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z SECRETARY’S REPORT 2537 Kuipers, Henry
Literary Update (contd) Beethoven Laan 1-215
New Members 7604 GC Almelo
We now have an updated index to The Revealer for Netherlands
) volumes 1-49. If you belonged to the EPA in 2002 it| | 2%0° DFigR feter .
Was‘ parl of the Gofdeﬂ Book Df the Eire Phdf]'!eﬁf.' Colorado Springs, bo 80908 New Email Addresses
Society . (No more copies of the Golden Book exist ). peterbergh@wildblue.net Please send new or corrected email
f R addresses to Barney Clancy at
When you are ordering material can you please include Reinstatements belanz@aol.com
your EPA membership pumber. Should you have any 2679 Linehwn, Kavin J. S8 ai . Rmia
questions you can email me at tosheal@comcast.net : ; SRITY, OV 3
725 Oak Ridge Drive jfbl@earthlink.net
or call 413 467-9158. Neosho, MO 64850
1935 McLain, William P. 2656 Burt, Randall E.
DUES NOTICE 2770 Dartmoor DR N.E. rburt48@comcast.net
. Warren, OH 44483-4308
| Please note that membership fees for the 20092010 | |257] Smithers, Paddy J. Membership Status
| fiscal year are due by September 1, 2009. Belgard Heights Membership as of May. 16, 2009
Dublin 24 Ireland . 32
If the year 2009 appears next to your EPA member- oot mata
Deceased Deceased -1
. ship number on the front cover, then you owe pay- Y Relatemants 43
ment for new 2009-2010 fiscal year. 1736 Heinz, George D. Membership as of
Change of Address August 11, 2009 ...386
A dues mailing envelope is included in this issue for
your convenience. Please send your their payment as| |2643 g;feél:s?:;ee fioad
soon as possible to avoid EPA sending out remind- Finglas East
o Dublin 11 Ireland
Barney Clancy, EPA Treasurer

STAMPA is now on Twitter (stampaireland). Please pass this news on to all your Stamp collecting colleagues. All
membership enquires can be sent to: stampa(@ireland.com. Or visit: stampa.ie. To get the new competition regulations/
entry forms and Stampa 2009 Membership forms or send on your e mail and/or postal address details and we will for-
ward same to you immediately. Thank you, Philip Kane.

I
r

IF YOU COLLECT IRELAND Raven Stamps

Send for your FREE 2009 Price List 12C Washington St. West, Cork,

'! covering all issues from 1922-2008 Ireland

| For SPECIALISED material including | For all your Irish Stamp
, Postal History, request my next requirements
| MAIL SALE LIST

Tel + 353 21 4271750,
A.R.BALLARD Fax + 353 21 4271779
PO Box 780, London SE13 5QA,

UK Website www.ravenstamps.com
e-mail sales@ravenstamps.com

email; irishstamps_@btinternet.com




Paged THE REVEALER Summer 2009

New Booklet Printing Found
David MacDonnell

A completely new printing of the €4.80 self-adhesive Flowers booklet has surfaced in Dublin. The cover is the green and yellow “10
national rate self-adhesive stamps” background with a picture of a single 48¢ Primrose, not the red and green GPO motif. The die-
cut perforations are markedly different to the original printing and the teeth have flat points compared to the sharp points of the 2004
printing. Furthermore, the stamps are completely missing the phosphor frame. The lettering “Primrose™ is closer to the flower than
on the original, and “Daisy” is positioned higher up the design. The differences are readily apparent in the illustration below.

No firm details are known about this printing, nor how many were made. It is suggested that it may have been made early in 2007,
but not proceeded with as the domestic rate was changed to S5cent on 1 March 2007. As these stamps appear quite different
physically to the original, it may be worthwhile sorting through recent kiloware to see if any further examples could turn up.

If they are assigned separate numbers in the main catalogues there might be a bit of a hunt on to find singles to complete collectors'
sets.

2004 printing — phosphor frame, sharp perfs, 2007(?) printing- no phosphor, flat perfs.

R e AT, T
., . . -

IRELAND!

Postally used
1922 - 1995

No Limits Stamps
PO Box 8795
Madison WI| 53708

stamps@nolimitsstamps.com
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by Robert Dombrowski and Otto Jung

The Private Craigie Cards

It was a real sensation when in
spring 2007, for the first time, un-
known postal stationery items
stamped to order of the livestock
auctioneer Craigie appeared on the
market. Except for a Y2d copy, issued
in 1928, and the card of 2d + 1d, il-
lustrated in the FAI postal stationery
catalogue, no more issues of this
company seemed to exist.

But all of a sudden, a never seen
selling campaign started through
eBay, clever, consequently and suc-
cessfully run by the only owner of
these cards, on the basis of his mo-
nopoly. This man now lives in Can-
ada and is the living son of Major
Coddington, a former customer of
the livestock auctioneer Craigie. His
father obviously was the only one
who saved the cards of the Craigie
Company. As a non-philatelist, he —
alas — did not care for our philatelic
quality demands, because he pinned
up them on a needle. So nearly all
the items have a hole, the 1d and
1%d cards a small one, the later cards
a larger hole as usual for a file. Only
three 1%4d and one 2d cards are
known without holes. If you like it or
not, you have to accept that a card
with a hole is the normal status. The
early card at '2d of 1928, which
originates from a different source, is
without a hole as well.

DUBLIN CATTLE MARKET

( Thursdays)

The Largest in the British Isles

NUMBERS FOR 1928:

182,627 Fat Cattle 47,000 Store Cattle 14,697 Dairy Cattle

368,756 Sheep 47,995 Pigs 3,833 Calves
AVERAGE WEEKLY NUMBERS:
4,000 300 1,000 7,000
Fat Cattle  Dairy Cattle Store Cattle  Sheep

An Xmas Fat Stock Show and Sale is held by the Dublin Cattle Salesmasters’
Association each year early in December

Numbers exceeding 1,000 Cattle.
This year’s fixture will be held on Wednesday, 11th December.

DUBLIN CATTLE SALESMASTERS’ ASSOCIATION

List of Members :

Armatm & Bmith, 93 Manor Street, Dublin. Hanbury & Potterton, S8mithfield H Dublin,
&ILP rdlxally & Co. [10!8}5 Ltd., 28 Ellesmers C. Hannon & Co., 90 North K:.hf Sf:e‘:: Duublin

Avenu W. Harrington cha eld, T Dubli
Bail, T, B, 166 North Ciroular Roag B ublin, George B Cammor 0 Eosais romie, 0 Go Dubia,
Christop. rBarry& ns, 188 N. 0. R.oad Dublin. Leonard, Son & Co. Lﬂi l? Lr, DnmlBiell:;ﬁ. » Dublin,

Gavin Low, Ltd., 50 Prussia Street,
& Butler, 87 Bmithfield, Dublin.
MacCann & Bme, 17 Bt. Joseph's II.oad, Prusaia

Dergin, 0'Connor & Co., Ltd., 11 Bt. Joseph's Road,
Prusila Btreat, ublin.
0. Cosgrave & Sons, Bﬂi.lnakm Enﬂe{[d Co, Meath,
n

Juhnsj%’ ch Litd., 81 m l:?e‘;l: Dublin, Ya] u:t;'el?l Ros unsh
& or an D
Calinana Ho - Cabrs H rmb.mhm'uguﬁ'"ﬂu McRoow "1'5( a;m u.a c:m:n;[mom f D?ﬁn’
npa Iy ‘ouse, borou ublin. wn, Mac
W. & N. Delany, 10 St. Josepli's Road, Prussia Strect, P K o o Lo Btant'et.]il.')ublln.
Dublin, Tohn Ora. 8 Nordh ‘Cisstlar n.m Dub
J. J. & P. Dolan, 27 Blackhall Street, Dublin. BRourke aﬂouoy 98 North Brunswick Btreet. Dublin,
Jamu Dreaper & Bons, Denoughmore, Ashbourne, James J. ‘B-onng &Cn Ltl!_. 86 Prusala Bta-eni. Dublin.
0. Meath. Smith, G 7 Prussia Street, Dublin,

John A. Farrell, Glenmore, Clonse, Co, Meath,
Denis Fay & Soru, 12 Ardmors A venue, N.C. E , Dublin,

#hu i‘aylor 17 Lr. Drmand Quay, Dublin.
Ganly, Sons & Co., 18 Usher's Quay, Dubiln

llt{mn Finnstown Ho !{.ucan Co. Dublin.
R. & .T Wilkinson, 40/41 Pma:iﬁ'ﬂtmt Dublin,

FraNk WARNER, Secretary,
23 Lower Ormopd Quay, DuBLIN

Thin pin hole in lower left card and
thick file hole in lower right card.

Advertisement of the Dublin Cattle Salesmasters’
Association in the BOOK OF DUBLIN

HA4

INT A4S

Fa 3

1.-\'i.l;li}~'e CUT
Qlnan

IOIE, DUBLIN" !clephoam 7312

IGIE BROS.,, LTD.

eBay selling Coddington succeeded only because collectors and dealers played along with him. It has been over a year
since his eBay auctions found buyers at high prices. Sometimes he offered cards of the 50s or the 60s. Rarely a complete
set could be bought. Lately single cards were put on sale. Although the offers were always illustrated often only the front
was shown and in such bad quality that no details, particularly dates of the postmark, can be clearly made out.
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Craigie card of 4d,
issued in 1928
(front and reverse)

Only two collectors seem mainly involved in the research on this topic, Barney Clancy from America who, in his
unselfish attitude, left the results of his studies in my care, and Robert Dombrowski, the co-author of this article
who watched and noted down nearly all eBay offers during the last months. On the basis of these studies, we are
well informed of what has come to light in the period when the cards were issued. The first to do is to define
which kind of postal stationery is dealt with in this article: All items are postal stationery stamped to order which
were sent by the auctioneer Craigie to his customers to inform them about the auction results of the day before,
which kind of livestock had been sold, how many animals were auctioned and which prices had been realized. All
cards were sent at printed matter rate. Two cards are known announcing the postponement of an auction. All cards
are sized about 125mm x 110mm, but varying around 5Smm. These cards were used from at least 1928 to 1967.
After that time cards are no longer postal stationery because they bear adhesive stamps.

9‘I|

m‘j“ TRIM LA
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Hijor Coddington,
Oldbridga,
DROGIEDA 4
Cuslouth.
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Major Coddington,
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Card with 1d +
adhesive stamp
posted on
06/12/1951

Card with
1'4d stamp

printed on
16/04/1952

Plan to attend Chicagopex 2009 and EPA’s Annual Meeting




Page 7 THE REVEALER Summer 2009

PRINTED MATTER Telemtaonse  CRAMGIL DU h Telephone: 7a20%
® — CRAIGIE¥*BROS. LTD
37 Prussia Streel, Dublin, 1518 April, 1959
Gty o ol e
Shoep 7,038 108 ‘-

Major U.H. Codidingt
0ldbride
JROGHE

Card with 2d typographed stamp printed on 15/04/1959 |

During the period of the 2d postage cards bore a typographed printed oval stamp. From July 1950 to July 1951 cards
had a stamp of 1d typographed. From September 1951 to January 1952 the same cards were used but bearing an addi-
tional adhesive stamp of '4d. From February 1952 new cards with imprinted 1'd typographed were issued, without ad-
ditional adhesives used up to November 1955. After this date again an adhesive stamp of '2d was added to make up the
now required printed matter rate of 2d. This period reached from January 1956 to April 1957. The interim solution found
its end when a new card of 2d typographed appeared in June 1957. This card was used up to January 1963 without addi-
tional franking. From May 1963 a new card appeared, also having an imprinted 2d stamp but embossed and typogra-
phed. It was used up to May 1964 without additional franking. But when the postage rate was raised to 3d a new card
was issued from August 1964 bearing two stamps, 2d + 1d, both embossed and typographed. This card had the very
short run only to November 1964. From January 1965 the new print of a card with a 3d stamp typographed is found. The
last card of this type was seen in January 1967. Already in February a redesigned card came, showing a new format,
green text print on front and no imprinted stamp. The auction house Craigie had stopped its time of postal stationery.

There is a problem with the periods of postage rates. If all cards were sent by printed matter rate, as is expressively writ-
ten on each card and what is self-evident with commercial correspondence as the cheapest way to post things, it should
be possible to insert the cards we know without a gap into the scheme of the table of postage rates printed in the FAI
catalogue of postal stationery. But there are problems. So let us have a look at the periods in detail:

PRINTED GMATTER Tolgrwmer “CRALE, DUDLL Toluphwmen 73120 (1 Linka
i CRAIGIE #ROS., LTD.
J 38 Pruuis Wireet, Dublin, t0th Apei, 1504
Shess TR
2 Card with 2d embossed
tasor 5. . Gosstogton, wweramione. 1 and- typographed stamp
Cor Losth. printed on 29/04/1964

Talagrams 1 ORAIIE, DUBLIN" Troephame Th204
CRAIGIE BROS.
AT Prussin Strest, D-JHIH: SM !?Im, 1950,
o e T
6,608

Card with 1d stamp
printed on
13/09/1950

faa7n
a5

Major Coddington,

ldbrid
Dngzl'rmn .
Co.Louth,

= i BE= oy sl ) serrmdary Frows (30

Voo SEFIEMBER. Ba ol 4o (nars amd Latn
o 1350 Twm, W Wl and LI

Catthe ﬁlllt..-m CREE ™ i W




Page 8 THE REVEALER Summer 2009

1. The "2d rate was valid from 01/11/1922 to 30/06/1948. Only one card, dated 1928, is known of this period. The table
of rates is correct.

2. The 1d rate was valid from 01/07/1948 to 08/07/1951. We know 19 cards of 1d which were used from 12/07/1950 to
04/07/1951. That fits exactly into the scheme of the rates table if you delete the remark that there was a short period of
the 2d rate from 01/03/1951 to 08/07/1951. 1 think this was an error transferred from the column of the foreign printing
matter rates.

3. The 1'%d rate for printing matter was valid from 09/07/1951 to 03/06/1956. 12 cards at 1d plus '2d adhesive stamp
have been found within this period (12/09/1951 to 23/01/1952) and 21 cards (from 06/02/1952 to 02/11/1955) bearing
the new imprinted stamp of 1%d. The postage of two cards of 04/01/1956 and 04/04/1956 remains unexplainable. Both
of them have an additional 2d stamp though the 2d period started only on 04/06/1956.

4. The 2d postage rate began on 04/06/1956 and ended on 31/05/1964. 10 cards of 1'%d plus adhesive Yd are known for
this period (cards from 27/06/1956 to 10/04/1957). 28 cards typo-graphed were used from 20/06/1957 to 16/01/1963,
and 16 more embossed cards were found out of 29/05/1963 to 20/05/1964. The table of postage rates is correct for this
period.

5. From 01/06/1964 to 31/12/1968 was the period of the 3d postage rate. In the first months (from 12/08/1964 to
11/11/1964) the cards of 2d with embossed stamp got an additional 1d, printed embossed as well. 12 cards of this type
were found during this short time. From 31/01/1965 to 04/01/1967 12 cards with a new typographed 3d stamp are
known.

6. From 01/02/1967 only cards franked with adhesive stamps exist.

Summary of our view on the postage rates of the period: a difference from the table in the FAI catalogue which cannot
be explained is found with two dates: the rise from 1d to 2d on 01/03/1951 must be an error, and the additional adhesive
stamps on the cards of 04/01/1956 and 04/04/1956 are suspect.

More cards exist the postmarks of which are illegible or the illustrations of which in eBay are so poor that few of them
can be identified.

Tebegrams “CNAIGIE, DUDLINY Talephones 75138 3 Linew

CRAIGIE 0s., LTD,
30 Prassla Street, Dublin, 12t August, 1904

Supplion
cattie 2,007
Aneep 1,085

lasrvms  Lnspomes

L

Major D.

Ol:dbridge,
Uroghoda,
Cae Louths

Card 2d + 1d embossed, dated 12/08/1964

"m MATTER Telegramn = CRAIGIE, DUBLIN = Telephones : 73128 (3 Lines)
| T CRAIGIE B 5. LTD.
§ | e LT Y 38 Prusala Stroet, Dublin, 7. 18th Juna, 1805
LR L * Tinorenss  Duprmss
- Oattle 1,874 19 -
LLT ) 4,044 ans

WOOL BALE. FRIDAY, nd JBII-'

Card 3d typographed, dated 16/06/1965
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Left: Non postal stationery card,
posted with 3d adhesive stamp.
These cards showing a different
size were used after the postal
stationery cards were abolished.

PRINTED MATTER with serifs
in thin lettering on 1 1/2d and in
thick lettering won 2d and on
dark green 2d and 1d

PRINTED MATTER

jor D. H Coddington.
Hbridue,
cheda .

Louth

Ldge ,
edo,
Lot e

Py e Coddingtons

Telegrums; "CRAIGIE, DUBI Telephones 72128 (3 Linen

CRAIGIE BROS.,, LTD.

38 Prussia Street, Dublin, 26th August, 1964

Left with light green 2d + 1d card, dated
27/08/1964, with faults.

Front: PRINTED MATTER not underlined
Reverse: DUBI instead of DUBLIN, no second
quotation mark, lettering with serifs (the only

Supplies Inerense  Decrense
Cattle 18990 - 28 card)
Sheep 6261 o .18

5% 11%d card of 16/03/1955 with dou-
ble post-mark (the only card that
was postmarked two days after
the auction)

3d card, dated 13/10/1965 that got |-
two different postmarks on the
next day.

PRINTEQQMATTER
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lelegramn ' CHAIGIE, DUBLINS Tetophones 76208 4t Veloprmmn ~CRALGIE, l‘le" .I' lophoies FH036 (3 Linex
CRAIGIE BROS. LTD. Left: 2d card of 05/02/1958 giving CRAIGIE BROS. LTD.
37 Prussin Strsel, Dublin, Gih Fuobruary, 1958 notice that the auclion Of the day TR e b o‘lh:i“’_:ﬂ“‘r:f?? o

= Dattie H53 |
before had to be closed for business hoen -
owing to strike. 3 g

QUOTATIONT. - [hull b oo TIT ¢ AE = s ry
hylictr A7 0,

Right: A card that got two file holes e fw, AL :
by error. Ml psmttioes.

DUBLIN WoOOL SALES

DUBLIN WOOL SALES

ow t B Do K70 0o EES TV 10 140 T weipl, !
L T T A S W Ay R T R et ey e
1450 i 130 ki

CRAIGIE BROS. LTD,

POSTPONEMENT Opening Awetlen will ba beld on Friday,
15ih Jduns, 6t 10 wpm, prowpi, a7 Prowsts Btresd, Duklin, Bind Dewmber, 1804,
Opening Auetion for 1851 Season which was
to have beon hold in our Stores ot Blackhorse Conslgnmints should be lorwerded as carly o
Avanus, off North Clreuinr Hoad, Doblin an Fridav wn possitlo,  Woolpaeks un agplication, - "
15th June has besn postpooed to FRIDAY 20th NOTE: 'This Auction will be stfended by nil :....-
JUNE at 10 mm,

tha principal Cross-Channel and home buyers
Constifnments should be forwarded ns carly us wnd full market pries 15 therefors assured for
possible. Wonlpacks on application your elip.

W bk L gty ol wiinleg S bar i o ey
gy Chiisimnt s & Frenerss) Mew Yuar,

CRAIGIE DROS. MLAA, CHALGIE BROS., M.LAA,
A7 Prussly Sirest, Dublin, AT Prussin Streot, Dablin,

1%d card of December 1954 with

Two 1d cards concerning wool auctions Happy Christmas greetings to the

clients.
This is a list of the numbers of the cards which have been found by us:
1. 1 copy of the Y2d card (card without hole). 2. 17 copies of the 1d card without adhesives.
3. 12 copies of the 1d card with adhesives. 4. 21 copies of the 1%4d card without adhesives.
5. 12 copies of the 1%d card with adhesives. 6. 28 copies of the 2d card typographed.
7. 16 copies of the 2d card embossed. 8. 12 copies of the 2d + 1d card embossed.

9. 19 copies of the 3d card.

10. Some cards franked with 3d adhesive stamps, but with little interest because they are not postal stationery.

11. Two 1d cards of the same size but with very different text give notice of wool auctions,

12. A card of 05/02/1958 notifying that the auction of 04/02/1958 had been closed for business owing to strike.

13. One 1%d of 22™ December 1954 with season greetings.

Together with the unidentified cards we know about 175 cards in January 2008.

Two elements of uncertainty remain: The authors of this article do not know whether also lists of the cards and their
dates of issue have been recorded by other collectors. And it is not to predict if more cards will be offered in the future.
The great number of known cards is deceptive: many of them do not satisfy collectors” demands. Apart from the hole
which is found on all cards — only the card of "2d, three cards of 1'2d and one 2d card typographed do not show a hole —
many cards have tears, folds and soiling so that they are regarded as damaged. Also the postmarks are often smudged,
not complete and not legible. As a result of these faults, the number of cards which are worthwhile collecting considera-
bly shrinks. This is dearly realized mainly with those cards of which only small numbers were found. Especially the 2d
embossed card, the 2d + 1d and the 3d become rarer in comparison to the other issues. Cards without a hole deserve a
special position and collectors’ prices.

The print of nearly all cards is made in the same design. Only the "4d card has vertical format on reverse. The 1967 card
without imprinted stamp has long size and green print on front. All other cards (from 1d to 3d) are imprinted on front.
All other cards have on front PRINTED MATTER in capitals in black colour with underlining. One 2d + 1d card is
known not underlined.

All lettering on front has serifs, some with thin print, most being thick. In the fifties the telegram address and the tele-
phone number is found at top. The name of the company, CRAIGIE BROS,, is printed beneath.

The owners are obviously a family clan, In November 1952 a new legal position occurred: the company got the name
CRAIGIE BROS., LTD. New telephone numbers came, and the reverse was altered. CRAIGIE BROS., LTD was the
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top line in the late 60s. The address changed from 37 Prussia Street to 37/38 Prussia Street and finally 38 Prussia Street.

Fh!ﬂrm : “ORAIGIE, DUBLIN."

«Talephone : 76200

CRAIGIE« BROS.
37 Prussia Street, Dublin, April 9th 1952
Supplica  Inerease  Decronss
Cattle fom 3,&7 o -
Shoop P 6,368 - 60

Lelegrama: "CRAIGIE, DUBLIN" ephones 75128 (3 Lines)

.CRAIGIE. BROS,, LTD.

37/38 Prussia Streot, Dublin, 14th Decomber, 1960

Supplioa  Lnoreass  Dvervase
Cattlo 4,073 - 22
Shoep 7,082 - 354

CRAIGIE BROS. 37 Prussia Street, Tel.76205 /// CRAIGIE BROS., LTD 37/38 Prussia Street, Tel.75128 (3 Lines)

Telegrams: "CRAIGIE, DUBLI

Telaphones 75128 (3 Lines

CRAIGIE 0S., LTD.

crAIGIE @ROs., LTD.

Summer 2009

38 Prussia Streot, Dublin, 4th March, 1964 38 Prussia 8troet, Dublin, 7. 23rd Novembaer, 1066
Buppllos  lnoreaso  Doaroass Buppliss  Increass  Deorenso
Cattlo 00 Cattle 383

. 139 -
Sheep 8,859 . T8 Shoep ::m 47

CRAIGIE BROS., LTD 38 Prussia Street, Tel.75128 (3 Lines) // CRAIGIE BROS., LTD 38 Prussia Street, no tel. no.

Which animals were auctioned by Craigie? The “BOOK OF DUBLIN™, printed in 1928, tells us. Declan O’Connor has

dug it out and sent me photocopies of some pages referring to our story. Fat cattle, store cattle, dairy cattle, calves, sheep
and pigs were the mainly dealt with animals in Craigie’s auctions. As we know from some cards there were also wool
auctions. The number of the animals sold strongly varied with the seasons, and so did the prices. More than 8000 sheep
and 4000 cattle changed their owners in some weeks. Also prices — being of high interest for the farmers — were noted.
Most livestock auctions were held on Wednesdays, sometimes on Thursdays. Wool was usually auctioned on Fridays.
In our days the auction company is no longer to be found in its original place. Instead of Craigie a shopping centre, some
small shops, a restaurant and a post office are seen on the site of Craigie’s 38 Prussia Street. Also the internet gives no
information what has happened to the auctioneers Craigie. Had they to give up though being among the most important
in Ireland? Had they to join together with other companies and lost their name? We do not know. It would be nice to be
helped by better informed residents in Dublin.

| SRAID PHRUISE
PRUSSIA STREET

| Grounds of Graige |

Post office of our time, surely not
attended by Craige.

Did Craige post his
cards in this old
Letter box?

Pub where auction profits were “invested?”

A supplementary article by Declan O’Connor, appears in the FAI journal “DIE HARFE” no. 103 (summer 2008).
The authors Robert Dombrowski and Otto Jung gratefully thank for the help of:

Barney Clancy

George King Declan O’ Connor
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Ireland Thom Overprints: Something Didn't Fit

When I was compiling the 2002 edition of the Hibernian Handbook and Catalogue of the Postage Stamps of Ireland, | wanted to
include a chapter on the 1922 Overprint Controls, a very popular theme for serious collectors of Ireland. At that stage I had assem-
bled a reference collection of over 1100 Controls of varying sizes and had access to another collection of over 1000 Controls. Still,
all the pieces of the puzzle didn't quite fit. I had about thirty Control blocks which fitted into the general "established" plating guides
and should have all been from the same overprint plate, but which struck me somehow as being not quite identical. Also, the other
reference collection had another twenty such similar Control blocks. Not satisfied, I held back publishing a plating guide in the
2002 edition.

When the first overprinting contract was given, it was divided between the Dollard Printing Co. Ltd (SG 1-9 and 17-21, Hib. T1-8,
12-14) and Alex Thom Ltd (SG 10-15, Hib. T15-19). The reasons are not known but it may be that neither printing company had
the capacity to overprint the entire required quantities of stamps in time for the proposed issue date.

For the low values, Dollard used three plates of 240 each consisting of stereos of 15 (5 x 3) repeated 16 times within the plate. A
mixed plate consisting of stereos from plates 1 and 3 is also known. The plating of the Dollard Controls, even of the 1d (Conirol
under stamp 11), is therefore relatively simple due to the recurrence of various setting differences within the individual master ste-
reos (or the absence thereof, as in Plate 1).

It has long been accepted that Thom also initially carried out the overprinting of the low values using three plates. Literature up
until now has differentiated the three plates by defining specific and obvious differences in the shape or form of individual charac-
ters within the overprint, some quite prominent, especially in the area near to the Control.

Control blocks from Thom Plate | (as identified until now) showed a very regular type with no obvious setting or type varieties.
Control blocks or strips from Plate 2 can be identified by the triangular instead of square stop after "1922" from R20/2 (illustr. 1).
Plate 3 is the most obvious with a broken "r" in "héireann" on R20/1 and a short "1" and distorted second "2" in "1922" on R20/2
(illustr. 2) as if the plate had buckled slightly.

Now we come back to Plate 1. If sorting Control pieces from the Thom "black" period, according to the distinguishing features used
up until now, one would look for either of the above-mentioned obvious varieties; if neither was present, then the Control piece was,
by default, attributed to Plate 1. This has long been the tradition and seemed satisfactory. However, with the large number of Con-
trol pieces available to me, it became clear that all those put on the pile for Plate 1 were not exactly alike. Since 2001, my reference
material has grown by another 40 Control pieces which had been, also by default, attributed to Plate 1 by their previous owners.

Left: Illustr. 1 Thom Plate 2

Right: lllustr. 2 Thom Plate 3

In 2008, while working on the 2009 edition of the "Hibernian", the time was right to try and finally define the differences in the
Control pieces which were all theoretically from Plate 1. I wanted to be able to include a comprehensive plating of the Overprint
Controls in the new edition of the catalogue and needed this final piece of the puzzle. The other reference collection of Controls
which I mentioned at the start of this article resides in Switzerland and is the result of 30 year's dedicated collecting by a philatelist
for whom GB Controls (also with overprint) are a passion. This collection had grown significantly in recent years and now con-
tained over 40 Control pieces from Thom "Plate 1".

I travelled there with all my notes, sketches and scans. | could not bring my actual reference material with me due to Customs diffi-
culties. All the formalities for the import and re-export of my stamps would have cost too much time. The publication deadline for
the new "Hibernian" was drawing near.

I spent many hours working late into the night with the Swiss philatelist in his house not far from Geneva. We sorted his Thom
"black" Controls into 3 piles according to the traditional manner, all those pieces with neither of the prominent varieties for Plate 2
or 3 going into the pile for Plate 1. Then we started to seriously examine every piece in the "Plate 1" pile. We found no constant
varieties of broken type or letter distortions which could be used for any reliable differentiation, although individual, fortuitous va-
rieties abounded. There must be another way to sort these pieces more accurately, although the actual differences were somehow
not readily apparent. Then we took a long break and talked. During the chat, 1 suddenly thought of the measurements and particu-
larly the slight alignment differences worked on by previous researchers. We set ourselves once again to the task at hand with a
magnifier and an architect's ruler. We both felt that exact relative measurement of the position of each line of overprint type with
respect to the one above could hold the key.
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One of the largest and most comprehensive

stocks of Irish material available on the market.

Some recent offers from stock:

o T,
- TN senlieGs G

Srs, Hermann Stol

Heclife-Pernambug

Specialising in collection-bulilding for the serious collector and for Exhibition;
whether you are interested in winning an award for your collection or you tend more
toward collecting for investment, my business is to help you achieve your goals.

Roy Hamilton-Bowen

Ccome see us

Eisenbahnstrasse 8 ey
DE- 63110 Rodgau GERMANY S
Call: (+49) 6106-3023 Fax: -3024
e-mail: roy.hb@online.de L ONDON 2010

tand 14

THE web-site for Irish Philately:

www. hibernian-news.eu
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Ireland Thom Overprints: Something didn't fit. Contd.

The results of another couple hours' work were surprising. Suddenly, the pieces of the puzzle started to fall into place. Once we had
identified a very clear but minimal difference in the relative alignment of two lines of the overprint, every Control piece, even down
to single stamp Controls, could be quickly and confidently sorted into two, and only two, piles without exception.

Now we sat back and talked again. What to do? Up until now, everyone wrote about 3 Thom "black" plates. But now we could,
without qualm, sort these Thom "black" Control pieces into 4 piles! How to proceed with a listing in the new edition of the
"Hibernian"? While we talked, it became clear that it would be too disruptive to try and re-number the Thom plates, as this would
have a knock-on effect on the traditional numbering of the subsequent Low Value "blue-black" plates (SG 30-43, Hib. T25-38). To
try and devise a cross-reference index for the "old" versus the "new" plates would only cause confusion among collectors and future
researchers. There was no choice but to divide Plate | into "a" and "b" and thus preserve the traditional numbering sequence of the
subsequent plates

After returning to Rodgau, I started to work on my own Control pieces which had been set aside as all coming from Thom Overprint
Plate 1. Now armed with a new way to separate Plate 1a from 1b, I was able to sort these by sight into two piles.

The differences between Plates 1a and 1b:

Let us begin with differences outside the immediate area of the marginal Control number, i.e. in other areas of the traditionally col-
lected corner blocks of 6. On none of the six stamps on a Control block from Plate 1a is any constant broken type variety to be
found; yet on Control blocks of 6 from Plate 1b, the upper right stamp (R19/3) shows a minor but constant variety: a tiny chip in the
top right end of the "c" in "Sealadac". However, for the plating of Control strips of 3 or corner pairs, this difference is not very use-

ful.
TN

13

Ilustr 3: Thom Plate 1a

Ilustr 4: Thom Plate 1b

\

=AE9 B |[HS ¥

Another slight difference on the first and second stamps from row 20, directly above the Control, holds the key. On what I have
now designated Plate la, the right side of the "1" in "1922" is almost under the centre of the "i" in "héireann"; the stops after "1922"
are close to the date (illustr. 3). On stamps from Plate 1b, the right side of the "1" in "1922" is just under or very slightly to the left
of the "i" in "héireann"; also, the stops after the date are very slightly further away (illustr. 4). The thin second "2" in 1922 from
R20/1 is not constant and varies in thickness. However, these absolute differences in the position of the 4™ and 5™ lines of the over-
print in horizontal relation to each other clearly show that there were either two plates, until now considered the same plate, or that
there were adjustments or repairs made to a single plate leading to two states.

Further research has yielded another interesting aspect. Although the Thom Plates 2 and 3 continued in use after the change-over to
blue-black ink in July 1922, I have yet to find a Control piece with a blue-black overprint showing the setting characteristics of ei-
ther Plate la or 1b. This leads to the conclusion that either the first TWO plates used by Thom during the "black" period (Feb.-July
1922) were retired before the end of the "black" period, or that the first plate was adjusted or repaired during the "black" period but
did not survive in its second state beyond the end of the "black" period.

Epilogue:

1 am not bold enough to assume that this chapter is closed as there is still much room for further research in this fascinating field, but
1 hope that at least one annoying anomaly can, after over eighty years, finally be set to rest.

Roy Hamilton-Bowen, BPP; Rodgau, Germany July 8, 2009
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Press Release From FAI

Heidelberg, 9th June 2009 (CJ) — In July 2009, the newest issue of DIE HARFE is published, the magazine of the Ger-
man Study and Research Group on Irish Philately (FAI - Forschungs- und Arbeitsgemeinschaft Irland e.V. im BDPh
e.V.). The current summer issue (no. 107) contains 68 pages.

On the occasion of the 200th birthday of Charles Darwin (and a commemorative stamp by An Post), the title story by
Clemens Jesenitschnig deals with the life and works of this English natural scientist.

The 100th anniversary of the death of John Millington Synge, commemorated on a stamp by An Post, offers the oppor-
tunity to inform about the Irish writer and his oeuvre.

In an interview, member of the An Post board, Peter Gallagher, speaks about the year 2011 when the Irish postal mar-
ket will be completely liberalised and gives his view on possible changes and effects for An Post.

Joachim Schaaf's report on the FAI Annual General Meeting 2009 in Oberaula, Hesse, is rich in photographs, and John
Mullen presents the souvenir covers he designed for this special occasion.

Hans Bergdolt informs about the state of the FAI photo archive which was initiated in 2008.

Beside many other articles - for instance, John Mullen informs about the 125th anniversary of the Gaelic Athletic
Association - the regular columns are included. In his "Recent Releases", Brian Warren informs in detail about An Post's
newest stamp issues, and Maurice Barrett reports on the newest Irish slogans in his column "Modern Postal History".

If you have any further questions, please contact: Clemens Jesenitschnig (Editor of DIE HARFE);
Bahnhofstrafle 9, 69115 Heidelberg, Germany; email: ¢j.fai@gmx.net

My Other Collection—Stanhopes.
Michael Priestley

Stanhopes are souvenirs that were popular in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries — Queen Victoria is said to
have had some. They come in all sizes and shapes — pens, pencils, bottles, scissors, needle cases, binoculars, boxes, and
many others. All have one thing in common, they contain a little hole through which a magnified picture can be seen
when held up to the light. The pictures may commemorate places, people, events or religious themes.

The optical system was in-
vented by Earl Stanhope and
consists of a tiny glass rod,
rounded at one end to pro-
vide magnification. The
other end of the rod is flat,
onto which the picture is
pasted. Stanhopes can be
found in antique shops and
fairs or on eBay. A glass-
topped case can display your
collection, and can be a
source of great interest to
visitors

www.chicagopex.com

November 20-22, 2009
Sheraton Chicago Northwest Hotel (800) 325-3535 call for special rate
EPA Annual Meeting. Saturday, Nov. 22, 1-2 pm Lake Huron Room

EPA Annual informal dinner Friday. Contact any Board member to make a reservation,
Or email eparevealer@gmail.com

Hope to see you there!
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The following may be ordered from

Timothy O'Shea, 58 Porter St.

Granby MA 01033-9516 USA

tosheal @comcast.net. Except where noted,
prices include postage & handling within U.S,
Outside the US write or email me for postage
costs. Payment in US 8. Checks, payable to
Tim O'Shea, must be on US banks. (nm—Non-
rpember)
EPA PUBLICATIONS

The Adhesive Revenue Stamps of Ireland: 1858-1925
by James J. Brady » An award winning detailed analysis
of Irish revenue stamps of the period. Profusely illustrated
with catalog listings by type, bibliography, 20 p + ad-
denda. $2.75 (nm $3.50).

The First 55 Years of Irish coils

by Peter Bugg » A comprehensive listing of all Irish coils
with a check list of all leaders & tab ends, illustrated,
bibliography, 40 p. $8.50 (nm $10.50).

Ireland, Identification of the Rialtas and Saorstit
overprints

by Joseph E. Foley » Includes a clear plastic overlay with
accurate reproductions of the various overprints and a
reprint of an illustrated article from The American Philate-
list. $7.50 (nm $10.00).

The Post Offices & Datestamps of the Co. Leitrim

by Dr. Brian de Burca, updated by James T. Howley 72
illustrations of handstamps, map, and descriptions of post
office locations, 23 p. $6.25 (nm $7.80).

An Introduction to Irish Mileage Marks

by W. E. Davey » Explanation &Illustrated listing of
early markings, 22 p. §4.50 (nm $5.65).

The Revealer Index, v 1,# 1 to v 49, # 3, Jan. 1951 to
Winter 2000

by Patrick J. Ryan, Sr. » A cumulative subject index
grouped by major categories, 40 p.. $9.25 (nm $12.25).
Irish Airmail, 1919-1990

by William J. Murphy » Lists all known mail-carrying
flights to and from Ireland since the Alcock & Brown
1919 trans-Atlantic flight. Background information is
provided for each flight. Covers are illustrated for most
flights & a valuation guide provided. 96 p, bibliography &
index. $15.00 + $1.25 postage (nm $18.75 + $1.25 post-
age).

Airway Letters To and From Belfast, Including Air
“Railex” Letters

by William J. Murphy » From the 1934 Railway Air
Services to 1988, the airway letter covers are listed and
examples illustrated with a brief description of the flight.
26 p, bibliography. $3.00 (nm $4.00).

Irish Airmail - Balloon Posts, Rocket, Helicopter,
Parachute and Glider Mail

by William J. Murphy » Covers a variety of mail as indi-
cated in the title, with illustrations of covers, descriptions
of events, pricing code and a bibliography, 22 p. $3.00
(nm $4.00).

Irish Aerogrammes and Airgraphs

by William J. Murphy » Provides a detailed listing of the
aerogrammes rates, private supplemental printings,
Northern Ireland & special usages, pricing code & bibli-
ography. Jung catalog numbers referenced, 46 p. $4.00
(nm $5.00).

0.A.T. and A.V.2. Markings on Irish Airmail

by William J. Murphy » lintroduction to these markings
used during World War I1 & catalog listing of known Irish
covers with the markings. Appendix lists covers to and

THE REVEALER
from Ireland so marked. Illustrated with bibliography, 25

p. $3.00 (nm $4.00),
EPA ITEMS AVAILABLE

ONLY TO MEMBERS
Official Lapel Pin - Metal replica of EPA logo. $2.25

EPA Rubber Stamp - reproduces the EPA logo, 11/2” x 1",
§14.00

FAI PUBLICATIONS

Publications of the German based Forschungs-und Ar-
beitsgemeinschaft Ireland E. V. are also available to EPA
members. All have text in both English & German.

Irish Postal Stationery Stamped to Order

by Otto Jung » A detailed priced catalog and handbook,
this 2003 edition includes updates since 1994, [llustrated,
174 p. $15.50 (nm $21.00),

Supplement to Postal Stationary $8.50 nm $10.25.

The Mileage Marks of Ireland 1808-1839, 2nd ed.

by Hans G. Moxter » [llustrated listing of all known Irish
mileage marks, 57 p. $7.50 (nm $10.00),

Undated Namestamps of Ireland 1823-1860

by William Kane » Listings of postal markings giving
town names but no dates, includes information on Receiv-
ing Houses, illustrated, 63 p. $7.00 nm $8.75).
Introduction to The Post Offices of Co Clare, Ireland
by John Mackey & Tony Cassidy » Study developed from
the postal archives of Dublin and London, 94 p. $9.25 (nm
$12.75).

The Dublin Penny Post

by Manfred Dittmann » Based on extensive research in
postal archives & museums in Ireland & Great Britain,
this is a well documented treatment of the subject, illus-
trated, 312 p. $35.00 nm $45.00).

The Gerl Issues

by Otto Jung » A comprehensive listing of this definitive
series. Written in German but with charts to help you
understand the issues, $3.75 (nm$4.75).

75 years of Irish Stamps

An anthology by eight noted philatelists representing a
variety of interests in Irish philately, with special postcard
produced by AnPost, illustrated, 139 p. $20.00 (nm
$25.00).

Irish Postal Rates Before 1840, 2nd edition

by F. E. Dixon & Joachim Schaaf’ » Lists the Irish rates
from 1637 to 1840, illustrated, bibliography, 37 pages.
$6.50 (nm $9.00).

Irish Slogan Postmarks 1918-1994

by Uwe Netzsch » More than 300 illustrations by county,
die and type, 116 p. $17.50 (nm $22.00).

The Irish Architecture Definitives

A detailed catalog covering the sheet stamps, booklets,
FDCs & presentation packs, ill., 37 p. $7.25 (nm $9.75),
Irish Heritage and Treasures

by Otto Jung » Specialized catalog of this definitive set.
$10.00 (nm $13.00).

Early Irish Stamp Canceling Machines Until 1922
by Manfred Schollmayer » $11.00 (nm $13.25).

The International Reply Coupons
by Otto Jung » $7.50 (nm $10.00),

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

The Irish Philatelic Society 1901-2001

by the Irish Philatelic Society » An interesting history
which is broken down into 13 chapters that run through
the beginnings of Irish Postage Stamps, Exhibitions up to

Summer 2009
the Centenary Year 2001, 48 p $13.25 (nm $16.75).
The Dublin Spoon - 1855-57
by Cyril 1. Dulin » Account of Ireland’s Ist duplex oblit-
erator, well organized with considerable detail, illust,
value guide, bibliography, 48 p $6.00(nm $7.50),
The Rare Coil
compiled by Joseph E. Foley » Recounts the research in
the Irish Post Office archives that firmly establishes the
authenticity of this stamp together with background infor-
mation, illustrated, 76 p. $14.00 (nm $16.75).
Ireland - Catalog of Perfins
compiled & edited by Richard L. Mewhinney » Punched
for a 3 ring binder; catalog can also serve as an album,
Published by The Perfins Club, 38 p $9.00 (nm $11.25).
Hibernian Handbook and Catalogue of the Postage
Stamps of Ireland 2009
Complete catalog of specialized Irish philatelic material,
240 p, full color, 3200 illust. $46.00 (nm $57.50).
Keeping In Touch, Communication through County
Kildare before 1860
by N.P.J. Morrin » This book focuses particularly on the
early postal system and examines how mail was carried
along the country roads by various means of transport.
Chapters are broken down by town with pictures of postal
markings. 182 p. $44.00 (nm $54.00).
Uniform Fourpenny Post in Ireland
by Bill Kane » A 28 page study of the 4 penny post in
Ireland published in 1990. $10.00 (nm $12.50).
Handbook of Irish Postal History to 1840
by David Feldman & Bill Kane » Pub. 1975. This book
deals with the postal markings up till the introduction of
adhesive stamp. $19.00 (nm $24.50).
Irish Crash Airmails 2nd Edition
by Ronny Vogt » $20.00 (nm $25.00).
Censorship of Mail in Ireland

y Hans G. Moxter » Covers mail censorship on the

whole island of Ireland up to the present day, 126 p.
$25.00(nm $30).
Court Circulars: A new perspective on Ireland Petty
Sessions
by Peter Nansfield » Published by the Revenue Society of
Great Britain, this booklet discusses the stamps, some of
the documents on which they were used and the various
duties of the Clerks. 40 p. $13.00 (nm $16.75).

Domestic Packets Between Great Britain and Ireland,
1635-1840

by Denis Salt » Deals with the Post Office Packet Ser-
vices between Great Britain and Ireland. 50 p, $25.00
(nm$30.00).

History of the Irish PO » $10.00 (nm $13.00).

Uniform Penny Post in Ireland » $7.00 (nm $9.75).
Irish Booklets » $39.00 (nm $50.00).

Irish Slogan Postmarks » $6.00 (nm $8.25).

Irish Provincial Penny Posts » $6.00 (nm $8.25).

Irish Postal Rates to 1840 » $3.50 (nm $5.50).

Plan to attend the
EPA Annual
General Meeting
Chicagopex 2009




