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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Paul Bento 

1 am pleased to announce that Liam Malone of Washington, 
D.C. has come forward to serve as editor of The Revealer. 
Liam has graduate degrees in literary studies from Florida State 
and Catholic University. His work at Catholic University fo­
cused on Irish Studies. He has beld several human resource 
positions for various non-profits and currently serves as human 
resource director for a trade association and thus understands 
what a membersh.ip organization such as the EPA is all about. 

Liam has collected Irish stamps since 1968 and bas a wide va­
riety of Irish philatelic interests. He was collaborating with 
George Nicholson on an article on the Hoban issue around the 
time of George's sudden passing. I will invite Liam to prepare 
a more descriptive autobiography for the Fall issue of The Re-
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President's Message (Cont.) 

veaJer. For now, he has jumped right in to complete 
this Summer issue with the assistance of Wynne 
Nicholson and Dave Brennan. 

We cannot thank Wynne Nicholson enough for her 
efforts on our behalf since her husband's death. She 
completed George's work on the Winter issue and 
edited the Spring issue on her own. The Summer issue 
you are reading was 90% completed by Wynne before 
handing over the reins to Liam. We will forever be in 
her debt. 

The appointment of Liam as editor does not absolve 
the rest of us of our responsibilities. Liarn will need 
content to edit and that has to come largely from our 
membership. If you have been working on a pet pro­
ject, preparing an exhibit, or researching some piece of 
Irish philately, please turn your work into an article for 
The Revealer. 

Please remember that our 2009 Annual General Meet­
ing will be held at CIDCAGOPEX November 20-22. 
Dust off those exhibits, update the content, and partici­
pate in the show. Visit www.chicagopex.com for infor­
mation on exhibiting and other details concerning the 
show. Our Fall issue will contain our meeting times 
and housing information. 

We have an obvious need to recruit new EPA mem­
bers. We have some resources available to help you do 
this. lfyou are attending a local show, Dave Brennan 
has a one page flier that he can email to you so you 
can make copies. Barney Clancy has Revealer back 
issues that can also be sent to you to be given away. 
Let us all try to make this effort on behalf of the Asso­
ciation. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
New Members 

2803 Keegan, Don 
1025 Granville Ave. #3 
Los Angeles CA 90049 
don.keegan@yahoo.com 

2804 6 hAllmhurain, Sean 
4, AscaiU Bhride 
An tSraid Nua, Luimneach 

Resignations 
2626 Finertie, Robert 

Deceased 
1357 Gavagban, James J. 
2538 Schmidt, William R. 

Change of Address 
2749 Winters, Gus 

77794 Orchard Line Rd 
RR#l-Box 10 
Bayfield, Ontario NOM I GO 
Canada 

New Email Addresses 

P lease send new or corrected email 
addresses to Barney Clancy at 
bclanz@aol.com 
2487 Ranki,n, James M. 

jamesmrankin@btinternet.com 
2798 Woods, Pat 

pat@jpwoods.ie 

Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues 
2773 Akin Sr., John B. 
2726 Black, Henry 
2064 Buse Jr., Raymond L. 
2224 Bussell, Frank L. 
1369 Carey, James F. 
2707 Clark, Mona Ann 
2633 Craig, Wallace A. 
2769 Dennany, Mike F. 
2708 Edwards, David F. 
2322 Godfrey, Joseph C. 

2207 Gorham, James M. 
2716 Holcomb, Barton R. 
2779 Judge, Patrick J. 
2373 McCarthy, Donal F. 
L935 McLain, William P. 
1451 Mitchell, Thomas C. 
2761 Monahan, Thomas J. 
2767 Mulcahy, Richard J. 
1462 Napier, James H. 
2609 Norstedt, Johann A. 
2277 O 'Mahony, Finbar 
2788 Regan, Stephen 
2551 Roche, Robert P. 
2730 Ruggle, Richard E. 
2778 Sharp, Max A. 
2687 Smith, Daniel 
2571 Smithers, Paddy J. 
2603 Stafford, Austin 
1371 Stagnaro, Frank R. 
2444 Taylor, Jackson W. 
2785 Van Fossen, James E. 
2572 Van Ort, Bill & Peg 
2736 Walsh Jr., Arthur J. 

Membership Status 
Membership as of Feb. 16, 2009 

..... 417 
New Members +2 
Deceased -2 
Resignations -1 
Dropped for Non-
Payment of Dues -34 
Membership as ofMay 16, 2009 

. .... 383 

Interested in all things Irish? IF YOU COLLECT IRELAND 

Send for your FREE 2009 Price List 
covering all issues from 1922-2008 

Collect all commemorative and definitive 
stamps from Ireland. 

Log on to www.irishstamps.ie and see 
what we have in store for 2009. 

For SPECIALISED material including 
Postal History, request my next 

MAIL SALE LIST 

A.R.BALLARD 
PO Box 780, London SE13 SQA, 

U.K 
email ; irishstamps@btinternet.com 
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Positional Flaws Recently Discovered in First and Second Irish Definitive Issues 
(Continued from the Spring Issue) 

By Patrick M Evans 

Flaws in the E Watermark id Map Stamp 

I first became aware of a possible constant flaw in 
stamp 12 of row I of the E watermarked l d Map 
stamp when 1 bought a page of used specimen~ on 
piece. from Padraig O'Shea of Rave~ Stamps m Cork 
in 2000. The stamps allegedly conta ined examples of 
"a distinct break in the arc directly under the first 
"E" of "Eire". The annotation continued, "Alt~ou~h 
not catalogued, it has been verified by Mr. Eddie Fitz­
gerald of Dublin, and is scarcer used than mint. This 
( 1961) seems to be the earliest known date of use. " 

It took me another two years to trace the report to The 
Revealer, the journal of the USA-based Eire Philatelic 
Association (Ref. 2 1 ). In 1987 Eddie Fitzgerald had 
reported a 1967 observation that there existe~ a con­
stant clear break in the semi-circular frame lme under 
the first E of Eire in the E Watermarked Ld Map. It 
had appeared in the bottom stamp of the c~il-joi.n in a 
paste-up coil and subsequent research had identified 
that the flaw occurred in Row 1112 in some sheets but 
not others. From this it was concluded that more than 
one plate was being used to print the stamps. This con­
clusion was probably correct. lt is known that five 
plates were in use for printing the ld Map by 1923. A 
further seven were produced between 1937 and 1949 
(Ref. 2. 3, 4, 5, 6). 

In 2003 Padraig O'Shea of Raven Stamps in Cork 
managed to obtain for me a top half sheet of E water­
marked I d Map stamps. This contained the 
"Fitzgerald Flaw" on Row l/12. Later that same year 
Declan O'Kelly of Cathedral Stamps, Dublin obtained 
three E watermarked 1 d Map paste up coil joins con­
taining the "Fitzgerald Flaw" on the lower stamp. 
Naturally, I purchased them. There the matter rested, 
and would have stayed resting, had not the Archangel 
Gabriel (Patron Saint of Philatelists!) presented a mi­
raculous opportunity to study 135 complete sheets of 
the E Watermarked ld Map, together with some part­
sheets, to determine the prevalence of the "Fitzgerald 
Flaw''. 

The study was relatively easy. as only one stamp at 

position 1-12 needed viewing. The white paper used 
suggests that all of the material studied was from a 
printing in the 1960s (Ref'. I) and ~is is supported .by 
the existence of used specimens (Figs 25, 26). Durmg 
a discussion on possible publication of this confirma­
tion of the "Fitzgerald Flaw" Declan O 'Kelly sug­
gested that the 135 sheets be studied for other. const~nt 
flaws. I took his advice and embarked on the rncred1-
bly laborious task of examining and compari~g every 
positional stamp on 135 complete sheets. This paper 
describes the results of that study. 

I am grateful to the many philatelic collectors and 
dealers who have given me so much support, encour­
agement and advice during this study, to those who 
have given me access to material. sent computer 
scans and those who have even given me material 
free df charge. But this research is only the tip of a 
very large iceberg! There is a pressing need for access, 
through mail, email, visits, or computer sc~s, to any 
and all multiples, blocks and sheets of the Flfst an~ 
Second Irish Definitives. T should be more than will­
ing to share my own material and work collaboratively 
with any others researching this same area. 

Findings and Discussion 
Twenty three positional flaws have been identified in 
the material studied. 

IRELAND! 

Postally used 
1922 - 1995 

No Limits Stamps 
PO Box 8795 

Madison WI 53708 

stamps@nohm1tsstamps.com 
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Jubilee Line Flaws 

Row 10-12 CR) Jubilee Line Chip 
on 13 7 sheets (100%) 
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THE REVEALER 

Row 16-12 (R) Jubilee Line Chip 
on 138 sheets (100%) 

Summer2009 

Row 20-8(R)Jubilee Line Chip 
on 137 sheets (100) 

--- 1 -
.. ---

Three of the flaws identified relate to broken jubilee lines in positions 10-12, 16-12, and 20-8. While jubilee 
line flaws are not usually catalogued, they are included here for the sake of philatelic interest. For this author, 
the interesting point about them is that while they appeared on all of the sheets studied, they did not appear on 
an additional sheet recently provided by Padraig O'Shea of Raven Stamps, Cork, Ireland, even though this 
sheet did contain five of the positional flaws listed below (1-7, 10-7, 14-1 , 15-1, 16-2). This raises two ques­
tions; did the jubilee line flaws occur at a later stage in the plate's life, and if so, why? A more intriguing ques­
tion, however, is whether the absence of the jubilee flaws on the O'Shea specimen indicates that the sheet is 
from a different plate that nevertheless contains some of the other flaws identified. This would mean that flaws 
1-7, 10-7, 14-1, 15-1, and 16-2 could be found on more that one plate! 

"Dot" Flaws 
Ten of the positional flaws identified comprise red "dots". Their positions are as follows: 

Row 4-8 Red Dot (L) Internal Frame on 46 sheets 
(33%) HB No Dl 7c 

Row 14-4 Red Dot (R) " 1 "Frame gap on 32 sheets 
(23%) HB No D17g 

Row 15-1 Red Dot on (R) top corner of internal frame 
on 138 sheets (100%) HB No Dl 7h 
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Row 16-11 (L) Lattice Flaw on 45 sheets (33%) HB 
NoD17k 

Row 17-6 Red Dot (R) frame on 42 sheets (31 %) HB 
NoD17m 

Row 19-2 Red Dot inside (R) lattice on 31 sheets 
{23%) Not Catalogued 

The importance which should be attached to "dots" is 
a valid question for both the philatelist, and for the 
compilers of catalogues. After all, many individual 
stamps will contain a variety of blemishes, whether 
tthey be dots, line breaks, white patches, and so on. 
The critical point is that the red flaws described here 
occur in the same identifiable position on a number of 
sheets. In some cases, it is difficult to know whether 
tthe flaw is due to temporary presence of contaminat­
ing material on the plate or roller or whether it occurs 
as a result of metal damage within the recessed areas, 
resulting in raised pieces of metal that take up ink and 
print out as a flaw. 
In these respects, Flaws 10-7 and 15-1 are of particu­
lar interest. Thanks to material provided by David 
MacDonnell ofMacDonnell Whyte Auction House in 

Row 17-1 Red Dot 4 th vertical line top (L) comer on 
137 sheets (100%) Not Catalogued 

Row 18-2 Red Dot inside (L) frame on 45 sheets 
(33%) HB No Dl7o 

Row 20-4 Red Dot inside (L) frame on 60 sheets 
(43%) HB No D17q 

Dublin, Ireland, and Padraig O 'Shea of Raven Stamps, 
Cork, Ireland, it can now be confirmed for the first 
time that these two flaws also occur in. The First (SE 
Wmk) Definitive Issue. Though it is yet to be conclu­
sively established, there is also very good reason to 
speculate that Flaws 10-7 and 15-l (and Flaw 16-2-
see below) are constant flaws, occurring on the origi­
nal printing plate. 

A number of points may be relevant to this discussion. 
Are the red flaws due to temporary presence of con­
taminating material on the plate or roller? Are they 
due to metal damage within the recessed areas result­
ing in raised pieces of metal that take up ink and print 
out as a flaw? 
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"Break" or "White" Flaws 
Ten of the positional flaws identified comprise "Breaks" in the red lines of the stamp design, and thus appear 
as "White" breaks or "blobs". Examination of thousands of ld Map stamps shows many non-constant "white" 
areas that are not part of the stamp design, indicating that inking may well sometimes have been a problem. 
Are these white "constant" flaws due to breaks in the raised design, caused by machine damage, careless han­
dling, plate wear or, as David MacDonnell has suggested, poor quality paper, or all of these? 

The ten flaws described occur in the following positions: 

Row 1-7 "Tadpole" Flaw on 138 sheets Cl 00%) HB 
NoD17a 

Row 7-5 White (R) "l" Frame Flaw on 135 sheets 
(100%) HB No D17d 

Row 14-1 Line Break (R) horizontal line below Arch 
on 137 sheets (100%) HB No Dl 7f 

Row 1-12 "Fitzgerald Flaw" Arc Break on 81 sheets 
(60%) HB No D17b 

Row 7-8 Circle Flaw CL) Lattice on 135 sheets 
(100%) HB No Dl 7e 

Row 16-2 White (L) 'T' Frame Flaw on 138 sheets 
(100%) HB Nos D2a & D17i 

Row 16-12 Comma Flaw on (R) lattice on 138 sheets 
(100%) HB No D171 



THE REVEALER Sammer2009 

Row 17-11 White Crescent Flaw below E accent on 136 
sheets (1 00%) HB No DI 7n 

The material provided by David MacDonnell and 
Padraig O 'Shea has also confirmed a finding, previ­
ously based on only one example, that Flaw 16-2 also 
occurs in the First (SE Wmk) Definitive Issue. 

Conclusion 
One only has to read the journals of specialised pbila­
tel ic societies to be made aware of how much the en­
joyment of philately can be enriched for the ordinary 
collector by the study of archives that have been care­
fully preserved and made available to the specialised 
researcher. Indeed, during this study I have benefi ted 
greatly from this past research and also the generosity 
of many collectors and dealers who have given so 
freely of their knowledge and their time. I hope publi­
cation of these findings will lead all collectors of 
Irish postage stamps to a more careful study of their 
definitive collections. 

It is known that An Post (the Irish Post Office) (Ref. 
24) and the Irish Revenue Commissioners hold valu­
able archival material. One hopes that the recently 
opened Revenue Museum in the Crypt of Dublin Cas­
tle, and the rumoured opening of a postal museum in 
the General Post Office, Dublin, will facilitate access 
to material hitherto difficu lt to access. In addition, 
much material on the manufacture and repair of print­
ing plates, right up to the end of the issues, is held in 
the UK National Archive and British Library. One 
hopes that the publication of this paper will stimulate 
further research and access to these resources. 

But what does the future hold for research into this 
area? The discovery of twenty-three newly discov­
ered positional flaws in the 1 d Map stamp will hope­
fully lead to discussion, debate, and even disagree­
ment, on their significance to the field of Irish Philat­
ely. The discovery of so many varieties in one print-

Row 18-5 Wave Break Flaw in ® wave line on 133 sheets 
(97%) HB No D I 7p 

ing of one value of an issue that has survived for 45 
years is perhaps an indication of the potential size of 
a completely new field in Irish Philately. How many 
hundreds of positional flaws remain to be discovered 
on all of the First and Second Defini tive Series val­
ues? And bow many different papers, gums, water­
marks and shades are there for research? I will be 
delighted to receive images any collector wishes to 
send in order confirm the existence or otherwise of 
these flaws on their material, free of charge. Above 
all, I hope to hear from other philatelists who wish to 
review my material, to share their own sheets or part 
sheets for further research, and to collaborate in any 
aspect of research into the First and Second Irish De­
finitive Issues, with a view to jointly publishing our 
findings for the benefit of the wider philatelic com­
munity. 

Raven Stamps 
12C Washington St. West, 

Cork, Ireland 

For all your Irish Stamp 
requirements 

Tel+ 353 21 4271750, 
Fax + 353 21 4271779 

Website 
www.ravenstamps.com 

e-mail 
sales@ravenstamps.com 
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THAT WAS THE YEAR THAT WAS- 2008 
Part2 

by Brian Warren 

POSTAGE LABELS 
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Dublin Airport label - First Day of Issue 
(A280 - 6.10.2008) with original "test" 

number for location/machine - 4567123 

New Postal Service centres were due to be 
installed at Dublin Airport and the GPO Dublin on 
Monday 21 July. These self-service kiosks are 
manufactured by the German firm, Wincor 
Nixdorf and allow customers to buy self-adhesive 
postal labels, weigh items, select a destination 
(national or international) and give receipts and 
post items in an adjoining postbox - all using 
touch screen technology. However, the only 
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€ 0.95 
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€ 0.82 

€ 1.50 

A;JO ll 
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Dublin Airport label 
(A304 - 30.10.2008) with correct 

number for location/machine - 9802001 

machine installed on 21 July was inside the main 
public office of the GPO Dublin. The machine 
continually broke down and was switched off the 
same day and removed the following day. 

Few collectors bothered to obtain labels from the 
GPO machine on the day of issue and FDCs with 
labels from this machine will be rare. 



P•1e 10 THE REVEALER Summerl009 

Ref. on 
Location Phosphor stamp 

Bureau Frame 0250001 
Bureau 3 Bars 0250001 
GPO Dublin Frame 9801001 
GPO Dublin 3 Bars 9801001? 
Dublin Airport 3 Bars 4567123 
Dublin Airport 3 Bars 9802001 
Tallaght S.C. 3 Bars 9804001 
Merrion S.C. 3 Bars 9805001 
Blanchardstown S.C. 3 Bars 9803001 
Greystones S.C. 3 Bars 9806001 

The four standard values dispensed by the 
machine are 55c (inland rate), 82c (overseas 
rate), 95c (large envelope inland rate) and €1.50 
(large envelope overseas rate). By using the 
"Weigh and Pay" feature, other values 
appropriate for each destination and type of 
posting (envelope, large envelope, packet or 
parcel) can be obtained, but the minimum value is 
the 55c inland rate. 

A maximum of five stamps could be obtained in 
any one strip but you could designate the value 
order. However, since at least early March 2009, 
strips are no longer available, as the integrated 
guillotine operates as each stamp is printed. The 
machine accepts both coins and notes. 
Debit/credit cards are not currently accepted by 
the machine and the maximum note value 
accepted is €10. Change in coin is given. 
Receipts can also be obtained in English or Irish. 

The labels incorporate the four designs used for 
the 2006 Waterways set and feature the River 
Barrow, the River Erne, the River Shannon and 
the Grand Canal. The designs are preprinted on 
the left-hand side of the labels, with the machine 
printed postage value appearing on the right-hand 
side. Below the value, there are two other 
machine printed lines of information. The first line 
refers to the Year of Issue of the labels (with A 
being Year 1, i.e. 2008) followed by a number 203 
representing the day in the year (e.g. 21 July 
being the 203rd day of the year - a somewhat 
bizarre method of indicating the date). The 
second line of data gives a number which 
identifies the location (first four digits) and the 
machine identifier (the following three digits). 

FOi ref. 
First dav of Issue on stamo 

21Julv2008 A203 
See note below A203 
21Julv2008 A203 
Not vet issued Not vet issued 
6 October 2008 A280 
30 October 2008 A304 
17 October 2008 A291 
22 October 2008 A296 
4 November 2008 A309 
Not known - see below N/A 

Blanchardstown Shopping Centre 
machine and special posting box 

Labels from the GPO machine bear the number 
9801001 whereas labels sold at the philatelic 
counter bear the number 0250001 (and the 21 
July date of A203). The bureau sells the labels in 
a strip of 4 x 55c stamps. All initial labels had a 
phosphor frame. 

There is no indication on either the labels or the 
backing paper as to the printer but Collectors 
News refers to the firm Label Art which is based 
in Dublin. A first day cover with postmark was 
provided by the bureau and the serviced FDCs 
sold by them bear the 0250001 labels (see also 
further note below). 
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Office. The postage paid imprint includes a 
reference to Oxegen '08. Each of the cards 
measures 147mm x 104mm. There was no 
special postmark. 

Unfortunately, only those with tickets for the 
festival could access the post office but, as far as 
I can ascertain, there was no counter 
cancellation, although there was a reference in 
"Postnews" to a Registered Post facility. 

The mobile office was staffed from Naas Post 
Office so perhaps a datestamp of that office was 
used on such mail. Given the age profile for the 
event, I doubt if there would be any demand for 
registered or express services. Mobile top-ups 
were probably the main seller. All mail was 
transferred to the Portlaoise Mails Centre. 

OM 2007 
Pott•ae h ld 
Postas loctha 

Jamboree 2008: This international jamboree was 
also held at Punchestown Racecourse and used 
the facilities already in place for Oxegen. The 
nine-day event, held from 2 to 10 August, 
commemorated 100 years of scouting in Ireland. 

The An Post Mobile Post Office was also on site 
for this Jamboree and a single postpaid postcard 
was issued. The card measures 147mm x 104mm 
and there are at least three shade variations. The 

postage paid imprint includes a reference to 
Jamboree 2008. 

Mobile Post Office at Jamboree 2008 
(photo courtesy of Tony Finn) 

As for Oxegen, there was no special postmark or 
counter cancellation and mail was transferred to 
the Portlaoise Mails Centre. Any cards I have 
seen that were posted at the event failed to 
receive an IMP cancellation, presumably due to 
the lack of phosphor on stationery items. 

Culture Night at the GPO: Dublin's first Culture 
Night took place in 2006 and since then it has 
grown to include over 100 of the city's arts and 
cultural organisations. This year, on Friday 19 
September, An Post hosted an event in the GPO 
from 6pm to 1 Opm which included a talk on the 
historic pictures and the Proclamation in the 
philatelic bureau. 

A special card was given out free to all who 
visited the GPO on the night, all of which were 
gone by 7 .30pm. Of a large format, it measures 
208mm x 147mm and the obverse shows an 
illustration of the GPO at dusk. An Post 
advertised it on their website as a "postage paid" 
card but there was no imprint. Instead, an 
ordinary postage stamp was affixed to each card. 
Various 82c values were used. I have seen the 
82c definitive, the Transatlantic Cable stamp and 
both the 82c Film stamps. 

The issue date coincided with the issue of the Old 
Age Pension and National University of Ireland 
stamps but they do not appear to have been used 
on the cards. No special cancellation was 
provided. 

None of the above cards (Oxegen, Jamboree, 
Culture Night) were available from the bureau. 



...... 
EXHIBITION AND SOCIETY SOUVENIRS AND POSTMARKS 

Date of 
Issue Description Cost Numbers/Notes Paper Perforation Printer 

16 Feb Irish International Coin Fair - Stampa cover €5.00 . illustrated cover with CDS cancel and Stam pa printed cachet 

12 Mar Dublin Stamp Society - Illustrated cover €4.00 # with special postmark DSS 

(60th Anniversary Display) - Overprinted postcard €4.00 # with special postmark An Post 

6Apr Stampania 2008 - Celtic Cats sheetlet with o/p €12.00 . 600 printed CCP3 14 x 14% Mahons 

- Dublin Stamp Society Illustrated cover €4.00 # with special postmark DSS 

- Overprinted postcard with added Imprint €4.00 # with special postmark An PosUDSS 

30ct Stampa 2008 (Members' Souvenirs) 

- 78c Rugby World Cup miniature sheet (2007) 1,200 overprinted CCP3 13Y.x 13Y. Mahons 

- Celtic Cats miniature sheet (2007) 1,200 overprinted CCP3 13Y. x13Y. Mahons 

- Year of the Rat miniature sheet (2008) } €25.00 • 1,200 overprinted CCP3 14:Y. x 14 Mahons 

- International rate (10 x 82c) self-adhesive Booklet 
} 

1,200 overprinted 11Y.x 11Ya Mahons 

30ct Stampe 2008 (Public Souvenir) 

- Viking Heritage miniature sheet (2007) €5.00 . 1,500 overprinted CCP3 14Y. x 14 Mah ons 

3Nov Dublin Stamp Society - Illustrated cover €4.00 # with special postmark DSS 

(Visit to Dublin Mails Centre) 

19 Nov Dublin Stamp Society - Illustrated cover €4.00 # with special postmark DSS 

(60th Anniversary Banquet) 

22Nov Cork Stamp & Coln Exhibition - Booklet EJ.00 . 3SO printed (contains a pair of SSc Olympic stamps) 

- Fungi miniature sheet with overprint €5.00 . 1,000 overprinted in black CCP3 14 x 14:Y. Mahons 

- Illustrated cover €1 .00 . 147 covers printed 

The production and overprinting (If applicable) of all sheetlets I miniature sheets I booklets I covers marked with an ast.erisk above were 

arranged by the organisers of each show. Overprinting was with the permission of An Post. 

# The postcards were produced by An Post for the Dublin Stamp Society. The covers were produced by the Dublin Stamp Society. 

None of the items were sold by An Post. 
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The Square, Tal/aght with larger posting box 

Five further machines were installed during the 
remainder of the year at (1) Dublin Airport 
(Departures Floor); (2) The Square Shopping 
Centre, Tallaght, Dublin 24; (3) Merrion Shopping 
Centre, Dublin 4; (4) Blanchardstown Shopping 
Centre, Dublin 15; and (5) Greystones Shopping 
Centre, Co. Wicklow. The first dates of operation 
for four of the machines are set out in the table 
on the previous page. 

The machine in Greystones was due to be 
installed on 17 November but as of 1 pm on that 
day, when I visited the shopping centre, there 
was no machine on site. I was told by the local 
Tesco manager that a further electrical point had 
yet to be put in place before the machine could be 
installed. By chance, I met a repair engineer on 
New Year's Eve at the Dublin Airport machine 
who informed me that the Greystones machine 
had been in operation for some time. A visit to the 
machine later that day confirmed that this was the 
case. Subsequently, I have obtained a used 
example with the date reference A327 for 
Saturday 22 November so the installation date 
was sometime between 17 and 22 November. If 
this pilot scheme is successful, it is the intention 
of An Post to roll out these machines nationwide. 

The labels in all of the machines were different in 
that three short phosphor bars replaced the usual 
phosphor frame of the 21 July issue. I understand 
one of the reasons for the malfunction of the GPO 
machine on 21 July was the phosphor frame -
thus the change to three phosphor bars. 

Suuaer2009 

Dublin Airport machine with 
touchscreen in open position during repair work 

The first Dublin Airport labels had an unusual 
location/machine number of "4567123". This initial 
set was a "Test number" and by 30 October the 
number reference was altered to "9802001" (see 
illustrations). The change happened sometime 
between 9.30am on Monday 20 October 2008, 
when I flew out from Dublin Airport on holidays, 
and Barn on Thursday 30 October 2008, when I 
returned. Can any member confirm an earlier date 
than 30 October? 

The location references for all remaining 
machines also begin with 980 .... The GPO 
machine has yet to be reinstated and presumably 
all new labels from this machine will have three 
phosphor bars. 

Finally, at Stampa, the An Post stand were selling 
first day covers of the original bureau issue of 21 
July with labels with three phosphor bars. The 
mint copies still had the phosphor frame. By 
November both mint labels and FDCs obtained 
from the bureau had three phosphor bars, all with 
the original A203 date for 21 July. 

Few collectors have been able to obtain labels 
from the new machines on the day of installation 
as no general advance notice was given by An 
Post. FDC's and even mint labels, with the issue 
date reference will be scarce. 



POSTAL STATIONERY 

Date of 
Issue Description Cost 

Feb? Prepaid Envelope 60p 

11 July Oxegen '08 - Prepaid Postcards (3) €1 .00 

2Aug International Scout Jamboree - Prepaid Postcard €1 .00 

19 Sept Culture Night at the GPO - Postcard no charge 

--- - l!IRE ---=== 

Prepaid Envelope: In February I first noted a 
new version of the prepaid envelope. The caption 
on the front of the envelope above the space for 
the sender's address previously read "In event of 
non-delivery return to". It has now been replaced 
with the shorter bilingual notation "Return 
Address/Seoladh Fillte". The inside of the 
envelope has the same 'blue circles within 
squares' design. The cost of the envelope (60c) 
includes the minimum inland postage of 55c. 

Apart from the prepaid envelope, the only other 
stationery item issued by An Post was the 
registered envelope. Postcards are no longer 
produced although some smaller post offices 
have old supplies in stock. The last pack of 
aerogrammes was issued in 2000 and had 
disappeared from most post offices by 2002. 

Oxegen '08: Oxegen is an annual music festival 
held since 2004 which was previously known as 
Witness. The festival was originally a two-day 
event, but for 2008 was expanded to three days. 

Note Printer 

new format - see below 

per card - see below 

see below 

with 82c postage stamp An Post Print & Design 

It took place at Punchestown Racecourse, Naas, 
Co. Kildare from Friday 11 July to Sunday 13 July 
2008. The campsite was open from noon on 
Thursday 10 July. The average attendance each 
day was 80,000 people with most of them 
camping on site for the three days. This year An 
Post, Marketing Communications had a Mobile 
Post Office on site to cater for the postal needs 
of those attending. 

M,§fif•e .. 
OMJ007 

l'ost:ap hid 
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An Post produced three postpaid cards for the 
event which were only on sale at the Mobile Post 
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International Coin Fair (RDS Dublin): Although no 
special postmark was provided for this two-day 
show (16/17 February), the organisers of the 
annual Stampa exhibition had a sales stand and 
sold large C5 size illustrated serviced covers with 
a Baile Atha Cliath CDS of either date (used at 
the Dublin Mails Centre), together with a printed 
cachet advertising the 2008 exhibition (see 
illustrations). Note that the cachet incorrectly 
refers to 10-13 October although the show was 
the usual three-day event which took place from 
10 to 12 October. 

In order to advertise their attendance at the above 
show and to advise members of the dates of the 
2008 Stampa exhibition, copies of the 2003 
Special Olympics postage paid card ("Failte" 
design) were overprinted with a suitable message 
and sent to all Stampa members prior to the Coin 
Fair. These cards were also cancelled with the 
same Baile Atha Cliath CDS cancel used at the 
Dublin Mails Centre. 

Dublin Stamp Society -
60th Anniversary: The 
Dublin Stamp Society 
celebrated its Diamond 
Jubilee this year. A 
special display relating to 
the history of the Society 
was presented to 
members at their normal 

fortnightly meeting at the Teachers Club, Parnell 
Square, Dublin 1 on 12 March. A special 
postmark which incorporating two seahorses was 
provided by An Post; seahorses are a decoration 
that can be found on a number of Dublin bridges 
and they are used by the Society as a logo on 

their covers and letterhead. A special cover 
featuring the Dublin City Arms was provided by 
the Society for use with the postmark. In addition, 
An Post kindly provided overprinted copies of the 
withdrawn postage paid card showing the GPO 
interior during the 1916 Rising which was issued 
in 2002 and withdrawn in 2006. The card was 
overprinted "Congratulations to Dublin Stamp 
Society on their Diamond Jubilee from An Post". 
All cards were cancelled with the special 
postmark. Both the serviced cover and the 
postcard were provided without charge to all 
members attending the meeting. 

Later in the year, on 3 November, members 
visited the Dublin Mails Centre, and a further 
special postmark was provided by An Post 
which was used on covers produced by the 
Society. The postmark incorporates the 
Society's Seahorses logo. An alternate cover 
was also available for use with operational 
postmarks in use at the Mails Centre at the time 
of the visit. 

A postmark was also provided by An Post for the 
Anniversary Banquet which was held in the 
Teachers Club (Club na Muinteoirf) on 19 
November, where the Society's regular meetings 
are held. The postmark incorporates the Club's 
crest. The Society also produced its own cover for 
this event. 
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Stampanla 2008: This 
annual show, which 
this year included coin 
dealers, was once 
again held at the RDS 
in Dublin on Sunday 6 
April. The Celtic Cats 
sheetlet was 
overprinted for the 
show and all the 

sheetlets were numbered. An Post was in 
attendance and provided a special postmark 
which also marked the Diamond Jubilee of the 
Dublin Stamp Society. The special Society exhibit 
referred to previously was on display. The Society 
provided a further special cover at the show 
serviced with the special postmark. In addition, 
examples of the postage paid postcard with an 
additional imprint in blue "D.S.S. Diamond Jubilee 
Stampania 6th April 2008" were available. All 
cards were cancelled with the special postmark. 

Stampa 2008: The various souvenirs as listed 
were posted to members in advance, with certain 
members receiving them on 3 October. The 
three-line overprint reads "STAMPA/R.D.S. 
DUBLIN/ 10 -12 OCT. 2008". The overprinted 
Viking miniature sheet was overprinted in red and 
the other items in black. The three special cancels 
and related stamp issues were as follows:-

The three special cancels available and the 
related stamp issues were as follows:-

1 O October: Violin (Music Issue released on 
opening day of show). 

11 October: Cat (Celtic Cats issue of 2007). 

12 October: Sailing Ship (Viking Heritage issue of 
2007). 

The postmark designs for 11 and 12 October are 
based on the equivalent first day cancel for the 
stamps on the same theme issued during 2007. 
The Music postmark used on 10 October features 
a different violin illustration as compared to the 
first day of issue cancel. There was no official 
cover but the Dublin stamp Society did prepare 
their own cover which was sold by them at the 
show at €4 per serviced cover for each day's 
date. 

The Awards Dinner was held in Wynns Hotel, 
Lower Abbey Street, Dublin 1 on 11 October. 
The hotel provided a folded A5 menu. A Cats 55c 
or 82c stamp was affixed to each menu 
and cancelled with the 11 October Cats 
postmark. 100 produced. 

Cork 
I Philatelic Exhibition 

2008 

Cork Stamp and Coin 
Exhibition: The Cork 
Philatelic Society, in 
association with Raven 
Stamps, held their annual 
show in the Imperial Hotel, 
Cork. The Society issued their 
usual numbered booklet, 

containing a marginal pair of the 55c Olympic 
Games stamp, and a numbered illustrated cover. 
A special postmark with the Olympic rings was 
available from An Post. 

Raven Stamps produced the Fungi miniature 
sheet with an overprint in black. The three-line 
overprint reads "Cork/Stamp and Coin 
Exhibition/November 22nd 2008". In addition, a 
small number of the miniature sheets were 
produced with the same overprint in red and for 
distribution to standholders. 

Overseas Exhibitions: I'm not aware of any 
cachets provided by An Post or their agents for 
overseas shows during 2008. 



Page17 THE REVEALER Summer 2009 

OTHER POSTMARKS 

Bremen Flight - 80th Anniversary: 
Saturday 12 April 2008 marked the 80th 
anniversary of the first East-West flight by Major 
James Fitzmaurice, Baron Von Huenfeld and 
Captain Kohl. To celebrate this event, An Post 
provided a special handstamp incorporating an 
illustration of the aircraft. Various covers were 
flown from Germany/Austria to Dublin and then on 
to St John's, Newfoundland, Canada. Covers 
originating in Dublin were also flown to Canada. 

APR 2 3 ZOOB 

097829 

NL 

All covers flown to Canada received a St John's 
CDS cancel on arrival, as well as the special An 
Post postmark. 

The organisers of the covers originating in Austria 
and Germany also arranged for the production of 
a Personal Stamp to mark the 80th Anniversary 
through the "Meine Marke" ("My Stamp") offer by 
Austrian Post. These stamps are valid for postage 
although not part of the official Austrian stamp 
programme. Some of these stamps were also 
used on flown covers. 

All special event postmarks and cachets referred 
to above were designed by IPC member John 
Mullen. The Irish Airmail Society Cover shown in 
the previous column reproduces the 1928 
German Medal presented to the Flyers and 
Dignitaries at a Gala Dinner in Germany. The 
Medal illustrations are reproduced on the cover by 
kind permission of John Mullen. Only ten of these 
medals were produced. 

SLOGANS USED ON INTEGRATED MAIL 
PROCESSORS (IMPs) 

(11/ustrations of IMP postmarks are reduced) 

Eight new slogans were used for the first time in 
2008, the same number as in 2007. These and 
other repeated slogans were in use at the Athlone 
Mails Centre (AMC), Cork Mails Centre (CMC), 
the Dublin Mails Centre (DMC), and the Portlaoise 
Mails Centre (PMC). The earliest known dates for 
a new or repeated slogan are recorded, although 
slogans were not necessarily introduced at all 
Mail Centres on the same date. 
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DMC continues to exclude the time within the 
postmark whereas PMC always indicates the 
time. AMC and CMC have never normally 
included the time. DMC impressions have 
disimproved dramatically during the year and 
good impressions are rare. PMC machines give 
the best impressions. 

O!'JE O!RECT 
CH &WM' ..,fl'M!"E 
·rnw 22 22 22 

.t'o~ 
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IMP 87 used at PMC2 on 14 March 2008 

ONE DIRECT 
.!:~~.:.).inl.lf~U 

1890 222222 

IMP 87 used at CMC on 10 April 2008 

IMP 87 • ONE DIRECT I CAR & HOME 
INSURANCE/ 1890 22 22 22 

This was first recorded in use at DMC1 on 28 
February 2008 and was used at all Mail Centres 
on all machines. Known used at AMC with loctha 
on 3 March 2008. Replaced by IMP 88. 

One Direct, launched in 1999, is one 
~ of Ireland's direct financial services tO'ileJ providers. Its close association with 

,/ An Post enables it to make its 
direct products and services available to its 

customers throughout the country via 
over 1,300 post offices. In April 2007, One Direct 
became part of Postbank Ireland Limited, a joint 
venture company set up by An Post and Fortis. 

IMP 87 with New Zealand 
pre-flight used at PMC1 on 31 March 2008 

On 31 March 2008, IMP 87 with pre-flight header 
was reported in use at 9pm and 10pm. The pre­
flight portion shows the flag of New Zealand and 
the wording KIWI POST instead of the more usual 
"wavy lines". No explanation for the extended 
period of use on this day is known. It is known 
that the software used for use in connection with 
all slogans is provided by New Zealand Post. 

Posem~N• 
~At.eoum 
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IMP 88 used at AMC on 12 May 2008 -
IMP 88 - Postbank New I Current Account I 
1890 30 30 40 

This was first used at AMC and DMC on 12 May 
2008; at CMC on 13 May 2008, and at PMC on 14 
May 2008. Known used at AMC with loctha on 29 
May. In the case of the DMC2 machine, the IMP 
88 slogan was withdrawn on 17 June 2008 and, 
presumably in error, the IMP 87 ONE DIRECT .... 
slogan was re-used on 18 and 19 June 2008 
before being changed to the IMP 89 slogan on 20 
June 2008 per other machines. 
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IMP 89 used at AMC on 3 July 2008 

IMP 89 • PAY YOUR BILLS AT I THE POST 
OFFICE / ITS FREE AND EASY 

This was introduced at DMC and PMC on 18 June 
2008 and at AMC on 20 June 2008. This slogan 
differs in layout and wording from IMP 82 of last 
year which was over 4 lines and read ...... EASY 
AND FREE. Known used at AMC with foctha on 
1 July 2008. Last recorded in use on 16 July 
2008. It was replaced by the re-use of IMP 85. 
Re-used again from 12 November 2008 at all Mail 
Centres until at least 21 November 2008 (PMC -
24 November 2008). 

8 
NE.VBI EVER 

&RINK& •R E 

IMP 90 used at DMC2 on 6 August 2008 

IMP 90 • NEVER EVER I DRINK & DRIVE with 
the "RSA" (Road Safety Authority) logo 

This was first recorded at DMC1 on 5 August 
2008. It was last recorded on 3 October 2008 at 
CMC. 
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The Road Safety Authority is 
a Government agency 
established to take a lead 
role in the area of road 
safety. The RSA, under the 
aegis of the Department of 
Transport, is responsible for 

the promotion of road safety; accident and road 
safety research; driver testing and licensing; 
vehicle standards; road haulage enforcement 
functions; registration of driving instructors; driver 
vocational training; and compulsory basic training 
for motorcyclists. 

IMP 90X used at CMC on 13 August 2008 

A similar IMP slogan, numbered IMP 90X, was 
recorded in use at CMG on 13 August 2008. It 
has the same layout and text as IMP 90 but the 
colouring is reversed. 

TOLLTAGJE Tl'P .UP 
NOWAVAILABLE AT 

POSTOFACES 
NATJOJM'mE 

PortLaoise 
?MC 

.2LJO..(J8 
09:00pm 
24<D7810 p 

IMP 91 used at PMC2 on 21 October 2008 

TVU..iiW.iC iUtWP 
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IMP 91 used at AMC on 7 October 2008 

IMP 91 - TOLLTAG.IE TOP UP I NOW 
AVAILABLE AT I POST OFFICES I 
NATIONWIDE 

This was first used at DMC and PMC on 12 
September 2008. It was also used at DMC1 , 
DMC2, DMC3, DMC4, PMC1 , PMC2 and AMC. 

This slogan has not been recorded in use at CMG 
presumably because there is only one toll road in 
that region. Replaced by IMP 92. 

[ 1 

At the end of August 
2008, the toll barriers 
at the West Link 
bridge on the MSO, 
Dublin's orbital 

motorway, were removed and replaced by 
electronic tolling. TollTag is one of a number of 
operators of a payment system that enables 
motorists to pay for tolls. The MSO is Ireland's 
only barrier-free toll road. Unlike the other toll 
roads, where the motorist can choose to pay by 
cash, the MSO does not have an on-road cash 
payment facil ity. 

.1~ . l ~ 
en>c I 

IMP 91 printed out of alignment 
used at DMG3 on 22 September 2008 

On 22 September 2009 the slogan on the DMC3 
machine was printed out of alignment and, in 
addition, the top two lines and the bottom two 
lines of the slogan were reversed. 

SClENCEWEEK 
lJ - ~.-0"91111Mr:alll 
~k:M 

Por\Woise 
PMC 

03..ti..08 
07:30 pa 
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IMP 92 used at PMG2 on 3 November 2008 

IMP 92 - SCIENCE WEEK I 9 - 16 November 
2008 I www .scienceweek.ie 

This was first recorded in use at PMC on 22 
October 2008, DMC on 23 October 2008 and 
AMC on 24 October 2008. Latest date recorded 
was 11 November 2008. 

Science Week is 
Ireland's biggest 
annual promotion of 
science to the general 
public. In 2008 it ran 
from Sunday 9 
November to Sunday 

16 November. Its aim is to promote the relevance 
of science, engineering and technology in our 
everyday lives and to demonstrate the importance 
of these disciplines to the future development of 
Irish society and to the economy. 
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POST 
EARl.YFOft 
CHRISTMAS 

IMP 93 used at DMC3 on 6 December 2008 

POST 
E.A_1'l. y f=~ 
CHRISTMAS 

IMP 93 used at AMC on 16 December 2008 

IMP 93 - POST I EARLY FOR I CHRISTMAS 

This was first reported in use at all locations on 24 
November 2008 replacing IMP 89. Known used at 
AMC with loctha on 1 December 2008. The style 
and layout of this slogan is different to a similarly 
worded slogan used in earlier years. Latest date 
seen was 29 December. During December the 
spacing on the CMC slogans was altered 
resulting in original "wide" and revised "narrow" 
settings. All impressions are now of the narrow 
type. 

•lltllY owanut . ...,...., ... ,.... 
..... 9ttT 

IMP 94 used at AMC on 19 December 2008 

IMP 94 - MERRY CHRISTMAS I & HAPPY NEW 
YEAR I FROM AN POST 

This replaced IMP 93 and was first noted on 19 
December at AMC and CMC with latest date 
recorded on 13 January 2009. 

Reuse of Other Slogans 

IMP 85 used at CMC on 6 August 2008 

IMP 85 - RENT MOVIES I ONLINE AT I 
an post.ie/movies 

This slogan reappeared in general use from 17 
July 2008 and was in use until 6 August at least. 
Known used at AMC with loctha on 18 July 2008. 

BAUMANN MACHINES 

Baile Atha Cliath ----- , --------. \ --.... ~ ......___ . 30 11 07 

DMC 

Baumann Machine with boxed 
postmark used at DMC on 30 November 2007 

A new type of boxed postmark in black was first 
noted in November 2007 in use at the DMC. 

Arising from my visit to the DMC with the Dublin 
Stamp Society, I was able to confirm that this was 
a machine cancellation used in a new type of 
stand-alone machine manufactured by the 
German firm Automaten Technik Baumann . 
Unlike the IMP machines, these smaller machines 
are not integrated with the remainder of the 
sorting and tagging process and loading of the 
machines is therefore a manual process. 

:·o;;: l 

-
15- 10 08 - --·-- --

Baumann Machine with boxed 
postmark used at PMC on 15 October 2008 

A similar postmark, also in black has been used 
at PMC - earliest date known 15 October 2008 
and John Mullen has reported seeing a similar 
postmark used in black at CMC earlier in 2008. 
Not yet noted in use at AMC. Although initially 
used for ordinary mail, the DMC machines are 
now primarily used for prepaid mail. 
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r- ---·- ·---- - ---- - ----. 
Baile A t ha Cl i a t~1 - -- -

28·08 08 

DMC' 

==== iOCTI IA ==:· - -- -
Baumann machine cancel with boxed 

IOCTHA postmark used at DMC on 28 August 2008 

An loctha (Paid) version of the cancellation was 
reported in April 2008 (earliest date recorded 13 
April), also at DMC. Not yet noted in use at other 
Mail Centres. 

Baile Atha C ii:::! 'l 

:0.1~ r.a 

Baumann machine with unboxed 
postmarl< used at DMC on 30 October 2008 

A further Baumann machine was introduced at 
DMC in October 2008. The cancellation illustrated 
above is dated 30 October 2008 but it is believed 
it was first used on 23 October 2008. The 
cancellation on this machine is unboxed. It is 
understood that a total of five of these machines 
were in use at DMC by Christmas. Not yet noted 
at the other Mail Centres. 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

January · 1916 Proclamation: An original of the 
1916 Proclamation has been on display in the 
Philatelic shop for some years. A facsimile of this 
original in a slightly smaller format but retaining 
the creases of the orig inal is now available and 
retails at €10. A short explanatory note by 
Stephen Ferguson is printed on the reverse, 
together with various stamps commemorating the 
events of 1916. 

5 March - Robbery On The Road: An exhibition 
of reward notices from the archives of An Post 
took place at the National Print Museum, Beggars 
Bush, Dublin 4 from 5 March to 18 May 2008. The 
notices were later displayed at Stampa 2008. A 
book by Stephen Ferguson entitled "Robbery on 

the Road" reproduces many of the posters and 
includes a short history of the Post Office in 
Ireland. It is on sale for €10. Both the above 
publications, together with a book about the GPO 
Staff in 1916 (€10), all by Stephen Ferguson, are 
all available from the philatelic bureau. Stephen 
Ferguson is Assistant Secretary of An Post. 

December - An Post Christmas Card: The 
2008 card features silhouettes of various 
buildings including Dublin's GPO. There was no 
connection with any recent stamp issue. 

December - Santa Christmas Envelope: A new 
envelope as illustrated (and insert) with revised 
printed postmark (all in red) was used this year. 
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PLEASE COME TO CHICAGO 
By Paul Bento 

SIUIUDer 2009 

Elsewhere in this edition you will find complete information on CHICAGOPEX 2009. Our Association will be one of several hold­
ing meetings at this event and I encourage and invite our members to attend. This is a well planned and organized show with attrac­
tions for all, including a major auction, a large dealer bourse, outstanding exhibits, lectures, presentations, etc. 

We will be holding the EPA's Annual General Meeting on Saturday and have been tentatively scheduled for 2:00pm. We are also 
planning a dinner for Friday evening for those EPA members and their guests that are in attendance. As always, Irish hospitality will 
be available under the direction of North American Vice President Richard Kelly and all are welcome to enjoy some refreshments 
and exchange philatelic tales and fantasies. If you are planning to attend, please email me at pbento@charter.net so we can welcome 
you appropriately and get a preliminary count for Friday's dinner. 

I encow·age those of you who have exhibited before to submit your applications and frame fees prior to the August 15 deadline. For 
those who have never exhibited, this may be the opportune time to dive in and present your collection's treasures and any research 
you may have done. 

I had never exhibited until BALPEX in 2006 where I prepared a one frame (sixteen pages) entry entitled "Ao Introduction to Irish 
Perfins" . I made many beginner's mistakes but still managed to win a silver medal along with recognition as a first time exhibitor. 
The preparation of the exhibit focused my collecting interests and the judges' comments gave me ideas for future research. Perhaps 
most importantly, the exhibit encouraged comments and questions from those in attendance that also contributed to my knowledge of 
my subject. 

So, let's go to Chicago, show off our collections, and have a grand old time! 

NORCAL EPA Annual Meeting 
By Al Dalton 

The EPA NORCAL Chapter held its Annual Meeting April 25, 2009, in conjunction with the WESTPEX 2009 San Francisco. 

Seven members from northern California, one from Oregon, and one from Washington attended. Though a small quantity, the 
quality of participants sharing their philatelic histories was awesome! Our sharing session made eacb of us thankful for our involve­
ment in philately, and most specifically in lrish Philately. 

Gar Lohman, Chapter Coordinator, highlighted this meeting with a presentation on Irish Newspaper Stamps. This esoteric category 
of Irish Revenues is only addressed in perhaps two publications, and is unknown to many Irish philatelists. 

The same considerations hold true for the material addressed in last year's presentation by Jim Lawless on the subject of Registered 
Official Mail. Jim's presentation addressed a specific category of Postal Stationery Registered Envelopes that were used to verify the 
transfer of a batch of registered mail from the Irish Post Office to another country's Post Office. 

With programs such as these, I invite all EPA members to attend our annual meetings. The knowledge shared will enhance our en­
joyment oflrish Philately, and we have a lot of fun sharing our individual knowledge and experiences with fellow members! 

Any EPA members interested in information regarding our futu.re meetings are welcome to email me at bcniciaal@yahoo.com ,or to 
Al Dalton, 187 Carlisle Way, Benicia, CA 94510, U.S.A. 

Trading Post: 

EPA member, Gus Winters, wishes to trade Irish stamps with members, contact Gus at gusw 193 l@gmail.com 

Revealer Note: 

Editor, Liam Malone encourages members to submit personal stories telling us how they got started in philately and on what aspect 
of Irish philately if any they focus. Liam wi ll help edit your story if you contact him at EPARevealer@gmail.com pies are welcome! 
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EPA SPECIAL OFFERS 
The following may be ordered from Timothy 
O'Shea, 58 Porter St. 
Granby MA 0 1033-95 16 USA 
toshea l@comcast.net. Except where noted, 
prices include postage & handling within U.S. 
Outside the US write or email me for postage 
costs. Payment in US $. Checks, payable to 
Tim O'Shea, must be on US banks. (nm- Non-
member) _____________ _ 

EPA PUBLICATIONS 
The Adhesive Revenue Stamps of Ireland: 1858-1925 
by James J. Brady >l An award winning detailed analysis 
of Irish revenue stamps of the period. Profusely illustrated 
with catalog listings by type, bibliography, 20 p +ad­
denda. $2.75 (nm $3.50). 

The First SS Years of Irish coils 
by Peter Bugg »A comprehensive listing of all Irish coils 
with a check list of all leaders & tab ends, illustrated, 
bibliography, 40 p. $8.50 (nm$ I 0.50). 

Ireland, Identification of the Rialtas and Saorstat 
overprints 
by Joseph E. Foley » Includes a clear plastic overlay with 
accurate reproductions of the various overprints and a 
reprint of an illustrated article from The American Philate­
list. $7.50 (nm$ I0.00). 
The Post Offices & Datestamps of the Co. Leitrim 
by Dr. Brian de Burca, updated by James T. Howley 72 
iUustrations of handstamps, map, and descriptions of post 
office locations, 23 p. $6.25 (run $7.80). 

An Introduction to Irish Mileage Marks 
by W. E. Davey » Explanation &rtlustrated listing of 
early markings, 22 p. $4.50 (nm $5.65). 
The .Revealer Index, v 1, # 1 to v 35, # 3, Jan. 1951 to 
Winter 1985 (with addendum through 1990) 
by Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. » A cumulative subject index 
grouped by major categories. 38 p. + addendum. $12.75 
(nm $16.00). 
Irish Airmail, 1919-1990 
by William J. Murphy » Lists all known mail-carrying 
flights to and from Ireland since the Alcock & Brown 
1919 trans-Atlantic flight. Background infonnation is 
provided for each flight. Covers are illustrated for most 
flights & a valuation guide provided. 96 p, bibliography & 
index. $15.00 + $1.25 postage (nm $18.75 + $1.25 post­
age). 

Airway Letters To and From Belfast, Including Air 
"Railex" Letters 
by William J. Murphy » From the 1934 Railway Air 
Services to 1988, the airway letter covers are listed and 
examples illustrated with a brief description of the flight. 
26 p, bibliography. $3.00 (nm $4.00). 

Irish Airmail - Balloon Posts, Rocket, Helicopter, 
Parachute and Glider Mall 
by William J. Murphy »Covers a variety of mail as indi­
cated in the title, with illustrations of covers, descriptions 
of events, pricing code and a bibliography, 22 p. $3.00 
(nm $4.00). 

Irish Aerogrammes and Airgrapbs 
by William J. Murphy » Provides a detailed listing of the 
aerogrammes rates, private supplemental printings, 
Northern Ireland & special usages, pricing code & bibli­
ography. Jung catalog numbers referenced, 46 p. $4.00 
(nm $5.00). 
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covers with the markings. Appendix lists covers to and 
from Ireland so marked. lllustrated with bibliography, 25 
p. $3.00 (nm $4.00). 

EPA ITEMS AVAILABLE 
ONLY TO MEMBERS 

Official Lapel Pin - Metal replica of EPA logo. $2.25 

EPA Rubber Stamp - reproduces the EPA logo, 1112" x I". 
SI0.25 

FAJ PUBLICATIONS 
Publications of the German based Forschungs-und Ar­
beitsgemeinschaft Ireland E.V. are also available to EPA 
members. All have text in both English & Gennan. 

Irish Postal Stationery Stamped to Order 
by Otto Jung »A detailed priced catalog and handbook, 
this 2003 edition includes updates since 1994. Illustrated, 
174 p. $15.50 (nm $21.00). 

Postal Stationery of Ireland 
by Barney Clancy and Otto Jung » A detailed priced 
catalog and handbook, 2002 edition includes updates 
since the last ed. rtlustrated, 220 p. $17.50 nm $23.50). 

Supplement to Postal Stationary $8.50 nm$ I 0.25. 

The Mileage Marks of Ireland 1808-1839, 2nd ed. 
by Hans G. Mox!er » Illustrated listing of all known Irish 
mileage marks, 57 p. $7.50 (nm $10.00). 

Undated Namestamps of Ireland 1823-1860 
by William Kane >l Listings of postal markings giving 
town names but no dates, includes infonnatioo on Receiv­
ing Houses, illustrated, 63 p. $7.00 nm $8.75). 

Introduction to The Post Offices of Co Clare, Ireland 
by John Mackey & Tony Cassidy »Study developed from 
the postal archives of Dublin and London, 94 p. $9.25 (nm 
$12.75). 

The Dublin Penny Post 
by Manfred Dittmann l> Based on extensive research in 
postal archives & museums in Ireland & Great Britain, 
this is a well documented treatment of the subject, illus­
trated, 312 p. $35.00 nm $45.00). 

The Gerl Issues 
by Otto Jung » A comprehensive listing of this definitive 
series. Written in German but with charts to help you 
understand the issues. $3.75 (nm$4.75). 

75 years of Irish Stamps 
An anthology by eight noted philatel ists representing a 
variety of interests in Irish philately, with special postcard 
produced by AnPost, illustrated, 139 p. $20.00 (nm 
$25.00). 

Irish Postal Rates Before 1840, 2nd edition 
by F. E. Dixon & Joachim Schaaf » Lists the Irish rates 
from 1637 to 1840, illustrated, bibliography, 37 pages. 
$6.50 (nm $9.00). 

Irish Slogan Postmarks 1918-1994 
by Uwe Netzsch » More than 300 illustrations by county, 
die and type, 116 p. $17.50 (nm $22.00). 

The Irish Architecture Definitives 
A detailed catalog covering the sheet stamps, booklets, 
FDCs & presentation packs, ill., 37 p. $7.25 (nm $9.75). 

Irish Heritage and Treasures 
by Otto Jung » Specialized catalog of this definitive set. 
$10.00 (nm $13.00). 

Early Irish Stamp Canceling Machines Until 1922 
by Manfred Schollmayer » $1 1.00 (nm $13.25). 

The International Reply Coupons 
0.A.T. and A.V.2. Markings on Irish Airmail by Otto Jung » $7.50 (nm $10.00). 
by William J. Murphy » !introduction to these markings 
used during World War II & catalog listing of known Irish Irish Post Offices and their Postmarks 1600-1990 

by Harald Frank and Klaus Stange » Postmarks of all the 
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post offices from 1600-1990. $42.00 (nm $53.75) 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
The Irish Pbi.latelic Society 1901-2001 
by the Irish Philatelic Society »An interesting history 
which is broken down into 13 chapters that run through 
the beginnings of Irish Postage Stamps, Exhibitions up to 
the Centenary Year 2001, 48 p $13.25 (nm $16.75). 

The Dublin Spoon - 1855-57 
by Cyril I. Dulin »Account of Ireland 's lst duplex. oblit­
erator, well organized with considerable detail, illust, 
value guide, bibliography, 48 p $6.00(nm $7.50). 

The Rare Coil 
compiled by Joseph E. Foley » Recounts the research in 
!he Irish Post Office archives that firmly establishes the 
authenticity of this stamp together with background infor­
mation, illustrated, 76 p. $14.00 (nm $16.75). 

Ireland - Catalog of Perfins 
compiled & edited by Richard L. Mcwhinney » Punched 
for a 3 ring binder; catalog can also serve as an album. 
Published by The Perfins Club, 38 p $9.00 (nm $11.25). 
Hibernian Handbook and Catalogue of the Postage 
Stamps of Ireland 2002 
Complete catalog of specialized Irish philatelic material, 
192 p, fuU color, 2600 iUusL $21.00 (nm $25.00). 
Keeping In Touch, Communication through County 
Kildare before 1860 
by N.P.J. Morrin »This book focuses particularly on the 
early postal system and ex.amines bow mail was carried 
along the country roads by various means of transport. 
Chapters are broken down by town with pictures of postal 
markings. 182 p. $44.00 (nm $54.00). 

Uniform Fourpenny Post i.n Ireland 
by Bill Kane» A 28 page study of the 4 penny post in 
Ireland published in 1990. $10.00 (nm $12.50). 
Handbook of Irish Postal llistory to 1840 
by David Feldman & Bill Kane» Pub. 1975. Th.is book 
deals with the postal markings up till the introduction of 
adhesive stamp. $19.00 (nm $24.50). 

Irish Crash Airmails 2nd Edition 
by Ronny Vogt » $20.00 (nm $25.00). 
Censorship of Mail in Ireland 
by Hans G. Moxter » Covers mail censorship on the 
whole island of Ireland up to the present day, 126 p. 
$25.00(nm $30). 
Court Circulars: A new perspective on Ireland Petty 
Sessions 
by Peter Nansfield » Published by the Revenue Society of 
Great Britain, this booklet discusses the stamps, some of 
the documents on which they were used and the various 
duties of the Clerks. 40 p. $13.00 (nm $16.75). 

Domestic Packets Between Great Britain and Ireland, 
1635-1840 
by Denis Salt » Deals with the Post Office Packet Ser­
vices between Great Britain and Ireland. 50 p. $25.00 
(nm$30.00). 
History of the Irish PO » $10.00 (nm $13.00). 
Uniform Penny Post in Ireland » $7.00 (nm $9.75). 

Irish Booklets» $39.00 (nm $50.00). 
Sub Office Rubber Stamps - Eng » $18.00 (nm $23.25). 

Sub Office Rubber Stamps - lrisb » $18.00 (nm$23.25). 

Irish Slogan Postmarks» $6.00 (nm $8.25). 

Irish Provincial Penny Posts » $6.00 (run $8.25). 

Irish Postal Rates to 1840 » $3.50 (nm $5.50). 
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Chicago Philateltr Society 
Organized October 8. 1886 

Continuing the Chicago Stamp CoJTectors Unton Oroa111zed December, 1884 
APS Chapter No. 1 

CIDCAGOPEX 2009 - Our 123rct Anuh1e1·sa1·y 

811JD1111r J009 

Thank you for your interest in CHICAGOPEX! Our exhibition and bom'Se will be Nov. 20-22, 2009 at the 
Sheraton CWcago No1tbwest. 3400 West Euclid Av. Arlington Heights. n.. 6000S. with easy access from 
O'Hare Airport, downtown Chica~o. and the suburbs. 

Our exhibition. bourse. meetinti rooms and banquet will be held in our convention hotel. which provides 
pleutithl free parking. For rate i.nfonnation. and for room availability and reseivations. please contact the 
hotel directly at (847) 394-2000. or tbrough Sheraton reservations at (800) 32S-3S3S. www.sberaton.com. 
Mention CHICAGOPEX for special rates. 

TI1e American Revenue Association, the Eire Philatelic Association. the Great Britain Collectors Club, 
and tbe State Revenue Society will bold t11eir aUDual conventions with us. We will have a Philatelic 
Exhibition, a Philatelic Literature Exhibition. a Regency-Superior auction. and a major Dealer Botuse. 
TI1e CHICAGOPEX Awards Bnnquet will be at the convention hotel on Saturdfty evenit1~. Nov. 21; advance 
reservations are required. hlfonnntion on CHICAGOPEX 2009 functions. banquet price and time. scheduled 
meetings and tin1es, participating postal administrations, etc., will be available on our web site. 
www.cbicagopex.com, mailed to interested parties, and appear in the philatelic and local press. Publicity: 
Randall Sherman, Sl36 N Monitor Av, Chicago. IL 60630; sbennanrandall@hotmail.com. 

Our Philatelic Exhibition is one of the largest and most prestigious in the country. Application. frame fee, 
title page (and synopsis if available) must reacb the Philatelic Exhibits Couuuiuee by Aug. lS. 2009. We 
expect to be oversubscribed again this year. and will accept exhibits partially on the basis of application 
date and completeness - early application is encouraged. Philatelic exhibit mounting for CHICAGOPEX 
2009 will be between S:OOpm and S:OOpm on Thtusday. Nov. 19. PWlatelic: Exhibits: Bob Olass. P. 0 . 
Box 967, Oak Park, IL 60303·0967; bobl~ass@mac.com. Prospective exhibitors will be notified of 
acceptance no later than Sept. lS, 2009. 

For tlle 43°d consecutive year. CHICAGOPEX will bost a Literanu·e Exhibition. Applications and exhibits 
must reach tbe Literature Exhibits Committee by Aug. lS. 2009 - early application is encouraged. 
Literature Exhibits: Jane Doyle; S815 Lenox Rd, Lisle, n.. 60532-3138; litex.hibits@att.net. Prospective 
exhibitors will be notified of acceptance as soon as possible. but no later than Sept. 1 S, 2009. 

We expect our Dealer Bourse (about 75 dealers) to be sold 
out again tWs year. We are proud of tlle wide variety of 
philatelic material offered at the bo\U'Se by leading 
national and international dealers. Bo\U'Se: Charles Berg, 
7139 W Higgins Av, Chicago, IL 60656-1972, 
stampkingc:bicago@hotruail.com. (773) 77S·2 l 00. 

We invite philatelic groups to meet at CHICAGOPEX 2009 
ou Friday, Sattu·day or Sunday. Meeting space is limited; 
please contact us as soon as possible. Meeting 
arrallgements: Dottie Kugel, S02 York Rd. Hinsdale, IL 
60521-3531, delmgel@botmail.com. 

See you at CHICAGOPEX 2009! 
The CHICAGOPEX Sl1ow Committee 


