
~ the Revealer 
QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF THE EIRE PHILATELIC 
ASSOCIATION 

VOL. 69 NO. 4 
WHOLE NUMBER 296 

FOHAR 
AUTUMN 2019 

' ' "' 0"'84-6125 

Affiliate No. 21 - The American Philatelic Society. Affiliate - Federations of Philatelic Societies of Ireland 

52 
e1Re · 

.. 
Sa ""r"I C ;-. 

J ' 
....,., d'. 
~-----· . /,! . 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
Page: 

2. President's Message 
3. Treasurer's Report 
4. John Blessington Memorial Library 
5. Donations to the EPA 
6. EPA Board Members Recognized by APS 
7. Our Advertisers 
8. Polar Expeditions (Conclusion) 

13. Member Want Ads 
14. Ireland to Canada (Conclusion 
19. Member Exhibits 
20. The Shrunken Owl 
24. Advertisement 



2 Eire Philatelic Association TIE 

THE REVEALER 

www.eirephilatclicassoc.org fSSN 0484-6 l 25 
Published quarterly bj the Eire Philatelic Association: Membership 
dues are as follovvs: U.S. ($20.00); Canada/Mexico ($25.00); all 
other countries ($30.00). Dues may be paid by Paypal at 
EPADUES@aol.com 

ELECTED POSITIONS: Officers· 
President: RICHARD KELLY, 1322 Green Trails Dr. 
Naperville, IL, 60540. kellvrd@sb~ .. dobal.net 

Vice-President North America: MICHAELS. 
CANAVAN, 44 Lakeshore Dr., Garnett, KS 66032. 
mi chaelscana van44(c1J,gma il. com 

Vice-President Europe: BRIAN WARREN, 
brian. warren2 ZL)upemail.ie 

Directors: 
DAVID BRENNAN 
BARNEY CLANCY 
PHILIP KANE 

APPOINTED POSITIONS· 

RAYMOND MURPHY 
WILLIAM O'CONNOR 
TIMOTHY O'SHEA 

Secretary/ APS Representative/Chapter Coordmator: JOHN 
B. SHARKEY, 1559 Grouse Lane, Mountainside, NJ 
07092-1340. jsharkeveQara:.me com 

Treasurer: ROBERT BENNINGHOFF. PO Box 116, Maple 
Shade, NJ 08052. eparrnb@g1nfillcom 

Editor: STEVEN FRIEDENTHAL 3 Lindbergh Crescent, 
St. Albert, Alberta T8N 2S8 Canada. sfriedenthal@shaw.ca 
or eparevealer@gmail.com 

Editor Emeritus: LIAM MALONE 

Auction Manager: BOB KEMPER. l301 Willow Bud Dr., 
Walnut CA 91789. Epa-auctionrZi.roadrunner.corn 

Advertising Manager: RICHARD KELLY, 
kellyrd@sbeglobal.net 

Special Offers/Librarian/Historian: TIMOTHY 0 SHEA, 
58 Porter Street, Granby, MA 01033-9516. 
Tosh ea 1 rZtkomcast.net 

Youth/School Program Managers: Ireland: PHELLM 
O'NEILL, poneill(cviname.com. USA: RICHARD KELLY, 
k:ellvrd(cDsbeglobal.net 

Fall 2019 

PRESIDE,NT'S MESSAGE 
By Richard Kell-y 

Fall traditionally starts the stamp and 
collectable season as the summer holiday 
season passes and the shorter days and cooler 
weather leads to more indoor activities. A 
good start for Irish Philately is the annual 
Stampa show held in Dublin. This year's 
show will be held on October 11 to 13, 
20 l 9. Details are inside this issue. 

(Cont. on Page 23) 

CHAPTER COORDlNATORS 
The Associntion Secretary provides Coordinators with 
names and addresses of new members. Coordinators 
welcome new members and in\ ile them to join the iocnl 
Chapter 

Commodore John Barry Chapter 
1\fombers reside in NJ, NY, PA Coordinator: John B. 
Sharkey, 1559 Cirouse Lane, Mountainside, NJ 07092 
jsharkevepa(ii'•me.com 
James Hoban Chapter 
Members reside in MD, VA, DC Coordinator: VACANCY 
.John McCormack Chapter 
Members reside in Cl & tv!A. Coordinator· Timothy O'Shea 
58 Porter St. Granby, MA 01033- 9516 
toshea Villcomcast. net 
Lone Star Chapter 
Members reside in Central TX Chapter is ctmently inactive, 
please contact the Secretary if you wish to rnlunteer for this 
position. 
Northern California Chapter (NORCAL) 
Members reside in Northern CA Coordinator: Christopher 
Palermo 230 Alberta Avenue, San Carlos. CA 94070 
CHRlS PALERJvI095 l25 cl'vahoo.com 
Southern California Chapter (SOCAL) 
Members reside in Southern CA Coordinator: William A. 
O'Connor, 3803 Foxglove Lane, Fallbrook, CA 92028 
\Vaoconnor(Ci'aol.com 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSION Winter: 
November 15; Spring: !Vlilrch 7; Summer: .June 7 

Each Issue published about a month after above dates 

The Revealer ADVERTISING RATES 

Size (inches) Per -.1. bsues 
Approx. issue (c-ontract rate) 

Full Page 7 4 x 9.7 SlbO S550 

Half Page Morizontal 7.-1 X4.9 S90 5320 

flaif Page Vertical 3.6 9.7 S90 S320 

Quarter Pagt~ 3.6 x 4.8 S50 $180 

J.6 x 2.5 S30 S105 Eighth Page 

l Camera reed) cop) requird ··· Coutact Richard Keil) ·u 
ke l lyrd((i sbcg lob a [.net 

-·----
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Eire Philatelic Association Treasurer's Report September 1 2018 to August 31 2019 

Thank you to Barney Clancy for all his assistance during the past year of transferring the Treasurer's operation. 
An additional Thank you to Brian Warren who agreed to assist me with the Bank of Ireland, EPA account. And 
a most grand and gracious thank you to my wife Jean, who took on the role of EPA accountant and after many 
long hours managed to balance the EPA accounts. 

The following is a summary of the EPA Finances: 
Membership dues contributed $6099 for the year. 
The largest expense for the year in the printing and mailing of four issues of the Revealer at $2550 per issue for 
a total of about $9000 a year. It is anticipated that this cost will increase about 5% to 7% in 2020 due to 
increased postage and printing costs. The Revealer is now being mailed from Minuteman Press to all members 
in North America and abroad. USA postage rates are more stable and predictable. 

The annual operating expenses including the AGM and Secretaries expenses total $1000. Total Expenses last 
year were $12,938 and Total Income was $14566. The Eire Philatelic Association financial year ended with a 
positive cash flow largely due to the generous assistance of Bill O'Connor, Bob Kemper, Barry Cousins and 
Tim O'Shea. Bill has provided the EPA with a total of $4576 from the sale of material to the EPA. Bob has 
provided the EPA with a Total of $3987 from the Commission received from EPA auction sales. 

Barry Cousins donated his new book to the EPA at our Annual General Meeting at Boxboro, May 2019 
The Title is Propaganda Overprints on Great Britain and Northern Ireland Stamps and was auctioned at the 
AGM for $850 which was added to the treasury. The book can be ordered directly from Barry Cousins. 
Tim O'Shea sold $494 of Special Offer books at the AGM. 

It is important to note the following 
(a) Membership dues only pay about 50% of the cost of operating the EPA 
(b) There is very little opportunity for additional monies from donated sales in 2020. 
( c) The EPA auctions are a vital part of the EPA revenue stream and we all need to help Bob Kemper providing 
him with top quality material to auction and to donate any excess covers and stamps to Bob for auctioning. 
( d) We will need to make up the short fall of revenues anticipated in 2020 due to the reduction in sales of 
donated materials. 
Robert Benninghoff 

Treasurers report re: additional monies received at Boxboro 

The EPA received a most helpful cash infusion from several different sources at Boxboro this past May 
$2087 check from Bill O'Connor for the sale of donated material to the EPA. 
$494 from the sale of Special Offer Material brought to the Show by Tim O'Shea. 
$850 from the auction sale of Barry Cousin's donated book and elated stamps on 
"Propaganda Overprints on Great Britain and Northern Ireland Stamps" 

This was a most generous donation to the EPA and there was vigorous room bidding for the material with the 
final price of $850. 
Other material auctioned at the AGM added another $148 for a total of $998. 

The Total added to the Treasury from Boxboro was $3597 

Thank you 
Robert Benninghoff 
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lr:on~rnl "'""" lnc~n · na-111.18 TOTAL 2019..04.04 TOTA! 2019.08-31 TOTAi 12019 
Ouea: 

US Dues - Sun trust DoAar Checklno Account $3 375 $ 2 605 $ 435 $ 3 040 
Dues Paid Into Pavoal Account $1 006 $2163 $ 667 $ 2 830 
2017-2018 Forera n Dues -€212.00 l1il 51 .12" $237 .. 
2018-2019 Foreb n Dues - €202.35 <ill$1.13 .. $229 $ 229 

I Net Dues RecelDts tor Year $4 618 $4 997 $ 1 102 $ 6 099 
Other Income : 

Oonalbn• I S 1 3 Hl $595 $ 26 
Auclbn Transfers and Sale of Other Dona Io ns .. ,. S·1.74 1 $0 s 5 606 
Soedal Offers Transfers lo the General Fund $70 s2 : 9 $ 573 

I Advertisements in The Revealer - Paid In Dollars St OS 5 1 125 s 322 
Actvertlsomenls In The Reve aler - Paid In Euro (€793. @ $1 .12 I $%8 
Mtscelaneous Income 

Not Othor Income S71U $ 1,939 5.1 Q~Q $ 6 529 s 8 ,467 
ToC31 Real Income $11 732 511936 $ 7 630 I td 568 

ExDenses: I 
Revealer cost lnclu dlna Drinti'lo mallnq, dues enveloDes etc. l $7 046 $4344 $ • 517 s 8 86 1 
2017 AGM Exoense 51 OOO $ 1,000 $ 1 OOO $ 1 ,OOO 
Misc. El<!lenses: 

Account fees Linns Advertisement ate $677 so $ 455 s 67 
VP North America Em ense laward medals and associated costsl $61 $0 
President Exoense $0 534 
Secretarv Exoen se $399 $285 $ 230 s 230 
Web Site Deveboment $1 ,900 $880 

Revealer Foreb n Malli'\a llraland r 1€600.00 ®$1 .12 .. In 2017-18l $672 
Revealer Foreb n Malli'\a (lreland l' (€125.50 liil S1 .13 .. In 20 18-191 $142 
2017-2018 Forei rn Account Fees - (€64 .49 (@ S1 .12" 1 $72 
2018-2019 Foreb n Account Fees - 1€46 .30 liil $1. 13 .. ) S52 

ToC31 Expenses: .w..m 1§.fil 1...§..W 1....ll.ll!l 
Gross Income !Loss ) S1 ,003 $198 $ 1 627 

Pao >r Transfer: 
One vearofllfe Memberob&oalbn from raserve account' .. 58d5 m nu ... 
Net Income 11.nssl $8511 5198 

' Includes advances toward future mailnas of the Revealer 
.. These ltt uras are Euros converted at the orevalln a rate al the Ume . 
... Reducllon to the Reserve for Life Members Is calculated on Auaust 31 of each vear. 
•••• Does notlnclude $3986.64 racelved for EPA Auction Commlsions Au o 31 20 18 to Mav 15 2019. Deposited In Sent 2019 
Robert Bennlnohoff Treasurar 
Seotember 7 , 2019 I I I I 

The John Blessington Memorial Library of theEire Philatelic Association 
Library Procedures - EPA Members only 

INTENT: It is the intent of the association to operate the library to provide a service EPA members to assist in 
research and to provide a vehicle to help expand the members' knowledge of Irish stamps and Irish postal 
history. 

LOCATION: The library is located and maintained at the Spellman Museum of Stamps & Postal History, 241 
Wellesley Street, Weston, MA 02493, www.spellmanmuseum.org. and is available for use by EPA members 
without admission charge. 

PUBLICITY: The Revealer, the EPA quarterly journal, will be the primary carrier to publicize the services, 
availability of material announcement of newly arrived material, requests for special or specific items for the 
library. 

SELECTION: Decisions on what material to purchase is left up to the EPA librarian who will solicit 
suggestions from the membership at large. 
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OPERATION: The library operation consists of two services: 
a. The reproduction of selected articles upon request and the mailing of these copies to the requester. 
b. The mailing of specific books and/or pamphlets to the requester for a specific amount of time. 

REPRODUCTION OF MATERIAL: A flat rate of$3.00 will be charged for photocopying and mailing articles 
from any publication. Scanning: $4 for the first page; $.25 per additional page. Fax Services: $4 for the first 
page; $1 per additional page. Copies are provided in compliance with U.S. Code Title 17 (copyright code). 

THE LENDING OF BOOKS: Borrowers may request up to three at one time. To help cover the costs incurred 
in providing library services, the borrower must pay a Base Fee of $10.00 per shipment/request plus a fee of 
$3.00 for one book, $4.00 for two books and $5.00 for three books borrowed at one time. 

Additional shipping costs for foreign addresses or rush delivery may apply. All requests for books must be 
accompanied by the required fee, made payable to Spellman Museum. A late fee of $1 per week will be 
assessed if materials are not returned or renewed by the due date. 

A return label will be enclosed with each shipment and the borrower is required to insure the item in the amount 
of $50.00. 

The borrower is responsible for all damages to the items shipped beyond reasonable wear and the loss will be 
assessed by the replacement cost of each item. Books may be kept for three weeks after receipt. 

It should be kept in mind that the library could develop a listing of material that would be difficult if not 
impossible to replace. In this instance, whether to lend or to reproduce the material is left to the discretion of the 
librarian so as not to jeopardize the material or violate copyright laws. 

INQUIRIES: All inquiries to the library are welcomed. A personal search for a specific subject item would be 
done if requested. Recommendations, complaints or suggestions will be accepted. Inquiries requiring a reply are 
requested to furnish a stamped self-addressed legal size envelope. 

DONATIONS: The library will gratefully accept donations of books and articles on Irish philately. A special 
handstamp will be applied to all books recognizing the donor of the item. A thank you will also be made in the 
Revealer. Financial donations made to the library for the purchase of a book or books would also be recognized 
and the books will be so marked. 

NOTE: For the most part, where numbers are shown parenthetically after a title, they refer only to library file 
locations. 

FOR AN UPDATED INVENTORY OF THE EPA COLLECTION AT SPELLMAN, A PDF IS 
AVAILABLE FROM THE SECRETART jsharkeyepa@me.com 

Donations to the EPA 

As Secretary I receive numerous inquiries about how to dispose of a stamp collection. As many of these 
inquiries come from people who are not stamp collectors, I try to assist them in this process. I encourage 
donations to the EPA, and explain that the donation will be put to good use through our auctions, gifts to stamp 
groups, and giveaways at our annual meetings. We recently received a small donation oflrish stamps on paper 
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from Bernadette Gibbons, in memory of her late grandfather Joseph Gibbons. I am told that most of these 
stamps came from Dail Eireann. He worked at the main entrance gate and the TDs, including An Taoiseach 
Albert Reynolds, would give him stamps. Several years ago, the EPA received a large donation of stamps and 
first day covers from the estate of member James Healy. This donation has greatly helped with finances 

through our auction. Donations like these helps to keep our membership dues at a very reasonable level, in 
spite of increasing postal costs. Please consider a donation to the EPA. 

On the subject of the disposal of a collection, the American Philatelic Society has some good information on 
their website, stamps.org. Go to services and then Estate Advice. Please note that donations to the EPA enjoy 
the same tax deduction benefits for the donor as those made to the APS. So if you are thinking of downsizing 
your collecting or disposing of your collection, please consider the EPA. With this approach, not only does the 
donor get a tax benefit, but it also benefits our association. 
John Sharkey 

EPA Board Members Recognized by the American Philatelic Society 

The Nicholas G. Carter Volunteer Recognition Awards recognize the outstanding efforts of APS (American 
Philatelic Society) volunteers at the national, regional and local level. Two of our Board members, William 
O'Connor and Raymond Murphy have been recognized as Award Recipients for Local Service. 

Bill has been President of the Philatelic Clubs of Southern California, President of the San Diego Philatelic 
Council, President of the EPA, President of the Poway Stamp Club as well as Show Chairman of POWEX. He 
also helps run auctions for the San Diego County Philatelic Library, serves as a regular volunteer and has 
helped appraise collections for "What's in Your Attic?" at Southern California stamp shows. He has previously 
been recognized with the 2009 Distinguished Service Award from the federation of Stamp Clubs of Southern 
California. Bill also has handled stamp show cachet arrangements and been a volunteer for SESCAL. He has 
previously been recognized with the 2009 Distinguished Service Award from the Federated Stamp Clubs of 
Southern California. 
(Ed. In addition, Bill has served almost every office position in the EPA, including many years as our auction 
manager. He currently serves as Director. His contributions have been recognized with the Foley Memorial 
Medal, as well as the Clark and Field Awards.) 

Ray served the St. Petersburg Stamp Club as President for 12 years and as the APS representative/ambassador 
since 1998. For much of the past 20 years, Ray has also served as their ATA representative, their newsletter 
editor, and on their board of directors. He also was President of the Captain Townsend Stamp Club for two 
years. Ray has also been a volunteer for the Sarasota National Stamp Exhibition, has four exhibits on Ireland 
and Jamaica, and is co-author of the Military Mail Volume 9 of the Encyclopedia of Jamaica Philately and a 
Director of the EPA. (Ed. In addition to serving as Director, Ray has served as VP. of North America and has 
developed "The ABCs of Irish Philately" for our website. He recently published a book "Irish Official Mail" 
for the EPA. Ray's contributions have been recognized with the Foley Memorial Medal and the Clark and 
Linnell Awards. 

The awards were presented at the American Philatelic Society Stamp Show 2019 in Omaha, Nebraska. 
Congratulations and thanks to Bill and Ray for your contributions to philately and especially to the EPA. 
Reference, The American Philatelist, July 2019, p643. 
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Raven Stamps 
12C Washington St. West, Cork, Ireland 

For all your Irish Stamp requirements. 

Tel+ 353 21 4271750, Fax + 353 21 4271779 

L Website: www.ravenstamps.com I 
e-mail sales@ravenstamps.com_J 

I Regular Public Auctions in Dublin 

Please write or call for a copy of the next 
catalog 

Want lists serviced. 
Expertization service. 

Literature list sent on request. 

MacDonnell Whyte Ltd. 

102 Leinster Road Dublin 6 Ireland 

Tel: +353 1 4977449 Fax: +353 14977440 

·· · ···:········ · ··· · ~········· ~ ··········· ~~ · ·· · ····· · ······· . 

EIRE '~'° 

PRmlOmG Sl\~tr COLLECT!. 

Free AdmiHion 
and Catalogue 

Special Souvenirs, 
Covers and Postmarks 

Seewww. stampa.ie 
: l lam to 5pm 
, f:XHIRITS • rRAOF. ST .\"OS • VALUATIONS (4 S d ) : pm un ay 

Friday 11lh ta Sunday 13th Di:taber 2018 . 
Griffith College Conference Centre 

Soutb_!=!r~glar Road, DuJ>tin (J _(!1eC1J".Ll~q_n~r<l'.s <;orny} 

IF YOU COLLECT IRELAND l 
Send for your 

FREE 2018 PRICE LIST covering 
All issuesfrom 1922-2017 

For SPECIALIZED MATERIAL including 
Postal History, request my next 

MAIL SALE LIST 
A.R. BALLARD 

PO BO 780, LONDON SE13 5QA, UK 
Email: arballard@hotmail.co. uk 

1INetttIN ~TtIMP~ 
Ireland and the World 

Buy all your stamps from an 
EPA Member in USA 

Worldwide or Ireland approvals 
(no U.S.) 

Great Prices-Personalized Service 
KJLinehan@msn.com 

P.O. Box 846 
Neosho, MO 64850 

pad vA chi11 
If 1trlirsllil f 1DCIS @[~~ 51t:211npJS 

I have an extensive stock of Irish Mint NH 
stamps from 1922 to the present at 
competitive prices. I specialise in 

Irish First Day covers 
holding a good stock from 1929 to the present. 
I produce my own illustrated covers for all 

new issues with local cancellations as an 
alternative to the official An Post FDCs for 

the discerning Cover collector. 
Contact: Paddy Lineen, Achill Sound, Co 

Mayo, F28 F386, Ireland. 

Phone: 098 45284; 

email: lineensachill({L hotmail.com 
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The Five Polar "Expeditions" of Great Britain's Greatest Irish Polar Expeditioner 
By Hal Vogel 

Part 3 

Much of the postal material from S-R consists of souvenir "overprinted" stamp-pairs (usually on piece) 
prepared by the expedition aboard Quest. They had £135.00 of mixed denomination consignment postage for 
their use. 8 Figure 21 is an example of a pair of 6d definitives from the two sheets of these in their postal kit that 
were overstruck with the "Gough Island" cachet. It is cancelled to order with the expeditions (never changed) 
25 May 1922-dated postmarker. 

Second-in-command Frank Wild tried to carry on after Shackleton's death. However, when he returned to 
England on 16 September 1922, there was little to show for all their Antarctic cruising. 

Quest had to return to South Georgia after three months from its Antarctic cruising for repairs and a sad duty. 
Lady Shackleton requested that Sir Ernest be buried at South Georgia. So his body had to be sent back from its 
northerly transit. 

' 11/ '" 
Fig. 21: Gough Island 

overprinted pair on piece. 

Figure 22 is cancelled at South Georgia (5 May 1922) three days before Quest departed for the second phase of 
its Antarctic geographic and scientific exploring. It had been there since 6 April. The onboard post office was 
yet to be opened. George Hubert Wilkins (later Sir Hubert) sent this addressed to the island's "Police 
Constable." South Georgia then was an active whaling base. This is one of the few examples on mail of the 
ship's cachet. 

Earlier they already had neared "Enderby Land" without being able to land. No "Enderby Land" struck mail is 
known to mark that offshore encounter. They also had explored the previously impenetrable Weddell Sea and 
stopped at Elephant Island before making that second layover at South Georgia. 

Now they headed out for Tristan da Cunha and then Gough Island. Each would be postally important. At 
Tristan they took on islander mail. The expedition's "post office" canceller was set (25 May 1922) on the last 
day of their 3-day stay to service this mailing. 
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c~.,,,[,:~.u. 

s:.(Pvt4. 

Fig. 22: 5 May S. Ga. Quest mail 

Tristan mail then traditionally was "compassionately" handled in the international mail system. The islanders 
had no money nor stamps. So their occasional postings (picked up by visiting ships) usually were not penalty 
double-taxed postage due. 

Figure 23 is unfranked islander mail to Kent, UK, bearing l-l/2d postage due (no penalty doubling) by 
Rochester & Chatham TPO ( 11 July 1922). It is struck with both the S-R cancellation and one of only two 
known uses of the newly arrived Tristan Type ill circular cachet on expedition-cancelled mail. The 1-1 /2d rate 
had just been instituted that month. 

Fig. 23: TdC 25 May 22 mailing w/Type III cachet 
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The expedition post office had lots of stamps to accommodate mailings through it. Probably none was used on 
islander mail, because the expedition was accountable for the consigned postage. The islanders did not use 
money, so had none to pay for any of it. Their mail still got cancelled, however, with the first name/date 
postmark ever applied at Tristan da Cunha. 

Figure 24 also is unfranked Tristan da Cunha mail cancelled at the S-R post office. It is quite different, though, 
from figure 23's servicing. The Tristan circular mail cachet is the older (soon to be replaced) Type II. It is 
paquebot struck at Cape Town, probably because it came from a foreign vessel, even though not franked. 

Compassion seems to have been absent with this handling and the mail was penalty double-rated. A thought to 
do otherwise at first is changed.9 However, the amount of the rerating also seems to be in error. Its conversion 
(ten cents) in the United States does reflect a double (penalty) charge. This is the only known paquebot-marked 
mail and only mail to the United States from the S-R post office. 

Quest's last research stop was uninhabited sub-Antarctic Gough Island (27 May-3 June 1922). Among those 
going ashore was Wilkins, serving as naturalist. He also used his stay to send at least one letter to someone in 
South Africa using the Gough Island cachet (fig. 25). Only two S-R postings are known using the Gough Island 
cachet (other than on piece). 

- . 

( ... .. ',. 
~ 1~. • . , . ~ .. 

' > ·:"' 

'OJ 
Fig. 24: Tdc 25 May 22 with paquebot to USA 

It is properly franked for an expiring (29 May 1922) commonwealth rate (2d). The "Gough" cachet also is 
nearly correctly employed. It only barely overprints the stamps. 

This marks the last Shackleton polar expeditions' mail. However, there is one other Shackleton "expedition" 
mail. It is the most elusive (and hardly known) of them all. 

Sir Ernest was eager to participate in WWI upon returning from the "Endurance Expedition." He had left (with 
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permission of the British government) just as WWI began. Everyone thought it would be over by the time he 
returned. Of course, it wasn't, so he volunteered his services after the expedition closed. 

Fig. 25: Gough Island cachet on Wilkins mail 

The military was reluctant to give him anything to do. Some feel that there were senior officers who did not 
want to contend with his "big" personality. Whatever was their reluctance, he finally was sent by the Foreign 
Office on missions to South America, that were not that successful nor satisfying to Shackleton. So upon 
returning from South America, he asked again for appointment to some military duty. 

Awhile later he got a response. Appointed a temporary Major (22 July 1918) in the British Army, he was to be 
posted to Murmansk, (Subarctic) Russia. There he was to assist and advise the Allied force on operations and 
logistics in a polar clime. 

This was the result of the Allies earlier having intervened in revolutionary Russia in the Summer of 1918 after 
collapse of the Czar's regime and Russian withdrawal from the "Great War." The initial reason for the allied 
intervention was to prevent Germany from establishing submarine bases in Russia. It was also to prevent taking 
equipment and supplies delivered by the Allies to Russia during the war. 

A number of Allied countries (primarily Great Britain, France and the United States) had significant forces in 
both North Russia and Siberia (the two polar fronts of the Allied Intervention of Russia 1918-22). The North 
Russia Expeditionary Force (NREF) had headquarters elements at Murmansk and Archangel with fighting 
taking place throughout the Russian northwest. Great Britain was the principal command in NREF. The USA 
was the principal in AEF Siberia (a non-linked theater at the other end of the country). 

As part of its major commitment in NREF, Great Britain had established two base military post offices, thirteen 
(mobile) field post offices and two TPOs (travelling post offices along this areas N-S railroad). The two 
(stationary) base post offices would be at Murmansk (designated PBl) and Archangel (PB2). 
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Shackleton got to use PBl while a Major with NREF from October 1918 to March 1919. He was reported to 
have been very popular with the troops, who would forgive him for recommending the uncomfortable 
"Shackleton boot." Without a heel, it was inappropriate for Arctic tundra. Shackleton had designed it from his 
Antarctic experience. Without suitable Arctic exposure, Sir Ernest did not realize how different some of the 
Subarctic conditions were from those he knew in the Antarctic. 

He felt that he was not that vital to NREF. This prompted him to request a return from this assignment in 
March 1919. All the British forces would follow him from North Russia by the Fall. His work must have been 
appreciated by those who mattered. He was "mentioned in dispatches" (an honor), later got an OBE for this 
service and would be allowed to retain his rank (Major). 

Figure 26 is reported to be the only known mail from Shackleton during his NREF posting. It is unfranked 
(concession to the military when abroad) and cancelled at Army Post Office PBl (Murmansk, Russia) 8 
November 1918. This mail is self-censored (lower left) by Shackleton (privilege given to most officers) with an 
NREF distinctive XlO oval censor stamp. It probably was issued to him, as censor stamps were issued to a 
number of officers for their occasional censorship duties. 

Interestingly, it is addressed to his brother, although that is not immediately apparent. "Frank Mellor" was an 
alias now used by his ne'er-do-well relation, recently released from prison for a felonious activity. Francis 
Richard Shackleton still is suspected today of having also been involved in the 1907 theft of the so-called "Irish 
crown jewels." It might be more than coincidental then, for Shackleton to write to his errant sibling in care of 
his lawyers. 

NREF was not the longest, nor the most productive, arduous or most famous of Sir Ernest Henry Shackleton's 
expeditionary experiences. It did produce one distinction absent from the other four, however. It is the only 
one with only one posted piece to show for his participation. 

Fig. 26: PB 1 Shackleton mail to his brother during service 
w!NREF 
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ENDNOTES 

I. Beau Riffenburgh, Shackleton's Forgotten Expedition (NY: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2004), 56. This is one 
of the three principal sources (the others being the next two in the Endnotes) used for historical information in 
this article, when not otherwise cited. 

2. Roland Huntford, Shackleton (NY: Atheneum, 1986), 36. 

3. "Ernest Shackleton," Wikipedia. org. 

4. Robert J. Duns, New Zealand Antarctic Postal History To 1941 (Christchurch, NZ: Philatelic Foundation 
Christchurch, 1997), 37. Duns' excellent study of ''Nimrod Expedition's" post office (pages 36-55) reveals 
many before unknown details based on primary sources. 

5. A differently-dated (3 February 1908) example of another normally mailed (by someone on the expedition) 
envelope (with expedition straight-line stamp on reverse) to Kinsey. 

6. Duns, 39. 

7. Now his portrait and that of his ship can be seen on locally-printed picture postcards (ex. fig. 1 la), mailed 16 
November 1909 at Batten Sea, England to the United States). 

8. George Crabb nicely details the postal arrangements and activities of S-R in his 1980 study The History and 
Postal History of Tristan da Cunha on pages 167-75. 

9. One thought about this rating is that inexplicably it was eventually marked double (2-1/2d x 2 = 5d = 50c) 
for an expiring commonwealth/internal rate after having been rated for the current single, new international 
charge (3d=30c). (Robert Hisey, South Africa mail authority, communications with author, 27 December 
2018). The addressing ("London [New London], Connecticut, USA," rather than "London, England") might 
have confused the clerk as to its exact destination. 

Member Want Ads 

Wanted. An Post Christmas cards, 1990, 1991, 1992, and and An Post promotional card 
"Ole, Ole" for special offer on Dutch World Cup stamp of 1994. Contact Ray 
Murphy, rayhmurphy@prodigy.net . 

Wanted: Ireland Slogan Cancels before 1938. Please provide scans and prices wanted to 
Steve Friedenthal: sfriedenthal@shaw.ca 
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Part 3 

Ireland to Canada and the Provinces: 
1840 -1901 

By Gene M. Labiuk 

Fall 20l9 

Figure 24 shows a 7d rated cover from Cork, December 26, 1868 to Quebec, Canada. The cover was back­
stamped Passage West Dec. 26, 1868, London Dec. 28, 1868, Montreal Jan. 13, 1869 and Quebec receiving date 
stamp Jan. 14, 1869. 

Figure 24. An 1868 cover rated 7d from Cork to Quebec 

Figure 25 presents a 7d. rated cover from Dublin July 11, 1868 to Victoria, V.I. (Vancouver Island), British 
Columbia. It travelled from Dublin via the H & K Packet to Holyhead and onward to Liverpool with trans­

Atlantic crossing to New York, across the US to San Francisco and steamship to Victoria. Its docketing shows 
its arrival date in manuscript "Ree. 17 Aug 1868". Delivery took just over five weeks. 

:tt. ~ r,,r ~ n 1 /1 ~f1~t:_s ~ ~ ~ ,,~· L/ ~ ax.a-- .AA,,,,,,°? _, . -
. ·<rL~ /Jd ~J,,&,,;r..~1·".'""'~ ~ ..... --n" 

?4'( ;e-<-<-..._, ~./. ~1~~ 
l">... -h . ' ~ /l ,. / /:7 fa-,~Y . ..I I , 

) ~ <\: / i/.4.~ ~~ J /v '{//I" L r l'-·r ~--<t~' t..'"'r.~~:I 
' ~ ~ ( '" .. · t. ~ -~ ~ : ; .C'i .1' .. _,._t-
"- '" \ .. ;., . 

Figure 25. An 1868 7d rated cover from Dublin to Victoria, 
Vancouver Island, British Columbia. 
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Figure 26 shows another 7d rated cover from Dublin September 21, 1868 to Victoria, Vancouver Island. It likely 
was carried in the Inman Line City of Paris, which left Queenston on September 23, 1868 and arrived at New 
York on October 3. From there, the cover proceeded overland across the United States to San Francisco. At that 
time, the Union Pacific Railroad had reached west to Bryan, Wyoming. The Central Pacific Railroad was 
operating daily except Sunday from San Francisco to Wadsworth, Nevada (east of Reno). Travel between these 

two terminai was by Overland Stage. There is no record in the newspapers of a mail ship between San Francisco 
and Victoria at an appropriate time, so this cover probably was carried overland from California to the Pacific 

Northwest. It bears docketing showing its arrival: "Ree. 5th Nov. 1868". 12 Its travel time was just over 6Yi 

weeks. 

-···~ 

Figure 26. An 1868 7d. rated cover from Dublin to Victoria, Vancouver Island -
Gray Scrimgeour Collection 

January 6, 1870. Provisions of the Treasury Warrant. The postage on letter mail to Canada, Nova Scotia and 

New Brunswick, direct by British or Canadian packet reduced to 3d pre-paid per Y2 ounce. Unpaid letter 
fined 3d +deficiency. GPO Notice 2/70 adds that letters to these destinations via the US rated 4d. Pre-paid. 

This reduction did not apply to mail for Newfoundland, which remained at 6d until January 1, 1873. 

Figure 27 shows a cover from Waterford mailed September 7, 1871 to St. John's, Newfoundland prepaid 3d, 
short paid 3d; since it was not fully paid, there was a fine of 6d as well as the short-paid amount of 3d + 6d = 

9d. The "6D" hand stamp in black was applied at Dublin to indicate the amount of the fine due and the balance 

of the unpaid amount of 3d + 6d = 9d = 18 cents due upon arrival in Newfoundland. An "INSUFFICIENTLY 
PREPAID" boxed hand stamp in black was applied at Dublin. The cover left Queenstown on September 9, 1871 
on the Allan Line Caspian and arrived at Halifax on September 17, 1871. 10 
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INSUFFICIENTLY 

PREPAID 

Fall 2019 

Figure 27. 1871 cover pre-paid 3d. for the rate which was in effect for other parts of Canada, but not to Newfoundland. -
Courtesy Malcolm B. Montgomery10 

Figure 28 presents a 3d-rated cover from Bray December 18, 1871 to Nova Scotia, sent by the Canadian packet 
Inman/Allan packet Hibernian, which left Queenstown on December 19, 1871 and arrived at Halifax January 6, 
1872. The cover is endorsed "via Halifax" . 

Figure 28. An 1871 3d-rated cover from Bray to Nova Scotia; 
it travelled via Canadian packet to Halifax 

Figure 29 shows a 3d-rated cover from Dublin May 20, 1871 to Nanticoke, Ontario, pre-paid 3d for the rate to 
Canada via Canadian packet. Since there was no route endorsement, it was sent on the first vessel to North 

America, which was the Cunard packet Scotia, which departed Queenstown on May 21 and arrived at New York 
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on May 30. The postmark "Id" in black was added to make up the 4d rate to Canada via an American packet. 

The black "2" applied in Canada indicates 2 cents postage due. 

·/~~ 

y~~ 

~~z:z_cr 

~~ 

Figure 29. A cover from Dublin to Nanticoke, Ontario, pre-paid for travel 
via a Canadian bound packet, instead re-routed to an American bound packet 

Late fee paid cover, figure 30 from Belfast, December 5, 1871 to Hamilton, Ontario. Pre-paid for travel to 

Canada via a Canadian bound packet as indicated by the endorsement "Per Halifax Str Queenstown", letter rate 

3d, late fee rate of Id to ensure that the cover went on the evening mail to Dublin so it would be able to catch 

the steamer leaving the next day. Cover travelled on the Allan Line packet Nova Scotian which departed 

Queenstown on December 6 and arrived at Halifax on December 19. Shown is the Late Fee Paid boxed hand 

stamp in black. Hamilton receiving back stamp December 23. 

Lale Fes 
Paid 

Figure 30. Late fee cover from Belfast to Hamilton, Canada 
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Figure 31 shows a cover from Dublin November 29, 1873 to Nanticoke, Ontario, pre-paid 3d for the Canadian 
packet rate to Canada, since there was no indication how the cover was to travel, it went on the first ship to sail 
for North America, which was the Inman Line City of Brussels that departed Queenstown on December 1, 1873 
for New York arriving on December 9. The cover was properly rated 3d for sailing via a Canadian packet, but 
since it left on an American packet, the rate was 4d as indicated by the "ld" hand stamp due, converted to "2" 

cents upon arrival in Canada. Prior to sailing, a clerk noticed that the cover was overweight - "over Yi oz" in 
manuscript - which meant there should have been another 4d postage applied for the over Yi oz. Since there was 
no extra postage applied, the amount due was as follows, ld + 4d +deficiency of 3d = 8d = 16 cents as shown 
with "16" marked in black crayon. 10 

Figure 31. Overweight 1873 cover pre-paid for the single rate to Canada via a Canadian 
packet, re-rated and charged 16 cents due. - Courtesy Malcolm B. Montgomery10 

Figure 32 presents a 3d-rated cover from Belfast mailed June 27, 1873 to Montreal, pre-paid 3d for the rate to 
Canada via Canadian packet. Because it had no endorsement, it was sent on the first vessel to North America, 
which was the Cunard line Scotia, which left Liverpool on June 28 and arrived at New York on July 9. Since it 
travelled by an American packet, there was an extra charge of 1 d added to make up the 4d rate to Canada via an 
American packet. A black "2CTS" was applied in Canada indicating 2 cents postage due. 

June 1, 1870. Treasury Warrant. United Kingdom to PEI direct by packet or private ship, reduced to 3d post 
paid. Under paid fined 3d + deficiency, via the USA rated 4d. 

October 26, 1871. GPO Notice. "British Columbia having become part of Canada, the rates will apply as to 
all other parts of Canada. 
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Figure 32. An 1873 cover pre-paid for Canadian packet and 
sent by an American packet, thus needing an extra 1 d. 

Fall 2019 

January 1, 1873. GPO Notice. "Postage to Newfoundland reduced to 3d pre-paid and 6d unpaid." 

October 1, 1875. GPO Notice. United Kingdom to Canada by any route, 2Yzd per Yz ounce, unpaid double. 

EPA Member Exhibits 

By Robert Benninghoff 

Several EPA Members have done well Exhibiting at recent Stamp Shows. 

ROPEX Stamp Show May 1 7 to 18 2019, Rochester New York 
Robert Benninghoff - Single Frame: The Collection of Postage of Postage Due Fees in Ireland 1914to1921 

Large Gold and Grand award 
Single Frame: The Struggle for Irish Independence May 1916 to December 1921 
Gold and Judges Award of Merit, The Larry R Moriarty Sr. Memorial Award 

Brian Callan - Five Frame: Irish Postal Stationary 1922to1983; Large Vermeil and Marcus White Postal 
Best Multi- frame Postal Stationary Award 

Stockholmia 2019 Stockholm Sweden May 29 to June 2 2019 - Celebrating the 150 Anniversary of the Royal 
Philatelic Society London 
Robert Benninghoff - Single Frame: The Collection of Postage of Postage Due Fees in Ireland 1914 to 1921; 
Gold 
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THE SHRUNKEN OWL ON AN POST POST AL CARDS 
by Raymond Murphy 

Fall 2019 

In 1997, An Post sent out two different cards to people on their North America mailing list advertising their 
presence at two upcoming shows, the New York ASDA Megashow (13-16 March 1997) and Pacific'97 (29 
May-8 June 1997) in California. The cards offered special show gifts if the card was turned in at theAn Post 
booth during the show. Besides the advertising, it also served the purpose of verifying addresses on the mailing 
list. All cards arel 10 mm wide by 140 mm high. The cards have a print image of the 52p Barn Owl stamp. 

In my collection, there are two copies of the New York card and one of Pacific'97. One of the New York cards 
is identified as NewYorkl. A second New York card is mis-registered and labeled as NewYork2 in Figure 1. 
The card from Pacific'97 is identified as Pacific'97. Figure 2 is the sheet stamp. While reorganizing my 
collection, I decided to put all the cards together. 

Figure 1. Barn Owl stamp images on postal service cards announcing An Post 
presence at shows in 1997. L to R: New Yorkl, New York2, Pacificl 

52 
€1R€ 

Figure 2. Sheet stamp 52p. 
Not to same scale as others. 

With the cards on my desk, laying almost together, I happened to notice that they weren't identical; the printed 
stamp images were noticeably different sizes. This triggered a closer look and identified the following 
differences shown in Table 1. The second New York card cannot be measured accurately due to the mis­
registration. 

Measurements in mm ±0.05 Sheet Stamp NewYorkl Pacific'97 

Width of Eire 9.5 9.4 8.5 

Bottom of wing to bottom of "B" in "Barn" 22.5 22.4 20.2 

Width of owl -nose to tail feather 15.2 15.2 13.7 

TABLE 1: Measurements in millimeters of the sheet stamp and cards. 

Both New York cards appear to be printed by photolithography, while the Pacific'97 card is lithographed. The 
small dots on the New York cards can be seen under magnification while the Pacific'97 card appears solid. The 
dark blue on the New York etiquettes is made from a mixture of blue, black, and red dots. The Pacific'97 card 
is solid blue. 
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1. The stamp image on both New York cards is the same size 
as the 52 p Barn Owl sheet stamp. The image on the 
Pacific'97 card is smaller at about 91 % of the stamp image on 
the New York card. Figure 3 is the Pacific'97 stamp image in 
color overlaid on the New Yorkl stamp image in red aligned 
on the "S" of Screach6g. The New Yorkl stamp image was 
changed from color to red for comparison purposes. The 
Pacific'97 owl's wing is shorter, and the differences in size 
and position "Eire" are noticeable. The circles and letters of 
the cancels are in different locations but are not reduced since 
they were printed as a separate step.(Paragraph 3 below). The 
titles at the top of the stamp image are in different locations 
due to the differences in sizes. 

2. The printed airmail etiquettes are the same size, however 
the placement on the Pacific'97 card is 3 mm from the left 
edge while the New York cards are 8 mm. (Figures 4 & 5). 

Figure 3. Colored Owl from Pacific'97 overlaid on grey­
scale New Yorkl Owl. Note differences in body length and 
wing height as shown with red lines. Pacific owl wing ends 

at the "A" in Cliath. 

Figure 4. Top of New Yorkl card showing position of etiquette. 

Figure 5. Top of Pacific I card showing etiquette, Note 
position and lighter color of etiquette. 

A. The typeface used for etiquette lettering is on the New York cards is Bookman (Figure 6) while the Pacific 
card is Times Roman. (Figure 7). The Bookman typeface has blunter serifs and thicker horizontal lines, 
while the Times Roman typeface has short, pointed serifs and thin horizontal lines. 
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Figure 6. NY ASDA 
etiquette. Note the 

thickness of the horizontal 
lines on P, H, and A. The 

serif ends are rounded. 
Bookman typeface. 

Figure 7. Pacific 97 
etiquette. Horizontal lines 
are narrower and serifs are 

pointed. Times Roman 
typeface 

B The etiquette type size is different as well. Both New York cards use 2-Y2 mm type, while 3 mm type is on 
the Pacific'97 card 

C. The shade of blue on the New York cards is darker (HSV:230,201,170 or RGB:36,81 ,170) than on the 
Pacific'97 card (HSV:208, 175,200 or RGB:62, 135,200). 

3. The cancels apparently were printed separately from the stamp images. This is noticeable since they are the 
same size on all cards although they vary in position relative to the stamp image lettering Eire as seen in Figure 
1. 

4. The New Y orkl card that is properly registered fluoresces a cream on the front and white on the reverse. The 
cardstock used for the New York2 card, which has poor registration fluoresces a yellow-tan on the address side. 
The Pacific'97 card fluoresces a light tan on the address side and white on the reverse. The sheet stamps 
fluoresce white on both sides. 

Light source New Yorkl NewYork2 Pacific'97 Sheet Stamp 

Visible - Front white cream white white 

Visible - Back white cream white white 

UV - Front cream yellow-tan tan white 

UV - Back white white white white 

5. While the message wording on the reverse side is by necessity different for the different shows, the type 
sizes are different. The type size on the New York cards is 3mm high while the Pacific'97 card is 2Y2 mm. The 
typeface is the same on both. 

6. The print registration on one New Yark card (New Y ork2) is several millimeters off horizontally. This 
causes the magenta color to to show where there should be black (actually red and cyan (blue) in the same spot) 
and the yellow is off about 0.5 mm in the opposite horizontal direction. It makes the lettering and the image 
appear blurry. (Figure 8). The colors on the owl are affected by the registration and make it appear redder than 
on the New Yorkl card. Both the New Yorkl card and the Pacific'97 card have the colors in proper registration. 
Apparently, the etiquette was printed on a different plate, since the colors are in register on all cards. 

I Note red and blue are badly misregistered, while yellow is slightly 
misregistered, creating a blur. 
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Since these cards were deemed as advertising rather than philatelic products available for sale, no records have 
been retained. This is understandable since it has been 22 years since the shows, The quantity mailed out is also 
unknown, but estimated between 15 to 20,000. How many were returned? Here again, unknown, but a figure 
of 30 to 50% is not unreasonable. 

CONCLUSIONS: 
The reason for the major difference, that of the size of the stamp image, is unknown and appears to make the 
least sense. If the intent was to prevent copying the stamp, reducing the size might make sense, but then, why 
reduce on one card and not the other? If the Pacific'97 card was a reduced copy of the New York card, then the 
airmail etiquette would also have been reduced, and the typeface differences noted there (items 2a and 2b) could 
not have appeared. In light of the information above, it is most likely these two sets of cards were done by 
different printers. 

The cancels were likely printed separately from the cards based on the different positions seen on the New York 
cards in Figure 1. Note vertical distance from the circle to the owl's eye. 

The differences in fluorescence are inherent in the coating on the paper, as seen in the differences of front side 
and back side. The reason for the difference between the New York cards is unknown. 

Any further information on cards issued for Pacific'97 would be appreciated. 
My thanks to Brian Warren for his input. 

President's Message (continued from Page 2} 

I want to congratulate Ray Murphy and Bill O'Connor. Many of you are aware of all of the work they have done for the 
EPA over the years and their dedication to the EPA. Both of them have recently received Nicholas G. Carter Volunteer 
Recognition Awards for Local Service from the American Philatelic Society. A detailed article is inside. Both Ray and 
Bill have been great assets to the EPA and Philately. 

Two recent articles in Linn's Stamp News were very interesting this quarter. The first appeared on the front page of 
the June 24, 2019 issue. The subject was the targeting of two stamp societies by internet scammers with one suffering 
a significant loss. The scam works by people getting information about the society's officers from their website and 
then using the officer's name to send out fake e-mails requesting money. This article hit home as some e-mails were 
sent under my name to other EPA officers asking for money to be sent to bogus places. The diligence of the people 
receiving them recognized the very unusual nature of these emails and asked for confirmation and we prevented any 
action being taken. The EPA did not suffer any losses. 

The second article appeared in the August 12, 2019 issue again on the front page. The subject was the An Post new 
Space Exploration set of 4. Issue on July 4th the stamps honor the 4 United States astronauts of Irish ancestry and the 
soth anniversary of the first moon landing. An Post has apologized for a spelling error on the two stamps featuring Neil 
Armstrong and Michael Collins. The Irish word for moon is "gealach" the letters where transposed to "gaelach" 
meaning Irish. Send me an email and we can send you a scan of these articles. 

Enclosed in this issue is the dues envelop to the 2019-20 year. You continuing support is vital to sustaining the mission 
of the EPA. In addition to your financial support we have a continuing need for volunteer assist in help with Annual 
General Meeting and other tasks. If you are willing please let me know. Please thank our advertisers for all they do in 
supporting us and Irish Philately. 
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Some recent offers from our ever-changing stock 

Specialising in collection-building for the general collector and for Exhibition: whether you 
collect Ireland or pleasure, maybe are even interested in for your collection. 
or you collect with an eye to . my busmess is to help you achieve your goats. 

Roy en 
Eisenbahnstrasse 8 

DE- 63110 Rodgau GERMANY 
Call: {+49) 6106-3023 Fax: -3024 

e-mail: roy.hb@online.de 




