1872-1922) founded the newspaper 
"United Irishman" in 1899 to spread the ideals of an 
independent Ireland and put forward the principles which 
came to be known by the Gaelic expression Sinn Fein 
('Ourselves Alone'). His paper changed its name to "Sinn Fein" 
in 1905 when damages for libel were awarded against the "The 
United Irishman ". "Sinn Fein" was published as a weekly 
newspaper from 5 May 1905 until it was suppressed by the 
military authorities on 28 November 1914. 

The policy of Sinn Fein was first pubHcly announced at a 
meeting in Dublin in October 1902. As the name implied, its 
policy is 'Ireland for the Irish' and he aimed at winning over 
the separatists to work for a parliament in Ireland united to that 
of England only by a link to the Crown. He proposed passive 
resistance in that payment of taxes was to be refused and that 
members elected to Parliament were to absent themselves 
from Westminster and were to sit in Ireland as a council. 

Griffith's dream was to publish "Sinn Fein" as a daily 
paper. To help finance a daily paper and to spread Sinn Fein 
propaganda, details of the Sinn Fein stamps were published in 
the "Sinn Fein" of 4 January 1908 [the paper's editorial was 
incorrectly dated 4 January 1907 which may account for the 
date of issue of the labels sometimes being given as 1907): 

"With the New Year is born the Sinn Fein stamps. The 
Sinn Fein stamp is intended to be affixed to all 
correspondence of Sinrz Feiners as a visible sign that this 
is Ireland. We recommend it to be placed on the envelope 
in the opposite comer to that of the revenue stamp. The 
revenue stamp will carry the correspondence, the Sinn 
Fein stamp added will spread Sinn Fein propaganda and 
will help to bring about the one thing Sinn Fein needs to 
make it win the land from end to end - a daily paper". 
The paper goes on to state that tbe stamps were the idea of 

Sir Thomas Gratten Esmonde and were to be placed in the top 
left hand comer of the envelope. It was necessary to raise 
£30,000 to fmance the daily paper and all profits were to go to 
the "Sinn Fein" daily fund. The stamps (fig 2 and 7) were to be 
in 

"two designs in four colours, blue and white, orange and 
green" and were "designed and drawn by one of the 
foremost Irish artists, and engraved in Dublin by the first 
Irish engraver". 
The stamps were not illustrated at any time .in "Sinn Fein" 

during 1908 nor was the design described. The stamps were 
printed by James Walker and Co Ltd of Jones' Road, Dublin. 
James Whelan of 17 Upper Ormonde Quay was appointed 
chief agent for the sale of the stamps which "retailed at 4 for 
one pe1111y". Those who desired agencies were to apply to 
Whelan. The wholesale price or the price for a full sheet of the 
labels was not given in "Sinn Fein". 

In "Sinn Fein" dated 11 January 1908, it is stated that 
20,000 stamps had so far been issued. Sir Thomas Esmonde 
wrote: 

"Now that we have our own postaRe stamps, will you 

allow me to inform my correspondents, through the 

medium of your column. that if they desire replies to their 
letters, they will please to put an Irish stamp on their 
envelope as well as an English one, when writing to me". 
lt was later suggested that as "we now have Irish stamps, 
letters should be addressed in Irish". 
A list of agents (fig I) appeared first on 21 March 1908 and 

then regularly in "Si1111 Fein" throughout 1908 and included 
some well known names. Among them was the old Fenian 
Tom Clarke who served fifteen years in jail and was now a 
tobacconist and was later to be the first signatory on the 
Proclamation of the Irish Republic in 1916. The list of agents 
for the stamps ceased to appear after the end of 1908. 

The philatelic press was quick to record the labels. The 
Philatelic Recordl illustrated the two designs early in 1908 
with a letter which stated 

Dear Sir, I enclose specimens of the two new "Sitin 
Fein" stamps which have just been issued here in Ireland, 
which will, no doubt, interest you. as they are singularly 
well desig11ed, and they are put upon correspondence of . 
the political party known as "Sinn Fein", together with 
one ordinary revenue stamp. 

It is interesting to note that Sir Thomas Esmonde, 
M.P., has writ/en to the Dublin papers, stating that any 
person who wishes to have an answer from Sir Thomas 
must put a "Sinn Fein" stamp on the envelope. 

I understand that the stamps are to be had wholesale 
and carriage free, at 2s 6d per gross, from Messrs Whelan 
& Co., 17, Upper Omwnde Quay, Dubli11. -
Yours faithfully, E. G. Duffy 

2, Hare Court, Temple, 
London, E.C. January 22nd, 1908 

This wholesale price, not mentioned in "Sinn Fein", has 
often been quoted in articles but seems an odd way to sell 
labels printed in sheets of I 00! The editor of the Philatelic 
Record added the comment that" 

"We reproduce the above stamps, together with the letter 
explaining them, as a matter of record. Needless to say, 
we have no kindly regard for either the stamps or the 
movement with which they are connected". 
The London Philatelist2 also recorded the labels and 

described the design of both labels in much detail in the April 
1908 issue. 

After many false starts, "Sir1n Fein" eventually appeared as 
a daily costing one halfpenny on 23 August 1909, the paper 
having moved to larger premises at 10 Sackville Street from 
their smaller accommodation at 17 Fownes Street. The weekly 
edition (price Id.) continued to be published as well as the 
daily which was short lived and continued only until 21 June 
1910. 

It was not long before tbe Post Office took action against 
the use of labels on the front of letters and they issued the 
following notice: 

USE OF LABELS RESEMBLING 
POSTAGE ST AMPS. 

The practice has recently been adopted by some persons 
of affixing to the covers of letters adhesive labels, 
somewhat resembling postage stamps, which are used for 
advertising or other purposes. Although these labels are 
obviously not issued with any intention of defraucling the 
revenue, their use on postal packets, especially when they 

(Continued on page 36) 



(THE IRISH STAMP.) 

The following /\gents have been np­
poinced for the snle of lhe lri~h Stamps 

Dublin. 
Mlss Mlhcr, Ocotac'l-qvoy 
Mr. John Flood~ Or'lllllaa Crcscccn.. lncbk'Ot6. 
Byme~ ,, UPPttCYC'onnelH1rcc1 
Whctan•s. Lower OoQc:1.•tn:1c:1 
0Too1c lllld Co,. ChatlcnM'nt·stn'CI. 
Mad>onne.11 ... CArndeft••ltect. 
Fit:i.PJilrick'f. Wedon;t:.suttL 
Rus.sclra Oblrdruae1). South KJn1-suce1 
Fon:atar1. 119 Cork .. troc:1 
"'T1'c Elm.• 12 Elm Gmvc. R....i.p. 
R~•aadCo .. ~. 
Mania's. ClaabraUllHlrcet. 
OTOOie and Co.. s-1> Rlcbmoad•....._ 
Powct't. Wubuflb•t'tftlet. 
Tkmcy's. Lomblrd·"lf'OC' CWcaUanO.:row), 
OTooks'J. Ham.llton--row. 
Tom Clarke, SS Amicna-11rcet. 
KcUy. 27 'Tbomu·W'Clet. 
W . 8. CokiNa, Hc~-
Tbe trim An Compaa1"ru.. 0--W..1. 
J. Locy. I~---
Emnald H-2.S Talbol...-. 

~7·--­Woodlock"I Nc.,....ac:y, Pbibtbord'. 
Do}lc._ Chartcmonl"'ucc:• .. 
C . Holoh,an(fnd4t-te:t), 175Jamen .. -i.rcct. 
P. Foley, 139 Clof>el·•ttcel. 

O utside DubJlo. 
ARMAGH-McliCamu'a.. RaUWAy·U:rrlCC. 
ARMAGH-MU. Duffy, 13 ~rc<t, 
ATHLONB-T.Hot-~ 
8AGl<ALSTOWN-......._.. HJah .. .,.... 
BALBRIOOAH-8. O'Uu.lno Dublln..stteet 
8ALLAOHAJ)l!JUtl!llH..(YKdlY'•· 
8ELFAST--Uatn O'O\libonc. ,, Sraid H 

Out>h.i;Jb. 
BELFAST-Oudcr'a, Divb·1lrcct. 
BORfUSOL610H- M u. M . Olcsson. Yuwct• 

'"""'· BRA Y-Mni. M .cauurrc.. 43 Malo--strcct.. 
CASTL£8AR- T A. WW9nc. Ma&Horce<. 
CASTLEX»NNl!U.-I'. J, M.oacc- °"""'""· 
CASTLEJSLAND-M 0 . 8--. 
CAST\.£JSl..AJ<l).4> 8.atcy, Mola...-. 
Cl.Ot.'ES-M-1 J K ....... 
CLONMEt-Wm MKlillery. 15 O"Connclt•"t 
c0AUS'LAND-<Mn, ltamn, lbilway Vk!.w. 
OORK-MKDonnell't, Mularave-ro:.d. 
OBRRY- Mcnri. O"Bro•lln IJld Co" 17 Cu-

llslc-road. 
EN.NlSCORTI-iY- W, Royer,. 6Slancy..s.t~. 
ENNIS-J. P, Mldc.ey, Olutcb .. teeL 
ENNISKIU,..EN-A, ttynes. 13 Towa1Wl<4l 
ENN\STYMOH-Mw MocConnadt. Tbe 

Hole!. 
FERN$-M.._ Sullca. 
GLENAJlM- lt\JJh MllCl!¥Cy. 
OALWAY-Lasky'a. Wllllanw9atc-.strcc1. 
OOREY-r. C\lrrao, Mllfn-nm:1. 
ORAN ARD- S. A&h•&hldah 
KILKENNY- Tllo "KllUlloy ""°Pk" Offlcc, 
KlU..ORGUN-Wm. Ctvwloy. MmaoHt,.... , 
KlLTYCl.OOHEA..I. 0 . MIOCGri<lda. 
UMERJCK-S. 0 Fot•i-.. 4 a..-......,. 
MANORHAMILTON• -.-. Lovpun. M -

""'"'· MANOflHAMILTON..oot••t. 
MOA TS-Co1hlaa'6. 
MILLSTil£ET- T. O"RID<Cl•n. 
MO\JN'tCHAfU..6S-Oco. Dunlevy, 
MUU..INOAR-Jas, On:n, 
NEWRY-S. UaMorautafar... 7 Wt.tc:r-Cl.RICI 
OMAGK...Jais. Nueem. t 8rict~. 
O MAGH-Wbitc. BtOL. 30 Madtd.·strca~ 
ROSC!l£A-M1'1 81>1lc<, R-.-y-. 
suc;o.e. Wlo)W, 2 ,_...,.,.., 
STROKESTOWN- P. Olftncm. Confer H­
STltA8AN6-lollll M1<Dovln. 36 M..nt..._ 
TIJBBERCURRY-M. Coolce. 
T'RALEE-6. O CoachubhaJr, 
TULI..AMOR.6-M, P. Oof'T)'. Hubour•slrcc.t 
VIRGINIA-R. Mocl>GnncU, Comer HOU$C. 
WA TE1lFORG-Oco. BlthOp. 2A Tbe Q<uay. 
WEXFORD- MiM Mlloftc. Nortlt Main-1trec1 
WESTPORT-llloftlu M.,,__ Brldp---. 
WHJlliHOUSB-l.. c..ot-. 
YOUQtA1.....R-... 6S_.Maio-..,_ 

C- Uld ICetTy A,_. wlll I<' dldr fUppU.. 
rrom C. T , Cu1Un1a, •soulhc:m Star• Office. 
Slclbbctc<n. 

WCJ:fonl Aisc:nu eat1 a~ ihelr Wl'(llla• from 
lhc .. Echo"' ornce-. 6nnbconhy, 

UVERP()()l,.P. Murphy, ll Sall....,_p ..... 
MANCHESTEJl...J. Ban'cct. 1 Uvupool•to.d. 
0.-pe. 

l..oo. Aactlll CM be 1Upplk4 • Si.cc.hlft'I 
Irish lndusuial Al:CftC)'o 26 Lod&MC Hill. t..oodoa. 
E.C. 

Chief Aacn1· , WHELAN. 17 Upper Ormond 
Quay. Dobllo.. 

Fig 1. 1908 extract Jrom 
the newspaper "Sinn F6in• 

fig 2. Celtic Cross broad cross, 1908 issue (left) and 
1916 issue (right). 

m ~IUli ~ 
" • c 

~ Sl)~ ~ 
0 l , 

fig 3. Six transfer types of the Celtic Cross 
broad cross label. 
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fig 5. Nine transfer types of the Celtic Cross 
narrow cross type I label. 

fig 4. 19?? Celtic Cross, narrow 
cross type l . 

fig 6. 19?? Celtic Cross, narrow 
cross type 2. 
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are placed on the address side, causes embarrassment to 
the officers of the Post Office, and gives rise to delays in 
the treatment of other correspondence. 1n these 
circumstances, the Postmaster General has deemed it 
necessary to issue instructions that, after the 3Jst of July, 
any letter or other packet observed in the post bearing on 
the front a private label in any way resembling a postage 
stamp shall be returned to the sender 

By Command of the Postmaster General. 
GENERAL POST OFFICE 
2lst July 1908 

"Sinn Fein" reported on I August 1908 that correspondence 
had been received from the British Postmaster General that if 
stamps were placed on the front, letters would be returned. 
The newspaper therefore suggested that it was necessary to 
place them on the back in future. The 26th September issue 
contained a letter from the 'Southern Cross' of Buenos Aires 
suggesting that as the stamps were to promote an Irish daily 
newspaper, the idea of the rule of 31 July of suppressing the 
stamps was to stop a daily Irish newspaper. 

The Labels. 
The first of the labels was a Celtic Cross design based on 

the famous Cross of Cong and surrounded by tradWonal Irish 
symbols. The second design, usually referred to as the 
H ibernia and Wolfhound design, shows a female allegory of 
Erin with a harp, said to be the harp of Leinster, set in an oval 
frame with the Arms of the four provinces Munster, 
Connaught, Ulster and Leinster appearing in the comers. 

Who designed the labels is not certain as no contemporary 
publication can be found to record the designer of the labels. 
However, "Sinn Fein" inferred that the labels were designed 
by one artist It has been stated by Cooke3, but not confirmed, 
that Joseph Plunkett was the designer of the Celtic Cross label, 
but Cooke was not always a reliable author. If the Joseph 
Plunkett is the same as the Joseph Mary Plunkett [1887-1916) 
who was a poet of distinction, the youngest signatory of the 
1916 Proclamation who was executed on 4 May 1916 after the 
Easter Rising, then he would have been only about age 20 in 
1907 when the designs must have been drawn, and could 
hardly have been described ·as a "one of the foremost Irish 
artists". It has also been stated that the label or labels were 
designed by Miss Lil y Williams. Miss Williams (1874-1940) 
was a prominent portrait painter and an associate member of 
the Royal Hibernian Academy. I have a cover addressed to 
Miss L ily Williams with the Great Britain Id stamp cancelled 
Dublin, 23 January 1909, which has the 1908 Hibernia and 
Wolfhound label on the reverse which at least shows she was 
aware of these labels! The designs were engraved on wood by 
W.W. 1Grkwood4 and lithographed by James Walker. 

When designs were being considered in 1922 for the 
definitive series, Griffith, now President of the new Irish Free 
State Government, asked that the design of one of the labels be 
used and Miss Lily Williams based her design of the 3d and 
10d denomination for the 1923 definitive series on the Celtic 
Cross label. However, whether or not she designed the original 
label or labels, is not confirmed. 

In the 1908 printing, the Celtic Cross label has a broad 
cross (fig 2) and the Hibernia and Wolfuound label has a broad 
crown in the NW corner (fig 7). The first printing is given as 
250,0002. 

Both designs were re-issued in 1916 at the time of the 

Republican Rising during Easter Week. The 19 16 printing of 
the Celtic Cross label has a distinctive darker blue shade and 
the print is more blurred. The 1916 issue of the Hibernia 
design is a redrawn design with a narrow crown in the NW 
corner (fig I 0). 

Additionally, the Celtic Cross label is found with a narrow 
cross (fig 4) printed in green and black and is relatively scarce. 
This printing is often incorrectly stated to have been issued in 
1908, although none have been seen on a dated cover, and the 
date of this printing is unknown. There is a second type of 
Celtic Cross label with narrow cross (fig 6) with a modified 
design of which very little is known and is rare. 

Proofs. 
Various proofs of the 1908 issue are known. The Hibernia 

label exists as a die proof of the outline design with a single 
imperf impression on a sheetlet approximately 80 x IJ2mm. 
These are known in red, green, blue and reported in pale 
turquoise and purples. A proof is known with the two designs 
each in a block of four, the blocks printed tete beche in the 
issued colours. Examples of a trial printing of the Hibernia 
design are k nown printed in blue with 5mm separation 
between the cliches, both vertically and horizontally allowing 
space for two rows of perforations. 

CELTIC CROSS LABEL. 
1908 Broad Cross CfiLi 2) 

The original issue is in black and pale blue-green and has a 
clear sharp impression. 

The vertical arm of the cross is broad (2.5mm) and with 
many dots. EIRE has "IR" with long lower serifs. The twisted 
curls in the lower comers are flatter and the direction of twists 
differ from Narrow Cross issues. The sheet size and setting are 
not yet confirmed, but is most likely that the sheet size is 100 
(10 x 10) as in the 1908 Hibernia and Wolfhound label. ln one 
of the Bute sales6, a lot of this issue was described as a "half 
sheet IO x 5" . Melville 7 stated the sheet size as 10 x I 0. 

Line perforation 11. The labels are found imperf 
horizontally between labels. 

There are six transfer types (fig 3) 
A. Small void in background of NE shamrock segment below 

left leaf. 
B. Dot below right lower corner of left lower oblong. Dot on 

lower inner frame 5mm from right. 
C. Diagonal line across lower white margin of cross on right, 

6mm from bottom. 
D. Break in right lower outline of cross where it joins lower 

curve. Dot in white curved margin above SE shamrock 
segment. 

E. Break at top left of SE shamrock segment. Dot in white 
margin top right of SW lower rectangle. 

F. Break in the arc below the second N of SINN. 

Partial setting of the sheet has been reported -
C D E F 0 
C A B C A B 

margin F D E F D E 
C A B C A B 
F D E ? D E 
? A B C A B 
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fig 7. 1908 Hibernfa broad fig lO. 1916 Hibernia narrow 
crown label. crown label. 

fig 8. 1908 Hibernia tete beche pair. 
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fig 9. Six transfer types of the Hibernia broad crown 
label. 
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fig 11. Nine transfer types of the Hibernia narrow crown 
label. 

Check List. 

CELTIC CBQSS. 

1. Broad Cross Black and Pale Blue Pert 11 SheelNK 1908 issue 

2. 
~Clear sharp print) 
lack and Blue Pert 11 

~Ox 10?) 
heet72 1916issue 

(Blurred print) (9x8) 

3. Narrow Cross Black and Green Pert 11 Sheet SO Date of Issue 
(Type 1) (10x 6) uncertain 

3a. Black and Green Rou! 11 Uncommon 

3b. Black and Green lmperf rare 

3c. Black and Pale Blue Impart rare 

4. Narrow Cross Bleck and Blue 
(type 2) 

Roul7 SheetNK rare 

mBERNIA AND WOLPHQUND 

1. Broad Crown Black, Green and Pert 11 Sheet 100 19081ssue, 
Orange (10x 10) 

1a. ditto Rough pert 11 

1 var. IAle b6che palr (Cliche 1 on rows 2 & 3 iwerted) 

2, Narrow Crown Black, Green and Pert11 Sheet SO 1916 issue, 
Orange (10x5) 

2a. ditto Rollf 10 rare. 

2b. ditto lmperf rare. 
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Oulin5 repons a block of32 -
C A B C 
F D E F 

margin C A B C 
P D E F 

A B 
D E 
A B 
D E 

C A 
F D 
C A 
F D 

It is therefore most likely that. apart from the first vertical 
row where the setting is irregular, the remainder of the sheet is 
made up of regular transfers of the six transfer types -

A B C 
D E F 

1916. Broad Cross ma. 2> 
This label was re-issued in black and dark blue. The shade 

of blue is distinctive and the print blurred. Printing was from a 
new stone using the same six transfer types (fig 3) in a 
different setting. The sheet s ize is 72 (8 x 9) with line 
perforation I I . 

The sheet setting is -
A BAB CAB C 
DE DE F 0 E F 
B C A B CAB C 
E F DE F DE F 
A BAB CAB C 
DE DE F DE F 
CC AB CAB C 
FF DE F DE F 
AB AB C AB C 

19?? Narrow Cross. type I. (fig. 4) 
This prfoting is in black and green. 
The vertical arm of cross is narrower (2mm) and fewer dots 

in the cross. EIRE is also in smaller letters 
Line perforation 11 and roulette 10. The variety double 

horizontal roulette is recorded. 
Imperforate examples in black and green and black and 

blue are possibly from trial printings. 
This issue must have limited as examples are not very 

common. It is known used on a contemporary cover. 
Lithographed in sheets of 50, ( 10 x 5). 

Nine transfer types (fig 5) -
A. In NW, central curved line does not join with horizontal 

and break in outer line of cross 2mm from top. 
B. ln NE. short central curved line is broken near bottom. 
C. In SW shamrock segment, break in verticals lmm from 

left. 
D. Top inner fram e has break 2mm from left. 
E. Outer right outline of cross has break 2mm from bottom. 
F. NE shamrock segment has break in right vertical I mm 

from bottom. 
G. SW shamrock segment has break in curved outline 2mm 

from bottom. 
H. SE shamrock segment has break in curved outline 2mm 

from bottom. 
I. Dot in lower white margin of cross I mm from centre. 

The Sheet setting is -
A B c A B c A B c c 
D E F D E F D E F F 
G H 1 G H I G H I I 
A B c A B c A B c D 
D E F D E F D B F G 

19?? Narrow Cross. rype 2. (fig. 6> 
This printing in black and dark blue on thick hard wove 

paper and roulette 7 is scarce. . . 
Narrow cross (2mm) with extensive dotted shading. EIRE 

in the centre has short "IR". "E" has horizontal cross serif. 
The status o f this printing is unknown. This issue is quite 

uncommon and, as insufficient material has been seen. it has 
not been possible to allocate transfer types or sheets size. 

It is not known used on a contemporary cover. 

HIBERNIA AND WOLFHOUND. 
1908 Broad Crown (fig. TI 

Hibernia has tall face, narrow dress at bottom. Harp fai rly 
straight. Crown in NW broad and flat. 

This issue is lithographed in black, green and orange on 
yellowish white paper and is found line perforated 11 and 
rough perforated 11 . Also, this issue is catalogued as existing 
roulette, but this has not been seen by the author. 

In the sheets of 100. 10 x 10, stamp no 1 on rows 2 and 3 
are inverted giving tete-ooche pairs (fig. 8) 

Six transfer types (fig. 9) -
A. White breaks above "I" and top left of final "E" of EIRE. 
B. Double dash in front of fore paws of hound. 
C . Break in centre of upper frame and inner frame of hound 

panel. Break in lower inner frame below neck of hound. 
D. Dot below lower crown in triple crown square in SE 

comer. 
E. Dot bottom left of SW Ulster square. 
F. Break in right frame of single Crown square in NW 

comer. Dot beyond right outer square 2mm from top. 

The sheet setting is -
c A B c A B c A B c 
c D E F D E F D E F 

f A B c A 8 c A B c 
F D E F D E F D E p 
D D E F D E F D E F 
A A B c A B c A B c 
E D E F D E F D E F 
B A B c A B c A B c 
E D E F D E F D E F 
B A B c A B D A B c 

The underlined clicbes are inverted. 

1916 Narrow Crown Cfig. IQ) 
Hibernia has round face, short neck, wide dress, curved 

harp. 
Crown in NW narrow and tall. 
Lithographed in black, green and orange on while and 

toned paper. 
Line perforation 11 and rarely roulette 10. Imperf ex.am pies 

are probably proofs. Imperf top and bottom margms are 
known. 

Sheet of 50, 10 x 5. 

Nine transfer types (fig. 11) - . 
A. Break in centre of left vertical of triple crown square in 

SE. 
B . Break at top of stepped lines in NW above flame. 
C. Break in left outer frame 5.5mm from top. 
D. Break in inner frame central above hound. 
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E. Left inner line does not join s ingle Crown square in NW. 

F. Break in left inner frame 8.5mm from top. 
G. Break in right outer frame 4mm from top. 
H. Break in bottom left comer of triple Crown square in SE. 
I. Void in vertical lines right of EIRE. 

The sheet setting is -
A B c A B c A B c c 
D E p D E F D E p p 

G H I G H I G H I I 
A B c A B c A B c B 

D E F D E F D E F E 

The labels are found on covers and cards postally "used" in 
late 1907, 1908, 1909, 1916 and 1922, and in some cases, the 
labels are cancelled with a dated postmark. Philatelic covers 
are found with the labels postmarked with other dates. 

In 1916, large quantities of the labels were reported to have 
been stolen from the offices of Sinn FcSin. Shortly afterwards. 
they were on sale throughout Great Britain at enhanced prices, 
and were described incorrectly as Republican or Rebel stamps 
issued by the Republican Forces during Easter Week. 
Valentines of Dublin produced a postcard in their Uprising 
series which depicted an enlarged reproduction of the Celtic 
Cross Label with the inaccurate inscription: 

Irish Republic 1916 Stamp. 
A photograph of the Actual Stamp of the Irish Republic to 
be. One of the only Specimens to escape the Dublin Post 
Office fire. Supposed to have been printed at Liberty Hall. 

These notes are a further study and update of the research 
compiled by my father, H. G. Leslie Fletcher, TD, FRPSL8,9 
with addj tional information added. If any readers have any 
additional information on these labels. I should be pleased to 
receive it to extend the information on these interesting issues. 

References. 

1 Duffy, E.G. Philatelic Record 1908; pg 40. 

2 Lane, Joynt W. Politics and Stamps. The London 
Philatelist 1908; 17:98. 

3 Cooke, CJ . Irish Postal History 1935; pg 47 

4 Feldman, D. Handbook of Irish Philately 1968; pg 14-
15. 

5 Dulin, C . Sinn Fein Labels. Irish Stamp News 1994; 
2:7 pg 13 

6 Lowe, Robson Marquess of Bute sale. 6 May 1959, Lot 
427 

7 Melville, FJ. Phantom Philately. 1923 

8 Fletcher, H.GL. Irish Sinn Fein Propaganda Labels of 
1908 and 1916 The Great Britain 
Philatelist 1963; 3: 45 & 64 

9 Fletcher, H.G.L . Irish Sinn Fein Propaganda Labels of 
1908 and 1916 The Revealer 1974; 23:889 

"Sinn Fein" 

Rev Mar94 

Weekly Newspaper, various dated of 
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I Think I Know What It Is 
by Charles J. G. Verge 

The illustrations with this query show, wbat l believe to be, 
a Victorian internal OHMS registered postal stationery used 
between the G .P.O. and the Summerhill sub-office (In 1799 it 
opened as a Dublin Receiving House). This item is a piece of 
DubUn postal history I have never seen before, although I am 
aware that similar envelopes are currently in use wi thin An 
Post's internal system. I am looking for additional information 
concerning their use at the end of the last Century. In addition, 
I am looking for answers to the following questions. 
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1. What was used to seal the envelope? Tb.ere is a file hole 
on the right. 

2. What were the two metal eyelets, found on the left, used 
for? 

3. Who was K..A. Ogilvie whose name is printed on the 
upper right comer? Is this considered a Free Frank? 

4. What was the period of use of these envelopes? This item 
bears an octagonal registration handstamp known used 
between 1883-1898. Is this a late date for the handstamp? 

5. Although the grey blue linen envelope is very thick, it 
has been reinforced with two strips of darker blue 
gumm.ed paper, overlapping somewhat, where they meet 
in the lower left band comer. Why was this done? 

6. Are there any others around? Would appreciate receiving 
photocopies of both back and front for s tudy purposes. 

Although James A . Mackay, in his massive tome 
Registered Mail of the British Isles, p. 276, mentions the 
existence of thjs type of Post office Registered Stationery, he . 
only records them for the 20th Century from Edward VII on. • 

(See "Envelope" on next page) 
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Report 
(Continued from page 32) 

Change of Address (continued) 

John M. Madigan, 15541 Cottage Grove, Dolton, ll 60419·2743 
Fr Brendan Duggan, Victoria Sir 12, 5000 Koln, Germany 
David A. Burke, 6 Mt. Vernon Ter, Lawrence, MA 01843 
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#1337 
#1830 
#2120 
#1847 
#2348 

Rudy Nickman, 112 Ford Rd., Landing, NJ 07850 
Dr. Walter l. Wasserman, 22444 Swordfish Dr., Boca Ralon, FL 33428 

Lost Member - Last Issue returned address unknown. 

#1866 Joanne E. Swarsbrick, Albuquerque, NM 87120-2528 
#1798 James B. Holl, Eagle ID 83616 
#2353 Daniel J. McAdam, New York, NY 10165 

Membership Status 

Membership as of May 24, 1994 

New Members 
Reinstaternenls 
Resignations 
Deceased 

Membership as of August 18, 1994 

4 
2 
4 
5 

Envelope 
(Continued from page 39) 

646 

643 

• 

He makes no reference to their existence during the reign of 
Queen Victoria. His examples are both marked with Rs in 
ovals and the additional words Money Letter vertically 
between the eyelets. Both also have the blue cross similar to 
the one illustrated. 

The reader's help would be appreciated as I need the 
infonnation to complement the item in my exhibit of Dublin 
Postal Markings. + 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
August 4, 1994 

Dear Editor, 

In reference to the article about the Bus Eireann 
letter/parcel system in the Summer 1994 issue of the Revealer 
(Dublin Journal, Bus Letter Service, p 17.), I wish to offer the 
followi ng information. My wife and I traveled via bus to 
Dublin, Waterford, Cork, Limerick & Ennis from July 15th 
through the 29th 1994. In each of these bus stations I inquired 
as to the letter part of the system described in the Revealer . 
Not one of the parcel agents knew anything about the"~ 
~" of a letter in the manner described in the article. The 
agent in Watetford even called his office to determine if such a 
letter onward posting system was available. The answer he 
received was that his office knew nothing about such a system. 
The letter/parcel service between bus stations is, however, 
correct as stated. 

Respectfully submjtted, 

John M. Madigan 
EPA#l337 

From the Desk of the Editor 
My fellow Irish Stamp 
enthusiasts! I continue to lose 
members by them moving and 
leaving no forwarding address. 
Since publishing .the Directory 
in the Spring, we have had 24 
changes of address representing 
4% of our membership. In the 
process I have lost only three, 
but these people are very 
important to me. I solicit your 

aid and assistance in locating these lost members so that I can 
insure that they continue to receive their copy of the greatest 
Irish Stamp publication on the face of the earth. I hope you 
will assist me, if you can, in locating our "lost sheep." 

My most sincere thanks to all who have taken the time to 
write articles in support of The Revealer. But most especially, 
I'd like to thank Dr. Dulin and Jack Feldman for sparking the 
best controversy over the 2d Green Coil, Scott 68b. This has 
fueled the finest exchange that I can remember on any subject 
since I became editor. I wish we all could become as 
impassioned about other subjects within the realm of Irish 
Philately. You will find some comments in this issue, but it's 
not over yet. There is more to come and still others to be heard 
from in the Winter Issue. So stay tuned. 

Remember, if you are interested in some phase of Irish 
Philately, just write and let me know. I'll be happy to share 
your views with the other 600+ members unless you ask me 
not to. Thank you all and keep in mind that the deadline for 
the Winter issue is 1 December. Happy Collecting. + 


