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THE REVEALER Summer 2004 

President's Message 
by William O 'Connor 

I tiiave just returned home from WESTPEX, which presented its first 
show at the new venue at lhe Marriott. located at t.he San Francisco Inter­
nation al Airport. The NORCAL Chapter of the E PA hosted a very de­
lightfu l meeting Sunday, May 9. Garvin Lohman presented an informal 
but most interesting presentation of lrish Official mail. The changes from 
the British to the Irish postal system were very interesting and at times 
confusing. AIL.hough t.he number of members present was small, all ap­
precia ted the open discussions and good camaraderie. 

Edward Wynne Jr. o ffered a great suggestion I.hat the EPA organize an 
Oral H istory Project so we can gather the collective wisdom of aJI of our 
many long time members to give us their insights, and wisdom concern­
ing our roots and development as an organization, as well as having a 
great archive of Irish stamp collectin g stories. This can he done individu­
ally, b ut it might be possible al the upcoming AGM in Chicago to expand 
the possibilities. If you have any suggestions. please send me a note or e­
mail. 

As yon know, our AGM this year will he he ld a l the Chicago Phila­
telic S ociety Show, November 19-21. Please begin to think about orga­
nizing an exhibit this year at the show. I will be putting iogether a single 
frame exhibit for the first time. If I can do one. any of us can do it. The 

(continued on page 3) 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT 
New Members: 
2676 John R. Brady, 717 Elm St., San Jose, CA 

95126-1810 

26n Allan B. & Elizabeth Turner, 27 Lorne Scots 
Dr., Milton, ON L9T 2Z2 Canada 

2678 John P. Mccloskey, Jr., P.O. Box 27, 36 
Double J Lane, Crown, PA 16220 

2679 Kevin J. Lineman, 274 Hillcrest Drive, 
Neosho, MO 64850 

2680 Peter Sargent, 1200 W. Winton, #188, 
Hayward, CA 94545 

Deceased: 
2012 Denis J. Mullins, New Jersey 

Resignations: 
0790 Frederick W. Barrett, Alaska 

Reinstatement: 
2251 Michael J. Cole, Pool House, Discoed, 

Presteigne, Powys, LOB 2NW Wales UK 

Dropped for Non-payment of Dues: 

2605Aldwell, 2421 Balli, 2649 Birch, 2547 Black, 

2639 Coleman, 2587 Colleary, 1434 Cork Philatelic 

Society, 1880 Dalton, 0992 Dalton, 2630 Gagnon, 

2497 Goldberg, 2426 Hartnett, 2531 Herren Jr., 

2540 Kehres, 2598 Langan. 1864 Lavelle, 2557 

Lippert, 2306 Lowe, 2614 Mullen, 2637 O'Brien, 

2464 O'Connor Jr., 2641 Riccio, 262'9 Rominger, 

1728 Thoma. 0448 Walsh 

Changes of Address: 
2328 Paul Bento, 107 Old Common Road, 

Auburn, MA 01501 

1501 C. Kevin Carroll, 6 Evergreen Tri., Milton, 
MA 02186-3148 

2331 Walter W. Johnson, 5555 Lone Eagle Court, 
Haymsrket, VA 20169-3143 

2189 John G. Lane, 24 New Hackensack Rd., 
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590-1326 

0600 Garvin F. Lohman, 445 Grafton Ave., San 
Francisco, CA 94112-2235 

1232 T. David McCullough, 5185 South Clarkson 
St., Greenwood Village, CO 80121 

2350 Shawn Moffatt. 101 Grove Ave., Derby, CT 
06418 

2604 Ian Safran, 35 Cleveleys Road, London ES 
9JW England 

New E-mail Addresses: 
Bento, Paul ............................ pbento@charter.net 

Brady, John R. .......... jackbrady@mindspring.com 

Linehan, Kevin J. ................... kjlinehan@msn.com 

McCloskey, Jr, John P . ... jmccloskey@usachoice.net 

McCullough, T. David ........ mccullds@comcast.net 

Mullen, John ................... john.mullen5@ntlwor1d.ie 
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Netzsch, Uwe .............. ceramicdesign@eircom.net 

Pedneault, John A ...... .. .......... judygretta@aol.com 

Priestley, Maj. Michael H. 
............ michael@priestley4196.fsnet.co.uk 

Safran, Ian ........................ " ......... safran@nascr.net 

Sargent, Peter ........................ psargentz@aol.com 

Turner, Allan & Elizabeth B . .. philately@sympatico.ca 

Walker, Patricia Stillwell A .... psw123@com cast. net 

Williams Morgan T. .................. mtwill0028@evi.net 

Bad Email Address: 
(Please notify Barney Clancy at: bclanz@aol.com, 
if you have a new address) 
Brewer, SPC 5 William E . .. mgtshouse@juno.com 

Carithers, Richard B ......... brucec46@comcasl.net 

Dugan, David W ..................... davidjjugan@att.net 

Hott, Gordon E . ................ gordy51@abcglobal.net 

Hunt, Patrick J. ................ pjhunt101@hotmail.com 

Madden, Patrick T. ............. pmadden@co.la.ca.us 

O'Neill, Dr. Michael J ................. oneill@taconic.net 

Smallman, John R. .............. condie@uniserve.com 

Taylor, Jr., F. Lawrence .............. larrt@taylorlaw.us 

Wohlfrom, Jr., Arthur F ..... awohlfrom@am2xx.com 

Wunderlich, Howard J ............. hjwesq@email.com 

Membership Status 
Members as of March 1, 2 004 .............. 498 
New Members .......................... 5 
Deceased ................................. 1 
Resignation .............................. 1 
Reinstated ................................ 1 
Dropped NPD ...... .......... .. .... 25 
Adjustment ............................ - 3 

Members as of March 1, 2004 .............. 474 + 

2004-2005 Dues 
are due and 
payable by 

31 August 2004. 
Send them to: 
Barney Clancey 
P.O. Box 3036 

Seminole, FL 33775-3036 
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Letter to the Editor 
Dear Editor: 

I regularly post letters from South 
Anne Street Post Office in Dublin. For 
those who are not aware of the exact lo­
cation, it is j ust off G rafton Street, very 
close to HMV. It is normally very busy 
with approxforntely 8- 10 counters, and 
would service a Jot of offices in the area, 
including Stephens Green and around 
Dail Eireann. 

I was in there last T uesday, and 
T hursday. T here were several notices up 
on Thursday, advising that the post of­
fice is due to close this week, I under­
stand on Thursday. 

On speaking briefly to one of the 
staff, I was advised that this was a per­
manent closure and that they are trans­
ferring the service to other local post 
offices. Andrews Street Post Office will 
have a number of additional hatches and 
some of the staff are being transferred 
there. The member of the staff I spoke 
to also advised that she understood the 
pillar boxes outside were also going to 
be closed and removed. 

P helim 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
(continued from page 2) 

entries will close August 15, 2004. 
One other note on organizing meetings is 

tlhe location for our annual general meeting 
in 2005. The AGM will be held at SESCAL 
in Los Angeles in early October 2005. Rich­
ard Sul livan, Edward Wynne, Garvi n 
Lohman, and I will be members of the orga­
nizing committee. A report will be presented 
at our meeting this November in Chicago. 

At the town meeting at WESTPEX, 
hosted by Janet Klug, the President of the 
American Philatelic Society, a main part 
of the discussion concerned the problems 
with declining membership in al l areas of 
o ur hobby. If you have any ideas for the 
E ire Philatelic Society specifically, or the 
hobby in general, get your thoughts on pa­
per and let everyone know. 

O ne last thought on participation in 
stamp activities concerns the San Diego 
County Fair, formally the Del Mar Fair. Our 
local stamp clubs are back in the hobby area 
this year. This is a great chance to meet many 
people, and share the love of our hobby. 
Wishing all a safe and happy summer. + 
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FROM THE GUTTER - Irish Commemoratives 
by Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. 

We shaJJ continue our 
discussion with three Lrish 
commemoratives: the 
New Irish Constitution ; 
the l 50'h Anniversary of 
the U.S. Constitution; and 
the large 25tli Anniversary 

of the Easter Rising. The 
varieties are both Jubilee 
lines and columns in the 
gutter. In the case of the 
U.S. Constitution, please 
note that the variery in­
cludes a printer's circle in 
both figures 2 and 3, but 
they occur in two differ­
ent positions. Since 
records are sparse or non­
exi sten t for this period, 
we can surmise that the 

reason for the varieties 
could be different print-
ings, but this is only a 

Figure 3 

guess. Also, I would like to point out tJ1at figures I and 3 include 
a seven column (instead of the normal eight column) gutter pair. I 
thjnk that from other examples I have. I can state with a certain 
degree of certainty that the two U.S. Constitution pairs are, in 
fact, right margin pairs with the selvage tom off. The Irish Con­
stitution (figure l) was issued on 29 December 1937, while the 
U.S. Constitution followed on I July 1938. 

In the case of tJ1e 2-112 p Easter Rising large Commemorative 
issued on Apri I 12. 1941. we have a left margin gutter block of 
four, which has the left gutter pair with a seven column. This com­
putes to position 1110 and 1/ll in the sheet. The 1/10 position 
stamp is also a variety in its own right, as it has the Broken Win­
dow. This is very much like the Irish Constitution which also has 

seven columns in the same position. 
I have included a small chart that contains all of the varieties 

that I have found where the Jubilee Lines and Columns design is 

contained in the gutter. + 

STAMPA 2004 
October 1-3, 2004 

32nd Irish National Stamp Exposition 

More information as it becomes available. 

Sc 1 Dai< 
80 22Jun29 
81 

82 
83 ISOcllO 
84 J2Jun3 1 
8S 12Mav32 

r-~l· 
88 I 8Sen)J 
89 
90 27Jull 4 
99 290ec37 
100 
101 1Jull 8 
102 
103 1Marl9 

104 
118 12Anr41 
119 

,._lliL 270c141 
124 31Jul4l 
12S 
126 13Nnv43 
127 
128 30Jun44 
129 
130 29Au•44 
131 ISScD4S 
132 
m 16Sen46 
ll4 

,_ill_ 19Nov46 
136 
139 21Nov49 
140 
141 SOecA9 
147 9Feb53 
148 

..J& 19JulS4 
154 
161 23Scn57 
162 
169 200ctS8 
170 

I. Legend: 

~~-& -·· . ' -
--· ......... ~ 1 ..,,_ --

.-~,~~\W' \ll' 
' .:..,ii,-.... 0 , ~·~~l 
~ ....... ........ . 

. .. _ . ... ,~ ...... 1._ ••• __ 

• 1111~ 

Sl1mn 
2d Daniel O 'Cor111cll 
Jd 
9d 
2d Shannon Power Schcthc 
2d RDS 
2d Eucharislic Cnnorcs.,, 
Jd 
2d Holv Year 
Jd 
2dGAA 
ld Irish Constinuion 
ld 
ld f'r Ma11hcW$ 
ld 
2d US Coruuilu1ion 

Jd 
2d Eutcr Risina 
ld 
2 d 
d Gaelic Leam•c 

2 d 
d Hamillon 

2 d 
d Michael O'Clc•rv 

2 d 
2 d Br Rice 
2 d 11mmas Davi& 
6d 
2 d Parnell & Davin 
ld 
2 d Wolfe Tone 
ld WolfcTone 
2 d Rcoublic of lttland 
Jd 
Id Man••n 
2 d An Tostal 
Is 4d 
2d Newman 
"ld 
3d Brown 
Is Jd 
Jd Irish Cnm1i1u1ion 
Sd 

:~1110 
~ .. _ . .. ~ ,,._ 

·--.. .... - ... 1.....,... , , .... -... .,. .. ,,,, .. ,,,, 

Figure 2 

R-cunu Variedet Re1t11rit• 
JL&4C 

JL&8C 
JL&4C 
JL&4C 

JL&4C 

JL&4C 
JL&SC SL7C 

JU:8C 

JL&8C JL&7CwCir Also 
JL&8~rC~-

JL&7CwCir JL&8CwnCirCI 
JL&4C 

JL&8C 
JL&4C 

JL&4C 

JL&4C 

JL&4C 
JL&4C 

JL&8C 

JL&8C 
JL.&8C 
JL&8C 

JL&4C 
JL&BC SB 

ST 
JL&4C 

Jl.&4C 

·-JL&BC 
SL 

IL&BC • Jubilee Line• & 8 Columns: J l.&4Cnc = Jubilee Lines & 4 or 7 Colul1lll$ 
SB/ST/SI.JSR • Selvage BonomfTopllclVri9ht (eg SL7C is Selvage Left 1 Column\ 
CwpCirC I ·8 • Column with Circle in Col I thru 8. 

2. Note: Missing swnps hAvc guucn wilh othct than Jubliee Lines a.nd Columns and wiU appear Jn later 
anictes. 
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Irish First Day Covers 
by Paddy Lineen 

..___ 

Figure 1 

This series of articles proposes to deal with stamps issued by 
Ire land from Independence to the present, cancelled on the First 
Day of Issue. Jt will consider the different types of covers used, 
whether produced particularly for Philatelic use, or used in the 
course of ordinary mailing usage. Each article will deal with a 
particular ''block " of covers, such as particular time, a particu­
lar series of covers or a particular set of stamps. The earlier 
articles will deal with the Commemoratives in various "Eras". 

Later, the Definitive issues will be covered. and then the Over­
prints. 

This first article will consider the first six Commemorative 
issues only. Perhaps they should have been left to last as they 
are the more elusive and dif-flcult covers of all the Irish FDCs, 
but they say that the beginning is a very good place to start. The 
first lrish commemorative was the O'Connell issue of 1929, 
followed in 1930 by the Shannon scheme; 193 t the Royal Dublin 
Society Bicentenry: 1932 the Eucharistic Congress; 1933 the 
Holy Year, and fiJ1ally in 1934, the GAA. 

Many of the covers discussed in later articles have been pro­
duced specifically as FDCs, but most of those for the first six 
have not, and indeed these can be of more interest and are in a 
sense more "authentic" than the former. 

Collectors collect what they are interested in, and a good start­
ing point is to decide what exactly they wish to collect, but to 
keep an open mind about limiting the collection to a very nar­
row base. As one progresses and the collection grows, many 
avenues will open up. This keeps the interest al ive and allows 
more research, and new horizons. Without such an open mind 
the possibility of an FDC collection including these six covers 
would be very limited. 

Some purists will contend that the perfect cover collection 
will contain only pristine covers, unaddressed, with full sets of 
stamps stuck squarely and neatly in the top right corner of the 
envelope, cancelled with a related datestarnp just covering a small 
margin of each stamp, and bearing an artistic cachet related to 
the issue. Such covers may be beautiful and look great, but a 

whole collection of such covers could appear rather sterile and 
uninteresting. For five of these issues, I have never seen such a 

cover and I doubt if they exist. So an early Irish FDC collec­
tion will consist largely of covers that mjght not pass muster 
in a collection of more modem material. But the old adage 
still applies and condition is still a very desirable quality in 

any collectable item. 
Every collector will have his own opinions, preferences, 

interests, and inclinations. For some people, an old battered 
cover, even though torn, with a scrawled address and untidily 
applied stamps, may have a particular interest for them be­
cause it has a particular association. It may have been sent by 
or to the person depicted on the stamp; it may have been 
postmarked at a place of particular relevance; it could have a 
special slogan; it may simply have been sent to the collector 
several years ago by a favorite aunt or uncle. There are many 
criteria and many reasons for having an interest, so if a col­
lector derives satisfaction from it, why should it not be wor-

thy of inclusion in their collection? 
Stamps cancelled on the First Day of Issue are usually col­

lected on envelopes or " letters". As the rates for ordinary letters 
are fixed, and are usually the same as the price of a single value 
of an issue, use of two, three, or more stamps on a single cover 
is not a strictly legitimate use. Hence from the very beginning, 
collection of legitimately used stamps on FDis is nigh impos­
sible. However, such legitimacy is ignored by most collectors, 

and the application of full sets to ordinary covers is quite ac­
ceptable. Never the less, there is a case to be made for identi­
fying the strictly "legitimate" and correct use of stamps of par­
ticular value, and a collection can be formed of such covers. This 
would include, say, a cover mailed within the stale bearing the 
low value of an issue, and a cover mailed abroad bearing a higher 
value to pay the airmail rate. The higher values could be used 
to pay registration or insured rates also. Lower values could be 
used to pay the extra postage on heavier items. An assembly of 
such covers would be difficult to find, but could form part of a 
larger collection. The scarcity of such covers makes such a 
collection beyond the capability of most philatelists, and so the 
slightly "artificial" or "contrived" FDC is the normally accepted 
method of FDC collecting. 

From the earliest Irish FDJ covers, there is an obvious phila­
telic use of stamps. Among the examples of such covers that are 
seen, the same addressees are noticed frequently: Wilson, Stafford 
Johnston, O'Donnell, Slack, etc. A little enquiry will show that 
the names of the people appearing on the covers were philat­
elists, or sometimes stamp dealers, so even from the beginning 
of Irish philately, FDCs were being collected. Here again is a 
fie ld for enquiry. Who were these people? What a wealth of 
treasures they have left us, but, what do we know or can we find 
out about them? Their legacies have been dispersed through 
auction rooms and stamp dealers. Do we ever think about them 

and what they have left us? 
But now to move on to the elusive "First Six". The earliest 

is the 1929 O'Connell commemorating the Centenary of Catho-
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lie Emancipation. This was issued on 22 June in three values, 
2d, 3d, and 9d. The stamp bears the portrait of Daniel O'Connell, 

the "Liberator". One of the finest examples of an early O'Connell 
cover is the one which heads this article (Figure I). It is addressed 
to Dr. Stafford Johnson, one of the most eminent of philatelists 
of the time. There is a full set of s tamps, neatly applied to a 
registered envelope. One might criticize nowadays the fact that 

it is addressed in a rather "copious" hand, but then the flowing 
copperplate is quite decorative in it~ own right. The cancellation 
is clear and dated well, and does not impede the design on the 

. ~ 
l~ . 
,~ ... ,.,1~·,. 

"l'':,Y, 
~ 
W. T. WILSON , 

JS Llv1nget.on" ~r)ad , 

Handftwor't.h , 

B.!RMINGHAM, 

fa1gl !'lnc!. 

Figure 2 

• 
Rl 

stamps, while at the same time it cancels them adequately. AJI 
in all, a very acceptable and presentable cover for its age. 

We can look now at some other covers which may not have 

...... ,.llth 

:-;!", '·· M.t!*aJ :...:.J_ _________ _ 

..ir . " .G. V.l..":· .• :..L .• 
5 f £.1 • ':',)'tr ! ' l ! I 

Figure 3 

~. 
~·· 

'"'" ...... __ 

all the good points, but given thei.r age and scarcity are still col­
lectable. First, a Wilson " front" (Figure 2); this is the face cut 

from an envelope which, at the time, was often collected, as it 
was slightly less buJl. ... J' in an album that a complete envelope. 
This particular front has a typed address, full set of s tamps. and 

was regis tered, though the cancels are a litlle unclear. Again it 
is addressed to a well recognized name. a Birmingham stamp 
dealer, and was obviously a philatelic product. 

The next item is more interesring in a sense. Again a "front", 
it bears a single 3d stamp paying the surface mail rate for a let­
ter to South America, and so is a completely lcgiLimate usage . 

Nol every collector w ill be able to acquire a full set of stamps 
on FDC for this issue, hut there arc occasionally s ingle stamps 

on FDC to be found at auctions or in dealers' stocks. I had the 
good fortune recently !O find a single 3d value of the O'Connell 
at a reasonable price as it was on its own. The dealer did not 

Figure 4 

--
..__ __ 
-~-

know that I already had the exact matching 2d and 9d values at 
home already (Figure 3). I wonder how the set got broken up in 
the first instance? In older sets like this, separate s ingle covers 
are often the only way to get a complete set. And they are often 
very acceptable, as in this set. 

Even if the purchase of a set of stamps on cover is not al­
ways feasible, one can sometimes find the stamps on "pieces" 
which have been cut fom1 the envelopes and may have the whole 
of the cancel on the piece. A set of these will always fill a space 

in an album. and gives a collection a sense of completeness until 

a better alternative is found and can be afforded. Such pieces 

can be bought for less than I 0% of a cover usually. A set on 

such pieces is shown below (Figure 4). 
Added interest can be given to a colJection by other phila­

telic items related to the subject, and in the case o f Daniel 
O'Connell, what could be more appropriate than a cover signed 
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have it conveyed free by lhe Post Office. 
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by lhe man himself?! And ill.is one (Figure 5) was used in the 
very year of Emancipation; in fact, it was mailed only a short 
month after the actual event whose centenary is celebrated by 
lhe stamp issue of 1929. The cover reproduced here was posted 
by lhe recently elected MP. As a Catholic, he had not been entitled 
to sit in the House of Commons until the Emancipation Act was 
passed, and so would not have been able to use the free privilege 
for posting this letter, despite having won the election of 1828. 
However, after Emancipation, he only had to sign the letter to 

A later cover (Figure 6) posted in 184 l , after the introduc­
tion of postage stamps, bears two imperf 1 d reds, and is also 
signed by O'Connell. 

So from a few covers we have already built up an interesting 
collection of O'Connell material. This article had set out to deal 
with at least a half dozen issues, but it has already extended to 
numerous pages! Perhaps it is time to stop and to leave the re­
maining issues to a second chapter. + 

EPA Donors 
The following members have made generous donations to the Eire Philatelic Association. 

1663 Jacqueline R. Adkins 1069 Henry W. Curran, Jr. 2376 Robert A. Haslewood 2217 John T. Mcinerney 2383 Brian C. Roach 

2344 Steven G. Anderson 2465 Michael J. Cusack 1989 Daniel F. Hayes 2039 John V. McKenna 2549 Donald Rowe 

0336 Lawrence J. Barrett 1921 Paul E. Daugherty 1736 George D. Heinz 2561 William E. McNiff 1141 George G. Ryan 

1355 Rev James F. Barry 0523 Terrance A.G. Dendy 0886 Patrick J. Holmes 2638 Thomas M. Meade 2479 Dr. Joachim Schaaf 

1466 John J. Beirne 1720 Ray Doherty, M.D. 1889 Gordon E. Hott 0822 Frank Mirabella 1350 Robert F. Schmidt 

0675 Henry E. Bright 1106 William V. Donlon 2404 Anthony J. Hughes 0797 Arthur R. Monahan 2486 Russell N. Silverstein 

1654 Peter E. Bugg 2089 Denis J. Donohue 1782 Harold Hurlbutt 0311 Robert G. Moriarty 2611 Vernon E. Smith 

2243 William W. Burnham 2321 David W. Dugan 2326 Stephen Hynes 2578 Susan M. Nadolski 2245 William F. Smith Jr. 

2198 James L. Burns 0789 John L. Earl 1656 Ltc Kenneth E. Jenkins 1462 James H. Napier 2248 John E. Southard 

1292 Walter J. Butler 1634 Kathleen G. Elam 2665 William H. Kretz, Jr. 0959 Rev. George L. O'Brien 2278 Steve Spoerl 

2610 Thomas P. Byrnes 2599 John B. Farley 2399 David A. Laraway 0979 Col. Joseph F. 2500 Robert W. Stewart 

2632 James Cahalin 1167 Theresa G. Fitzgerald 1861 James V. Larkin O'Connor 2444 Jackson W. Taylor 

1907 William S. Campbell 2450 Rev Brendan Fleming 1183 Tom R. Laughery 1205 William A. O'Connor 1925 Joseph B. Timoney Jr. 

2139 Larry A. Campbell 2409 Joseph V. Gallagher 2140 Dr. Paddy J. Lineen 0710 W.J. O'Donnell Jr. 1219 Patricia A. 

0561 Terry D. Canning 1058 Dan Galvin 0600 Garvin F. Lohman 1649 Austin O'Leary Stillwell-Walker 

1369 James F. Carey 1357 James J. Gavaghan 0508 Patrick M. Lynch 1560 Brian O'Shea 2442 Charles R. Walkling 

2543 Anrt P. Carmody 0596 David T. Gillen 0893 Emmett G. Marsh 0704 Alan F. Pearse 2516 John M. Wiesner 

1501 C. Kevin Carroll 1345 George E. Gillespie 0908 Thomas P. McCabe 1400 George Pojer 2391 Donald J. Wills 

0814 Ralph G. Chaiet 2207 James M. Gorham 2373 Dona! F. McCarthy 0857 V.N. Mallika~una Rao 0603 George W. Workman 

0484 Robert F. Cochrane Jr. 0557 Dr James L. Hall 0404 William T. McCaw 2596 Kenneth J. Ready, Jr. 1202 William T. Wynne 

0676 Finbarr Collins 2552 Richard M. Harris 0689 John J. McDevitt 0507 James F. Reardon Jr. 2084 Arthur Zeff + 
2194 Michael J. Connolly 1669 Michael Hartnett 1872 Frank J. McGuire 2405 Mary P. Riney 
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From Ireland to the USA from 1849 to 1900 
Examples from the Time of the Anglo-American Postal Treaties (and later) 

by Hans Bergdoll 

Settlement ol Postal Fees from UK to USA from 1849untll1867 

1 Sh = 24c. For: UK-Post 3 Cent - Boat (UK or USA) 16 Cent - US-Post 5 Cent 

... ,-.1~, U•dn coarnd of hm sn11 .. , •• "••dJta•p •• 
ux USA UK 

,._.,.Jn UK/BR PKT 19Ccft SC... 19 Cent USA to UK It CENTS 
USA (unpaid): 

USA/AM·PKT l Cen1 21 Ccnt l Cent USA 10 UK 3CF.NTS 14 C .. I 
Sender in UK UK/BR PKT 19Cm SCm S Ccn1UK10 USA SCENTS 
(Paid): I S~ 

USA/AM-PKT 3 C.01 21 Ccnt 21 Ccnt UK 10 USA 21 CENTS 

Part 1 
In the previous issue, letters were introduced which were car­

ried, unpaid or paid, by British Packet ships/boats to the USA. 
Here now the second part. 

Reaistered prepaid 

·--JI\ I 

. 
?(/ /./ ,. ;77)-

Fig11re I I 

Fig. 11, 1862, registered letter from Dublin 
to Massachusetts. Posted in Dublin with the rare 
DUBLIN/REGISTERED/W. 0. on 28'" March. 
In the Windows Office, letters with speciaJ in­
structions were posted. The "W.O." was the suc­
cessor of that legendary "Window Man", who in 
pre-stamp times actually sat behind the "window" 
and accepted registered letters. 

The letter went the usual way: Dublin 28'h 
Figure I Ja 

March, Queenstown )Q'h March, to N.Y. with the "Asia" of the 
Cunard Line, arrival l J 'h April, there British Packet 12•h April. 
The speciality, however, is the registered mark. The "REGIS­
TERED with crown" was applied on board the Asia! Colin Tabaert 
gives a description of this mark in his book "Robertson Revis­
ited". He says that "Many were issued, but none have been seen 
which can definitely be attributed to onboard use. since London 
had a practically identical marking." I am proud that l have been 
able to show Colin this mark. 

The total fee amounted lo 1/6 Sh, I Sh for the Jetter and 6d for 
the R-fee. The resulting 36 (Cents) {2x I 8d) are documented in 
the New-York-Packet. The US-share amounted to 5c. The Regis­
tered fee of 6d = I 2c was divided; credit for the US-postal service 
therefore 5+6 = ll Cent'>. Because no such stamp was available, 
the calculation was noced in the lower right handwrillen: 5, 6 and, 
under that, I I in red (fig. 11 a). 

Figure 12 

Fig. 12, Christmas J 859, Ounleer, Co. Louth, over London 
lo N. Y. Postmark: Dunleer and Dublin 24'1' Dec .. London 261

h 

Dec. 1859. N. Y. J7•h Jnn. 1860. The Packet steamer "New York" 
of Lhe North Gennan Lloyd (NOL) travelled from Southampton 
to New York from the 27'h Dec. to l 71h Jan. The NOL was a con­
tractuaJ partner of the US-postal service (AM-Packet also in the 
postmark). Of the I Sh = 24c paid in DunJeer, 5+ 16 = 21 CENTS 
went therefore to the USA. Fee-slamp of London. 

Figure I 3 

Fig. 13, 1865, Belfast over London and N. Y. to Boston. By 
contract ship of the US-postal service (AM-Packet): Belfast JQ•h 
Oct., London 31" Oct., from 02nd to N. Y. Also London stamp 21 
CENTS. ln the upper right copy of the trough stamp of London 
(on the back). The postage of 1 Sh was paid by 4 stamps of3d. It 
had become usuaJ to frank foreign letters with stamps. Parts of 
postage, however, were not accepted. 

The postal service contracts of 1868 and 1870 and the 
Universal Postal Union of 1875 

Fig. 14, 1869, Belfast to Andover. After the long-tenn con­
tracts with the steamer lines had run out, the fees sank drastically: 
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from l" Jan. 1868 u nti I 31" Dec. 1869 the first weight step cost 
only 6d (12c), here with 2x3d. Settlement: 2c for the UK, also 2c 
for the USA and only Sc for the sea journey. There are no more 
cent-stamps because the ship shares were retained by the postaJ 
administrations independent of the contract ships. 

Depending on the weekday one of the following lines was en­
trusted with the transportation: Inman, Allan and Cunard Line, 
the North German Lloyd as well as the HAPAG. 

-- ... ---- .. - .... -

/ // . _},ru >/t Y 

<' ·' 

Figure 15 

F ig. 15, 1870, Belfast after Andover. The last Anglo-Ameri­
can-postal service contract of 1 January 1870 agreed a charge of 
3d for_ ounce, therefore 6c. Each country still received 2c, for 
the sea journey only 2c. The contract ended when both countries 
joined the World Postal Union on 01" July 1875. 

The problems of determining a fee "on the first view" appear 
clearly in the three letters with one, two and four 3d stamps (fig. 
15, 14 and 12). However, only the first weight step was paid. 

Fig. 16, 1894, Mullingar to New York. On 01" July 1875, 
both countries joined the Universal Postal Union. The fee from 
the UK to the USA now corresponded to the fee to all other coun­
tries: 2- l/2d for 112 ounce. This fee remained valid until the be­
ginning of World War I. A settlement by piece, weight or similar 
did not exist any more; each postaJ service administration retained 
the postage for the letters posted within. Here a registered cover, 
stamped with !Od for the third weight step, 1 to 2 ounce. The fee 
mark of the stationery (2d for the R-fee) is printed on tl'\e back. 

Fig.17, 1902, of the ship over Queenstown to Chicago. Here 
two postcards by passengers from America, written on ships of 
the Cunard Line, stamped on board with PAQUEBOT, landed in 

,.------------------·-··-----· .. - --
LETTER. 

·'. - I 
• 

Figure 16 

Figure 17 

Queenstown, then to Dublin with the DUBLIN & QUEENSTOWN 
railway, stamped in this train by the T(ravelling) P(ost) O(ffice), 
by ferry to Holyhead. To England, this was faster than with a pas­
senger ship. From London or Liverpool with the next ship to the 
USA; however, not delivered in Chicago (see triangular stan1p of 
Dead Letter Office and (not cl)aimed). 

I would like to thank for the friendly support of Colin Taebert, 
Christoph Link for the translation and Jo-Ann Delaney for proof 
reading and refining of English. 
Literature: 
Tabeart. Robertson Revisited; Hubbard/Winter, Nort.h Atlantic Mail 
Sailings 1840-1875; Moubray: British Letter Mail to Overseas Destina­
tions 1840- 1875; Beresford Montgomery. The Postage Rates oflhe North 
Atlantic Mails (1635 bis 1959); Circulars of Forschungs-Gemeinschaft 
GroBbritannien (FgGB); Die Harfe, Journal of Forschungs- und 

Arbeitsgemeinschaft Irland (FAI). • 

2004-2005 Dues are due and payable by 
31 August 2004. Send them to: 

BARNEY CI.ANCEY 
P. 0. BOX 3036 

SEMINOLE, FL 33775-3036 
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THAT WAS THE YEAR THAT WAS - 2003 
by Brian Warren (continued from previous Issue) 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

Date of 
Issue Description 

• I I,.,., (,., ,,,.H "'If,, ,, .. ,,,,J 

Special Olympics postcard 
by Aileesh O'Riordan (a_qe 15) 

Co:at 

19 Feb St. Patrick's Day · set of three prepaid postcards £1 .00 

· set of three greetings cards £ 1.80 

19 June Special Olympics ·set of 12 postcards £10.00 

14 Aug "Stampede" postcard £1 .00 

St. Patrick's Day Cards: Three postcards were 
available featuring (1) Harp and St. Patrick's Bell 
Shrine: (2) Sheep in Field; and (3) Shamrock 
superimposed on mountain and river scene. The 
Postage Paid imprint has the usual R.J. King design. It 
would have been an opportunity to use the St Patrick 
design as featured on the 41 c stamp issued later in the 
month. The St. Patrick's Festival logo also appears on 
each card. 

Three greetings cards complete with prepaid envelope 
bearing the same R.J . King stamp design were also 
available featuring (1} St. Patrick (as per 41 c stamp 
design); (2) St. Patrick's Cathedral and Parade, New 
York (as per 57c stamp design); and (3) Various Irish 
Rural Scenes. This enabled collectors to affix the 41 c 
and 57c stamps to the respective cards and obtain a 
maximum card style cancel. The envelope was similar 
to the type used in 2001 and 2002 with the wording "In 
the event .... . " positioned 2mm to the left of the three 
sender's address lines. The pre-printed 
"Priority/Aerphost" label is positioned 74mm to the right 
of the left hand side of the envelope as compared to 
68mm on the envelopes used in 2001 and 2002. A 
green "first day ot Issue" cancel was available from the 
bureau and other large main post offices for use on 
both postcards and envelope. The price of both types 
of cards remained unchanged from 2002. 

Special Olympics Postcards: In addition to the four 
stamps for the Special Olympics, a set of 
unannounced large size postcards was released by An 
Post on 19 June. An Post, a Games sponsor, ran a 
schools competition on the theme "The four corners of 

Notes 

.... - ...... --.. -_..__ .. ,___ 

Reverse of "Stampede" postcard 

per card · sold separately 

per card including prepaid envelope - sold separately 

Sold In two sealed packs or six postcards at £5.00 per pack 

per card 

Ireland welcomes the four corners of the World". 
40,000 entries were submitted from children whO were 
asked to represent the theme artistically or through the 
written word. Twelve of the winning entries were 
reproduced on postpaid postcards. The name, county 
of residence and age of each designer is recorded on 
each card but no titles were given to any of the 
designs. The postpaid stamp features the same poorly 
reproduced 2d map design used tor the Sellafield 
cards issued in 2002. Surely it would have been more 
appropriate to use one of the sheet stamp designs. 
The cards were sold in two separate shrink-wrapped 
packs of six (with paper label). 

The Games Village was located at the R.D.S. premises 
in Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 at which An Post had a stand 
and a skeleton cancel. Details and an illustration are 
included under the section "Other Special Postmarks 
and Cachets". Each Special Olympics athlete received 
a free set of cards. 

"Stampede" Postcard: During the summer months, a 
number of life-size model cows were on exhibit at 
various shopping centres in Dublin . The models were 
subsequently auctioned for charity. One of the model 
cows is covered in modern Irish stamps and was 
situated in the G.P.0. in Dublin. The model cow was 
subsequently sold for €13,000. A special postpaid 
postcard was issued featuring the cow. The same 
postpaid stamp reproducing the 2d map stamp was 
also used for this card. 

Christmas Postcard 
postcard was sent 

(Philatelic Bureau): 
to customers this 

No 
year. 
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EXHIBITION AND SOCIETY SOUVENIRS, POSTMARKS AND CACHETS - REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 

Date of 
Issue Description Cost Plate Numbers/Notes Paper Perforation 

Ladybird miniature sheet with incorrect date 
of 14 April instead of 13 April as per cac/Jet 

13 April Stampania :200~ {f!\.O.S., Oublln) 

• Seven-spotted lady-bird Miniature Sheet with 

"Stampania 2003" and date overprint In red 

10 May Irish Philatelic Circle 

18 Sept Stampa 2003 (Members' Souvenirs) 

·Postcard 

·Envelope 

€4.00 600 copies (numbered) CCP3 133/. x 1414 

€2.00 Featuring Dublin postmarks (€2.50 cancelled) 

€2.00 Illustrated with IPC logo 

·St. Patrick's Prestige Booklet with o/p 1,000 overprinted In black CCP3 1414 x 14"!. 

·Seven-spotted Ladybird miniature sheet with o/p } €25.00 1,000 overprinted in black CCP3 133/. x 1414 
} 

- Centenary of Aviation miniature sheet with o/p 1,000 overprinted In black CCP3 14'/. x 141/. 

18 Sept Stampa 2003 (Public Souvenir) 

· Phil Lynott miniature sheet with o/p 

27 Sept Cork Philatelic Society Exhibition ·Booklet 

· Illustrated cover (old Ford's Works, Cork) 

8 Nov IPTNAn Post Collectors' Road Show, Limerick 

· Nalional Gallery sheetlet (2nd issue) with o/p 

9 Nov IPTNAn Post Collectors' Road Show, Waterford 

· National Gallery sheetlet (2nd issue) with o/p 

€5.00 1,500 overprinted In black CCP3 12"/. x 1314 

€3.50 250 printed (contains 2 x 48c Ford stamps) 

€0.50 with 41c Ford stamp-110 printed. 

€9.50 600 copies (numbered) CCP3 14"/. x 14 

€9.50 600 copies (numbered) CCP3 14% x 14 

All sheetlets/miniature sheets/booklets/postcards as listed above were privately produced/overprinted by the organisers. 

Overprinting (II applicable) was wilh the permission of An Post. 
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Stampanla 2003: No postmark was available this year 
but a cachet was provided by the organisers which was 
applied to the overprinted miniature sheet. 

Covers exist with bureau CDS plus cachet. There was 
an error in the overprint on the miniature sheet which 
refers to 14 April instead of 13 April. 

IHISll l'Mll.!\TELIC 
Cl HCLF 

Obverse of /PC postcard 

Irish Philatelic Circle - Annual Convention: The 
1.P.C. held their Annual Convention at Ely House, Ely 
Place, Dublin 2 on 10/1 1 May. A special postmark was 
provided by An Post for 10 May and the Circle 
produced two souvenirs. As well as a cover (50 
serviced covers produced) , a postcard illustrating on 
the reverse eight Dublin postmarks was also avallable 
(mint or with postmark - 50 of each produced). The 
41 c Europa stamp was used on both serviced covers 
and cards. 

Cork Philatelic Exhibition: 
The annual show was held in 
Jurys Hotel , Cork. A booklet 
containing 2 x 41 c Ford stamps 
plus a special postmark and 
cover was available. The former 
Ford assembly plant was based 
in Cork and is illustrated on the 
cover. 

Stampe 2003 (10 to 12 October): The various 
souvenirs were posted in advance to members with 
certain members receiving them as early as 18 
September. The three special cancels available and 
the related stamp issues were as follows:-

10 October: 
11 October: 

12 October: 

Beetle (Fauna and Flora - Beetles) 
Propeller (Centenary of Powered 
Flight) 
Shamrock (St. Patrick) 

The designs are based on the equivalent first day 
cancels for stamps on the same theme issued during 
2003. Note the inclusion of "Dublin" instead of Baile 
Atha Cliath". No official cover was available. 

The Awards Dinner was held in the Lansdowne Hotel, 
Pembroke Road, Dublin 4 on 11 October. The Awards 
Dinner Menu was printed on the reverse of an An Post 
gold edged invitation style card. The obverse side 
reproduced the three postmarks. In addition, each card 
was cancelled with the Propeller postmark of the same 
date. Total of 50 cards produced. 

IPT A Roadshows: The Irish Philatelic Traders 
Association organised two shows on succeeding days 
in November. The first show was held in Jurys Hotel, 
Limerick (8 November) followed by a new venue the 
Granville Hotel, Waterford (9 November) . The 
Association produced a souvenir as listed for each 
event. An Post was not present and no special 
postmark (or cachet) was available. 

OVERSEAS EXHIBITIONS 

21-23. 03. 2003 

No souvenirs were issued by An Post in connection 
with any international exhibitions in 2003. I'm only 
aware of two exhibition cachets. Cachets were 
available for Philatella Cologne (21 - 23 March) and 
for Bangkok 2003 { 4 to 13 October). An Post 
attended the latter exhibition in Thailand. Ireland was 
represented at the show by Irish Commissioner, Frank 
McDonald. Neither cachet was advertised by An Post 
in Collectors News. 
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IMP 58 was last seen used at DMC on machine 3 used 
at 2:00 p.m on 7 October. By 5:30 p.m. that day, the 
slogan portion had been replaced by four dots. This 
use of the four dots is common on foreign addressed 
mail where the optical character recognition technology 
reads a non-Irish address; however it is very unusual 
for Irish addressed mail. The four dots were used on 
all mails, including Irish addressed mail, until 30 
October 2003. 

otsCoVer P•) ftl..ao1se 
f'MC 

12. H .vj 
r'.:7 r_.~ ;:·r;. 
:.'3~: :~12 

IMP 59, used 12 November 2003 on PMC machine 2 

IMP 59 - Discover I Science+ Engineering 

In use from 30 October. This slogan had the 
"Discover" portion in a typeface utilising cogs, and 
similar engineering, Nutty Professor type characters. 
IMP 59 was replaced by the usual POST EARLY I 
FOR CHRISTMAS I - POST slogan on 26 November. 
It was also re-used on DMC machine 4 on 3 
December. 

IMP 60, used 17 December 2003 on DMC machine 1 

, · "U:. 
______ ! .. f~-,,----·· 

\ Bfjmifrifm:; ··~ \ _______ .111 .. wL 
f.Al.f' STJ'.JiTS 11 JAN 
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IMP 60, used 11 December 2003 on PMC machine 1 

IMP 60- BUDGET TRAVEL I SALE STARTS 6 JAN I 
www .budgettravel.ie 

First noted in use on 8 December. This slogan was 
also in use at the Athlone Mail Centre from 9 
December. Last used on 5 January 2004. 

IMP 61, used on 4 December 2003 at AMC 

IMP 61 - POST EARLY I FOR CHRISTMAS I= POST 
(white lettering on black background) 

This was only in use on one of the machines at the 
Athlone Mail Centre (with tag code 3980) and was the 
first slogan to be used at the AMC. Only used on 4, 5 
and 8 December (no IMP use at AMC on weekend of 6 
& 7 December). Presumably the negative image was 
an error although it was not replaced by the regular 
positive image (IMP 11 ). It was replaced by IMP 60 on 
9 December. 

Athlone Mails Centre 

AMC IMP c41nct;ll(ltiQn with town in /rish 

From 11 February 2003, the IMP impressions from 
AMC changed to incorporate the town name in Irish -
note also "Mail" became "Mails". 

Cork Mails Centre 

Test mail from Cork Mails Centre ("CMC") was noted 
in use with CORK MAILS CENTRE I CMC I 24.05.03 
which had Athlone Mails Centre I 25.05.03 (machine 
2) superimposed on them. The tag code was Athlone 
only. 

CORK M.6.ILS CENrRt: 
CMC 

n .0s.03 

00026000 

CMG IMP cancellation of 11 August 2003 - centred format 

It is believed that CMC became operational on 11 
August 2003. An IMP "wavy lines" cancellation, similar 
to that originally used at Athlone, was used on and 
from that date. The IMP impression is worded CORK 
MAILS CENTRE I CMC I 11 .08.03 I (plus a number 
which does not match the indent on reverse). Note all 
English wording. 
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CORK M/l,JLS CENTRE 
CMC 
10.09.03 

~01 27315 

CMG IMP cancellation of 10 Sep1ember 2003 ·left aligned format 

The CMC IMP cancellation initially used shows the 
CMC, date and number In a centred format. Sometime 
in September 2003, this format was changed and the 
CMC, date and number are now left aligned for one of 
the four CMC machines In use. The first slogan to be 
seen used at the CMC was IMP 56 ("Argos") on 29 
January 2004. There was no use of IMP slogans in 
Cork during 2003. The wording has not yet been 
altered to include the town name In Irish. 

Postage Paid IMPs 

l.IJlllBPOn 
POSIACZ PAID 

Bait.Ath.cliath?:::: '--
DMC :--_ ~ 

14.01.03 :::::: loofTA :::::::::-

:::::--- --~ -.:::: ::::.:~ 

IMP P1 - incorrect /ochta spelling 
used 14 January 2003 on DMC machine 4 

IMP P2 - correct loctha spelllng 
used 22 June 2003 on DMC machine 2 

IMP P2 (PAID 2) - Letterpost I Postage Paid I = 
POST with IOCHTA 

The incorrect spelling of IOCHTA per IMP P1 was last 
seen on 2 March 2003. The corrected spelling of 
IOCTHA as per IMP P2 was first seen on 5 March 
2003. IMP slogan P2 is frequently used at the DMC, 
mainly on DMC machine 4. II was first seen used in 
Port Laoise, on machine 2, on 13 October 2003. 

IMP cancels with "IOCHTHA" have been used at both 
AMC and CMC but without any Letterpost slogan at 
left. 

Repeated Slogans 

IMP 11 - POST EARLY I FOR CHRISTMAS I :POST 
(in use from late November to 7 December) was used 
at all DMC and both PMC machines but not al AMC or 
CMC. 

IMP 7 • ALWAYS INCLUDE A I RETURN ADDRESS I 
ON YOUR ENVELOPE/=POST which is the usual 
default slogan used on all machines in the absence of 
a sponsored or An Post slogan was noted in use in late 
July. 

SP 340 LUCOZADE I SPORT I GOOD LUCK I 
IRELAND appeared occasionally in Galway up to 
June. 

Other Slogan News 

(illustrations are full size) 

Pass on your I Postcode slogan 
used al Dublin on 27 May 2003 

In May 2003, a Universal machine with a Baile Atha 
Cliath die (H) was recorded in use to obliterate 
adhesive stamps primarily on large (A4 size) letters. 
The cancellation used the UK Pass on your Postcode 
slogan. Presumably, this machine was purchased from 
Royal Mail and the UK slogan was used in error. Also 
noted with the town die Inverted (20 May). 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

December - An Post Christmas Card: I did not see 
any An Post Christmas card this year. 

December - Santa Christmas Envelope: The 2003 
envelope was a repeat of the design used since 1997 
but in a larger format (240 mm x 163 mm). 

June - Enamel Pins: An Post produced two enamel 
pins for the Special Olympics - one featured the 
Special Olympics and An Post logos (as featured on 
each card) - the second reproduced the 41 c stamp 
design. 

Model Vehicles: A Model T Ford post office van was 
available in connection with the Ford stamp issue 
(cost: €15). In addition, a boxed set of five different 
vehicles was sold from 14 November (cost: €60) . 
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